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Friday, 2d March, 1792. 

TP HERE not being a fufficient number of Members to bal- 
lot for a Committee on the Cirenccfter EIe£Iion, no bufincfs 
was dope. 

Moriday, yh March, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT gave notice he fhould on Wednefday 
next propofe to the Houfe an eftabliftunent for their Royal 
Highnefles the Duke and Duchefs of York, as recommended 
in His Majelly’s fpeech at the opening of the prefent fellion of 
Parliament. Preparatory to this he moved, “ That the Houfe 
“ Ihall on Wednefday refolve itfelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, to take into confideration that part of His 
Majefty’s fpeech, which recommends an eftabliihment to be 
** made on their Royal Highnelfes the Duke and Duchefs of 
V^. XXXII. B 



« PARLIAMEl^TARY A. 179*. 

York.’* Ordered. Alfo, That the treaty made between 

usand Pruffia on that event be referred to that Committee.*' 
Ordered* 

Mr. Chancellor PITT alfo gave notice, that to-morrow he 
Ihoiild bring foi'\^ard tlic confideration of another part of the 
King*s fpeech, which related to the funding of a fum of mo- 
ney to be appropriated to the reduAlon of the national debt. 
His propofition went to alter in fornc degree the plan laid down 
in the year iy86, and as it was a matter of magnitude, he (h Jiflrl 
make it the fiibje.cSt of a bill, the purport of which he fliould 
explain to-morrow. 

Major MAITLAND gave notice, that, he flioiild on Mon- 
day next bring forward the confideration of the wav in India. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT wifhed the liononradole gentL-man to 
Rate what the nature was of what he intciKicd to bring for- 
ward, 

Major MAITLAND faid, he had twO objefts which he 
meant to be included in what he fhoukl fubmit in this bufiifiefs ; 
the origin of the war under the condud of Lord Cornwallis, 
with his correfpondence with the Nizam, and the prefent fitu- 
ation of that war. 

Major Maitland then faid, he had a petition founded upon 
one wdiich had been prefented to the Speaker, which, no doubt, 
from a principle that w^as folid, as well as pradlice that w'as 
prudent, he was pleafed to rejeft. It was a petition from 
Meffrs. Wallis and Troward, Law Agents of las Highnefs the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, praying that the Houfe would give them 
leaveto prefent the petition of his Highnefs the Nabob as his Law 
Agents. Leave was given. 

Major Maitlaud then moved, that the original petition be 
now received. 

The SPEAKER faid, that this petition was prefented to him 
by the Law Agents of the Nabob, received from him under his 
feal, dating certain fafti^, rcquclhng the Speaker to deliver it 
to the Houfe, which he declined. 

The objeclion which he had to complying with thisf requeft, 
did not refer to the petition, nor the manner in which it was 
authenticated, but was folely on the point of regularity of the 
proceedings of the Houfe. Had he received the petition in 
this manner, the queftion, ** That this petition be now re- 
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ceivcd, or brought up, could not be put.” The check on 
improper [letitions would thus be done away, if he had made 
himfelf the channel of communication of petitions, or any 
other paper prefented to him in this manner. It was true that 
a vote of the Houfc early in the feflion gave the Speaker power 
to preftnt papers, under particular circumftanccs, to the Houfe ; 
.’blithe thought that this inftance would have exceeded the pro- 
per bounds of his power, and therefore he returned this peti- 
tion to Meifrs. Wallis and Troward, that they might not be 
debarred from otherwife proceeding as they thought fit. 

The queftion was then put, and the petition was brought 

It was entitled, a reprefentation and petition, of his Hlgh- 
nefs the Nabob Wau lau Jau Ummeer ul Hind Omdat ul Mulk 
Aiifuph ud Dowlah Unwer iid Dcih Cawn Bahauder Zuphar 
Jung Svpah Suular, S^)vcreign and Soiibaljdar of the Carnatic 
Payenghaut and Ballaghaut; and fet forth, that the Empire of 
tl'ie Moguls, ill India, has fubliltcd for fevcral ages, dirpcnfing^ 
by favour of the Almighty God, the bleffings of a regular Go- 
vernment to a large divilion of the inhabitants of the earth ; that 
one fupreme monarch, the King of the Moguls, lules overall 
the kingdoms, provinces, and dominions, of the faid ex ten five 
empire: that the fevcral kingdoms, or provinces, are governed 
by Princes, who derive their right to authority from the King 
of the Moguls by loiters patent under the great feal of 
the empire and a folemn invefiiturc on fuch conditions as 
may have been mentioned and ordered in fuch letters patent : 
that inferior rulers hold certain diflrifts under the faid Na- 
bobs or Princes, by vhofe Saned and folemn iavcltilure, 
the authority and rights of fuch inferior rulers are conftituted : 
that thofc inferior rulers pay immediate allegiance and obedi- 
ence, with a ftated annual tribute, to tfie faid Nabobs, fer their 
country, befides performing military fervice in war, and when 
peace comes paying their proportion of the expences incurred, 
eftimated by the ufual amount of their refpedive revenues ; that, 
upon the dutiful behaviour of fuch inferior rulers, the poffcf- 
fions of the father arc granted to the fon, or neareft legitimate 
kinftnan, by a regular Saned or commiffion, and a new invelti- 
ture, upon paying the accuftomed fine of fucceffion ; that no 
fiieeeffion is legal, nor can the fuccelTor execute any legal a^ 
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of power, until he has received fuch Saned or commiflion, and 
fuch Invelliture, from his immediate fuperior the Nabob, who 
is Lord Paramount of the country ; that, when ftich inferior 
rulers or valTals commit any great public crime, refufe to pay 
their annual tribute, evade or difobey orders in attending their 
fuperior in war with all their forces, when they abet enemies, 
encourage confpiracies, or in any dangerous degree prove faith-, 
lefs to their immediate Lord, they are fined, imprifoned, 
fubjefted to abfolute forfeiture, in proportion to their crimes : 
that, upon the extinftion of the legitimate male line of fuch 
valfals, and their lawful male kindred, their territories fall of 
courfc to the difpofal of their liege Lord : that the prefent Na- 
bob of the Carnatic, as well as his father Anwar ul dien Cawn 
Bahauder, have been Nabobs or Princes of that kingdom or 
country by all the legal and regular grants and inveflitures of 
ilic empire of the Moguls : that the prcfenl Nabob fucceeded 
his father In the year of the Chriftian xm 1749, by all the le- 
gal and regular grants, as Prince of the whole kingdom of the 
Carnatic, from the river Criftna, to Cape Comorin : that fuch 
grants, and fuch inveftitures, were renewed to him, with ad- 
ditional rights, immunities, franchifes, and privileges, by the 
fucccflivc Kings of the Moguls, till at length, more than four 
and twenty years ago, he received an altiimgah, or free grant, 
for ever, from the prefent King Slvili Allum ; that, by this 
grant of total independence, the allegiance of all the inhabit- 
ants of the Carnatic, whether natives or Europeans, was trans- 
ferred to him, as it had been polfeifcd by their former Sovereigns 
the Kings of Delhi : that tlie Nabob’s right to the government, 
royalty, and dominion, of the whole Carnatic, has to the pre- 
fent day remained unimpaired, undiininifhcd, and unimpeached, 
by any a£l, deed, compact, treaty, conqucll, or other ground 
or pretence whatfoever : that he is of right, and de faSfo^ inde- 
pendent of any claim of fovercignty by any Prince, Power, or 
State upon earth ; that he is the legal, undifputcd, arid acknow- 
ledged fucceffor of the King of the Moguls, in all his preroga- 
tives and abfolctc rights, over the whole Carnatic: that his^ 
HIghnefs's father, as well as himfelf, became known to the 
great and gracious Kings of Great Britain, King George the 
Second, and his prefent Majefty King George the Third : that 
His Majelly King George the SccqIkL ^ letters under his 
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royal fignature, and counterfigned by the principal Secretary of 
his kingdom, promifcd his fupport to the prefent Nabol?, as an 
ally who merited and (hould receive his proteftion : that, in 
confequcnce of the reciprocal frietidfliip Between the King of 
Great Britain and the Nabob, and in confideration of the un« 
doubted rights of the latter, he was guaranteed in the poUef- 
fion of the whole Carnatic, by his Britannic Majefty and the 
Trench King, by the eleventh article of the definitive treaty of 
peace, concluded at Paris in the year of the Chriftian sera 1 763 : 
that His Majefty the King of Great Britain, acknowledging 
and confidcringthe Nabob as Sovereign of the Carnatic, wrote 
him many gracious letters under his own royal hand, treating 
him as an independent Prince, and promifing him and his fa-r 
mily his royal and auguft protedion : that His Majefty fent to 
the Nabob, as an independent Sovereign, two fcveral embaf- 
lies under the Great Seal of Great Britain : that his rights to an 
abfohite independence are fo fclf-cvident and undeniable, that 
the Eaft India Company, when on the word terms with the 
Nabob, declared folemnly on their records, that they mull ac- 
knowledge him to be a Sovereign Prince : that the Englifli Eaft 
India Company fettled fa£Iories in the Carnatic, as merchants 
carrying on their bulinefs as fuch under the proteftion of the 
Nabobs of the country : that, conformable to their confined 
fituation, they addrefled their immediate fuperior the Nabob by 
arzee or petition : that Anwar ul dien Cawn Bahauder, the fa- 
ther of the prefent Nabob, when he arrived in his government 
of the Carnatic, found them in their faftory, furrounded by 
fomething more like a garden wall than a fort : that the injuftice 
of the French induced Anwar ul^dien Cawn Bahauder to fup- 
port the Englifli, as well as himleif> againft fuch injuftice : 
that Awnar ul dien being killed in battle by the French, and 
his fon, the prefent Nabob, having fucceeded him, Ahmed 
Shah, the King of the Moguls, ordered his fubjefts, the Eng- 
Jifh faftories fettled in the Carnatic, to obey him the Nabob, 
as the mediate powxr between them and their fovereign, the 
King of the Moguls : that the governors of the faid fadlories 
wrote arzecs or petitions of thanks to the Mogul, for appoint- 
ing the prefent Nabob to rule over them : that during the long 
war, which the ambition and injuftice of the French raifed 


4 



6 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A. 1791. 

Egainft the Nabob, the Engllfli Company uniting themfelves 
V^ith him as faithful fubjefts of the Mogul, their joint exertions 
which were powerfully alii fled by the King of Great Britainy 
became at length v^£lv>rlous overall their enemies: that the 
Company’s fervants, afler this (ignal fiiccefs, folemnly, under 
the hand of their Governor, aflured the Nabob, that their wi(h 
and refolution were to carry on their bufuiefs under his protec- 
tion, as they had done under the prated ion of former Souba- 
dars : that the Company were fo thoroughly fatisfied that the 
Nabob was the legal and rightful Sovereign of the Carnatic, 
tliat they wrote circular letters to all the inferior rulers, who 
governed djflbreiit diftrids of the country, and who, taking 
advantage of the misfortunes of tlic late times, had aded a falfc 
and undutiful part towards their liege Lord: that among other 
rulers of lefsnote, they wrote to the Rajah of Tanjorc to obey 
orders and commands, fignifying by fuch communication, that, 
(hould that vallal prove refradory, they, as good fubjeds, 
would unite their arms withthofc of the Nabob againll the Ra- 
jah as a rebel : that, when the hufincfs of the country was 
fettled, the prcfideiicy of Fort Saint George, as reprefentatives 
of the Englifli Company, entered into an agreement with the 
Nabob, with this cxprellion, ** being obedient to iilm that 
they declared that, by the blefling of. God, the whole Car- 
riatic was intircly and firmly eltablilhcd in the Nabob and 
“ his pollcrity that they folemnly engaged, that as long as 
the Englifli fettlemcnls fliall remain in the Deckan, Bengal, 
and Hindoftan, the Company’s people arc diligcnrly to ufe their 
endeavours in promoting and aflifting the affairs of the Carna- 
tic, in its obedience to the Nabob, and in maintaining firm 
fricndfliip and regard : that the mind of the Nabob, being 
/wayed by reciprocal fentiments of regard towards theEnglilh 
Company, granted them a large jaghirc, which they ftill hold 
under him as Lord Paramount : that the grant of fuch jaghirc 
not only promoted their opulence, but raifed them to their po- 
litical fituation in the Carnatic, which is that of perpetual 
jaghiredars: that, after the fortunate fcUlement of the 
public troubles, peace, the wUh of all good men, became 
the commencement of misfortune to the Nabob: that the 
Company’s fervants having, by the powerful aid of the 
of Great Britain, been of very fignal and very effedtu^v. 
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fervice in expelling the enemies of the Carnatic, begaxi to mix: 
their hands with its internal politics : that, under the pretence 
of being unable to obtain juftice by force from the Rajah of 
Tanjore, for his rebellious, treacherous, ajid dangerous beha- 
viour dsirin^ the war, they entered into a treaty with him : 
that the Nabob, deeming the terms of the treaty very far from 
being adequate, was very unwilling to fign it; and that the 
preiident of Fort Saint George put the Nabob’s chop by force 
tMhc faid treaty : that the Nabob will not aferibe the treaty to 
the interefts of indi'. iduals, but will only obferve, that it was 
a glaring encroachment on his juft and indcp:;ndent rights, as 
Sovereign of ail the inhabitants of The Carnatic ; that the 
Company’s fervants having forgot the obje£l of their inftltu- 
tion, which was trade, in the length of the war turned their 
thoughts to otlie: viev/s ; fhai by prefling the Nabob to pay his 
‘debt to the Company, widen he had incurred for their aid, 
during the troubles, and that in inftalments too large for his 
revenue, he was forced to irvolve hinifclf by borrowing mo- 
ney of individuals at a great intcreft : that thus lie became to 
be preffed oy nearly the fame perfons in a double capacity ; on 
the one fide as managers of the public funds, on the other as 
partly the proprietors pf the private debts : that diftrtfs thus 
began, and was followed up b}- various misfortunes : that the 
Con:pany’s government, on the fcore of his diicrefl'es, affumed 
a high lone, and as creditors of the Nabob began to leflen his 
authority by interfering with his government : that, to render 
him more fubfervient to their own domineering fpirit, they 
very indullrioufly and fucceftfully concealed from the Nabob 
his being guaranteed in all his rights by the eleventh article of 
the treaty of Paris : that he only heard of that treaty at laft 
through the humanity of an Englifh gentleman, after the Pre- 
fidency of Fort Saint George threatened to reduce him the Na- 
bob to a mere nominal Nabob like him of Bengal : that tha 
Company’s Icrvants, availing ihcnifelvcs of the Nabob’s igno- 
rance of the treaty, and of his want of accefs to the juftice of 
the Britifti government and nation, prefled and opprelled him 
as avarice or other paflions prevailed ; that they entered into a 
war without his confent, but in his name, and charged hini 
with the expences of it his war : that he was thusexpofed ta 
a double misfortune, his country being ravaged by the enemy, 
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and being forced to extort from his exhaufted fubjcftsfuch fums 
as the fervants of the Company choofe to charge him with on ac- 
count of their mafters : that the Nabob, worn out by oppref- 
fion^, and harafled by extortions, refolved to convey his com- 
plaints to the cars of his protector and the guarantee of his do- 
minions, His Majefty the King of Great Britain : that he wrote 
a letter to the Earl of Chatham, then His Majefty’s Minifter, 
and who had correfponded with him the Nabob, as an ally gf 
Great Britain, ten years before : that, in confequence of his 
letter, His Majefty was plcafed to appoint an ambaflador, 
under the Great Seal, to inquire into the grievances of the Na- 
bob on the fpot ; that the inferior and fubordinate rulers of pro- 
vinces and diftridls of the Carnatic, perceiving that the Nar 
bob’s authority was invaded by the Company’s fervants, became 
refra£lory, difobedient, and treacherous, evading their annual 
tribute, refufmg their military fervices, ^correfponding with 
rebels, and abetting enemies : that the moft rich, and confe- 
quently the moft powerful, the Rajah of Tanjore, though 
highly favoured in an agreement made in the year 1762, be-, 
came, perhaps, upon that very account, the leaft attentive to 
his duty, and the moft obftinatc in his public and conftltii- 
tional delinquency ; that, fmall as the tribute was which he 
agreed to pay by that treaty, he evaded the payment of it by 
various and falfe pretences : that he encouraged and corre- 
fponded with the rebel Jfoph Cawn , that he abetted the inva- 
fion of Hyder Ali, and gave him money and provifions for his 
army ; that he invited the Mahrattas to the Carnatic, and car- 
ried on intrigues with the different European faftorics and fet- 
tlements on the Coaft : that he refufed to perform his military 
fervices when war was in the country, though bound to give it 
upon the requifition of the fuperior : that as a proof of his con- 
nivance with Hyder Alii, that chief, when fuperior in the 
field, infifted upon his being included as his friend in the treaty 
which he forced upon the fervants of the Company at the gate? 
of Madras : that he refufed to pay his proportion of the ex- 
pences of the war, though polTefled of a very ample revenue, 
and his country being fituated in the very licart of the Carna- 
tic, he was proteded from all danger by the exertions of the 
Nabob and the Englifh nation: that the condud of this Rajah 
wa^ altogether inexcufablc, will appear from the following 
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f;i(As : that the part of the Carnatic which is called Tanjore is^ 
as has been j.ud mentioned, furrounded on three fldcs by the 
reft of the Carnatic : that the fertility of the country depends on 
the river Cavery, which, contrary to its natural courfe, is 
forced into the province of Tanjore, by a mound of earth, in 
a place beyond its limits : that from that circumftance, and 
others unneceffary to be named, Tanjore has been always de- 
pendent on its neighbours: that when a Hindoo fovereign 
feigned over the Carnatic, the Naigsof Tanjore were his feu- 
datories, vaffals, and fubjefts: that when the Hindoo empire 
declined, it became a part of the conqueft of the Patan king- 
doms of the Decan ; and that when trouble and invafions di- 
refted their forces and attention to another quarter, Tanjore, 
never intended, by its fituation and nature, to be a feparate go- 
vernment, became dependent on the Rajahs of Tritchinopoly : 
that in the yearsof the Chriftian aera 1686 and 1687, that great, 
wife, and fortunate king of the Moguls, the illuftrious Allum- 
geer, having reduced the Iringdoms of the Decan, became fo- 
vereign of the Carnatic : that Allumgeer, having conftituted 
one of his nobles, Zulphiiear Cawn Bahauder, Nabob ofArco^ 
and the Carnatic, ordered him to reduce the Naig of Tanjore, 
who had raifed troubles by abetting the dcfignsof the enemies of 
the king: that when the faid Nabob was on his march todlfpiace 
the Naig, the faid Naig made themoft humble fubmiflions to him 
the Nabob as his immediate fuperior : that, in confequence of 
his fubmiflion, he wasreftored to hisr government, upon theufual 
terms given to feudatories and vaffals ; that is, upon paying an 
annual tribute of 300,000!. befides performing miKtary fervice, 
with all his forces : that to the faid Naig, whofe name was 
Sahu-je, fuccccded Shurfa-jc ; and to him Babu-Saheb, both 
of whom paid their annual tribute, performed their military 
fervices, befides paying the ufual fine of fucceflion upon their 
refpeftiveinveftitures to their immediate liege Lord, the Nabob 
of Arcot : that, after fome troubles, which were fettled and 
compofed by the decifion of the Divan, or Council of the Na- 
bob of the Carnatic, Sahu-je, thefecondofthename, became 
Rajah, by the commiflion, creation, and inveftiture of the 
faid Nabob : that Sahu-je, becoming difobedient and refrac- 
tory, was afterwards imprifoned by his liege Lord Sepadar Ali,, 
VoL. XXXIL C 
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Nabob of Arcot, who made his own preceptor, Sheik Aflud, 
Governor of Tanjore: that, in troubles which followed, Sahii- 
jc was again reftored ; but, being a fecond time deprived of 
Tanjore, one Pertaub Sing was raifed to the dignity of Rajah, 
by Saned of Abdalla Cawn, Nabob of the Carnatic ; In which 
he was afterwards confirmed by the Nabob Anwar ul Dien 
Cawn, the father of the prefent Nabob : that Pertaub Sing 
becoming negligent in paying his tribute, and otherwife rcr, 
fraftory, Anwar ul Dien Cawn Nabob of the Carnatic, was 
obliged to march againft him, and, having defeated and cha- 
ftifed him, received him to his protcilion, upon paying his 
arrears, and the expence of the expedition : that the Englifli 
Company’s Government fired their guns, and made other de- 
monftrations of joy, when they heard of the Nabob’s viftory 
over hisvaiTal, and congratulated him in an addrefs on that vic- 
tory ; that when the Nabob was unfortunately killed in battle 
by the French, and other rebels, in July 1749, much trouble 
enfued in the Carnatic : that a war being kindled, in which the 
French aflifted a falfe Nabob, and the Englilh, as good fub- 
je6ls of the Empire, having flood forth in fupport of the legal 
Nabob, his prefent Highnefs of the Carnatic, Pertaub Sing, 
proved lalfc to his immediate Lord : that he evaded the pay- 
ment of his annual tribute, and refufed compliance upon re- 
quifition of the military ferviccs he was bound to perform by 
the nature of his tenure: that he fee ret I y abetted the French, 
and correfponded wiili their rulers, whilft he amufed, betray- 
ed, and deceived, his Lord Paramount, and his friends the 
Englifli : that by ihefe means he faved his revenue, and became 
rich, and thus, by his influence or his power, induced the 
Englilh Prefidency to make the* faid treaty of 1762 : that, how- 
ever, the treaty of 1762 related only to matters of account, 
and the future amount ofthe annual peilhcufli, or tribute ; and 
that, confequently, it left the ^onllitutional rights of the Na- 
bob over Tanjore unimpaired and entire : that Pertaub Sing 
dying In December 1763, hisfon Tulja-je, in confequence of 
the Nabob's promife to the father, was raifed by Saned andin- 
veftiture to the Putt of Tanjore, upon paying theufual fine of 
fucceffion to his Ix)rd : that the firft aft of his power was to af- 
fairinatc all his legitimate male relations, making himfelf the 
iait of his family : that lie was as perfidious, and more aban- 
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doned than his father, was guilty of every public breach of 
duty, allegiance, and faith; that the Direflors of the Eaft In- 
dia Company were fo much offended at his conduft, that they 
fent pofitive orders to their fcrvants at Madras to aflilt the Na- 
bob in bringing the faid Tulja-je, his vaffal, to a fevere ac- 
xCOunt, for his multiplied delinquencies: that thofe orders were 
not executed by the prelidency of Fort Saint George, on ac- 
coimt of the political ftate of the furrounding powers when the 
orders arrived, the Nabob himfelf being unwilling to drive 
matters to any extremity on the fame account : that the Rajah^ 
continuing a fyftem of delinquency, prefumed to take up 
arms againft his neighbours and fellow vaifals, the fubjeSs an I 
dependents of the Nabob : that the Englifli Prefidcncy, as 
well as the Nabob, when they reinonftrated againft the condiift 
of Tulja-je, were treated by him with inattention, infoleiKe, 
and contempt: that the Nabob and the Prcfidency, were ob- 
liged, through neceflity, to have recourfe to arms: that their 
troops, in conjundlion with the eldcft fon of the Nabob, at- 
tacked and bcfieged Tanjore, and, a breach being made, the 
Rajah agreed to terms equally diffatisfaflory to the Nabob and 
to the Prefidency ; that the befiegers had fcarce removed their 
troops from the light of the Rajah, when he began, or rather 
renewed, his connexion with Hyder and the Mahrattas, then 
the enemies of the Carnatic: that he continued his intrigues 
with the French, Dutch, and Danes: that he not only left un- 
performed the articles of his late agreement, but broke the 
treaty of 1762, by evading the payment of his tribute, the fet- 
tlement of accounts, and the amount of the annual tribute, be- 
ing the foie objeds of that treaty: that while he refufed to pay 
his juft peiflicufli to his fuperior, he aided the enemies of that 
fuperior with money, provifions, and every fpccies of afliftance, 
to induce and enable them to invade the Carnatic : that the 
Prefidency of Fort Saint (iteorge, urged by the neceflity of 
preventing the dangerous efforts of the Rajah in the very heart 
of the Carnatic, again joined their forces with thofe of the Na- 
bob, tochaftife, and, fliould he prove obftinatc, to reduce en- 
tirely this refradory and hoftile vaffal : that knowing the te- 
nure of the Company in the country, and that they had no 
right to interfere but as guardians of the public fafety, thi’y 
folcyjply declared that they only aded as auxiliaries in the ex- 
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pedition : that they ftipulated the conqueft, if any conqueft 
fhould be made, (hould belong to, and be put in poffcflSon of, the 
Nabob, the principal in the war : that accordingly the expenco 
ol the expiedition fliould be paid by him, as he only was to de- 
rive any benefit from the fuccefs which might follow ; that the 
capital and the country (hould remain in his hands, in the dou- 
ble capacity of conqueror and Lord Paramount, for that as the 
Company did not appear as principals in the war, the^ad. 
no claim to the rewards of viftory ; that under fuch ftipula- 
tio.is, and many others of a fimilar kind, too tedious to mention, 
the uiiit .d forces of the Nabob and the Company took Tan- 
jore, capital of the province of that name ; that the Rajah, 
having alienated a part of the country to the Dutch, without 
the knowledge or confent of his liege J^ord, the Prefidency de- 
clared that their duty would not be fully performed, without 
placing the country, as well as the capital, in the hands of the 
Nabob : that the Nabob, to prevent the cfFufion of blood, and 
every pretence of a difference between the Englifh and Dutch, 
agreed to [>ay to the latter the money which tliey had advanced 
to the Rajah, or pretended to have advanced, for the didridLs 
in their pofTelfion ; that thus the province of Tanjorc, inde- 
pendent of his right as fuperior, became the undoubted pro- 
perty of the Nabob, as the acknowledged and undeniable 
principal in a war, w hich terminated in conqueft, the moft 
indifputable and irreverfible title that can be acquired by the 
law ot nature and nations : that Tanjore, thus acquired, re- 
mained and fiouriihed in the hands of theNabob for more than 
two years ; that the Company, fvvayed by motives different 
from any adherence to juftice, or public fa^ith, interfered with 
the moft facred rights of their fuperior in the CarnaiiCr and 
reftored, as principals, a conqueft, in the making of which they 
were paid as mercenaries : that, with innumerable aggrava- 
tions of injuftice, they took to theinfelves the very diftriSs 
which the Nabob had redeemed, with a large fum, from the 
Dutch, and that fo regardlefs were they of the fmalleft con- 
ftitutional rights of the Lord paramount, that they took no 
care (or ihe difeharging of the fmall tribute ftipulated by the 
treaty of 1762; that the flagrant breach of the public faith, 
padp by the reftoration of Tanjore, was followed by various 
|iid grievous cncrpachments on the remaining rights*^ the 



A. 1792. DEBATES. 13 

Nabob : that he was ftript of all dignity and authority among 
his fubjefts, by being denied the freedom of entertaining a few 
troops for enforcing the laws, and prote^ing his perfon : that, 
contrary to the privilege of a Prince and Sovereign, his family 
and fervants have been wantonly infulted by the operation of 
the Company’s law court within his tctritorics, and even with- 
in his reiidence: that, contrary to the laws of nations, the 
"X^arnatic has been involved in war, without either the confent 
or participation of its Sovereign ; and that he was obliged to 
pay a very large portion of the expence : that although the 
province of Tanjore yields a great revenue, and ought to yield 
more, no proportion of the expences of the war was demanded 
of the Rajah : that, when peace was concluded in the Car- 
natic, the name of the Nabob, the Stwereign of the country, 
was not mentioned in the treaty ; while, to add to this fevere 
indignity, the names of fome his vaiTals and dcpendaif^ 
were inferted, and their interefts included in that treaty : that 
although the war was not the Nabob’s war, to manifeil his at- 
tachment to the Engl i(h Interefts, he agreed to affign his re* 
venue towards maintaining it into the hands of the Company’s 
fervants, upon certain ftipulations and conditions, and for a 
time limited ; that as foon as the collcftion of the revenue 
came into the hands of the Company’s fervants, they feized the 
whole authority of the Nabob, who was thereby dlfgraced in 
the eyes of his fubjefts, and all the powers of India : that, al- 
though the Nabob was fevercly aggrieved by fuch invafion and 
oppreflion, the Company were not benefited by the mcafure, 
the country yielding much lefs under the new colledlors, thaa 
it had done to the Nabob : that the Nabob and his family, and 
dependants, were reduced to want and diftrefs by the finalliiefs 
and irregularity of the payment of the portion allotted for his 
fubfiftence ; and that he languilhed for. fevcral years under the 
indignity and preffure of his misfortunes : that, when peace 
was eftabliftied between the Croivns of Great Britain and 
France, his Sacred Majefty the King of Great Britain agreed 
to intercede with his ally the Nabob for the ceilion of addi- 
tional territories to the French on the Coaft : that, notwith- 
ftanding this implied intercelTion, confiderable diftrids of the 
Carnatic were delivered to the French by the Prefidency of 
Saint George, without aiking either the confent or ac- 
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quieicence of the Nabob : that orders were font from England 
in 1784, which arrived in June 1785, to reftorc his country 
and revenue to the l^abob : that in thefe orders it was men- 
tioned, that the Nabob ihould confeot to pay annually twelve 
beks of pagodas to his public and private creditors ; that the 
Government of Fort Saint George demanded four lacks of pa- 
godas more for the current expences, in all fixteen lacks ot 
pagodas : that the Nabob complained of the burden of this* 
furo, as too great for the ability of his country, frefh from the 
devaftations of war : that he fignified his wilhes, as the public 
cxpcnce of defence mu(l of ncceffity be defrayed, to have his 
annual payments of debts leflTened, from which little iiKonve- 
nience would arife, as k would be only extending the payment 
of a debt, for which intereft would be regularly given, to a 
feiall portion of time beyond what was originally intended : 
4 hat this would give cafe to the diftrclfed fubjeds of the Car- 
iiatic> and enable the Sovereign to reftorc the country to its 
former profperity, by encouraging the cultivation : that orders, 
which mijft be allowed to be founded on the principles of equity, 
were fent to the Prefidency of Fort Saint George, that the 
Company, in the proportion to the revenue on the Coaft, 
ihotilld pay their ftiare of the public cxpencc : that, on this 
principle, the Nabob’s proportion, under a wrong eftimate of 
his revenue, was calculated at nine lacks of pagodas : that this 
fum, added to the twelve lacks paid to his public and private 
creditors, increafed his annual kifts to twenty-one lacks of pa- 
godas ; that his nett receipts, even in the very heft years, and 
in the moft profperous times, feldom amounted to that fum : 
that they had fallen much below that amount, through the de- 
Vaftations of war, and a general and deftru6five drought : that 
the kifts, ftipulated to be paid to the Company, are far from 
being the whole of the expences of the Nabob : that to keep 
his country from abfolute ruin, he muft maintain public works, 
jiepair tanks and water courfes, and give money to the poor 
ryots, to enable them to cultivate their lands : that he is bound, 

. by every tye, to pay fums for charitable ufes, to fupport .his 
Illations and their families, together with the old fervants and 
dependants of hhnfelf and his father : that, beftdes, be is ob- 
I^ed to fupport fome decent kind of dignity, as Prince of the 
jtlpiitry^ and to maintain a numerous family of children i^l^t 
4 
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the fundamental laws, on which the ^•Ights of the Nabob of 
the Carnatic arc founded, are deeply affefted with rcfpefl: to 
the jaghire and the diftrift of Arni : that Zulphucar Cawii 
Bahauder, Nabob of the Carnatic, cortfirgicd one Conary Row 
in that jaghire on the ufual conditions ; that the faid Conary 
Row was to take care of, and to keep the fort in repair, to pay 
monthly the garrifon, to fend their receipts to the King’s of- 
fice as vouchers, to treat the foldiers with kindnefs, and to 
p^y every attention to their rights, to engage their fidelity and 
attachment to thp King : that the faid Conary Rbw Ihould pay 
a yearly peifiicuflfinto the King^s treafury ; and, in the event 
of a war in the Carnatic, to pay his fhare of theexpences there- 
of, in proportion to the revenue of the jaghire, as fettled by 
the Nabob of the King ; that, in cafe he ftiould aft contrary 
to thofe duties, he miift look upon himfelf as difpoffeflcd, 
and under the difpleafure of the King;’* that during the 
troubles, which infefted the Carnatic for feveral years, the 
Killedar of Arni took advantage of the misfortunes of the times, 
by withdrawing his obedience ; that he opprelfed the people of 
the jaghire, being under no apprehenfion of control : that he 
attacked his neighbours and fellow-fubjefts, and gave protec- 
tion to robbers, murderers, and all criminals who fled from 
juftice ; that he was guilty of all the crimes that conllitute 
public delinquency, in the eyes of any regular government ; 
that the Prefidency of Fort Saint George concurred in opinion 
with the Nabob, as to the expediency of removing the Kille- 
dar : that he was accordingly deprived of h»s command, and 
the military ftipend, arifing from thejaghire, was taken away, 
but that he and his famil^ were provided with an allowance for 
an honourable fubfdtencc : that, notwithftanding the concur- 
rence of the Prefidency in depriving fo dangerous a man of 
power, they reftored to him the emoluments formerly allotted 
for the military fervice of the ftate : ,that the fort and its ex- 
pence were left to, the Nabob, and the whole revenue given to 
the Killedar and his friends : that an ample revenue, received 
widiout deduftion, promoted difputes and diflentions among 
themfelves : that the circles of trouble fpreading to the neigh- 
bouring country, the fervants of the Company, as well as the 
Nabob, were alarmed : that the Prefidency accordingly gave 
their advice and concurrence to the Nabob in refuming the 
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jai^ire: that the Nabob accordingly refumed it^ and* paid a 
monthly allowance to the Killedar and his family, till Hyder 
Ali, having ravaged Arni, with other parts of the Carnatic, 
in the year 1780, deprived it of all refoiirces : that Arni, with 
the reft of the Carnatic, fell under the management of the 
fervants of the Company by the deed of afEgnment : that when 
the reft of the Carnatic was reftored to the Nabob, Arni was 
not reftored : that fuch condud is an unjuftiftable interference 
Nvith the independent rights of the Nabob : that, befides hj^ 
lofs of revenue, he is di (honoured, by the meafure, in the. 
eyes of India ; as the nature of things, as wefl as the matter 
of fad, proves, that the Killedar could not poflibly have been 
permitted to have any indefeafible right in a place within a few 
miles of the capital of the Carnatic : that on the 31ft of Ja- 
nuary, 1787, Tulga-ge, Rajah of Tanjore, died, leaving none 
exifting of the legitimate line of his family ; that the Nabob, 
as Lord paramount of the country, made a requifition to the 
Company's Governments in India, to place Tanjore under his 
admiriiftrut ion, according to the univerfal laws of the eaft: 
that the view of the Nabob's requifition was, not only the 
prefervation of the undoubted and indifputablc rights of his 
government and fovereignty, but to fcciire the peace of the 
Carnatic, which nature intended, and policy required, (hould 
be under one government : that, adding advantage to jufticc, 
the N: bob made propofals, which could not fail to render the 
affairs of the EngliOi nation, on the coaft, profperous : that 
the whole revenue of Tanjore is eftimated, at prefent, at no 
more than ten lacks of pagodas ; which may juftly be aferibed 
to the loofc, profligate, and oppreffive government of the 
country, after it was unjuftly wrefted from the hands of the 
Nab|,;b, in 1776: that the Company only receive, out of that 
fum, four lacks of pagodas, for the general defence : that the 
Nabob propo fed that the whole revenue (after de- 

fraying the charges of colleftion, and providing fuch a rcafon- 
able fiibfiftence for the remains of Tulja-ge’s family, as the 
Company’s Government (hould think proper), (hould be ap- 
propriated, and fet apart, for the military fervice of the Car- 
natic ; that to render this offer more determinate and explicit, 
the Nabob engaged to realize, the firft year eleven lacks ; the 
fecond year thirteen lacks ; and from the third year fifteen lacks 
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of pagodas annually, to be paid to the Company, and to be ap- 
plied to the general expence : that this laft-mentionedrfum is 
one third more than the whole eftimated revenue of the coun- 
try at prefent ; and near four times as much as the Company 
now receive from Tanjore, towards the publSf defence : that 
the Company’s Governments acceding to the Nabob’s propo- 
fals would perfeftly fecure the Carnatic from all foreign inva- 
fion : that the public finances would flourilh, and the army be 
formidable : that the Company, inftead of being almoft defti- 
tutc of^mmerce, as at prefent, might apply their whole re- 
venue, amounting to near twenty, lacks of pagodas, to the pur- 
pofes of inveftment: that a fubjeft of fuch importance will 
prove an excufe for repetitions, that the Nabob is the Sovereign 
and Lord Paramount of Tanjore, which was left without heirs, 
by the death of Tulja-je : that, by the laws of India, and 
thofe of all countries in the world w'here the feudal government 
exifis, a territory left without heirs reverts to the Sovereign : 
that the Eaft-India Company are no more than fubjefts in Hin- 
doftan : that in Bengal they are Dewans, but only Jaghirdars 
in the Carnatic : that neither as Dewans of Bengal, which 
country hath nothing to do with the Carnatic, nor as Jaghir- 
dars on the coaft, where their very tenure marks them as fub- 
je<Ss, they have the fmalleft fliadow of a title to interfere with 
the conftitutional rights of their Lord Paramount : that, how- 
ever, the conftitutional rights of the Nabob, with refpeft to 
^Tanjore, were overlooked or negleftcd : that the offers of an 
immenfe advantage to the Company and Britilh nation were 
difregarded: that a natural fon of the late Pertaub Sing, who 
had been more than twelve years a prifoiier, was placed in thc 
government of Tanjore : that neither a failed of fuccefljon, nor 
an inveititure were either afked from, or given by, the Na- 
bob ; without which no legal government can poflibly exift in 
Tanjore: that thus the Nabob is grievoufly injured in his 
neareft, deareft, and moft facred rights : that t)ie Company and 
Britiih nation are much injured in point of finance: that an 
example of encroachment is exhibited to the eyes of all India ; 
and a government eftabliflied in one of its provinces, which, 
having its foundatiop on no right, cannot difpenfe juftice, the 
great end of all government : that, when the treaty of Febru« 
ary 1787 was negociating between the Nabob and the Madras 
Vot.^CXXII. D 
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Government^ he reprefented to rjicm^ that the Aims deniandod 
from him were of fuch a vaft lAagnitude as he was fully con- 
vinced his country was by no means able to bear ; ahd Gover- 
nor Campbell, inconfequence of the Nab .b’s reprefentations, 
agreed, in a pfiblic letter, previous to the execution of the 
treaty, that an abatement of two lacks of pagodas per annum 
fliouldbemade in his kilts, if the revenues w^erc formed unequal 
to the payment : that the Company's Icrvants have refufed to 
allow him this annual abatement, though the Nabob ofFcrevI'to 
iisiifBit/ the accounts of his receipts to the infpcdioffof fuch 
perfons as the Governor and Council fhould think proper to 
appoint for that purpofe : that by the faid treaty of 1787 it was 
ftipulated, that in the event of any Aiilure in the Lifts from the 
want of rain, or other unforefecn calamities, a deduclion 
Ihould be made to thp extent of the injury which the revenues 
might thereby fuftain: that the Company's fervants have alfo 
Tcfufcd to conform to this ftipulation, and to allow him any 
dedudtion in his kifts on account of failure in his reveiiucs 
from the want of rain^^ though it was well known to them that" 
they had fulFercdin a very great degree from an uniifual drought 
of four fucceflive years, and their own jaghirc had fuffcTcd 
greatly from the fame caufc, and for which they had granted 
reiniffion to their own rentors : that by the fame treaty it w^as 
agreed and ftipulated, that the Nabob ihould be furniihed an- 
nually w'ith an accurate account, fliewung tbciiombcr of trcx)ps 
maintained, and the names and fituatiousof the garrlfons fup- 
porteclby the annual contributions, and purticularly the troops 
and garrifons maiptained by the nine lacks of pagodas annually 
contributed by his Highnefs to the general defence: that it is 
now upwards of three and a half years iince the execution of 
that treaty, yet the Nabob has not been furniihed wdth any 
account whatever, not even of the dividends made to his pri- 
vate creditors ; and though he is to pay nearly one half of the 
cxpencts of the late war in thq Carnatic, and the Company re- 
ceive yearly about four lacks of pagodas under that head, yet 
they will not afccrlain the quantum of thofc expences, or fur- 
nifli him with any account to fliew when his payments therein 
arc to have an end ; tb.at, by the 15th article of the aforef^id 
treaty^ it is alfo ftipulated, that, whenever the Company (liall 
enter into any negociations, v^^hcrein the interef^s of the Car-» 
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natic and its dependencies maybe concerned,, the Prefident ia 
Council of Fort Saint George (hall communicate the pro- 
ceedings to his Highnefs the Nabob of the Carnatic, as the 
firm ally of the Company, and that he (hall bf informed of all 
mcafures which (hall relate to the declaring of war, or making 
peace with any of the Princes of Hindoftan, fo far as the in* 
terefts of the Carnatic may be immediately concerned therein ; 
and the name of his Highnefs (liall be inferted in all treaties 
regarcTfhg the Carnatic : that great preparations for war were 
made for feveral months together, and ncgociations entered 
it*to with the Nizam and the Mahratta States, and treaties 
finally made with thofe powers by the Company’s Governments 
in India : that fo far from conforming to that article of the 
treaty, the Nabob was not informed of any of the proceedings 
regarding thofe ncgociations, until after they had been con- 
cluded, and the treaties executed, and even then no farther 
than being furniflicd with copies of the treati^ with the Ni- 
zam and the Mahrattas, in which neither his name nor the 
Carnatic are fo much as mentioned : that the army has been 
alfemblcd, and hofhlities have been commenced againfl Tip- 
poo, for feveral months patt, without giving the Nabob any 
information relative to the operations of the war, though he is 
expelled to pay nearly one half the expence thereof : that the 
grain of his country, in v/hlch the greateft part of his reve- 
nues confilts, the ploughing cattle, and the hiifbandmen, were 
fi ized for the ufc of the army, whereby he was deprived of the 
means of realizing the actual refources of his country : that, 
after having taken thefe fteps, the Company’s Government at 
Madras drew up an incorre£l and unjuft account againft the 
Nabob, by fupprefling the reduftion to be made on the new 
arrangement, and the allowance to be granted by treaty for 
failure of crops in bad fcafons, whereby they made appear a 
large balance in favour of the Company^ and, without fo much 
as comparing it with the Nabob’s ftatement, thus tranfmitted 
it to the Government General of Bengal, which was thereby 
erroneoufly led to order the fequeftration of his country: %h 9 t, 
in diredt breach of the aforefaid treaty of 1787, and in de- 
fiance of the laws of nations, they carried the faid orders of the 
Government General into the moft rigorous execution, feized 
the Adz](^inillration of his coontry by force of arms, committed 

D z 
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jlfts of barbari^ towards many of his principal fervants and 
fubjedls, men of family and diftindion, throughout the coun> 
tidies, and, in the face of all the Princes and powers, and the 
European nations, in India, in the face of his enemies, and 
of his own fubjeds and dependants, have indelibly injured 
his honour, infultcd his dignity, and reduced him to the mere 
fliadow of the Prince of the Carnatic : that the Nabob has 
now been the mod faithful and (ledfaft ally of the Englilh na- 
tion, during a period of near fifty years : that he gone 
hand in hand with them at all times of adverfity as well as 
profperity, and has devoted his whole life and fortune to 
their welfare : that, after all, indead of enjoying repofe and 
tranquillity, which he had expeAed would have been the re- 
ward of his long and faithful attachment to the Englilh nation, 
his latter days are embittered with aggravated misfortune and 
afBidtion, and his gray hairs treated with derilion and con- 
tempt : that tfiere are many other grievances under which the 
Nabob Inbonrs, but which the edablilhing a general line, thaf 
rovd not be tranfgrefied, will remove : that, in fetting forth 
the grievances he has explained, he has avoided to accufe or 
blame individuals : that redrefs is his objedl, and not revenge j 
and that, content with receiving judice for the future, he wants 
no retribution for pad injuries: that he is willing to aferibo 
feme public encroachments upon his rights to the Company ’d 
being ignorant of the limits of their own ; and far be it from 
his heart to lay to the charge of a great nation, whonr he ef- 
teems, admires, aud loves, thofe enormities, encroachments, 
and oppreflions, which pallions of various kinds have fuggeiled 
to individuals : that the Nabob of the Carnatic fends this his 
petition to the honourable the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament aifembled, as the Company of Merchants of Eng- 
land trading to the Ead Indies, and their concerns, are pecu- 
liarly under their infpeSion and control j and therefore praying, 
the Houfe to take tlie premifes into their confideration^ and 
to do in them as to the Houfe fltall feem fit. 

CTfdcred to lie on the table, 

-The Houfe adjourned. 
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TuefJay, 6th March. 

There not being a fufiicient number of Members to ballot 
for a Committee on the Bedford Eledlioni no bufinefs was 
done. 

fVedneJdayy *)th March. 

On the motion of Mr. Chancellor PITT, the Houfe rc- 
folved itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to take into 
confidcration that part of His Majefty’s fpeech, which recona^ 
mends that a provifion (hall be made for the eftablilhment of 
their Royal Highnefles the Duke and Duchefs of York, the 
Earl of Mornington in the chair. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the fatisfaflion that Houfe 
had cxprelTed, and the public had felt, as well as the apprecia- 
tion of His Majefty with refpeft to the happy event of the mar- 
riage of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York, rendered it 
needlefs for him to trouble the Committee at length upon the 
fubje£t now before them. He Ihould be unpardonable if he 
expatiated on a topic fo well known, and which had received 
fuch general concurrence. The fubjeft now before the Com- 
mittee was the confideration of a mode to enable His Majefty 
to make a fuitablc provifion, as exprefled in his gracious fpeech 
from the Throne, for their Royal Highneffes the Duke and 
Duchefs of York. The way in which he fhould propofe that 
this fhould be accomplifhed, would bei that i8,oool. a year be 
allowed to their Royal Highneij^out of the qonfolidated fund. 
In addition to which it was in contemplation that a farther fum 
of 7,oool. a year ihould be allowed to their Royal HighnciTei 
out of the Iriih revenue. Laflly, he had to propofe, what he 
hoped would be a diftant contingency, if the event ihould ever 
happen — namely that of her Royal Highnefs furviving the 
Duke. In that cafe he ihould propofe that the jointure of her 
Royal Highnefs ihould be 8,oooI. a year, payable alfo out of 
tlie confolidated fund. That this annuity to their Royal High- 
neffes ihould be computed from the 5th of July, 1791. He 
therefore moved, That it is the opinion of the Committee, 
that a fum or fumsof money not exceeding 18, cool, in the 
whole be annually charged on the confolidated fund, to en- 
able His Majefty to make provision for the eftabliflunent of 
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their Rqjr^l HighnelTcstheDuke and Duchefsof York, to bc^ 
** computed from the 5th of July 1791.*' 

Mr. FOX faid, it was not his intention to move any amend- 
ment to the ref jutievi now propofed : but he did think that the 
mo^e of pioviding for His Majefty's numerous family, Ihould 
be put on fomc furc and folid principle, rationally confidered 
arid well digefted. He declared, that what he was now going 
to fay on this fubjeft was the pure effeft of his own opinion, 
totally unconneded with any partiality, which he might bt al- 
lowed natu^lly to feel for any branch of this illuftrious family. 
That it was not the efFe£l of any previous conl'ultation, or at 
the defire*' of any perfon whomfoever, but was the pure fenti- 
incnt he had as a Member of that Houfe, and even as an indi- 
vidual. Whatever attachment, therefore, he had of affeftion, 
and dutiful regard to any particular part of this illuftrious fa- 
mily, was totally out of the queftion, in what fie had to fay on 
the prefent fubjeft. He fpoke of them as the Princes of this 
country, of whom he knew no more than of thofe who were 
Princes one hundred years ago. His opinion, therefore, with 
this explanation was, and lie had no doubt but that the Com- 
mittee would join with him, that it w^as the intereft of the 
people of this country to be governed by a monarchy, and that 
fucha monarchy (hould always be maintained with fuitable dig- 
nity and fplendor, for that a fplendid fupport was reqiiifite, and 
conftituted a principle on which our Government was formed, 
and on which the conftitution gave it power. This was the 
jgeneral ground on which heJ||iilt his obfervations. 

Another particular confideration which determined his opi- 
nion, and which he fubmitted to the Committee, was the par- 
ticular fitiiation of the Princes of the blood in this country^ not 
' only when provifion was made for them from father to fon, as 
was the cafe here, but when they Ihould become of a moredif- 
. tant relation to the Crown. It muft be allowed, that in ei- 
cafe they ought to have confiderable power, and that they 
were placed in a hard ftatc indeed, when they were to depend 
fat fupport entirely at the will of the Crown, and be thus totally 
under its direftion. 

With refpeS to provifion for the Princes of the blood, the 
Ibft queftion, when application was made to-Parliamcnt, would 
njpuailybe — Is die civil lift inadequate to the^purpofes of fub> 
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ly maintaing and fupporting them ! He prefumed it ^as 
or they Ihould not hear of any motion of this kind. The Hoofe 
fliould make up their opinion on this point Befbre they deter- 
milled on meafures of this nature. If the civil lid was not ade*- 
quate, and if the care ancf control of the maintenance of the 
Princes Ihould be vefted in His Majefty, thcti the civil lift 
ought to be augmented and made adequate to that purpofe. He 
thought that in this cafe feme line ought to be drawn, aiid fome 
folid principle adopted. The lyhole, a$ the cafe would now 
ftand, would be entirely at the mercy of the Crown, whatever 
fums of money the Public might be called on to pay. The whole 
in this cafe, as propofed by the refolution before the Commit- 
tee, was a mere annuity. Now, in what fituation were the 
Ptinces placed ? A Prince arrives of age and marries ^ he is to 
have an eilablilhment for his family, for which purpofc we ga\x 
him nothing but a mere annuity. He believed that the molt 
narrow^ in their way of thinking, and the molt rigid cecono- 
niifts, would allow that a town refidence was necelfary for hid 
Royal Highnefs, and that a fplendid one, and that he ihould 
alfo have a fplendid houfe in the country. What was the calc 
here ? The Duke of York was to have a Aim of money by way 
of annuity, and that was all. What was he to have for fitting 
up Ills dwelling ? What fum of money w as he to fet olF with ? 
Parliament gave him a certain fum by way bf iuebme, and might 
fay it w'as fufficient — True, but then they left him to provieje 
the means of beginning life as he could. How was he to raife 
money for this purpofe ? The only property he had by this re- 
folulion was an annuity, on which he would be compelled to 
raife money. Was lliis the proper way to make provifion for 
a fplendid Prince ? Thofe whothouglit they made in this way 
a fuitable provifion had not fufficiently refleddedon the fubjeft ; 
they had not thought how difficult it would be for His Royal 
Highnefs to raife money on this annuity. In order to do fo, 
perhaps, he would be obliged to fejl it at ten years purchafe. 
What was the conclufion from all this ? Why, that the fum 
granted was not granted in the right way. A certain Aim of 
money (hould be firA granted to bis Royal Highnefs to begin the 
‘world with, and afterwards fome given to him by way of aa- 
auity. As it now Aood, for aught Parliament cou)d know, this 
annuity might be either too mudi or too little. He ihould 
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wilb that the HdulieWonId laydown foipe principle by 
whichy whenever they meant to provide for any of the Royal 
fiimilyt thiey might know in fa£l what fort of provifion they 
i^Ify gave ; here the Houfe knew not what would be the real 
extent of the provifion. His Royal Highnefs was put into a 
fituation in which he knew not how to aft., Suppore> for in- 
ftance^ in the fitting up of his town rcfidence, a fum of 40,000] . 
were wanted, a fum confidering all things, the fplendour of 
his ftation, and the price of ncceffary articles, by no means out 
of bounds in point of expence, how was his Royal Highnefs to 
raife this money ? By applying to perfons who make a property 
of young men of fafhion when they lend them money. This 
was fairly throwing his Royal Highnefs into the way of temp- 
tation-^It was putting it out of his power to be difereet and 
economical — It was not what Parliament ought to do. They 
allowed of the propriety of the marriage of the Duke of York ; 
the King approved of it — the Public were faid to be fatisfied 
‘With it. In thefe circumftances care fhould have been taken, 
that what was granted fhould be comfortably enjoyed — How 
could that be done ? By allowing a certain fum for his Royal 
Highnefs to commence his eftablifhment. This could be dona 
without increafing the real expence to the Public— -The annuity 
might be leflened, if the Committee thought fit, for the pur- 
pofe of allowing his Royal Highnefs this fum of money ; for 
his part he thought the income by no means. too much. How- 
ever unpopular the doftrine might be, he was ready to confefs 
that he thought there fhould be a fum of money voted immedi- 
ately, befides this annuity. Another point as to the marriage ; 
fuppofing it to produce, what wc call a fccurity for the protef- 
tant fucceffion — they would be left completely and totally with- 
out any provifion whatever — they would be left totally depend- 
ant on the will of the Crown, or dependant on the will of Par- 
liament. He did not approve of the praftice which fubjefted 
th^fe Princes to perpetual application to Pailiament, without 
anything like a principle to govern thefe applications. There 
fhould be provifion for the iffue of this family — ^Hcre they were 
placed in a worfc fituation than any private family in England. 
Either the immediate defeendants from the Throne at leafl 
fhould be provided for by a refolution of that Houfe, or by the 
» and if thecivij lift was not equal to that end, it fhould 
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be made fo. His Majefty had five fons, all of them now nearly 
of age— they had hitherto been provided for from the civil lift. 
If the civil lift was equal to their fupport, it was more^than 
enough before that expence was incurred. Xll that he wifhed 
was, that theHoufe ftiould adopt fomc principle in that rcfpeft 
and not allow thefe things to remain for ever vague and inde- 
finite. Hard, indeed, would the cafe be of thofe branches of 
the family, who were immediately defcended from the Throne ; 
they would not have even the fame claim of natural affedlion 
to afliftance from the civil lift, and muft wait the temper and 
caprice of Parliament. As to the cafe of their Royal High- 
nefles the Duke and Duchefs of York, it muft be allowed to be 
totally uncertain. It depended not on their own prudence, but 
on the will of others. It was not an annuity on which money 
could be faid to be fure of being raifed, even after it was voted. 
Not a (hilling of it was vefted adlually in his Royal Highnefs ; 
it was not what he could convey. Money advanced on it 
would be only perfonal credit. Men of reputation would not 
like to deal on it — for it was a vote for money to enable His 
Majefty to provide a fuitable eftablilhment for their Royal High- 
nelTes the Duke and Duchefs of York — not a (liilling of it ac- 
tually under the controul of the Duke of York. Thefe points 
(truck him forcibly. Perhaps, he (hould be alkcd, why he did 
not move an amendment to this refolution. He had various 
reafons — he wi(hed all thefe matters to originate with the 
Throne — he wi(hed alfo that what came from thence in that 
refpeft, (hould be unanimoully aflTcnted to in that Houfe. He 
rather threw thefe obfervations out as hints of what he would 
wi(h to fee hereafter. He hoped the lime would foon arrive 
when fome provifion would be made for thefe things upon a 
found and rational principle. That the Public might fairly fee 
the amount of the expence they were to be at, on account of 
the whole family, and that when an annuity, was given it (hould 
be correfpondent with a fplcndideftablilhmcnt : and that above 
all, that when provifion was made for any of His Majefty’s il- 
luftrious family, the fplendour of their ftation (hould not be 
contrafted with the dependant (late in which they were to aik 
for fupport. He (hould move nothing on the fubjeft ; he dated 
thtfe things merely from his own opinion, upon a point on 
XXXII. E 
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which he thought the public mind Was in feme degree inte- 
refted. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT agreed with Mr. Fox on moflof the 
topics he had ad? anced on this fubjeft, and particularly, that 
points of this nature fhould originate from the Crown. He had 
it not in command however from His Majefty to make any 
other propofals than thofe already fubmitte J to the Committee ; 
and not having received any commands, it would be the height, 
of prefumptioh in him to make any of his own mind, and he 
believed the Hoiife feldom felt itfelf inclined to go beyond the 
point recommended by His Majefly in thefe cafes ; but there 
was one point on which he thought he ought to give his opi- 
nion, and which had been alluded to by the right honourable 
gentleman who had juft fpoken — Whether the eftabliftiment 
in queftion would be defrayed out of the civil lift, and whe- 
ther the other branches of the Royal family fhould be provided 
for by Parliament r” This w^as evident from the tenour of a 
meflage which he had the honour of being charged with from 
the Tlironelaft year, refpcftingthccftablifhment of his Royal 
Higanefs the Duke of Clarence. In that meftage His Majefty 
had ftated the infufficiency of the civil lift for the ends of pro- 
viding for the younger branches of the Royal family. This 
was proof fufticient that the civil lift w as not adequate for this 
purpofe. It was upon that ground that’gentlemen voted twelve 
thoufand pounds a year to his Royal Highiicfs the Duke of 
Clarence. He therefore took it for granted that the Hoiifc al- 
lowed the inadequacy of the civil Vui for any eftabliftiment of 
the branches of the Royal family ; and now he put it to the 
Committee, whether , there can now remain a doubt on that 
point — or whether, if it w»as inadequate to the fupporting of 
the Duke of Clarence with i2,oool. a year, whether i8,oooJ. 
could now be paid out of itibrthe Duke of York ? The truth 
certainly was, the civil lift is not more than adequate for the ci - 
vil Government. 

As to fome of the other points alluded to by the honourable 
gentleman, he did not feel himfclf at liberty to difciifs them 
now, having executed all the commands of His Majefty to tlu ir 
lulUexttnt, and' not wilhing to fubmit any thing more than 
he was commanded. It could not be defirable that the Royal 
family iliould always remain in a ftate that depended bn that 
3 
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Houfe — ^but this was a point not immediately before them. 
One obfervation, however, had been made, to which he muft 
make a fhort anfwer — That their Royal HighneflTes had no ca- 
pital allowed them by this propofed refolution.^ This was not 
ftriftly the fa£l ; for the Conlmittee would obferve, that the 
annuity was to commence on the 5th of July laft ; this was half 
a year, being for both eftablifliments above i2,oool. 

When any of the branches of the family (hould be unpro- 
vided with eftablifliments, and under a Sovereign not their fa- 
ther, no doubt they would then be more immediately the objeft 
of the care of that Houfe, and provilion, he hoped, would be 
made for them ; but this alfo was a point not immediately pref- 
fing on the prefent Committee — it was not aftually thfe bulw 
nefs of the prefent day to make any provifion in this refpeft, 
and he had it not in command from His Majelly to make any 
communication upon that topic. Commands, no doubt, 
would be given when it was necelfary to make that provifion. 
On the other points he Ihould remain filent for the prefent, as 
they did not feem to be neceflary for the prefent difculfion. 

Mr. FOX obferved that the right honourable gentleman had 
taken credit for more liberality than had been Ihewn to their 
Royal Highneflesthe Duke and Diichefsof York — fix months 
would not be in advance to them for the purpofe of commenc- 
ing their eftabliftiment — they had arrived in England three out 
of thefc fix months — if they had not, the advance would hardly 
be worth mentioning — but 12,500! — He fubmitted to the Com- 
mittee whether they thought that a fum of money fufficient to 
commence the cfiabliihment of fuch a family. It was well 
known that the Duke had a country refidence ; but he hoped 
his Royal Highnefs would forgive him, if he obferved, that it 
was poffible that he may have had incumbrances on it, which 
were contradled under difadvantageous circumftances. He en- 
forced fome of his former obfervations, . and added others on 
this fubjeft, and remained quite of the fame opinion as before; 

Sir JAMES JOHNSTONE faid, he thought it was right 
the fon (hould depend upon the father for fupport. If he goes 
to ufurers, and granted them annuities, he hoped the father 
would have the juftice to fet them afidc. If he thought he 
(hould go to ufurers, he would vote againfi his having any 
thing. As to the fum being too fmall, was this all he had ? 
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Had he not the Bifliopric of Ofnaburgh ? Was that worth no- 
thing ? As to his having no houfe in town^ he hoped he would 
npt be obliged to deep in the ftreets ! 

Mr. FOX faid| that it having been fo totally unufual to 
confider any thing belonging to Princes out of this kingdom, 
that it had never even been mentioned. Not a word was ever 
faid of His Majefty*s revenue from Hanover ; it was never even 
thought of in the difcuHion of His Majefty’s revenue, on his 
different applications to Parliament for fupport. ItHanoVer 
was never mentioned, why fhould Ofnaburgh be mentioned as 
belonging to the Duke of York ? The Houfe never yet inquired 
into thefe points ; if they fliould inquire, the refult would be, 
that the fubjeS was not worth the inquiry. Becaufe we had 
no means of having either accurate or authentic information, 
the Houfe fliould not inquire at all. 

Mr. BURDON thought the fuin propofed was more than 
the country could well afford, and more than abfolutely ncccf- 
fary for his Royal Highnefs to expend. He therefore had no 
hefltation in faying that he (hould have confidered io,oool. a 
fufficient fum. 

Mr. W. SMITH faid, he had not the fmalleft doubt, that 
was the money to come out of the pockets of gentlemen in 
that Houfe, there would not be a Angle voice againft it, but 
he begged the Committee to recollefi: that it w^as the money of 
their conftituents, and not their own, which they were voting 
away. 

Mr. M. MONTAGU laid it was of importance to con- 
fider, whether this was merely a provifion for the Duke of 
York, or whether it was a principle upon which all the other 
branches of the Royal family might expeft, under fimilar cir- 
Cumilances, the fame allowance. If this principle was to be 
extended, he certainly difapproved of it ; bccaufe he thought 
with the right honourable gentleman over the way, that it was 
either not enough, or too much ; he owned his opinion leaned 
to the latter fuppofition, and he was fore the fum was more 
than the country could well afford. He likewife thought the 
Dukeof York’s income from Ofnaburgh, made the impro- 
priety of any increafe here more againft his claims, than thofe 
of any of the other Princes. 

Mr. FOX faid, it was extremely unfair in gentlemen to in-i 
troduce the income arifing from Ofnaburgh into tke debate 
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Bpon this ftibjeft, efpccialiy when every one who had mention- 
ed it, had likewife declared that he knew not what it really 
was. In his opinion, that was entirely out of the queftion, as 
much fo, as theincomefarifmg from Hanover to HisMajefty,' 
when the civil lift was the fnbjeft in difcuflion, and both the 
one and the other he confidcred as very improper and unnecef- 
fary to be brought forward in that Houfe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT agreed perfeftly with what had fallen 
from the right honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, and had 
only to add, that he did not think that the prefent motion was 
any principle or precedent that could entitle the other branches 
of the Royal family to expedl the fame allowance ; in his mind, 
it was neceff'ary to take into confideration the degree of proba- 
bility to the fucceflion to the Crown, and the Duke of York 
having made a marriage, which the Houfe and the country had 
approved of. 

Sir WILLIAM DOLEEN expreffed in very proper termrf 
his loyalty to the King, and every branch of the Royal family; 
he wifhed likewife not to forget entirely his duty to his con- 
flituents. He fliould be pleafed if the motion pafled unani- 
moufly, that it might be well received in the country, fo 
not to meet that unpopularity which always attended a mcafurc 
upon which there was much difference of opinion. He thought 
the fum was large, and if the other branches of the family 
were to have each as much, their allowance of 37,000!. por 
annum would be, comparatively fpeaking, much, greater than 
the Prince of Wales’s, which was only 6o,oool. As to Ofna- 
burgh, he did not think it ought to be put entirely out of the 
queftion ; for he underftood that his Royal Highnefs received 
upwards of 12, cool, per annum from it. 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR faid, he hoped the motion would 
pafs without any oppofition, and he did not think the Aim in 
any refpecl too much ; on the income which his Royal High- 
nefs derived from Ofnaburgh, he thought it was wrong to 
argue upon what was fo imperfedly known ; as far as he could 
learn, however, it was not quite half what the honourable Ba^ 
ronet ftated it to be. 

Sir JAMES JOHNSTONE faid, the income from Ofna- 
burgh was a very material confideration ; from the belt inform 
motion he could get, it produced 35,0001. per annum. 
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. Mr. FOX faidj he was forry to be obliged to trouble the 
Committee fo often. On the income which his Royal Highnefs 
received from Ofnaburghi he faid nothing could be a Wronger 
reafon for putting it entirely out of the queftion than what had 
been ftated by thofe very gentlemen who introduced it ; they 
had clearly (hewn how little they knew of the matter, onehay- 
ing ftated it at 5,000!. another at i2,oool. and a thirdat 35,000!. 
per annum ; and while fuch a difference as that between 5,000!. 
and 35,oool. exifted in that Hoiife, he could not do them the 
injuftice to think that thufe honourable gentlemen would wifti 
the Committee to form any judgement on what was fo vaguely 
ftated. Independent of this^ another circumftancc weighed 
vvith him, and he was fure with the CoVrimittee, which muft 
determine them not to fay another word about Ofnaburgh. — 
The Houfe he knew, and the country he knew, was too proud 
to fay that they would take from the fubjeSs of Hanover, or 
the fubjefts of Ofnaburgh, a paltry fum for the purpofe of 
maintaining either the King of Great Britain, or any branch 
of his illuftrious family. He did not pretend to know what 
His Majefty, received as eleftor of Hanover, or the Duke of 
York as Bifltop of Ofnaburgh ; indeed, he never had made it 
a fubjeft of inquiry in that Houfe ; and, he trufted, it never 
would be made a fubjeft of inquiry ; whatever it was, he thought 
it but fair, that the greater part of it ftiould be fpent in thofe 
countries ; nor would it be a pleafant refledUon to this country 
or that Houfe, to think, that in the moments of their greateft 
and boafted profperity, they were obliged to call upon the pea- 
fants of Germany to aftift them in providing an eftabliibment 
for the Royal family of Great Britain. There was another 
point, upon which he wiflied that the Houfe could be more 
fully informed than they really were, and that was, the una- 
voidable deduflions that muft be made from the allowances 
granted to the Princes ; or in other words, the neceffary ex- 
pences of the eftablifliments, which would, if known, clearly 
ihew how little of the fum granted, they a6lually had it in their 
power to fpend. He put this point very ftrongly, both with 
regard to the Pj »nce of Wales and the other Princes ; ftating, 
that he believed there would not be found one man in that 
Houfe fo unaccommodating to the modes, and even faflhions of 
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the timesj as not to fee the neceiTity of having ladies and gen- 
tlemen of high rank and charafter, in the fituation of attend*- 
ants upon thofe Royal perfonageS) and the expence that fol- 
lowed fuch efiabliihments. He never had hben one who wilhed 
to take from the fplcpdor of monarchy ; and while monarchy 
was very properly the favourite fyftem of our conftitution, it 
was impoflible to contend for that equality among all ranks, 
which prevails in a fimple republic. With regard to the prin- 
ciple,* he wilhed it might be a principle to provide as liberally 
for the other branches of the Royal family, when in fimilar 
fituations with the Duke of York ; to thofe who thought other- 
wife, .he afked, if they were forry for the flourifhing increafe 
of His Majefty’s family and the Brunfwick line, or if they re- 
gretted that fo many of them arrived at years of maturity ; cer- 
tainly if this was the cafe, they a£lcd moll hypocritically, for 
fcarce a year had pafled that they had not carried up the moft 
fervent congratulatory addrefles to the Throne upon the birth 
of another Prince or Princefs. As the Prince of Wales’s name 
had been mentioned, he wbuld juit fay a few words refpeding 
his income, which he contended wasproportionably muchlefs 
than any of the younger branches of the family, and much lefs 
than that of former Princes of Wales, and pcrfedlly inadequate 
to the expences of his eftablifhment. He faid, that George, 
Prince of Wales, afterwards George the Second, had ioo,oooL 
per annum, and Frederick, Prince of Wales, had likewife for 
fome part of his life ioo,oooI. and that he had not always fo 
was a circumllance of regret, and occafioned confequences that 
would refleft honour on no part of the country or Govern- 
ment ; he added that the Prince of Wales was the only part of 
the family that had received no increafe to his income ; the 
privy purfe in the mean time had been increafed from 6 to 
6o,oool. and the civil lift from 6oo,oool. to 900,000!. 

Mr. J. T. STANLEY requefted the Houfe would confidcr 
how ftrongly the country called for economy in the diftribution 
of public money. A right honourable gentleman had faid, 
the. Englilh nation fhould be generous : it certainly fhould ; 
but its reprefentatives fhould not aft without caution, in con- 
fequence of this difpofition; and circumftances ought to tem- 
per the with, that naturally muft have arifen in the mind of 
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tvety individual in the Houfe, of being liberal, even to an ex- 
treme, on an occafion like the prefent. 

Liberal he did think they vrouW be, however, though fo 
large a fum as that propofed ihould not be given, it ihould be 
confidered what a conliderable income a grant of io,oool. a 
year only, inftead of i8,oool., would make, when added to 
la^dool. per annum, already allowed to the Duke, and to. 
what it was probable would be granted to him by the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland ; and the revenue received from Ofnaburgh, 
Mr. Stanley faid, he did not think (hould be left out of the 
conilderation. We had no right, it was true, he obferved, to 
demand an account to be laid on the table of fuch Aims as were 
annually received from thence ; but furely it was not unrea- 
vfonable in the Houfe to have expefted, that foine information 
on the fubjeS would have been given to it, either by Hls Mar 
jefty or his Royal Highnefs, when a requeft was made that we 
Ihould enable the Prince to live with a fplendor fuited to his 
xaak. 

Certain it was, that the Public was in a great degree iute- 
refted to know what would be the condudl of Parliament on 
this occafion. Mr. Stanley faid, he had converfed with no 
one, who hixd not thought i8,oool. per annum, every circum- 
Aance confidered, too large a funi to be granted. If there was 
to be a diviAon, his vote would be diredled by what he knew 
of public opinion ; it had feemed to him fo decided. He ap- 
proved, therefore, very much of the amendment which had 
been moved. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT with refpeft to Ofnaburgh bad no- 
thing to add to what had been Itated by tiie right honourable 
gentleman with fo much propriety, farther than that he owned 
bimfelf no ways better informed as to the exadl amount of the 
income derived from it than any other Member. 

Sir WILLIAM DOLBEN, in explanation faid, he rofe 
to wipe away a flur thrown on him by the right honourable 
gentleman, rather Unintentionally he believed, and he was wil- 
ling to impute it to the right honourable gentleman having been 
Jcindled, as he went along, into the warmth and ardour of de- 
bate. The right honourable gentleman had alked, if they were 
ibrry thatjdie King had fuch a family ? Moil undoubtedly he 
was not. He loved and honoured them all, but in making a 
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p/pvifion for one of, themi they ought not to foiget vhat was 
due to the others. The Duke of York, in his mind, was not . 
a jot nearer to fplendour than his youhger brother, and there- 
fore a diftinSion, that might hereafter appear to be invidious, 
ought not to be fet up. It was the duty of that Hpufe, in all 
matters of expence, to look to the pounds, (hillings, and 
pence; iii all matters of account, and on other occarion$,.''the 
' right honourable gentleman was keen enough to obferve upon 
* fttch fubjcdls with as much (hrewdnefs as any man whatever. 

Mr. BOU VERIE contended, that whatever was the agreed- 
on income of the Duke of York, the Houfc ought to be af- 
fared, that it would come free into his Royal Highnefss difpo- 
fal. Mr. Bouverie fpokc of the comparative income of the 
Duke of York, and Prince of Wales, as by no means propor- 
tionate to their different ranks ; thirty-feven thoufand a year 
being a very large proportion, compared with fixty-two thou* 
fand a year for the Prince. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT rofe to fay two or three words in ob-- 
fervaiion on Mr. Bouverie’s remarks, who had compared the 
prefent cftablifliment of the l)uke of York, who was married, 
with the cftablifliment of his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
Wales, who was unmarried ; whereas on that account alone 
all comparifoh muft fall to the ground. Mr. Pitt faid, \vith 
regard to the revenue of the Electorate of Hanover, or the Bi- 
(hopric of Ofnaburgh, when gentlemen wanted fome account 
to afeertain it, he begged to a(k them how they could get at 
any fuch account ? How were they to order it, and ’what firi- 
tifli officer had any cognizance of the affairs of Hanover or of 
Ofnaburgh, or where was the office to which ^n order of the 
Houfe for the ptirpofe could be tranfmitted ? With refpedt to 
the propofition brought forward on the fubjeCt of a provifioh 
for ^e eftablifliment of the Duke of York, it contained the 
whole of His Majefty’s demand for his Royal Highnefs, and* 
therefore he had no right to trouble the Houfe with any thing 
farther on the fubjeCl. 

Mr. DRAKE replied to an cxpreflidn of Sir WilUam Dol- 
beii, and faid, it was by taking care of the’ pencil that , they^ 
would beft ferve their conftitiients, as the pounds toiqi 
^emfelyes. 

Vot. XXXII. F 
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Mr. MARTIN apologized for having entered the Houfe at 
fo late an hour^ declaring; he had been for five hours in the 
forenoon employed on a Committee above flairs. He defired 
that the motion might be read, which having been complied 
with, Mr. Martin faid he thought the Duke, haying made a 
match every way fo defirable and fatisfadory to the country, 
ought to be amply provided for. 

Mr. W. SMITH faid, he rofe again merely to Hate, that 
he underllood no fubjeQs in Germany were fo free as thofe of 
Hanover and Ofnaburgh, and that he did not wifh that a Angle 
penny fhould be drawn from either place, for the fupport of 
any part of the Royal family of England. 

Mr. BRANDLING thought if the Houfe attempted to 
avail itfelf of the income of the Bifhop of Ofnaburgh, it would 
a£l unjuftifiably ; it ought, in his mind, to give his Royal 
Highnefs an ample provifion, independent of that accidental 
cjrcumftance. 

The’qiieftion was at length put and carried. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then moved a refolution relative to the 
8000I. a year as a fetticment. 

That eight thoufand pounds per annum be granted to her 
** Royal Highnefs the Duchefs of York, fhould flic furvive 
** his Royal Highnefs, to be defrayed and paid out of the con- 

folidated fund.” 

Mr. FOX Ihortly obferved, that 8000I. a year compared 
with her immediate fettlement of 4000I. a year, which he un- 
derftood to be deftined for what was called her Royal High- 

nefs s pin money,” might hereafter prove a difproporlionate 
provifion, in cafe her Royal Highnefs fhould be left a widow 
with a family requiring a larger eftabliihment. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was thought right ^ 
comply with the flipulatcd terms of the treaty of marriage that 
had been formally concluded with the King of Pruflia, hir 
Royal Highnefs’s father, but that doing fo, would not preclude 
any future provifion, allowing for the contingent event that 
her Royal Highnefs fhould furvive the Duke her hufband \ which 
the Court of Pruflia was, he underflood, perfedlly willing to 
leave to the generofity of the King and country, -as the fitua- 
tion of her Royal |iighnefs might hereafter change and render 
neceflary. 4 
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Mr. FOX profefled himfelf to be pcrfeSly fatisfied with Mr. 
Chancellor Pitt’s explanation. 

Sir JAMES JOHNSTONE hoped the eight thoufand 
pounds would be clear, and without dedu£iion for fees. He 
wiflied as a mark of refpeft to have the words, ** Clear of all 

fees,” inferted. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, fuch words were unncceflTary, 
•all grants to the Royal Family were without dedu&ion of taxes. 

The queftion was then put and carried. 

Major SCOTT faid, that as he underftood his motion would 
not be oppofed by cither fide of the Houfe, it would be unnc-^ 
ceffary for him to ufe arguments in fupport of what met the ge- 
neral fenfe of the Members prefent ; he would merely mention 
the circumfiances that had made an imprefiion on his own mind, 
and had induced him to bring the fubje(^ forward for their con- 
fideration. The Houfe had now voted above fifty-one thoufand 
eight hundred pounds for the trial of Mr. Haftings, on account 
only. In the firft yearof this trial a full and particular account 
of every difburfement made by the Solicitors was laid before the 
Houfe to the twenty-fourth day of the trial. There was alfo 
upon the table, the correfpondence between the commiflioners 
of His Majefty’s Treafury and the Managers, on the fubjeft of 
the expences of the trial ; from this correfpondence it appeared 
that the expences to the eleventh day of the trial amounted to 
3495I. a fum which feemed fo high, that the Lords of the Trea- 
fury thought it their duly to tell the Managers what a heavy 
charge rpight be incurred by the Public, on account of the im-‘ 
peachment. In reply, the Managers obferved, that this ex- 
pence of 3495I. was not incurred by eleven days of the trial, 
but that a confiderable part of it had been employed in fervices 
performed before the trial had commenced, in preparing the 
articles of impeachment, and ii\ arranging and applying the 
evidence, relative not only.to the charges in’ which they had 
proceeded, but in moft of thofe which had not then been open- 
ed. The fair conclufion from this ftatement was, that the fu- 
ture expences of the trial would be confiderably lefs than in the 
firft eleven days, yet tfie fa£): was, the Major faid, that they 
had been fo confiderably higher, as to leave the fubjeft abfo- 
lutely incomprehenfible. Every gentleman knew that the firft 
year of the trial was the year of the heavieft apparent expence. 
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at leaft it was the year in which more was done than in the 
following three years of the profecution \ by this (latement he 
did not mean pofitively to lay blame any where» but it was an 
ample juiliiicatic^ to him^ sto move fur that fort of particular 
account from the 1 5th of May, 1788, to this day, which was 
already upon the table up to that day, from the firft employ- 
ment of Counfel and Solicitors — and in the account before the 
Houfe, the fervices performed, and the money paid to Coun-^* 
fel, &:c. was very fully ftalcd ; all he wanted was a continu- 
ation of the fame account. The motion was feconded and car- 
ried immediately. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Thurfdayy %th March. 

Lord MORNINGTON brought up the report of the Com- 
mittee to confider of an allowance for the eilablifhment of the 
Duke and Duchefs of York. 

The rcfolulions for allowing their Royal Highnefles the an- 
nual fum of eighteen thoufand pounds, and of allowing the 
ptichefs a jointure of eight thoufand pounds a year, in cafe ftie 
ihall furvive the Duke, being read, 

Mr. BAKER obferfed, that fomc years ago His Majefty 
had been enabled, by a vote of that Houfe, to charge the con- 
folidated fund with the fum of fixty thoufand pounds, for the 
fupport of the younger branches of the Royal family. He ob- 
ferved, that after this vote. His Majefty would not be at li- 
berty to appropriate any part of that fixty thoufand pounds for 
the Duke of York. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, certainly not, but he did not 
think it delicate to make that a part of thefe refolutions. 

The refolutions were then read and agreed to. 

Mr. PELHAM faid, he had ^ petition on behalf of a great 
number of hop-owners and hop-planters, ftatting grievances un- 
der which they laboured, fron^fome lay impropriators of tythes. 
They had no hoftility againft the Church or its revenue, but 
wiihed the Houfe to take the fubjed into confideration, and to 
.form fome regulation. He faid, he Ihould not now move any 
thing on this petition. Some future day that fliould be brought 
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forward — ^he only moved now that the petition fhould be 
brought up. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he had no objcftion that 
the petition (hould be brohght up ; but that the fubjedl itfelf 
was of confiderable importance, and no refolutions on it fliould 
be agreed to without great deliberation. He had had confer- 
ences with various owners and planters of hops from different 
parts of the kingdom. They all agreed that fome regulation 
was highly neceflary. 

The petition was then brought up, and ordered to be laid on 
the table. 

Two other petitions from other perfons were prefented for 
the fame objeft. 

Major MAITLAND gave notice that his motion, which 
flood now for Wednefday, would be made on Thurfday next. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for the 
Houfe to rcfolve itfelf into a Committee on the income and ex- 
penditure of the national debt, and the Houfe having refolved 
itfelf into a Committee accordingly, Lord Mornington in the 
chair, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that having given notice, that 
on the prefent day, he (hould fubmit to a Committee his pro- 
pofitions for a new bill, for accelerating the payment of the 
national debt, and conceiving that the principle upon which his 
refolutions were founded, was likely to be adopted, he would 
not trouble the Committee farther than by merely dating the re- 
folutions he Oiould move ; as it might be more agreeable and 
convenient to difeufs them when a bill founded thereon fliould 
be before the Houfe. Mr. Chancellor Pitt concluded by read- 
ing two refolutions, the firft of which went to continue the cf- 
feA of the finking fund for the reduction of the national debt, 
fubfequentto the period when the intereft of the money in the 
finking fund (hould amount to four millions annually ; and the 
fecond, to prevent any future permanent burdens on thecoun* 
try, by enafting,' that a provifion (hould be made for the 
fpeedy payment of every loan entered into, or that an additional 
fum, in proportion to the loan fo borrowed, (hould be fst apart 
for the reduflion of the whole national debt. 

The qpeflion being put on each refolution, they were agr^d 
to, and the Houfe refumed. 
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Mr. FOX faidi he had a petition complaining of ads palTed 
ill the 9th and 10th of the reign of King Williami fome claufes 
in which fubjeded certain perfons to the mod cruel penalties 
on account of thefr religious fentiments. Where any per- 
^ fon (hall deny the dodrine of the Holy Trinity, in fpeech 
or in writing, he (hall, for the fird offence, be declared in- 
capable of enjoying any office wliatever under Government, 
** or othcrwifc, by which any emolument may be derived* 
For the fecond offence he (hall, in addition to the other pe- 
^ nalty, be unable to fue, in any court of law or equity, for 
** any claim whatever— or be guardian to any infant — or re- 
ceive any legacy — ^and (hall alfo fuffer imprifonment for three 
years.” Such v/ere the intolerable hardfliips to which men 
were expofed for publiffilng their religious opinion?. Under 
a fenfe of this injudice, about fixteen hundred perfons had 
ligned this petition. They were chiefly of a clafs who are de- 
nominated Unitariaris, but among them were various feds of 
Diffenters, and many Members of the CJiurch of Englahd.— 
Theobjed was general toleration, and for this they applied to 
Parliament. The petitioners might foon be made more nu- 
merous if that were neceffary ; but he was of opinion there was 
no fuch neceflky. He therefore moved, That this petition be 
** brought up,” which was granted,. 

The petition being read,, and ordered to be laid on the table, 
Mr. FOX faid, he had nothing farther to move at prefent. 
The only objed he had now in view, and indeed the whole, he 
wiihed to be confidered merely as notice — “ That at fome fu- 
ture day he (hould have a propoiition to move in that Houfe”; 
upon the principle and the general outline of the fubjed, he 
entertained no doubt whatever. The only thing that intro- 
duced a difficulty, was in the manner in which he (hould take 
lip the fubjed — ever fince he thought his faculties capable of 
blinking on the fubjed, the whole code of penal ftatutes in 
fupport of any dodrine in religion, appeared to him to be 
founded on an error in principle — that fuch laws never did pro- 
duce — never could produce, any benefit whatever to mankind 
but were, on the contrary, replete with injuftice and oppref- 
lion. No doubt therefore could be entertained by him but that 
it was proper to repeal them. He was led by thefe reiledioas 
to (late fomething of the mode which he (hould adopt itpoa 
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this occafion. He freely confefled that he had in view the re- 
peal of every penal flatute upon religion that exifts. — For this 
purpofe he ibould move, on fome future day, That the 
whole Houfe do refolve itfelf into a Comiyittee, in which he 
** fliould propofe that leave be given to bring in a bill for the 
total repeal of all thefe penal ftatiites” — ^then different gen-s^ 
tlemen would have a fair opportunity of delivering each his 
opinion on the whole penal code — to fay whether any — if any,' 
what part of them ought to remain. I n his opinion they were 
all difgraceful to our (latute book ; but if he (hould not be able 
to gain the whole, he would take what part he could, of his 
objetSl ; rather than have nothing; he would take the fimple 
prayer of the prefent petition — ^the mere repeal of the afts re- 
cited — but this was only a flender part of his prefent object. 
The Houfe adjourned. 


Friday f gth March. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE gave notice, that on Thurfday the 
29th of March he (hould make his motion refpeAing theaboli* 
tion of the (lave trade. He added that he thought it advifeable 
publicly to declare, that he neither now defigned, nor at any 
time paft had entertained an idea of bringing forward any pro- 
pofition concerning the emancipation of the negroes aduaUy in 
the iflands — a declaration he fliould have deemed altogether un- 
ne:eflary, if he had not lately found reafon to believe that' the 
views of himfelf and other friends to the abolition, were even 
ftill mifreprefented on this point. For himfelf, therefore, and 
for thofe who aded with him, he difclaimedthe intention which, 
for obvious reafons, had been with fo much induftry aferibed 
to him. 

Colonel TARLETON faid, he was glad the honourable 
gentleman had mentioned fo early a day for the difcufTion of this 
fubjed — a difcufTion which he hoped would give fecurity to all 
the trade, and would be the means of fending a great deal of 
paper to oblivion (alluding, we fuppofe, to the numerous pe- 
titions, and the mafs of evidence on this fubjed prefented to the 
Moufe.) He hoped that the majority of that Houfe on that day 
Urould teach Mr. Wilberforce to abandon a projed fo injuri- 
PHs to our important commerce, and to employ his talents in^. 
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future in fomc purfuit lefs deftruftive to the intereft of this 
country. He then moved, that the Houfe be called over on 
the day preceding this difcuilion, which will be Wednefday the 
a8th of March. 

Mr. W. SMITH faid, that he begged leave to fecond the 
motion of the honourable gentleman (Colonel Tarleton) and 
that he did it with the greater pleafure, becaufe he expedted a 
totally different ilTue of the bufinefs from that on which the. 
honourable gentleman feemed fo confidently to rely. He had 
no doubt but that gentlemen would arrive from the country, 
deeply impreifed with the fentimerits which had made fo great 
a progrefs in the nation at large, and would be zealous in fup- 
porting a motion, in favour of which fuch numbers of their con- 
fiiituents had already expreffed fo warm and decided an opinion ; 
nor could he conceive the poCibiiity in any cafe, that thofe 
numerous petitions, with which the table was already loaded, 
and the yet far greater number with which he had every reafon 
to expeft it would be covered before the queftion Ihould be 
brought forward, could be ** configned to oblivion,'* or in- 
deed could fail of obtaining that great objedl which was their 
general payer. Mr. Smith faid, that he was farther happy in 
the profped of difeuifing the bufinefs in a full Houfe, as it 
would afford an opportunity of entirely dilGpating whatever ap- 
prehenfions might have been raifed by thofe efforts which had 
been fo induftrioufly circulated of a connexion between the 
agitation of this queftion and the infurreflion in St. Domingo* 
The calamities of which unhappy ifland he believed were de- 
plored far more fincerely by himfelf and his friends, than by 
many of thofe very perfons who had been fo active in fpread- 
ing the faife alarms to which he had alluded; for that they 
were entirely faife and groundlefs, and that the meafures which: 
had been taken here for the abolition of the flave trade, had 
not bad the minutelt relation to thofe diforders, he was con* 
viBced might be proved to the entire fatisfaflion of every reafon* 
able and impartial mind. 

. Mr. WILBERFORCE role again, andobferved, that as 
the jHbufe was proceeding to other bufinefs, he would not de- 
tain them by entering into any debate ; but he could not help 
making a fmgle remark on what had fallen from the honourably 
gemieman oppofite to him (Colonel Tarleton) refpeding the. 
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oWivi o n to whidbihe hoped the petitions would be configned. 
For his own part, he could by no means think it polTible that 
the fenfe of the people^ exprefled more generally and more 
loudly than in almoll any former inftance, would fail to have 
its due weight on the prefent occafion ; but ,he would fairly 
confefs, that if the honourable gentleman's expedlations iliould 
be realized, and his own motion be negatived by a larger ma- 
jority than before, he fliould then indeed concur with him in 
. wifhing that the petitions might be configned to oblivion ; be- 
caufe fo long as they (hould continue in remembrance, they 
would continue a reproach to the charader of Parliament, and 
add to the difgrace which could not but tarnifh the honour of 
a Britifh Houfe of Commons, while this deteffable trafEc in 
men (hould be AifFered to exift. 

Mr. C AWTHORNE exprefled a wi(h that the call might 
be enforced with the utmoft ftridnefs, obferving, that laft year, 
though a call of the Houfe had been moved, it had been fuf- 
fered to pafs over without its having been put in efFeft. He 
moved, That the Speaker do write letters to the Sheriffs of 
the feveral counties, to give due notice to the Members re-’ 
“ fpeding boroughs within the faid counties, that they muft 
attend their duty in Parliament on the 28th inllant, or be 
fubjecl to the confcquences.” 

Mr. Cawthorne’s motion was negatived. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE then moved, “ That the Houfe do 
“ refolvc itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, on 
Tuefday, the 29th of March inft. to confidcr of the circum- 
“ fiances of the African Have trade.” 

He then moved, That all the petitions prefented on this 
“ fubjeft fliould be referred to the fame Committee.” 

Ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON faid, it was with great concern he had 
to okferve, ^hat in confcquence of the abfence of feveral gen- 
tlemen of great talents and refpeftability from the Houfe this 
day, from the nature and importance of the fubjecl, and the 
part he intended to take in its difeuflion, he was under the ne- 
ceflity of declining to enter into it to-day, but would on Tuef- 
day next bring forward a motion with regard to the trial of 
George Rofe. 

VoL. XXXII. G 
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Mr* ROSE faid, that fevcn or eight days ago he .learned, for 
he was not in the Houfe at the time, that the honourable gen- 
tleman had given notice of moving fomething with refpedl to 
him. He could not have failed to exprefs hU approbation of 
an inquiry being made into any circumftance that the Houfe 
ihould think fit to be brought before them with rcfpeft to him. 
It was not only what he approved of, but alfo his cordial wi(h 
that fuch inquiry (hould take place ; he fliould be glad to take 
the earliefi opportunity for that purpofe. He had been mifrcr 
prefented in the cafe to which hcfiippofed the honourable gen- 
tleman alluded, and he wifhed the honourable Member to ex- 
plain himfeif without delay. He mult exprefs his afionlHiment 
at the circumfiance as it now flood. The honourable gentle- 
man, fevcn or eight days ago, was pleafed to allude to the trial 
of George Rofe, and faid he had fomething to move on it, and 
then, on the very day which he fixed on for that purpofe, in- 
ftcad of going into the fubjcdl, according to his notice, he 
(hrunk from the invefligation. Having given this notice, it 
was incumbent upon him to proceed, unlefs he could aflign 
ome rcafon, and if he had any, it was incumbent on him to 
^ate that rcafon why he did not now bring the fubjeft forward. 
^ic had faid, indeed, that many refpe£lable gentlemen were 
abfent, who might take part in the difcuffioii. Although it 
was always defirablc, yet it was not always indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary, that the gentlemen alluded to fhould take part in the 
difcuflion of a fubjeft. Bcfides, as no rcafon was ilated for 
their abfence, he thought it was fair to conclude they had no 
wifti to attend the difcuflion of the fubjeft. He put it to the 
candor of the Houfe, whether ttie honourable gentleman fhould 
not now proceed, or that if he fhould not, whether he had not 
been guilty of deceiving the Houfe, by calling its attention to 
w’hat he did not mean to bring forward. 

Mr. COURTENAY rofe to exprefs his aftonifhmcnt at 
the complaint of the honourable gentleman who fpoke lafl — 
that a gentleman poflponed a motion : w'as there any thing 
new in it — was it not^ done every day — was this not the very 
firfl time it was complained of — had not the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer repeatedly done it — was there any difpute about the 
propriety of it ? He was glad, however, that the honourable 

i 
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gentleman was willing that this difcuflion fhould take place. — 
He hoped he would not objed, therefore, to a Committee of 
Inquiry. He made ufe of bold language — ^Trial of George 
Rofe ! Aye, Trial of George Rofe, and a ferious one it might 
be ; however, the honourable gentleman, no doubt, refted fe« 
cure in confeious innocence and defied inquiry, at kaft it (hould 
feem fo from the fmile on his countenance. Mr. Courtaney 
wiihed for this difeuffion alfo — ^he thought he could advance 
thany things in his favour ! 

Mr. LAMBTON vindicated Mr. Thompfon from the 
charge of trifling with the Houfe, and faid, he knew that many 
important fads were to be difclofcd in the difculTion of this 
fubjed. 

Mr. GREY obferved, it was not unufual for a Member of 
that Houfe, to give notice of an intention to bring forward a 
fubjed, and afterwards to defer it. That was done almoft 
daily, and often without afllgning a reafon. But here there 
was a reafon, namely, the abfence of fcvcral gentlemen, who 
might wifli to deliver their fentiments in the courfe of the dif- 
cuilion. As to the infinuation that there v^as no carnefinefs in 
this fubjed, he muft beg leave to inform the Houfe that there 
was carneftnefs ; that many Members, who were not now pre- 
fent, intended to fpeak on this fubjed. He had a good deal 
himfclf to fubmit to the Houfe upon the general pradice, and 
fome extraordinary circumfiances which had taken place in the 
Wcftmlnfter cledion. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, it was not very plcafant for 
the Members of the Houfe to come down with a view of hear- 
ing a particular fubjed difcufl'ed, and afterwards be obliged to 
feparate without hearing that difcuflion ; but if the honourably 
Member did not chufe to go on, the Houfe had no power to go 
on. It was true, he ought to afiign fome reafon why he did 
not proceed, but that relied with himfelf. However, if the 
Houfe mud part in this difappointed (late, he recommended 
them to part in good humour. If the honourable gentleman 
did not chufe to ailign any reafon, the Houfe had not any power 
to make him fpeak ; he was here, and could do as he pleafed ; ' 
like a horfe that was brought to the water, jiobody coiild com* ' 
pel himtof^ink. 



44 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1792. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL doubted whether the 
manner in which the notice of the motion was worded was fuf- 
ficiently decorous and refpedlable to an honourable Member 
of that Houfe, or was confonant to the dignity of the Houfe 
itfelf. 

Mr. MITFORD entertained fentiments fimilar to thofe of 
the lad honourable and learned gentleman^ and exprefTed a fear 
that the Houfe was infulted by this delay. 

Mr. GREY obferved, that evidence of an important nature 
had been lately difeovered, which it was neccITary to arrange, 
and to confidcr, and therefore it was necelTary that the fubjeft 
Ihouldbe podponed. With refpeft to the advice of the right 
honourable gentleman, for the Houfe to part in good humour, 
he had no objedion to adopt it; but if there were any fign of 
morofenefs, he begged the Houfe to refled to whom it was im- 
putable — Who talked of flirinking from the fubjed ? 

Mr. THOMPSON then faid, ‘‘ On Tuefday next I (hall 
** make a motion relative to the pradicc of gentlemen high in 

office, refpedingthe Weftminlter eledion.” 

Mr. LAMBTON affuredthe Houfe, there was nothing in- 
folent or trifling intended in this bufinefs, but that it was to be 
a ferious charge. 

Mr. RY DER exprefled himfclf diflatisfied with this propofed 
delay. 

Mr. TAYLOR affiired the Houfe alfo, that he knew his 
honourable friend Mr. Thompfon much too well to fuppofe 
that he would Ihrink from this fubjed. He obferved there 
were pradiccs in the Weftminfter, and other eledions, that 
ought to be Lrioufly inveftigated in that Hotife. 

Mr. FOX, abfent all this while, juft now entered the Houfe, 
he faid, the reafon why a great number of gentlemen were ab- 
Lnt, was, that it being a ballot day, they were told, about five 
o’clock, that nothing like the number of one hundred Mem- 
bers were prefent, and that confcquently there would be no 
Houfe. I'liis in point of fad was his own cafe, or he ftiould 
not have been abfent from his duty. When he heard after- 
wards that the firft account was falfe, and that there was a 
Houfe, he made aU the hafte he could to come down, but he 
doubted whether other, gentlemen would be undeceived in 



DEBATES. 


A. 1792. 


4S 


that particular to-night, till it would be too late for their at- 
tendance. 

Mr. DUNDAS made an obfervation or two on the variety 
of rcafons afligned for not proceeding in this bufinefs to-night. 

Mr. FOX faid, that he did not flatter himfelf fo much as to 
imagine the Houfe would think it worth while to hear of him 
why he was abfent. As to the obfervation made on the vari- 
ety of reafons given for the propofed delay, he could only fay 
* he did not fee that any of them were weakened by another being 
added to the number. 

The notice was then obferved by the SPEAKER to (land for 
Tuefday. 

The Houfe adjourned. 


Monday^ \2th March. 

General BURGOYNE faid, that when he firft ftirred the 
fubjeS he was now about to bring before the Houfe at full, he 
had declared his objedl to be redrefs, and not accufation. He 
would begin by repeating that declaration. Not only the fa- 
tisfaftion of his own mind, bnt the fuccefs of his motion, de- 
pended upon conciliating the temper of every office, every fet 
of men, every individual, that could be implicated in his 
intended inquiry. He mult ftate grievances ; but he would 
admit, in every poflTible cafe, every plea that could be urged 
for removing the caufes of thofe grievances from perfons to 
errors in the inftitution, or rules under which they afted. For 
the more clear view of the fubjccl, the Houfe would advert to 
what had already pafled upon it. At the time he gave his warm 
aflent and praife to the bounty of bread-money, bellowed 
upon the private foldicr, he took occafion to lament that the 
fituation of the fubaltern of infantry had not likewife been 
taken into confidcration. Hisffipend, barely adequate to his 
fituation at its firft allotment, was rendered fo much worfe by 
the increafe of price in every article of life, that it was impof- 
fible for a gentleman to fublill upon it : this diftrefs had become 
more grievous of late }ears, by a practice of withholding the 
arrears of thefe poor officers, under coloi^r that the accounts of 
their refpedlivc regiments were not fettled. The withholding 
the aiicars of any officer under that colour, was unwarrant- 
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aUe ; but !t was particularly oppreflive upon the fubaltems, 
who could not paiTibly be iniplicated in any accounts, except 
whei]^ individually employed upon the recruiting fervice ; an 
account purely regimental, eafily and (hortly fettled, and for 
which, in cafe of liiifcondu^l, the parties were refponflble in 
Aeir comniiffions. To this the Secretary at War had then 
replied, “ That the General was miftaken ; that the fubaltcrns 
always had received them, and always might receive them, 
upon proper application, though the general accounts of the 
" regiment were not fettled.” The Secretary at War had 
Cnee laid upon the table, a letter from the War Office to the 
Pay Office, written in 1785, proving that an iffiie of arrears, 
to ihe end of the year 1783, had been made to the fuhalterns 
of a great number of corps, viz. to all the corps reduced in the 
Jaid year 1783 ; and it appeared by other papers produced by 
the honourable Secretary, that the fubaltcrns of (landing corps 
had occafionally been paid arrears, when thofc of the Captains 
and Field Officers had been withheld, becaufe the general ac- 
counts were not fettled. The General faid, he very readily 
acknowledged thefe midakes in regard to the extent of the 
grievance upon fubaltcrns. He could not repent his errors, 
for two reafons ; the one, that they had brought forth in- 
fiances that did credit to the honourable Secretary ; the other, 
that they had produced a public, official, pofitive declaration 
in that Houfe, ** that the arrears of fubaltcrns, up to a given 
time, (viz. a year or eighteen months) might always be ob- 
** tained, though the general accounts (hould not be fettled, 
by proper application of the agent, in the Coloners name, 
to the War Office.” The General appealed to the officers 
Members of that Houfe, to the whole army, to every agent in 
England, whether that rule was ever underftood, or believed 
to exid, before the honourable Secretary, to his honour, and 
to the happinefs of the lower ranks of the army, had declared 
it upon this occafion. 

Having made thefe conceffions relative to the fubalterns, 
(which naturally were the firft in his contemplation, as men 
the lead able to bear a protradiion of payment) th^ General 
faid he was far from conceding that the fubdance of the griev- 
ance tht? army at large had to complain of, was not worthy 
ai^ inquiry of the nature he intended to move. He would not . 
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reft upon the complaint that even to the regiments whofe ac« 
counts were unembarrafledi four years arrears were unpaid at 
Chriftmas laft ; three years only he acknowledged could be 
called due ; becaufe one year was in Arid regularity kept back 
in conformity to the original inftitution. Sut that this com- 
plaint of three years was prevalent could not be denied ; and he 
would a(k the honourable Secretary, whether a decent and pro- 
per memorial had not lately been received from Gibraltar upon 
the fubjeA ? But this delay was trivial, in comparifon of what 
he had to allcdge : he had no doubt of its being proved, if the 
inquiry were granted, that there were very many corps, whole 
clearances, as far as related to Field Officers and Captains, 
had been fufpended feven, eight, and nine years; among 
thefc nearly all the corps reduced in 1783. There were officers 
in the Houfe ; one in particular he could call upon, but did 
not fee him in his place who would vouch that fad. It might 
now be proper to (late the apparent caufes of thefe delays. 
There were two fubordinate offices under the War Office, for 
examining regimental accounts: one chiefly under the direc- 
tion of Colonel Delaney, a gentleman perfedly qualified for 
that fituation, and of a charader highly refpedable in every 
point of view. The objed of his office, (as the General be- 
lieved) was to examine the accounts of regiments, from th« 
year 1775 to the year 1783 — ^the period of the American war, 
in which the greater part of the Britifh infantry had been at dif- 
ferent times employed ; and from the nature of the fervlce, the 
accounts had become complicated and intricate. The other 
office was under the charge of Mr. Taylor, and the bufinefs of 
it was to examine aiccounts from 1783 downwards. Upon re- 
port from Mr. Taylor to the Secretary at War, of balances 
being (truck, debenture warrants were ilTued to the Pay Office 
to difeharge fuch balances. The General was aware, that a 
claufe in the Pay-Office ad might be pleaded for this mode of 
proceeding; but the admirable author of that ad (Mr. Burke) 
a man whofe philanthropy is ever in unifon with his talents, 
little thought that the provifions which he framed for the purpofe 
of facilitating and expediting payments of the army (and to 
fpeak of the ad in general, it is one of great and folid benefit 
to the fervice) fhould be ufed to adired contrary effed, perhaps 
by too rigorious a conftrudion ; perhaps by grafting upon the 
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aA rules too precife to be pra£licable ; perbaps^ by a neceffaiy 
opmtion^ but one that could not be forefeen ; perhaps from 
caufes with which the zQ. had nothing to do ; the faft was that 
the examination of accounts was dilatory in all cafes^ and ia 
many, he was willing to believe unintentionally, but from the 
nature of the regulattons adopted by office, in many cafes op* 
preilive. In the iirft place, as he was informed, the exami* 
nations were ex parte : refpites and difallowances were ftruck 
without a power of explanation or appeal. The conlequence 
(as the General was informed) had frequently been, that the 
agents, in tlie name of their refpedtive regikients, had refufed 
to receive the balances under the refpites and difallowances 
made by office. And where was that difputed money ? — It 
remained with Government ; and there it mud remain to eter- 
nity, if the mode of adjufting accounts now purfued was not 
corre^d. The General truded that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, of whofe redlitude, in regard to public money, he 
had the highed opinion, would dand forth in fupport of a 
meafure, that had for its obje£t judice to the army, judice to 
the public, and judice and credit to office. But it had been 
maintained that Captains were public accountants, and there- 
fore it was judifiable to withhold arrears, or to charge againd 
them refpites and difallowances made in the general accounts. 
The General pofitively denied that any officer could be deno- 
minated a public accountant, except the Colonel ; and he went 
into feveral details in fupport of his opinion ; but he added, 
that if Captains were to be public accountants, it was the 
dronged argument that could be ufed for paffing fome law 
more forcible than any now exiding, for expediting the fcttlc- 
ment of accounts. After a fcrvice of between forty and fifty 
years, the General thought he might be allowed fome know- 
ledge in the charadcr of Britidi officers ; profeffions have a 
general charafler. He had ever found Britidi officers prodigal 
of life, when duty called for it ; and if not prodigal of private 
fortune, difintereded often to a fault. Try rh-in for any num- 
ber of years in war or peace, he would v.ii ;iio to affert, that 
for one indance that could be produced oi a Britidi officer be- 
ing guilty of a dirty pecuniary tranfaftion, he would diew a 
thoufand indances of patrimony devoted to the credit and dig-, 
nity of the proieffion. It was far from him to infmuate that 
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proper examination ought not to have place in every department 
of public expenditure \ he only ventured to contend, that of all 
llie channels where public money might run, the army, as far 
as regarded the officers, was one, where fe verit^ of account was 
leaft required. 

Now, whether the prefent mode of examination was, or 
, >vas not, fevere in the extreme, was the great objeft of the 
inquiry he propofed. He need not go farther in complaint of 
feverity, than what he had already ftated — examination ex 
parte, and decifion without appeal : he would only add, that 
fbme of the rules under which the examiner a£led, were framed 
in a manner that to comply with them was impollible. For in- 
ftance, if his information was true, the want of mufter-rolls 
was given as a reafon for not fettling the accounts of regiments, 
whofe fervice had laid in parts of the world w^here there were 
no commiffaries of mufters. In other cafes, difallowances 
were ftruck, upon rules that could not, from the remotenefs 
of fiiuation, be known to the regiments who incurred the pe- 
nalties : in other cafes, money was charged by retrofped of fc- 
veral years againft regiments, in which perhaps two-thirds of 
the officers had been changed, or thofe w ho were faulty, if 
faults there wxrc, were dead, or not forthcoming. 

In other cafes, regiments were difallowed expences Incurred, 
and bona fide paid, by pofitive orders of Commanders in Chief. 
There were feveral undeniable fadls of this kind ; and when 
they were demonftrated, and put home to Office, what was the 
anfwer ? “ It may be fo ; but we are bound by rule, and 

this is not the place for redrefs.” The General wifhed to 
bear full teftimony to the urbanity and general attention with 
which the Secretary at War treated officers with whom he con • 
verfed ; he would bear the fame teftimony to the Deputy Se- 
cretary ; nor did he mean to accufe Mr. Taylor, of whofe 
manners he heard favourable mention, of wilful difrefpedl to 
the profeffion ; but the fad was, that from the nature of Mr. 
Taylor’s office, few officers went from it without feeling them- 
felves humiliated or provoked. Men who had fought and 
bled for their country would feel acutely : their old wounds 
ached at a hS^fh or pert rebuke from a clerk ; the fenfe of the 
heart, fo pathetically expreifed by our great poet, when he 
VoL. XXXIL H 
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enumerates the evils that make men weary of exiftence, waa- 
awake in them : 

Th’ opprelTor’s wrong, the proud man’s contumely, 

“ The infolence of office, and the fpurns 
** That patient rticrit of the unworthy takes^’* 

The Gefiefal faid he wotild not prefs this^ An appeal tet 
the paffions was generally held unargtimentative , he would dif- 
rhifs it, with only faying, the caufe which he was pleading was 
one, in which the moft amiable paffions of the human breaft* 
companion, generofity, equity, and juftice, were deeply con- 
cerned. He would now advert to the means that his mind fug- 
gefted as the proper ones for fully inveftigating thefubjeS, and 
applying due relief. He meant to move fof a Committee j 
upon the precedent of that of the year 1746, to confider the 
(late of His Majefty’s land forces upon the Britifh eftabliftif 
** ment, fo far as relates to the fcttlemcnt of their accounts, 
and the payment of their arrears.’* The Committee from 
Which he took the precedent was compofed of feventy-four 
Members ; he obferved the names of the moft refpeftable per- 
fons of the time, in and out of office, were included. He 
propofed alfo to move, in conformity to the fame precedent, 
that all who came (houldhave voices. For the mode of redrefs 
much would depend upon the report of the Committee : the 
natural mode, according to his prefent idea, would be to bring 
in a bill to explain and amend fo much of Mr. Bttrkc’s aft, 
(which he inuft again mention whh^cat praife, as to its in- 
tent) as would fecure to the army the regular payment of ar- 
rears. The General concluded with faying, that whatever 
fcrencc of opinion might arife hereafter, upon that or any 
other mode of redrefs, he could not believe there would be-any 
oppofition to his prefent motion for inquiry. Many of the 
delays and inconveniences he had ftated, he would pledge him- 
felf to prove ^ others, with which he w^as lefs acquainted, he 
had received from the reports of men of honour and veracity ; 
and if they were miftaken, it furely was for the credit of all 
parties in office, to come forward in promoting an inveiliga- 
tion that would exculpate themfelves, and if any ferious evils 
were fpund to ipauftj would enable them to aifift in removing 
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the ciufes. He (hould therefore move, That a Committee 
be appointed to'confider of the date of His Majefty’s land 
forces, fo far as relates to the fettlement of tlieir accounts, 
** and the payment of their arrears, and that the faid Com- 
mittee do report their opinion thereupon to this Houfe/* 
Major MAITLAND fecondedthe motion. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR faid, after all the attention 
. heliad been able to give to what had been brought forward by 
the honourable General, he was not able to bring his mind to 
the conclulion that the propofed Committee was ncceHary ; he 
did not fee the neceflity of the meafure from any thing that had 
been dated. The honourable General had gone a little from 
the notice he gave, for that was only with regard to the arrears 
of the army, to the arrears of the fubalterns of the army. Upon 
part of this he was midaken, and had admitted it in the courfe of 
his fpeech to day ; indeed he was fo fatisfied in this point gn a 
former occafion, that he withdrew his motion. He admitted 
that Field Officers did receive their arrears, whether their ac- 
counts were palled or not ; but the quedion was, as to tlic ar- 
rears of fubalterns, as the honourable General had deferibed. 
Upon this point he was a good deal mifinformed. He wilhed 
the honourable gentleman had given himfelf the trouble of 
coming to him he would have given him much better informa- 
tion ; as to the delay he mentioned", he was ccitainly mifin- 
formed. The whole delay had arifen from this circumdance. 
When accounts came in, difficulties arofe, in the .refult of 
which the Officers w^cre intcreded ; and for the purpofc of in- 
quiring properly into all the circumdanccs, time hud been taken, 
and that with the anxious wid), and on the part of Govern- 
ment, with the foie view of allowing to thefc officers every thing 
that could advance their inlercd, or contribute to their advan- 
tage. The delay, whenever it occurred, was in favour of the 
officers ; and here it mud be remembered, that when delay 
was mentioned, it was not a delay of all payment ; fubfidence 
was always iflued ; it was only part of the pay that was kept 
back. But when this delay was talked of — he really did not 
know whether he dioidd enter minutely into the caufe of it, 
the fubjedl having fo frequently been before thcHoufe — he did 
not know whether he diould again enumerate the indanccs. 
tferc he proceeded to Ihew that feveral accounts of regiraenta 
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were not brought in for five and fix years together, during 
which time it was impolfibie to pay arrears, or to know w'hat 
they were, or whether there were any; the rcfult of winch was 
that there was no fault imputable to the War Office. 

As to the obfervations made on the garrifon of Gibraltar, 
l.e admitted, that in fad fuch a memorial had been made, but 
the moment it was prefented the arrears were iffiicd. In Ihort 
in this, as in every other cafe, there had been no delay in the 
War Office, nor had there ever originated any diffictdty there. 
But in truth the w^hole cafe refted with the officers ; if they were 
io exert themfclves to bring forward their accounts, there 
would be no difficulty ; the War Office wanted neither power 
nor difpofition to avoid delay, or to remove all impediment ; 
if they brought forward their accounts in the time and in the 
manner which they knew they might, and could do, there 
v/ould be no difficulty, or the lead caufe for complaint. At 
prefent he knew of no difficulty, he knew of no impediment, 
he knew of no caufe there could be for complaint. The whole, 
therefore, depended upon the officers, and if they felt any in- 
convenience, they had the remedy in their own hands. He 
faw, therefore, no rcafon whatever for this Committee, and 
fhould on that ground oppofc the motion. 

Mr. FRANCIS fhortly dated, that from what knowledge 
he had acquired, during the lime of his continuance in the War 
Office, he believed the office had a com pul five power over ihc 
agents of the refpeftive regiments, and could coerce thc^ deli- 
vering in of their accounts at a proper time ; if the faft were fo, 
feme blame might be impu tabic to the War Office for not hav- 
ing done their duty, and obliged the agents of thofe regiments, 
referred to by the right honourable gentleman, to fend in their 
accounts fooner. 

Major MAITLAND began with declaring that he agr(|'cd 
pcrfcdly with his honourable friend who had moved the quef- 
tiod, that the fubjcdl of it was a point in which party prejudice 
could have no influence. It w as a difcullion in which all fidcs 
of the Houfe mud concur in wilhes to do what could bed ac- 
commodate the officers of the army. With regard to any blame 
imputable to the War Office, the Major difclaimcd any fuch 
idea ; he was perfuaded none cxided, and therefore lie fhould 
proceed to the other parts of the fubje6I. He took notice of 
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the late meafurc of increafing the pay of the private men, 'a 
meafure in which he in common with the reft of the Houfe 
moft cordially concurred, as well as the principle on which it 
was done, but he could not, he faid, agre^that it was right to 
do it without fomc previous intimation to that Houfe, becaufe 
it looked like holding out to the foldicrs, that they were lo look 
up for comfort and confideration to one branch of the Lcgilla- 
ture only, without the neceflary concurrence of the other two. 
He remarked likewife, that when the increafe of the pay of the 
privates was under confideration, the increafe of the pay of of- 
ficers might as well have been thought of, but he would fay no 
more on that matter then. He entered into the qiieftion rcla'- 
tive to the appointment of the regimental paymafter, and whe- 
ther it lay with the Captain or the Colonel, and ftated how that 
matter ftood, inferring from his argument on that point, that 
the whole abufe the Captains could be guilty of, was to em- 
bezzle part of the poor pittance with which he was cntriifted for 
the daily pay of the foldiers. He reafoned at fomc length on 
the improbability of a Captain’s ftopping the men’s due, and 
fliewcd that fucli condudl might be punilhed with ignominy. 
He contended that the arrears of the fubaltern and other offi- 
cers ought not to be withheld, obferving that their pay was but 
a poor pittance, God knew, and when they had it, they could 
fcarcely live upon it. The officers and every individual in the 
army were particularly entitled to the confideration of that 
Houfe, and that while they were attending to their comforts, 
they ought not to lofe fight of their claims ^ when attending to 
their regulation, not to forget their rights. He ended with re- 
peating what he had fet out with, viz. that he imputed no 
blame whatever to office, but that he thought the propofed in- 
quiry proper, and therefore hefhould vote for the motion for a 
Committee. 

Mr. STEELE faid, he fhould make no reply to what had 
fallen from the honourable Major relative to the increafed pay 
of the privates, or to his opinion as to the increafe that ought 
to have been made at the fame time to the officers, becaufe he 
did not conceive cither of thofe matters came properly within 
the extent of the queftion then before them. The queftion 
waS; whether the law in exiftcnce did meet the cafe of the clear- 
ing the accounts of the refpeftivc regiments, and whether thofe 
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excrcifing the offices of Secretary at War, and Paymafter Ge- 
neral, MS'CfC likely to abufe their truft. He entered inloan ex- 
amination of thefe two poins, and clearly proved, that Mr, 
Bnrke’sbill did lay down a precife and definite line of praftice 
for office, andthal'ihat line of praftice had been faithfully fol- 
, jowed. He declared, it appeared to him that the difficulty was 
with the regiment ilfelf, and that it chiefly refted with the Co- 
lonel or Commanding Officer, fince he could compel his agent 
to fend his accounts to the office in due time, That there 
might have been occafionally fomc inconvenience felt in parti- 
cular cafes, he could cafily fuppofc ; but he did not think the 
grievance of near the extent ftated. To prove tliis, he went 
into a detail of the manner in which the accounts of the feveral 
regiments had turned out, when they came to be examined and 
finally made up, and dated, that it frequently happened, that 
the regiments were found to be indebted to the Public, inftead 
of the Public being indebted to them. He particularly took 
notice of what General Burgoyne had ftated refpefting the ar- 
rears of his own regiment being four years due, accompanied 
with a hint, that his. political condiidl might probably have been 
in fomc degree the caufc of it. Sure he was fomcihing like a 
hint of that fort hud fallen from the honourable General ; hut 
he would proceed to the ftatc of the arrears of the honourable 
GeneraFs regiment : the accounts of the firit were cleared fomc 
lime fince, and governing the clearance by tiie delivery of the 
accounts to office, the hitter had cleared them ftrictly within 
the time preferibed by the act of Parliament ; the rcfult was, 
that on finiftiing the accounts, it appeared that tlic 4th regi- 
ment, that comrnanded by the honourable General, ftood in- 
debted to the Public for the year 1788, in the fum of one hun- 
dred and twenty-two pounds. Tiie accounts for the fecond of 
the four years, viz. 1789, were on the point of being cleared 
when tlie honoyrable General had firit mentioned them ; they 
had been cleared fince, and there appeared to be due to the 
fourth regiment on that year thirty pounds ; the accounts of 
the fame regiment for the year 1790^ had been delivered into 
office only in December lalL and confequently the time for 
their being cleared was not yet pait, and the accounts of the 
4lh regiment for 1791 of courfe was not yet in office. He de- 
t^lared he thought it necelfary to fay thus much with a vic,w tp 
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convince the Hoiife, that there was no Iblid ground for any al- 
teration of Mr. Burke’s bill, and therefore he hoped the Houfc 
would not proceed to any fuch meaflire, without better convic- 
tion that they might alter the bill without iiflpcdlng its opera- 
tion or injuring its efFeft. 

Colonel PHIPPS began with declaring, that he felt him- 
iclf perfeftly at cafe to fpeak upon the fubjcdl, fince it had been 
agreed, that it was not to be coiifidered as a party queflion, but 
a fubjeft of fair and free difeuflion, without regard to anyone 
fide of the Houfe more than the other. He had been an utter 
ftranger to the argument of the honourable General over the 
way, on a former occafion, when he had firii introduced the 
fubjeft, till he heard his fpeech, and confccpiently, a ftranger 
to what fort of reply his right honourable friend, the Secretary 
at War would make to it, till he heard that likewife. He had 
fincc turned the matter in his mind a good deal, and had con- 
verfed much with other profeflional gentlemen lince refpefting 
it, and therefore he rofc to ftate his opinion. He could not 
agree with the honourable gentleman who had held that Cap- 
tains were not public accomptants* Captains, Field Officers, 
Colonels, &c. were all public accomptants, but in different de- 
grees ; and that was the diftinftion his right honourable friend 
below him [ Mr. Steele] had miffed. The Captain was, he 
faid, a public accountant in fome degree \ the regimental pay- 
mafter in a great degree ; and the Colonel in the greateft of alL 
What he obje£led to, was, that men fliould be made public 
accountants, who had no fuch truft, and that any fliould be 
made accoimiablc farther than their agency went. He hoped, 
that one day or other fome applicable means would be found to 
meet the exaft degree in which particular officers of a regiment 
ought to be held public accountants. Another confideration 
that had efcaped his right honourable friend was, that there 
was an effential difference between the amount of the money if- 
fued for a regiment, and that in the hands of the officers. — 
When his right honourable friend had argued, that on clearing 
the accounts of a regiment, there was money due to the Pub- 
lic, it did not follow that the officers of that regiment had got 
their arrears ; the cafe was often otherwife. There were 
mai*y crying grievances, under which the officers of the army 
labqprcd, w ith which gentlemen in office could not be fo well 
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acquainted, as thofe who were of the profeffion to which he 
had the honour to belong. He had often feen thofe grievances, 
and known their effefts. Among them, none were more fe- 
vcrcly felt than that of the arrears of a regiment being long 
withheld. He had fcen honourable and deferving officers, 
men of the fined feelings and niceft honour driven from the 
fervice in confequence of it. Such men by an improvident cx- 
peftation of their arrears being paid by a particular period, had' 
contraded debts, which in confequence of their arrears not 
having been paid, they could not difeharge when they became 
payable. Thofe officers had quitted all their purfuits of life, 
and abandoned a profeffion they preferred to all others, for the 
redemption of that honour. He was heartily glad that the 
difeuffion had taken place ; he was perfuaded much good would 
refult from it ; and if a Committee of Inquiry were appointed, 
thus much more at leaft would arife, that officers would be 
fatisfied that the Houfe had taken up their caufe, that a due 
inquiry had been made, and that every practicable remedy, and 
every redrefs that the good of the fervice would admit, would 
be given them. 

Sir J. ERSKINE SINCLAIR faid, the Houfe, and the 
army in general, owed gratitude to the honourable gentleman 
who fpokc laft, for the manly and foldler-like manner in which 
he had cxprelTed his regret that fuch grievances did exift to the 
difeouragement and difadvantage of many honourable men. 
He faid, Captains were not in any fliape public accountants ; 
and if they were, let them be tried in the fame way that other 
public accountants were, by the application or mifapplication 
of the fums entrulled to their diftrlbution. But why arc their 
arrears to be kept back, to anfwer purpofes created by others, 
and in which they have no hand whatever ; in ftiort, tliofe who 
wifhed to place Captains in the fame light as agents, by a 
ftrange fiction in reafoning, gave them all the difadvantages of 
publick accountants, without any of their benefits. He faid, 
that the iffuing of money from Government to the agents had 
nothing to do with the payment to every officer of what was due 
to him — nor had a Captain any right to draw upon an agent, 
merely bccaufe Government had iffued a fum of money to that 
agent. It was allowed on all hands that Mr. Burke’s ad was 
a good one ; the complaint was with regard to the execution 
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of that a£l. ' The honourable gentleman who fpoke laft had 
faid, that thofe who ftated the grievance ought to propofe a re- 
""m^dy ; now, as a grievance was admitted tocxift, he thought 
the beft way of getting a remedy was to call for a Committee 
of Inquiry, which certainly would be much bett/sr able to fug- 
ged a proper remedy than any individual, or even two or three 
could be. It had been faid, that oificers had a power to com- 
• pel the agents to deliver in the accounts to the War Office, 
agreeable to the time fpecified in the aft ; but he would a(k if 
officers, ferving abroad, had this power, or how they could 
avail themfclves of it. He faid, the Secretary at War had al- 
lowed, that no arrears were paid fince the year 1789, and he 
thought the juftice, as well as the wifdom of the Houfe, was 
called upon to inquire into the ftate of the arrears due to offi- 
cers. With regard to the circular letter written in 1785, which 
ftated, that officers applying perfonally to the War Office, 
would receive their arrears, that very letter mentioned, that it 
meant all officers in regiments about to Be reduced ; now this 
was proper enough \ at the fame time it was not poffible, that 
officers in regiments, not to be reduced, could underftand that 
they had the fame right with thofe to whom the letter was ad- 
drefl'ed ; and this he believed to be the general opinion of the 
array. He concluded by vindicating General Burgoync from 
the infmuation that had been thrown out, of his having faid bn 
a former day, that his political line of conduft had prevented 
his regiment from receiving their arrears, a fentiment which 
he knew tiie honourable gentleman never could have entertained 
for a moment. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, it was impoffible that there 
could be any other wifh in that Houfe than that every officer 
in the fervice fliould be paid every farthing that was due to 
him. He was glad, however, that the difeuffion of this quef- 
tion had given an opportunity of explaining what was, not the 
general opinion, in confeqiicnce of the firft opening of the bu- 
finefs, 'viz. that there was no blame to be laid to the War Of- 
fice^ or the Pay Office, on account pf the delay in paying ar- 
rears. A grievance feemod to be generally allowed, and a re-^ 
medy ought to be found out j but he faw no neceflity for alter- 
ing Mr. Burke’s aft, nor did he think that the Committee 
moved for was the moft expeditious or efficacious way of pro- 
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curing the remedy, their inquiry would take up much time, be- 
caufe they mttft go through the whole machinery of the War 
Office, Pay Office, and agents* accounts ; he thought, there- 
fore, the matter ought to be fubmitted to official men, who 
would, he was certain, be ready to confult and take the advice 
of the honourable General, and other gentlemen converfar.t with 
the fubjecl, after which, he had no doubt but a fuitable remedy 
would be adopted. 

Mr. FOX faid, that the queftion had been treated very dif- 
ferently by the different gentlemen who had fpoken upjn ft. 
It was faid that there was no need to go into a Committee of 
Inquiry, bccaufe it was allowed that no blame lay againft any 
of the public officers ; but what was there to prove this ? No- 
thing but mere affertion ; and when a ferions grievance was ad- 
mitted on all hands, and when thatadmiffion was only anfwer- 
ed by bare alTertions, and no thing ilated cither to be the real 
caufe of, or remedy for, that grievance, he thouglit a Committee 
of Inquiry was abfolutely neccllary. It had been contended, 
that no alteration of the ar> was neceffary, and at the fame time 
it had been allowed, that a grievance exifted for which the adl 
provided no icniedy j this he certainly thought was a defeft ; 
he did not mean to fpeak againft Mr. Burke’s ad, on the con- 
trary, he declared it to be his opinion, that amoiigft the many 
great and brilliant works of that elegant Author, he thought 
there was none that did him more credit, in every refped, than 
that a6t. He faid, the object of the prefent inquiry was cer- 
tainly not to lay any imputation of mifeonduft againft thofc in 
office, but to find out the caufe of an exilliog grievance, and 
to apply a fuitable remedy. And he muft hereobferve, that in 
all great national reforms a Committee of that Houfe was far 
better than leaving the bufmefs entirely to thofc in office at the 
time. In this, as well as in other cafes, it might not always be 
the moft expcilitious way of getting at the remedy, but it cer- 
tainly would be moft eflicacious. He wifhed, therefore, that 
the propofed Committee might be agreed to, and that it (hould 
co/ifift not merely of official men, but of thofc men, whatever 
iide of the Houfe they fat upon> whp werebeft able to affift in 
the difeuflion of the fubjedon which an opinion was required. 
As to the different turn which the debate had taken fince the 
fall d;^y it was mentioned^ when the arrears of fubaltcrns 
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were only’ fuppolcd to be the objcft, and now Captains and 
-Field Officers were introduced, every one feemed to be pleafM 
that the fubjeft was now argued fo fully. For his part, it was 
always his opinion that much public good arifes at all times 
from the difeuffions and converfatiojis in Parliament upon 
great and important conftitutional queftions. 

Mr. MONTAGU oppofed the motion, upon an idea, that 
there'being a neceffity for going into a Committee of Inquiry, 
might fpread a general alarm over the country ; and an opi- 
nion that there was fomething extremely wrong in the prefent 
official fyftem with regard to the army. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, the queftion now lay in a very 
narrow compafs, and he did not mean to fay that it was brought 
by the other fide of the Houfe for purpofes of hoftility ; but, 
certainly, the difeuffion of that day had taken a different ground 
from what it affiimed on the opening of the bulinefs ; an impref- 
fjon certainly had been left on the minds of the Houle, that the 
War Office was to blame for the delay in paying the arrears; 
that that was not tlie cafe, was now generally admitted ; but 
the right honourable gentleman had faid, we have no proof 
that ih.e War Office is not to blame, and therefore he calls for 
a Committee of Inquiry, and he fays, there are only mere af- 
fertions in anfwer to grievances agreed to on all fides. Now 
when thefe grievances are allegations on one fide, and anfwcrcd 
not merely by aflertions on the other, but authentic documents, 
which he contended the papers on the table moved for by the 
Secretary at War were, he could fee no occafion for the pro- 
pofed Committee, nor could he poffibly fee that a Committee 
of Inquiry was the beft way to procure a remedy. If, there- 
fore, allegations were to be made, and aflertions fupported by 
authentic documents were not to be reckoned fufficient anfwers 
to thofe allegations, there would be no end to calls for Com- 
mittees of Inquiry upon fubjeds even of the mod trifling na- 
ture. He defended Mr. Burke’s a£t, and thought it came as 
near perfeAion as any a£l could have done for its purpofes. 
Though regiments at home could only be affedled by the regu- 
lations fpecified in the a£l, he knew no difficulties arifing from 
it to the regiments abroad. With regard to the rights of ofli- 
cers to compel the delivery of accounts, he faid, the fhorteft 
way to obtain all their rights was to abide by the edablilhedle- 
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gal regulations. He contended that it was better that the ac- 
counts (hould be fettled before the arrears were paid. The dif- 
cuftion, he thought, had been a very proper one, and he tnift- 
cd, means would be found for applying a remedy to the grievance 
complained of. 

Mr. FOX faid, a few words in explanation, as did Mr. 
Pitt. 

General BNRGOYNE rofc for the fame purpofe, and par- 
ticularly cleared himfelf from the imputation thrown out by 
Mr. Steelci visS. that he had ever hinted that the arrears of 
his regiment had been withheld for four years on account of 
the political line of conduft he had of late years purfued. He 
faid he adopted that line of conduit upon principle, and upon 
principle he was likely to continue it ; but that he had never 
for a moment entertained an idea, that any Adminiltration 
would revenge the political conduit of one man on the officers 
of a whole regiment. He declared that he had never once 
dreamt of fuch a matter, and if he could have ever been brought 
to think fo, he would that inllant have gone and laid his regi- 
ment at the feet of the King ; bccaufe if fuch a meafure could 
have entered into the heads of any fet of men, he would not 
have held his regiment another moment on the condition of his 
being the caufc of the inconveniencies of other men, men who 
had diftinguiffied thcmfclves merilorioufly on every occafion. 

Mr. STEELE, in explanation, faid, he had never meant 
to impute to the honourable General a meaning that he had 
not appeared defirous to fugged, but the honourable General 
had, as far as his recolleition ferved, when he mentioned the 
cafe of the arrears of his own regiment remaining unpaid, ac- 
companied it with faying, that he was unwilling to impute 

the circumftance to any confideratioii with refpeft to the line 
** of political condudt that he had purfued,’* or words to that 
cffecl, for Mr. Steele declared he was far from intending to 
^uote the honourable Generals words. 

General BURGOYNE protefted, on his folemn word of 
honour, that he did not mean any thing like the conftrufiion 
that had been giveri to his words. 

Mr. STEELE repeated, that fomething to the effeft that 
he had mentioned, the honourable General, whom he wiflied 
always to treat with refpedt, had certainly faid. 
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Sir GEORGE HOWARD profeflTcd his fincerc oonviftion 
that no blame was imputable to the War Office, and declared, 
that he had the pleafure of having feveral converfations with his 
right honourable friend on the fubject, but that he had been a 
good deal furprifed at hearing, in the coutfe of that day’s de- 
bate, that regimental acxounts were cleared without delay at 
the Office, and that every opportunity for explanation on the 
fubjeft of difallowances made officially from the regimental 
accounts was ofMiftantly afforded- Sir George faid, that decla- 
ration exprefsiy contradifted information which he had received 
in writing, and which was coniain-ju in a letter he had then in 
his pocket, wherein it was ttated, that regimental accounts 
had laid two end three years in ^he Office unopened ; that when 
they had paffed the official inveftigation, difallowances to a 
large amount had been made, and upon the agent’s remon- 
ftrance, and defire to be permitted to know to what charges 
the objcdVion was made, an J to explain them, the anfwer was, 
‘‘ You can be informed nothing about it ; the Office has done 

it, the money is gone, and the warrant for the iffue of the 

balance is fent down to tlie Pay Office,” Sir George faid 
he ffiould vote for the Committee. 

Colciicl FITZPATRICK contended that the whole of the 
quedion hud been put upon new grounds, by what the Houle 
hud ju(i heard from the honourable General over the way, as 
what he had faid amounted to a direft charge upon the War 
Office. It was therefore, the Colopel faid, mcire neceffary 
than ever that the whole lliould go to a Committee for inquiry. 
From the beginning of the difciiffion, the Colonel declared, 
he w'as perfuaded no blame was imputable to the War Office, 
and it was generally admitted that there was not ; but each 
gentleman who fpoke in the debate, had admitted alfo, that 
officers in the army had much to complain of, and each im- 
puted it to a different caufe ; the different reafons, therefore, 
that had been given, were, in his mind, fo many different ar- 
guments for going into a Committee to inquire. What the 
lall honourable gentleman had faid, was, in his opinion, a di- 
rect challenge to the Secretary at War, which he ought, for 
the honour of the War Office, to accept. 

Sir GEORGE HOWARD faid, he had given no challenge 
to the War Office ^ that he had merely Hated that what he had 
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heard had contradided information in writing, which he had 
leceived, but on the authenticity of which he did not place any 
great reliance. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR declared, he felt what had 

t 

faUen from his honourable relation in a different light ; that it 
was no challenge^ and he had heard nothing to induce him to 
give his confent to the motion. 

Mr. COURTENAY, in a very few words, urged the ne-* 
ceffity of going into a Committee, and concluded, that it was 
utterly impoffible for a Secretary at War, on a Britifti eftab- 
lilhment, to underftand the circular letters of 1785, which ex- 
prefsiy referred to the officers of regiments then about to 
reduced, to refer to the fubalterns of all the regiments at the 
lame time in the fervice. 

The Houfe at length called for the queftion, and divided ^ 
Ayes, 33 ; Noes, 74. 

The Houfe adjourned. 


Tuejdayy lyh March* 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved, That there be laid be- 
" fore this Houfe, An account of the annual revenues of the 
Eaff-India Company in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriifa, and from Benares and Oude, under the heads of 
Mint and Coinage Duties, Poft-Office Collcdions, Benares 
** Revenue, Oude Subfidy, Land Revenues, Cuftoms, and tl:e 
** receipts from the fales of fait and opium for three years, ac- 
cording to the lateft advices ; together with the lateft eili- 
mate.” Mr. Dundas afterw^ards moved twenty-nine other 
accounts of revenues and other charges of the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, the fame as the laft feffion. 

Mr. FOX obferved, that in two years the charter of the In- 
dia Company would expire. He wilhed to know whether it 
was the intention of Minifters to move any thing upon that fub- 
jeS that might lead to an inquiry into the affairs of India, previ- 
ous to the difeuffion of the charter. 

Mr. DUNDAS faid, that nothing in that particular was in 
contemplation— perhaps fomething might occur that Ihould 
vender fuch a motion necelfary. 
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Mr. FOX faid, that previous to the bringing in a billupoa 
this fubjed, he (hould move for a Committee of Inquiry. He 
did not now know when he ihoiild do but he only wiihcd 
Minifters to be apprifcd it was his intention. 

Mr. THOMPSON rofe, he faid, to execute a taflc which 
he had undertaken ; tho tafk of a public accufer of a public 
man. It was neceffary for him to ftate, that in confequence of 
rumours circulated out of doors, he had made pertain inqui- 
ries, the refult of which he Ihould now fiibmit to the Houfe* 
He had undertaken this charge purely from the fenfe he had of 
his public duty as one of the reprefqntativcs of the people, to- 
tally unconnefted with any animofity againtt the honourable 
gentleman w ho was the object of this accufation. It was to 
his public duty that he wifiicd to dedicate himfelf; and if the 
honourable gentleman who w^as the objefl: to whofe condufthe 
wifhed to direft any inquiry, (hould be able to explain himfelf 
to the fatisfadion of the Houfe, he (hould be glad of it. This 
he faid, merely for the purpofe of vinJ caiing himfelf again! 
any afperfion on his charailer, for the impropriety of his mo- 
tives. The honourable Secretary of the Treafury had faid oa 
a former day, that he w^as confeions of his innocence, and 
heartily courted an inquir)s andwifhed for the hour for his vin- 
dication. That hour w^ascorne, and he hoped thaf honourable 
gentleman would not again fay, he fufpefted him of an inten- 
tion to (brink from the charge which he had thought fit to make. 
The rumourto which healladed, originated in confequence of 
a trial in the Court of King’s Bench, in which the honourable 
Secretary was defendant, at the fuit of a Mr. Smith, for bu- 
(iiaefsdone, in behalf of Lord Hood, at an eledion for Weft- 
Bilnfter. The fubilance of the evidence in that trial , went to 
charge Mr. Rofe with having interfered in that cledion in an 
unwarrantable manner, and on which he founded his inten- 
tions of moving for a Committee of Inquiry upon the fubjed. 
It appeared in the evidence given on that trial, that Mr. Smith 
had fome time before been convided in a penalty of 50I. for an 
offence again! the Exclfe laws ; and that afterwards, in con- 
fequence of fervices performed by Mr. Smith, at the requeft of 
Mr. Rofe, in the courfe of that eledion, part of the fine was 
remitted to him. That in the courfe of this tranfadion Mr. 
$mith had been introduced to Mr. Rofci through the good of- 
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ficesof an honourable Member of that Houfe* Name him, 
•* name him/' was generally exclaimed.] This Mr. Thomp- 
fon declined, but preceded to (late the various circumdances 
of the converfation between Mr. Smith and Mr. Rofe, by 
which it would appear that Mr. Rofe had a£lually been the 
means of procuring a remiffioii of part of this excife fine, for 
his fervices in the ele£lion, in behalf of the Court candidate. 
Lord Hood. This would appear from the inquiry, beyond 
the polfibility of a doubt. Having dated this, and alfo many 
points, on which the inference appeared to him to be clear, 
that this was the conduft of Mr. Rofe ; and having alluded to 
the publication of the trial of an aftion brought up by Mr. 
Smith againd Mr. Rofe, and the points there proved to the fa- 
tirfaftion of a jury who gave Mr. Smith a verdidi for the 
amount of his bill ; and that it appeared by that trial what part 
Mr. Rofe had adled on that occafion, he came to the conclu- 
(ions to be drawn from this ; and here he wiihed the Houfe to 
refleft on the confequence of a Secretary to the Treafury em- 
ploying the money of the Public for the purpofe of fupporting 
the election of a Member of that Houfe. He wiihed them to 
refleS on the probable confequences of fufFcring the public to 
underdand that their money was waded for the corrupt purpofe 
of procuring feats in that Houfe the friends of the Minider. 
He wifhed them to refle<S on the public contempt, if not the 
indignation they might, by fuffering fuch proceedings to pafs 
unnoticed, bring upon the whole Houfe. They (hould re-^ 
member, that it was on the opinion the Public entertained of 
the Houfe, it could be fairly faid its charafter reded, and that 
it was from the people it derived the whole of its power and au- 
thority. What care then, if they wiihed to maintain this cha- 
jraSer, or preferve this power, (hould they not take to imprefs 
the people with a wxU-founded belief, that they would never 
connive at bribery and corruption. That the people are hot 
taxed to fuppprt the corrupt eledlons, but to fupport the date. 
To fucceed in fuch a praSice, as had been imputed to the ho- 
nourable Secretary, or rather to efcape an inquiry, would ei- 
ther lay the foundation of didurbances, and finally the down- 
fall of our date, or totally extinguifh the very principle and 
effence of liberty in this country. He had made this accufa- 
iion. He was ready to fupport it by proof. The honourable; 
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gentleman had afTerted his innocence. Let th^ Honfe grant the 
inquiry, and the fubjeft would be prpgjgfly adjufted. If the 
honourable gentleman was innocent, he ought to have an op- 
portunity of making his innocence public. If«*he was guilty, 
he fliould n(jt be fufFcrcd to efcape. I have,’’ faid Mr.Thomp- 
fon, “ put George Rofe, Efq. fairly upon his trial, and God 
fend him a good deliverance.^’ He concluded with moving. 
That this Houfe will, upon Friday morning next, refolve 
‘‘ itfelfintO a Committee of the whole Houfe, to inquire 
into all abufes committed by perfons in office at the eleftion 
** of a Member to ferve in Parliament for the city of Weft- 
minder in July 1788, as far as the fame relative to penalties 
incurred under the excife laws, or lottery aft.” 

Mr. LAMBTON rofe, the Houfe being rather clamorous. 
He obferved that clamour and confufion Ih xild not deter him 
from piirfuing his duty. He firll of all begged have to fay, 
that what he had already heard, would have been fufficient for 
him to fupport the motion ; but if that were not enough, he 
had a charge of a much more flagrant nature agalnft thofe who 
have the conduft of public affairs — It was more criminal in 
point of fize than that which had been firil exhibited. Like 
his honourable friend he had no motive for the part he was 
about to take, but a fenfe of duty to his conftituents, and in 
the very onfet of the bufmefs he begged leave to alfure the right 
honourable gentleman oppoiite to him, that he difclatmed all 
party fplten, and had no private pique whatever on his mind 
againd him or any man, however they might differ in opinion 
upon political fubjefts. In the year 1788, one Hofkins being 
at that time in prifon, at the fuit of the Solicitor to the lottery 
for 700I. in order to anfwer certain penalties for offences againft 
the lottery aft, for which he could not find bail, wrote to the 
Solicitor, telling him he could procure fiftj or fixty votes for 
Lord Hood at the Wedminfter eleftion, provided he could be 
admitted to bail, and that fuch bail as he Ihould offer would not 
be objefted to. The Solicitor to the lottery, in anfwer to this, 
faid, he could not do this on his own accord, but mud have 
authority from a higher quarter. The man was afterwards ad- 
mitted to baif, and his bail were a couple of the molt miferablc, 
wretched, fliabby-looking raggamuffins that ever oftered to 
commit penury. Their appearance Ihewed, that fo far from 
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being able to fwear that they were worth 700I. they had not fix- 
pencc in their pockets, exclufive of the pittance that had been 
paid them, as the price of the fcandaloiis crime they were hired 
to commit. N^^y, fo wretched was their appearance, that when 
they came to take the neceflary oaths before the Judge at Cham- 
bers, although they brought a note from the Solicitor to the 
lottery, fignifying his confent to their bail, the Judge’s clerk- 
thought it fo impoffible, that the Solicitor to the lottery could 
mean to accept two fuch fliabby-looking fellows* as bail for 
700I. that he aftually refufed to fwear them. The faft how- 
ever was, their bail was taken, and John Hofkins did adlually 
poll for Lord Hood fixty votes : from which time, neither Hof- 
kins, nor his bail, have been heard of. Mr. Lambton having 
ftated this fadl, obferved, that the Public, it appeared, had 
paid yoel. out of .their pockets, for voting falfcly for Lord 
Hood, And if Minifters could, as their political convenience 
rendered it neceffary, fufpend the operations of f^me laws, and 
remit the operation of others, where was the freedom of the 
country ? All this would be proved if the Committee of In- 
quiry was granted. It woii-d be proved too, that other prac- 
tices had been followed, equally difgracefiil — the whole form- 
ing a mafs of evidence ihr.t w'ould let the Public into the know- 
ledge of circumdauces, of which at prefent they had no idea. 
It would explain to tiie country the principles of modern con- 
fidence in Minifters. If proved, thvrc would, he hoped, be 
an end of the virtue of corf iding rn qority of that Houfe. It 

would render the majority of the Houfe fufpeft id 

[The SPEAKER w as here pleafed to call the honourable 
gentleman to order, and was fiipporled by a very general cry of 
‘‘ Order! Order !— Chair ! Chair!” The Speaker obferved, 
that it was quite diforderly to glance reproachfully on the con^ 
duct of a maji)rity of that Houfe. ) 

Mr, Lambton apologized, and declared, that he meant to 
caft no rcfiedtlon on the majority, or their motives, that had 
he not been called to order prematurely, and before he had con- 
cluded the fentiment he was uttering, he did not believe he 
fhould have been deemed diforderly, or deferving of the re- 
proof that he had received, as he was going to add, ‘‘ unlefs 
the Houfe granted the Committee of Inquiry then moved 
Tor.” Having laid this, he refumed the thread of bis argu- 
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mcnt, and exclaimed agalnft the cfFefts of corruption on the 
cleflors as well as the elefted. He faid, they all knew, that 
the Roman Emperors, by bribing and corrupting the Senate, 
governed Rome, and trampled down her liberties with as much 
unrellrained licence, as if there had exited no Senate at all. 
That it was to the purity of eleftion they were to look as to 
the Source of freedom, and the origin of all their deareil rights 
and privileges. That it behoved them to be particularly watch- 
ful in times like thefe, when luxury and extravagance opened 
an ealy door to corruption, by reciprocally enervating all the 
vigour of virtue, and all the better energies of the mind. He 
fpoke of the fplendid and brilliant eloquence of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer’s fpcech on a late occafion, which they all 
fo much admired, and which might fairly be termed the lo Paan 
of the right honourable gentleman’s finance ; but he confeifed, 
the fatisfaftion that fpeech gave him, was much abated in his 
mind, when he learnt the manner in which the right honour- 
able gentleman meant to appropriate his furplus ; he thought 
the right honourable gentleman might have found a more footh- 
ing anodyne for the late armament, than he had prefented them 
on that occafion ; and that he might have relaxed the rigour of 
his cxcife laws, the reafon of the extenfion of which odious 
fyftcm was now apparent, fince it was evident that theexcife 
was found to be an admirable inftrumcnl of punilhmcnt or re- 
ward, of oppreflion or corruption. He concluded with ob- 
ferving, that Mi. Rofe himfelf ought to vote for the Commit- 
tee ; for that if he was innocent, as he faid he was, it was a 
duty which he owed to his charadcr to fubmit it to inquiry. 
If he was guilty, the Houfe was criminal in fufFering him to 
cfcape from punifhment. He therefore heartily feconded the 
motion. 

* Mr. ROSE began his defence with declaring, that he would 
not have perfifted in endeavouring to be heard firft, if he had 
not been fo very particularly alluded to, that it became abfolutely 
neceflkry that he fliould make an immediate reply to the cliarges 
that had been ftated. The honourable gentleman who mude 
the motion, he obferved, had declared that on the prefent oc- 
cafion he came forward with no invention of his own, but th^t 
he was the mouth-piece of the Public, and Hated no more than 

the Public talked of and believed; it was not a very eafy mat- 
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ter to know precifely who the Public was ; every body one met 
was the Public ; andpoflibly the honourable gentleman found 
the Public in newfpapcr paragraphs and libellous ’ pamphlets ; 
he would not go the length of faying that what the honourable 
gentleman had advanced was his own invention* but he could 
not avoid expreffing his aftoniftiment at the honourable gentle- 
man’s credulity in venturing to bring before the Houfe in the fe— 
rious and folemn manner that he had done, charges, whi9h 
if he did not before he fat down, prove to the faii>fadion of the 
Houfe, not only that every part of them was not true, but they 
had not in them the fmallcft degree of truth, nor any lhadow 
or trace of truth whatever, he fhould be more miftaken than 
ever he had been in his life. He proceeded to ftate the whole 
of the tranfacElions of every kind, that had taken place between 
Mr. Smith and himfelf, and tire greater part of what he faid, 
he fupporied, by written documents. He began with explain- 
ing, that Mr. Smith had kept a livery liable, and that he^had 
been in the habit of hiring horfes of him, to go the firft ftago 
out of town, that he had not fecn the man to his knowledge 
nor Ihould he have known him if he had met him, before he 
ilnt him a petition enclofed in a letter, in 1789, both of which 
he would read to the Houfe. The petition ftated, that Mr. 
Smith having had an information lodged agaiiift him for brew- 
ing beer at home, had been convifted in a penalty of fifty 
pounds ; that the beer was fmall beer for the ufe of his own 
family, that he was a poor man, altogether ignorant that it 
was contrary to law to brew fmall beer for the ufe of his fa- 
mily, and that he had no intention to commit any offence what- 
ever againft the laws of his country. The petition farther 
ftated, that one third of the penalty went to the poor of the 
parifh, one third to the informer, and the other to the King. 
I'he letter ftated that the vellry of St. Martin’s (or St. Marga- 
ret’s) were willing to give up their third of the penalty, pro- 
vided he (Mr. RofcJ would procure the remiifion of the King’s 
other two thirds. Thus, the Member of Parliament through 
whofe medium, according to the honourable gentleman, 
^mith had been introduced to him, was no other than the vef- 
Iry of St. Martin’s. , With the petition, Mr. Rofe faid, he 
did cxadlly what in the ordinary courfe of bufinefs he ever did 
whenever petitions were fent to him^ viz* referred it to the 
3 
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Board to vfhok cognizance the fubjeft matter belonged, — 
Smith's petition he enclofed to Mr. Cholmondeley the Chair- 
man of the Excife Boards and afterwards upon another appli- 
cation, underftanding that Mr. Cholmondeley was out of town, 
and the petition with him, he wrote to the Secretary to beg him 
to get the Board to fufpend deciding upon Smith’s cafe till Mr. 
Cholmondeley came to town, and on no other account than 
merely becaufe Mr. Cholmondeley had the petition with him. 
But to (hew the Houfc of what little avail his interference had 
proved, the petition was rejefted by the Board of Excife, and 
Mr. Rofe read the Secretary’s anfwer, with the decifion of the 
Board, in which the Secretary declared, ** that all the aliega- 
tions were untrue ; that Smith was not a poor man ; that 
the beer brewed was ftrong ; and not final 1 beer ; that he 
** well knew what he had done was illegal ; that he contrived 
to get the malt into his houfe fo privately, that even his 
“ brewer, (who was the perfon that had informed againft him) 
did not know when or whence it came, that he had long 
been in the habit of brewing and conveying it into his own 
cellars for fale, and that if the penalty had been 500I. inftead 
** of 50I. it would not have been adequate to the beer he had 
brewed.” Here, therefore, was a clear proof that he had 
not influenced the Board in their decifion. Half the penalty 
had aftually been levied, and the other half was to be paid by 
inftallments. This, he folemnly faid, was the whole of the 
tanfadion between Smith and him, as far as regarded the pe- 
nalty of 50I. During the time of the laft general eleSion, 
Smith came to him, as he was going out, and made a propofi- 
tion for opening his houfe, and declared in his entry, that he 
could dete£l a great number of bad votes that had been given 
for Lord John Townlliend, when he anfwered, Do fo, if 
you can, it will be doing a right thing,” but as to any 
propofition on the fubjefl: of the eledlion, he muft go to Lord 
Hood's Committee. He did fo, found the bad votes he faid he 
could find, and at length applied to him to be paid. The an- 
fwer he gave him, was, “ Return to Lord Hood’s Committee, 
they’ll pay you.” Smith afterwards again demanded pay- 
ment of him, and commenced an aftion, which was tried in 
the Court of King’s Bench. He would not impeach the jiif- 
lice of the Court; nor the integrity of the jury j fucb a cafe was 
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certainly made out as to induce them to give a verdift for 
Smith. Thefe were the fafts, but did any man in his fenfes 
fuppole^hat he (Mr. Rofe) if he had felt the lead conrcioufncfs 
of being really indebted to Smith, that he would have fufFered 
the caufe to have gone into a Court of J uftlcc ? Moft certainly 
he would not, he never had Tent a man who had a demand upon 
him, twice from his door in the whole courfe of his life ; but 
he mud dill think, that Smith had not a right to call on him 
for payment ; he had opened no Houfe, (not that he (hould 
have done wrong, if he had) nor made himfelf refponfible in 
any fort whatever. In proof of the fails he had dated, Mr. 
Rofe read a variety of papers, and after declaring, that he had 
dated the whole of his conduit refpeiling Smith ; as to any 
thing that might have paded between him and any of the offi- 
cers of the Board of Excife, he faid, he hoped he was not to 
be made refponfible for them. It was not, Mr. Rofe obferved, 
neceflary for him to fay much of himfelf, becaufe, however 
party might influence gentlemen with whom he was not ac* 
quaintfd, the friends who knew him, he truded, would find 
nothing in his charailer or any part of his conduit fufficient to 
warrant even a momentary fufpicion, that he would be mean 
enough to ait fo fcandalous and bafe a part as calumny had im- 
puted to him ; and even if, for the fake of argument, it were 
admitted that he could fink fo low, did any perfoii living ima- 
gine fuch a man as Mr. Cholmondeley would join with him 
in fuch a difgraceful fcene ? There was not, he declared, in 
the world a better friend to the revenue, a man of more unim- 
peached integrity, nice honour and high fpirit, than Mr. Chol- 
mondeley, as all who knew him, he would venture to fay, 
would readily acknowledge; nor was there, he believed, in 
cxiftence, a man who would have felt more repugnance to take 
a part in fuch a bufinefs than the gentleman he was alluding to. 
With regard to the other charge, that refpefting the admitting 
Hofkins to bail, by (ham bail, he protefted he had never even 
heard the man s name before that day, and was it liivcly that 
Lord Hood would have defircd his agent to a£l fuch a part as 
had been aicribed to him ? It appeared to him, that if Lord 
Hood had permitted his agent to do what had been dated, it 
yi^uld have been nothings lefs than fubjeding him to have had 
head pyt in the pillory. Mr. Rofe averred, that what ho 
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had faid ^as the whole of the tranfaftion which he had ever 
had with Smith ; but if any gentleman were notdifpofed to be- 
lieve him, it did not depend on his affertions alone ; the offi- 
cers of the Excife were at the door, and ready to come to the 
bar of tile Houfe to confirm them. Neither the Excife laws, 
nor any autliority that he might be fiippofed to poflefs, had 
ever been made ufe of for any purpofe that could, upon the 
ftrifteft inveftigation, be deemed improper, much lefs for 
eleilion purpofes. But if any perfon could think fo ill of him 
as to fuppofe he would fo proftitutehis fituation, did they ima- 
gine the exalted charafters who fat at the Treafury Board would 
fuffer it? He concluded with faying, that if it fhould be ne- 
ceflary, the Houfe, he hoped, would indulge him in giving fuch 
explanations as might be called for. 

Lord HOOD faid, he was really at a lofs to know what to 
fay on the cafe of Hofkins — ^he had never heard of him in his 
life. With regard to any thing that his agent had done, when 
he ftated that he had in the firft inftance offered to fiibmit his 
bill to arbitration, and that after much fliifting and doubling 
in the Court of King’s Bench, compelled his agent to fubmit to 
arbitration, when the arbitrators had taken off 2800I. from it, 
and given his agent only a thoufand, declaring it to be an ample 
and liberal recompenfe for the whole of his trouble, would any 
gentleman contend, that what had been faid or done by fuch a 
man, was a fit fubjeft for that Houfe to make the topic of feri- 
ous debate, or that he was entitled to any credit whatever? 

Mr. GREY fupported the motion, and maintained, that no- 
thing had been dated in the courfe of the debate to make it ap- 
pear, that the Houfe ought not to grant the Committee that had 
been moved for. He laid great llrefs on the cafe of Holkins, 
and faid, the right honourable gentleman had (blemnly declared, 
that he never caufed any mitigation of the penalty which Smith 
had incurred under the Excife laws to be made. He begged 
to know if he had not done it through Mr. Vivian, the Soli- 
citor to the Board of Excife? He produced a note, dated April 
1789, from Mr. Rofe to Mr. Smith, appointing him to meet 
Mr. Vivian at eight o’clock the next morning, at his own 
houfe in Palace Yard. With regard to what the right 
hcr>ourabie gentleman had faid, in denial that Mr. Smith 
apjplied to him through the medium of a Member of Parliament, 
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«pid had termed that Member of Parliament the veftry, the 
right honourable gentleman’s memory muft have been very 
imperfe6t9 and muft have failed him wonderfully if he 
recollcfted nothing** of the circumftancc. To refrelh his 
memory^ be would mention who the Member was, the Mem* 
her of Liverpool, Upon the whole, he contended, that there 
was enough before the Houfe to induce them to inquire into 
h, and the honourable gentlemen on the other fide, unlefs they 
felt that fomething would come out in that inquir)^ which they 
did not wilh to be known, ought to be among the hrfl; to pro- 
pofea Committee, and the laft to (brink from the motion. If 
they, on their fide, had dated, what they could not prove, it 
might be the more difadvantageous to them to have a Commit- 
tee, but fo far from entertaining fuch an idea, he would end 
with faying, that the Houfe ought to go into a Committee. 

Mr. ROSE in explanation faid, he could not recoIle£b 
imidd the variety of notes which he had occafion to write, every 
individual note; but what did the note produced by the honour- 
able gentleman prove ? It was dated April 1789, and the pe- 
nalty was levied afterwards, confequently there had been no in- 
terference of his that had availed Mr. Smith. With regard to 
the Member of Parliament, he did now recoiled, that the ho- 
nourable gentleman alluded to, kept his horfes at the fame dable 
yard. They accidentally met there, and the honourable gen- 
tleman mentioned the cafe of Smith, as a cafe of compaifion^ 
and dated the fame fads as were alledgcd in the petition, that 
he had read to the Houfe, and which the Secretary to the Excife 
Board dated to be falle. 

Mr. GASCOYNE rofe in confequence of the allufion that 
had been made to him, and began with dating, that he had 
long kept away by the afflidion he had felt from a domedic 
lofs, but that he was glad he that day happened to be able to 
attend his duty, becaufe he always wilhed when any gentleman 
meant to bring any charge againd him, that he would do it in 
his prefence, when he (hould have an opportunity of making a 
reply. He had little imagined the matter referred to by the 
right honourable gentleman over the way, would ever have been 
declared of importance enough to have been mentioned in that 
Houfe. As it had been mentioned, he would date the whole of 
the fad in quedion. He then gave an account of his having 
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kept his horfes with Mr. George Smith for a long time, that 
he thought they did not appear to have had juftice done to them, 
and he blamed his own fervant ; but at laft he found the fault 
lay with Smith himfelf, and that he took them away ; that he 
had previoufly learnt the affair of Smith’s beingjunder a profe- 
cution, and had certainly mentioned it to his honourable friend; 
recommaiding Smith, as he then underftood him to be a fit 
jobjedl of companion, and had begged that either he, or his 
right Honourable friend, would interfere with the Board of Ex- 
cifc to have .the penalty mitigated, which he undirftood to be 
by no means an unufual thing where the party was poor, and 
there was no proof of bad intention. He had fince had reafon 
to believe that he had been impofed on, and that Smith had not 
more honefty than other folks. Mr. Gafeoyne apollgizcd for 
introducing fuch a trivial fubjefl into that Houfe as the mention 
of his horfes, but he faid, it was neceffary to lead to the fail 
in queflion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that with regard to the fecond 
part of the charge, he wifhed to know whether the honourable 
gentlemen who had fpoken had any allegation, or any thing 
that they fiippofed would be material to their allegation, upon 
the fad of the fine of 700I. being remitted by any gentleman 
in office, or whether they fuppofed they had any evidence that 
could be material for their allegation in that rtTpeft ; or if 
they refufed to give it now, in what they would be able, or 
hoped they would be able, to give it, or by what means they 
thought it would be made out. He requefted the honourable 
gentlemen who had moved and feconded the queftion, that as 
they had ftated that the obje<El of the Committee was to inquire 
into praSiccs of gentlemen high in office,” that they would 
diftinftly name who the perfons, againft whom fuch pradices 
could be al lodged, were. 

Mr. FOX faid, it occurred to him that the honotwablc gen- 
tleman who had brought this fubjed forward, had ftated ground 
fufficient for an inquiry into this cafe. The queftion was, 
whether fuch interference had taken place, on the part of the 
Minifters, as had been Hated — or whether, upon the ftated in- 
terference, there was ground for inquiry ? To this it wasob- 
jeded, that the charges were falfe. Then it was replied, — 
** We can^rove all this by papers we (hall lay upon your 
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** table — ^we (hall prove this beyond difpnte by oral teftimony 
— we can prove the whole of our allegation. — We can 
prove firft, that fome how or other this man got out of pri- 
“ fon — we can prove that having done fo, he polled for Lord 
“ Lord. — ^We« can prove that he was detained for 700I. on a 
claufe of having incurred the penalty of the Lottery a6l— 
** we can prove that he came out by (ham bail — ^we can prove 
** that all this is traced to the authority of gentlemen in office 
— that it was under the infpeftion of the Solicitor of the 
Lottery.'* What then follows ? That the Houfe lhall 
pronounce a Minifter guilty ? No ! Only that they fhould in- 
quire. The whole of this would be produced in evidence. It 
would be produced in evidence, that an application was made 
to the Solicitor on behalf of this very man \ nay, by himfelf, 
to the Solicitor of the Lottery, dating the caufe of his con- 
finement, and ftipulating the condition of his releafe ; — that 
fliam bail was propofed to be offered — that the Solicitor faid he 

muflconfult others from whom he received his authority. 

Something more, that Lord Hood had aftually paid his attor- 
ney’s bill, in which is contained an item for the expence of 
cordufling this very a£l ! for procuring bail, and effefting the 
difeharge of this very perfon ! — Was this not enough to enter 
on an inquiry ? A man in prifon for the fum of 700I. under a 
penal llatiitc, to be difeharged on condition of ferving an elec- 
tion candidate, by the word of all means — perjury and corrup- 
tion ! The bare fufpicion of this ought to make a man impa- 
tient for an opportunity of making his defence. Why then 
not go into the Committee ? The other part of the charge 
which applied to the honourable Secretary, met with a curious 
reception from that honourable gentleman. He fays, that his 
condudl is plain and above-board. If fo, why refufe to inquire 
into it? What is there to fear if your conduft is fair? The 
note fent by Mr. Rofe to Mr. Smith was, that Mr. Rofe 
wiflied to fee him on the next morning, and dating that he had 
fome bufmefs to fettle with him, and that if he came, he 
would have an opportunity of meeting Mr. Cholmondeley.-— 
Was this pure civility of introducing them to each other ? Had 
the honourable Secretary no other ufe for his houfe ? Was there 
10 be no coiiverfation on the Excife fine ? — Was it probable, 
that being left with each other, without a third perfon, for the 
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Secretary was not theref that Smith would not have mentioned 
the fine which he had been ordered to pay ? Pure civility this, 
no doubt ! This was, in his opinion, a ftrong inllance i^ 
which the Houfe were called upon to interfere# 

Another circumfiance came to his mind, which was, that 
the iionourable Secretary had obferved that he muft admire the 
•credulity of gentlemen who believed what they had heard on 
the‘fubje6l of the Excife fine, or that Smith's demand upon 
the honourable Secretary was juft. He was of opinion there 
was nothing due, or he would not have seized the demand. 
It was his conftant praftice never to fuffer any perfbn to call 
twice for one juft demand. All this might be very true, but 
the anfwer to it was, that the jury to whom this cafe was re- 
ferred decided otherwife. The Houfe had the affertion of the 
Secretary of the Treafury againft the folemn dccifion of the 
jury. In the opinion of the jury, the honourable gentleman, 
notwithftanding his knowledge, was miftaken. In the proof 
which Mr. Smith had to adduce he was miftaken. In the 
proof that was to be given againft him on this fubjeft, he pre- 
tended to have complete knowledge. Whether he had better 
acquaintance with the difpofition of that Houfe than he had 
with the integrity of the jury, he knew not : but he muft 
think it would be unfortunate for this country if he could con- 
trol its decifion. If he could not, the opinion he had given of 
his fagacity in the former cafe, gave him no great pretenfion 
to be regarded for prophetic powers that would fupercede the 
ncceflity of inquiry in that Houfe, by anticipating the effedl. 
Upon this trial evidence was given, that fomething in the na- 
ture of a remiflion of a fine was made from Mr. Rofe to Mr. 
Smith. No fuch thing, fays Mr. Rofe. What then fliould 
the Houfe fay — Yes, or No ? Neither. Let us inquire, 
was the only anfwer they could honeftly make. 

As to the Solicitor of the lottery, and the fuppofition that gen- 
tlemen in office could not be deemed refponfible for any aft of 
his, fuppofing that he had confented to the efcape of the perfon 
out of the King’s Bench, or for the remiffion of the fine from 
the Board of Excife, fuppofing that to have taken place, he 
was far from allowing this dodrine to be right. He rather 
thought that a certain degree of refponfibility fhould attach to 
them for the negligence of their inferiors, becaufe it was their 
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duty "to inquire into their conduft, and to prevent fuch enor- 
mous abufes. At all events that Houfe fiiould inquire into the 
abufe, and affix the cenfure where it was due. 

He hadobferved, that all that had been faid on the other fide 
againft the claim of Mr. Smith waS| that generally fpeaking, 
he was a bad man ; from whence they of courfe deduced that 
he ought not to have been paid. If he was of that defcription,- 
he had better fortune than attends the wicked in general, for 
that with the perfons with whom he contended he obtained a 
vicSlory. With honourable gentleman he (Mr. Gafeoyne) 
had a bill ; it was faid to be an unjud one, but he paid it for 
the purpofe of avoiding litigation. With another he had a 
bill, but that was not paid to avoid, but in confequence of, li- 
tigation. Poflibly Mr. Smith was a rogue in all his claims, 
yet an Englifti jury thought him right in one of them, for they 
gave him a verdift to the amount of his whole bill. It might 
be, that the jury were wrong, but as they had decided upon 
their oaths one way, and the Secretary to the Treafury was 
placed in another, the Icaft the Houfe could do would be toin- 
ftitute an inquiry. Courts of law in general refufed to hear a 
man’s owm evidence in his own caufe ; but if this Committee 
was refufed, the Houfe would not only admit the Secretary to 
the Treafury in his own caufe, but would believe his aflertion 
in fupport of his own intereft, in preference to the verdict of a 
jury! 

As to the point of precedent for this, he had to maintain, 
that it was moft clearly in favour of the motion by the praftice 
of the Houfe. So much had the Houfe favoured inquiries, that 
they had voted for them in cafes w^here there was but little 
profpeft of fuccefs, and where ultimately the inquiries tended 
to be nothing. He alluded to the inquiry obtained by Mr. 
Shove, upon the cafe of Qiicenfbury, and of Mr. Liittrel on 
another occafion. Thefe things he inftanced, as proof of the 
general fpirlt the Houfe had for inquiry, or cafes dated of 
ahufe. He argued, that if difpofed towards it here, there was 
no room for the opponents of the motion to fay this inquiry is 
not proper, becaufe you have not made out a cafe to entitle you 
to a hearing. The fad was not fo; for the cafe, fiippoling it 
to be true, would be an alarming charge Of the truth, or 
faifehood of it, the Houfe could not judge without inquiry ; he 
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would venture to fay, he knew there would be evidence of 
what was charged. He concluded with declaring, that he 
faw fair ground for criminality in this fcafe, and therefore found 
it his duty to vote for the motion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT oppofed the mofion for this inquiry. 
He obferved that the queftion which he put to gentlemen who 
fupported this motion had not been anfwered ; inftead of giv- 
ing him any anfwer, they had given him arguments ; the quef- 
tion being ftill unanfwered, his objedlions remained unremoved 
upon thisfubjed. When gentlemen on the other fide talk of 
a penalty being remitted, and being afked who it was who re- 
mitted it — would they undertake to make out any criminal 
charge againft gentlemen high in office ? That was the nature 
of the motion, and not that of afferting any thing againft the 
Solicitor of the Lottery, or of the Board of Excife. Thefe 
complaints, if true, would not make any thing out againft gen- 
tlemen high in office, confequently afford no fupport to the 
prefent motion. If this charge was to be made, againft whom 
was it to be made? They had not fo much as ftated the perfon 
againft whom the charge was to be made — that they fliould 
prove it when made, or that even they themfelvcs believed it. 
He contended that this was too vague to found a criminal in- 
quiry upon, and a fubjecl by no means likely to reward the 
Houfe for the trouble which it would incur by this- inquiry. 
The queiiion was, whether there was prefumption enough 
for that Houfe to form a rational belief that the charges would 
‘‘ be fpecially made out,’* and on this he was clearly of opi- 
nion there was no profpeft that the Houfe would have any fuch 
evidence. He profelfed himfelf a friend to a fober and rational 
inquiry, on fair grounds ftating the probability of guilt in the 
perfons accufed, but this was not the cafe in the prefent in- 
fiance, and the Houfe would not vote a criminal inquiry upon 
conjefture, furprife, or infinuation, however ingenioully or 
vehemently fupported. To take up the time of the Houfe upon 
thefe unfounded inquiries, would only impede the progrefs of 
public bufinefs, dnd derogate from the dignity which belonged 
to the deliberative charafter of the Houfe. In cafes like thefe, 
if the Houfe adopted the motion, no chara<ftcr, however ex- 
alted in ftation, or however diiiinguifhed by integrity, woukl 
be fafe from falfc accufation for a moment. In order to fet* in- 
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Quiry OR foot, it was only to make a charge, and to maintain 
it by as many hard words as pofTible, and that Houfemuft en* 
ter into a public inquiry without the flighteft foundation. — 
Thele things he wilhed to put to the integrity and common 
fcnfe of the Houfe,»>:iiid to alk them to refleft, whether by the 
dictates of either, they felt themfelves called upon to vote for 
this inquiry. 

Mf- FOX faid, he would not bear what the right honour- 
able gentleman had imputed to gentlemen on his fide of the 
Houfe to pafs uncorredled. He had faid, that they wifiicd for 
a Committee merely on an infinuation, that perhaps they might 
find guilt. On the contrary he had exprefsly faid, that there 
was matter for inquiry upon record — there was proof pofitive, 
which if they went into the Committee would clearly produce 
a charge of a criminal nature againfl: a perfon or perfons high 
in office. He had faid explicitly that fuch charge would come 
out ; it remained for the Houfe to fay, whether with fuch cir- 
cumfiances laid before them they would prevent inquiry, and 
fland between the criininal and juftice. 

Mr. Chancellor PITTTaid, he defired that they fliould make 
a fpccific charge, and name the perfon whom they accufed — for 
he did not confider it as a fufficient ground for parliamentary 
inquiry that there was a fufpicion throv/n out — that there was 
an unqualified charge made againft perfons high in office — and 
dial therefore without naming them, they ought to go into a 
Committee to inquire into the fadts, and to difeover who had 
coRnuittcd the pre fumed offence. 

Mr. LAMBTON faid, he had not revealed a moft mate- 
rial part of the charge, which, in the Committee, he had rea- 
fon to believe, would be brought home to perfons high in of- 
fice. What had they heard ? The Secretary of the Treafury 
having his memory refreflied, had already confeffed,’ what he 
at firil declared to have utterly forgot — namely, that a Member 
of this Houfe did interfere in favour of Mr, Smith. He had 
confcifcd alfo, that perhaps he might have wTiitcn a card, in- 
riling Mr. Smith tOkinect his profecutor, the Solicitor of the 
Kxcife, at his houfe. He' had confeffed this, after firft delibe- 
rately ilating that his tranfrnlffion of the petition to Mr. Chol- 
inondcley, and his letter to the Secretary of the Excife, was all 
the liUei’fcrencc he had made in the affair. If he had confclLd 
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to much already, what might not be brought forth when hts 
memory fhould be farther refreflied in the Committee ? When 
they fliould call for papers, and when witnefles (faould be 
brought to the bar? Mr. Lambton faid, he had fublhintUI 
reafons for advancing that more would be.brought out. He 
would take upon himfelf to fay, that it would be proved — i. 
That Mr. Hofkins was under arreft for penalties incurred under 
the lottery aft to the amount of 700I. and that during the elec- 
'tion he offered to bring up fixty votes provided he was fuffered 
to efcape — 2, That the Solicitor to the lottery, who was alfo 
agent for the candidate, a Lord of the Admiralty, fald la an- 
fwer, that he muft confult higher authority — 3, That Hoikins 
was fuffered to efcape by two bail being accepted not worth a 
fhilling, and upon the exprefs agreement of the Solicitor — and 
4, That the noble Lord of the Admiralty, a high public offi- 
cer, has within the laft fourteen days, that is fince the firft ru- 
mour of the prefent motion, paid his agent’s hill, in which, 
among other items, there is this charge — ^to the cxpcncc of find- 
ing bail for the aftion againft Hofivins,- w^ho engaged to bring 
up fixty votes, 3I. 3s. The expence of finding this bail was 
more, it appeared, than 3I. 3s. ; but the friends of Hofkins 
had advanced lol. and the agent had charged and received only 
the farther fiim which he paid. Now thefe links of the chain 
he engaged to prove, and he had reafon to believe that in the 
Committee they fliould be able to come at the higher authority, 
without which the Solicitor to the lottery acknowledged he could 
not aft. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT demanded, if in the links of this 
chain, Mr. Lambton had any one public officer in his eye, on 
whom he could in the firft inilancc fix the charge. 

Mr. LAMBTON faid, he had communicated the circum- 
ftances frankly. He did not think hirnfcif jufiiried to name 
any perfon in the firft inflance. The very purport of a Com- 
mittee was to bring forth and fix the charge. If they had all 
the proofs ready made, there would be no need of inquiry — 
they w'ould be moved for punifluiicnt. 

The ATTORNKY GENERAL,* after having exprefled 
his furprife at what he had heard that day, declared the fuin 
Hofkins had given ball to, w*as neither more nor lefs than an 
aftioii of debt fiicd out by Mr. Froft, the Solicitor of the 
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Lottery, as a mere individual. Had it been anything in which 
Government was in any way concerned, Mr. Froft would have 
been bound in duty to have confulted him as to the bail ; but 
that had not been the cafe. Mr. Froft, he faid, on his own 
accord, had brought aftions againft different perfons, on the 
Lottery adls, for tlie recovery of penalties to the amount of 
8 or 9000I., merely to make out a charge upon the Stamp Of- 
fice of 2000I. for what he had done, which was the recovering 
about 150I. On the occafion of Holkins, Mr. Froft had not 
infulted him, by offering (ham bail to his confideration, or he 
fliould not have done it with impunity. In faft, in the par- 
ticular inftance, he had aSed as a mere individual. He ex- 
plained to the Houfe, that aflions for penalties, as the law 
flood at prefent, could be brought by any individual whochofe 
it, and that the confequence was, they were compromifed in 
the moft fgandalous manner repeatedly, and that he not being 
in poflellion of the evidence, could not effeftually interfere. 
The only way to prevent this, would be to cnaft in future, 
that no aftion for a penalty (hould be brought but by the At- 
torney General. The Judges, he faid, had done him the ho- 
nour to confult him on the fubjed, and had complained of the 
frequency of the compromifes. The Attorney General re- 
peated, that Holkins was imprifoned on an action of debt to 
Froft as a mere individual, and declared, that he did not know 
one cafe in which he had received a fersip of paper from Froft. 
He rcafoned upon the item of the three guineas charged by Froft 
to Lord Hood, and faid, fo far from its affording any proof 
that perfons high in office had been guilty of corrupt praftices, 
it almoft to a demonftration proved the contrary. The grounds 
that had been laid down were far too flight for the Houfe to go 
into a Committee upon, and they ought not to go into a Com- 
mittee, unlefs they were pretty fure of fuccefs. 

Mr. THOMPSON faid, he had brought the matter before 
the Houfe, in the conviction that if they appointed a Com- 
mittee, they would find guilt, and find a criminal. They 
were now called upon exprefsly to name the criminal. He 
had not been backward in pointing to one gentleman, againft 
whom fiifpicion lay in fo grofs a manner, as to make it necef- 
fary to his character, to the dignity of the Houfe, and to the 
purity of reprefentation, that tliey Ihould at leaft inquire. He 
Z 
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i;ad Rated feme circumftances— they had already heard the ef- 
fe6l which the fliort difeuflion had had on the memory of the 
Secretary to the Treafury ; he had already called to recolleftion 
feveral circumftances which he had at firft forgot, and he 
pledged himfelf to bring many others forth, which it would be 
equally impofliblc for the honourable gentleman to avoid re- 
membering. 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR faid, if the honourable gentlemen 
on the other fide would content themfelves with the deliverance 
which flying from trial would give them, he wifhed them 
much honour of their acquittal. The Public would decide on 
the purity of thofe who durft not ftand trial. The fafts al- 
ledged againft them were as fpecific as it was pollible to make 
them, in the prefent liage of the bufinefs. It was diredlly 
charged upon the Solicitor of the Lottery, and the aufpices un- 
der which he aSed, that he had fuffered an accufed perfon to 
efcape by (ham and Jew bail, becaufe he had engaged to bring 
(ixty votes in favour of a Lord of the Admiralty. It was ex* 
prefsly charged upon the Secretary of the Treafury, that he 
had engaged to bring a perfon, convifted of a penalty for an 
offence againft the Excife laws, to a private conference with 
the Solicitor to the Excife, in his own houfe, on his promifing 
to perform certain fervices in the (aid eledlion, Thtfe were 
fpecific charges, and yet it was objeSed that there was too 
much generality in the accufation. At a time when the im- 
putations againft’the Secretary of the Treafury for meddling in 
cleftions, were fo round, the delicacy of that Houfe alone was 
not to be offended by W'hifpcring an infinuation. Did they 
really think he was not aftive in his interferences ? Did they 
not know how various, how multiform, his appearances were, 
whenever he could be feen or felt with* effeS ? He called upon 
the Houfe therefore to ftand forward, and vindicate themfelves, 
by fearching to the bottom a charge fairly and candidly brought 
before them. 

Mr. YORKE faid, he faw no fufHcicnt ground in the 
charge to induce the Houfe to go into the inquiry. It was 
not for the dignity of the Houfe to commit themfelves upon 
every loofe accufation which might be brought before them. 
He hed obferved of late much unqualified and unparliamen-' 
tary infinuation thrown out againft the majority of that Houfe» 
VoL. XXXII. M 
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He thought fuch infinuations againft the princ’plqs of the gen- 
tlemen with whom he had the honour to aft, highly unwar- 
rantable. He believed that they all afted on the moft iho- 
nourable motives^ There had been much faid on the fubjeft; 
of confidence. He would fay for himfelf, that he gave to the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) what he thought he de- 
ferred, a liberal and wife confidence. He was equally ready 
to fay of the right honourable gentleman oppofite to him (Mr,. 
Foxj, that he had implicit confidence in his honour and inte- 
grity, as he had the higheft reverence for his political geniua 
and talents ; but he could not conceal that he had two or three, 
friends around him who never would enjoy his confidence. 

Mr. FOX faid, that the honourable gentleman who com- 
plained of the unparliamentary language held of late, had fat 
down with the moft diforderly fentence that he had ever heard ; 
for turning to particular perfons, he had direfted a perfonality 
to them of the moft imjuftifiable nature. 

Mr. YORKE faid, that if he had offended the rules of the 
Houfe, he refpeft fully afked pardon. Certainly he had not in- 
cluded the right honourable gentleman in the number of thofe 
who did not polfefs his confidence. 

Mr. WHITBREAD returned to the queftion. He faid, 
the accufatioii w^as as fpecific as, in the prefent ftage, it ought 
to be. His honourable friend ought not, in his mind, to name 
the perfon high in oifice againft whom his proofs lay— his nam- 
ing him now' might deprive him of thofe very proofs. Let the 
right honourable gentleman, for inftance, rerioft wdiat ought to 
be his conduft if he himfelf were the high perfon alluded to. 
He had the complete power, by his eloquence, by his influ- 
ence, to grant or to ftifle inquiry, as he ftioulcl find that the 
proofs were feeble, or that they were condufive. If he made 
it a previous dodirinc, therefore, that the perfon fliould be 
nanit'd, and that all the chain of proof fhould be expofed, he 
ciLfhed all inquiry againft a Minilter pending his power, and 
againft all his fubordinale officers. The dignity— the feelings 
of gentlemen in office, demanded that they fhould be the firft 
to entreat the Houfe to grant the inquiry. Not to be forward 
in foliciting it themfclvcs would be to give fufpicion of guilt- 
innocence would be eager for juftification— it could not fleep 
under accufation-^^* Go,** it would fay to its friends, re-* 
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lievc me from the torture of fufpicion. I have loft my reft j 
I cannot fleep till I am juftified/* What fort of friendftiip 
muft that be, which^ inftead of eagerly bringing the accufer to 
his proofs, forbids all inquiry, and dooms innocence to deep 
no more!’* It was not to be imagined that His Majefty’s 
Minifters could perfift in fhrinking from the only legitimate 
means which they had of an honourable acquittal. 

‘ Mr. Serjeant WATSON faid, he came down in the difpo- 
(ition to vote for the inquiry, becaiife he thought that a charge 
made againft a pcrfon or perfons, for corrupt interference in 
ele6f ions ought to be inquired into ; but the charge had too 
much generality, and the arguments againft it had made him 
change his mind. 

' Mr. WIN DAM faid, that the very unaccountable language 
of that day induced him to rife, notbecaufe he thought it pof- 
fible to adduce any new arguments in fupport of the motion, 
but becaufe to be filcnt under the doftrines which had been ad- 
vanced, would be to defert his auty, and to proftitute his feeU 
ings. The doftrines had themfelves been ftrange — they had 
been more ftrange from the quarter whence they had originated. 
They militated againft every principle of jurifprudence which 
the wifdom of ages had matured, or which the praSice of all 
our Courts had fanftioned — and yet they were brought forward 
by lawyers. A conduft had been held by His Majefty’s Mi- 
nifters, which certainly did not greatly tend to the elevation of 
the Houfe — and which he knew not how they could reconcile 
with their own dignity. They had recourfe to a fcrupulous 
nicety, under which a man of honour, charged with the fufpi- 
cion of gijjlt, would have difdained to (belter himfelf, a mere 
verbal infufficiency, and taking refuge in the defperatc prac- 
tice of felf-convided and timorous offenders in our criminal 
Courts, they had literally got off by a flaw in the indidiment. 
They faid, “ it is necelTary that you fliall name the perfon high 
in office whom you charge, and unlefs ybu fpecify the offender, 
you (hall not be permitted to inquire,, although you affert that 
. there is pofitivc guilt.’* — Why, Sir,” faid Mr. Windham, 
even taking it with this captious objeftion, their fcruplc 
ought to be removed, when the honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Thompfon) fairly tells you, that the Secretary of the Treafury 
is perfonally charged. Is not the Secretary of the Treafury a 
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public mail in high authority i Is he not a great man by his 
Hilaries ? Is he not a public man by his tryfts and offices 
View him in all his afpefts — ^he is every way a public man — ^ 
and he is perfonally accufed. But the les^rned gentleman aflerts 
it as a legal do&rine^ that there ought not to be an inquiry un^ 
lefs there is a great and infinite probability of guilt. Is this, 
Sir, the praSice of any one Court in England ? There ought 
not to be a trial, I admit, without a certain degree fufpicion ; 
but there ought to be an inquiry wherever there is a charge, 
and wherever there is an open and avowed accufer. A man 
ought not to be brought before a jury of his Peers to anfwer to 
a frivolous and vexatious charge, but will you fay that the 
grand jury (hall not examine the bill i To deny an inquiry is 
to bar the door againft juftice. It is contrary to the firft princi- 
ples of jurifprudence. It is what a band of criminals would 
rejoice in, but it would be fatal to innocence. We flate that 
there is pofitive gu.lt — ^we have the record of pofitive guilt. 
We have the proof that a public officer fuffered a perfon, ac- « 
cufed of an offence againft law, to efcape, for a corrupt reafon, 
offenfive to the dignity of this Houfe, outrageous to the repre- 
fentation of the people: and we have it prefented to us, that he 
did this with the connivance of higher perfons. We demand 
that this bill be examined. We demand that the Houfe fhall 
go into a Committee, to fee whether perfons in office did, or 
did not, convert the public revenue into an inftrument of elec- 
tion abufe. Granting a Committee is not going to trial ; but 
if you fay, that you ought not tojnquire, when abufe is ftated, 
you day down a principle unknown in any Court in tlie world \ 
You fay, in fo many words at leaft, that the Englifh Houfe of 
Commons fhall eftablilh for its own condudl a dodlrine to 
fereen guilt and to torture innocence. Another dodlrine, ad- 
vanced by the learned gentleman, is certainly equally againft 
his own praStice in the Courts. ** There ought to be proof 
that the wltnelfcs are credible.” Why, Sir, was it ever 
heard of that tlie credibility of the witneffes became a queftion, 
till they came to give their evidence? till it was feen what ftrefs 
was to be laid on their teftimony ? This new' way (j>f taking 
charadler hy anticipation is a dodlrine fo new and fo contrary to 
all practice, that I confefs it aftonilbes me to hear it avanced; 
and againft all this we have the alTertion of the gentlemen 
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themfelves. I aflure you,** fay they, ihefe witneiTes are 
not deferving of credibility — truft us, the accufed perfons; 
** we aflure you of our innocence — and here let there be an 
end.** Sir, they muft furcly entertain t higher opinion of 
the credulity of this Houfe, than even their recent experience 
can juftify, if they think that their confiding talent will be car- 
ried to this length. But if it is, then the majority will, upon 
refleftion, fee the true piQure of their own conduft — they will 
fee whether the imputations that have been thrown upon them, 
of giving confidence for reafons which they have never been fo 
good as to explain, are not fairly to be aferibed to them. They 
will do more — this Adminiftration, which it has been their 
fafliion to paint, without, however, having any proofs to ex- 
hibit — certainly without any inftances of purity, which they 
pleafe to advance, as a perfeft paragon of purity and virtue, 
will now (land unmalkcd and expofed in their natural and true 
colours. The gay embroidered fuit of pretence, in which they 
have decked themfelves, and under which they have ftrutted in 
magnificent difguife, is torn off, and they behold them in the 
tattered rags of their genuine deformity. They ftand like the 
uncafed Frenchman, which the licentioufnefs of our ftage is 
too apt to exhibit in ridicule — in ruffles without a fliirt — in tin- 
fel and lace on the outfide — in dirt and dowlas within — ^they 
ftand before their confiding majority, convifled of ftirinking 
from trial, and when a man does not dare to ftand trial, the 
world have a right to believe him guilty — and in this condition^ 
ftands His Majefty’s Minifters in the eyes of their majority. 
Let me add. Sir, one word more on this ferious fubjeft. We 
have before us two pregnant inftances of the ufe which is made 
of thefe fummary and Ihameful proceedings, which are intro- 
duced intopraftice for the fake of our darling revenue — that re- 
venue for which every thing is to be facrificed — the citizen to 
be opprefled and ruined — the conftitution to be violated. We 
fee that thefe fummary modes of convidion may be dexteroiifly 
perverted into inftruments of favour or of feajf, as it may be the 
political and corrupt motive of office, for the moment, to gra- 
tify or to intimidate. You fee the fad in glaring truth before 
you — It remains for you to fliewto your conftituents, fuffering 
under thefe abominable laws, whether you will not at Icait 
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provide agalnft the profligate perverfion of them to other ends 
than revenue. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he muft, though he had fpo- 
ken fo often, yet rife to juftjfy himfelf againft the inflamma- 
tory expreflions of the honourable gentleman. If it was con- 
fiftcnt with order for himfelf to do this, and which he thought 
he might do by Amply explaining the line of conduft which he 
and his friends had taken in the debate, he would confine him- 
felf to a very few words. They had objefted to inquiry, bcf 
caufe no precife charge had been made againfl; any perfon high 
in office, and becaufe no man would ftate and pledge himfelf 
that it would come home direftly to an individual. 

Mjx WINDHAM faid, he fliould indeed have mifrepre- 
fented the arguments of the gentlemen on the other fide the 
Houfe, if he had ftated them to be difFeient from what the right 
honourable gentleman had himfelf defcrlbed them to have been 
in the explanation he had juft given. That was exadlly as he 
had underftood them. 

Mr. MARTIN faid, that though he was of opinion thataqi 
inquiry ought to be granted, and even that if the motion were 
rejefted, eternal difgrace would fall on the Houfe ; yet he 
hoped it would be rejeftedy as fuch a circumftance could not 
fail to open the eyes of the Public to the imperfedlions of the 
prefent fyftem of rep refen tation, and convince them of the nc- 
ceflity of a parliamentary reform. 

The Houfe divided. 

Ayes, 84; Noes, 221. . 

The Houfe adjourned. 

fVedneJday, 14/A March. 

Mr. BURTON gave notice that on Friday next he fhould 
bring forward a motion for leave to bring in a bill for the regu- 
lation of the office of Juftice of the Peace, for fo much of the 
county of Middlefex as laid in or near the metropolis. 

The Houfe adjourned, 

Thurjdojy 15/A March, 

Mr. HIPPISLEY faid, that it was his intention to have 
fubmitted to tlie Houfe fome refoiutions on the correfpondcnce 
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of Sir Archibald Campbell with Major Bannerman, previous 
to Major Maitland’s motions ; but as he underftood from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, that the difeuffion might go to 
length, he gave notice, that he Ihould bring it on next Mon- 
day fe’nnlght, being the firft open day. 

General SMITH alfo gave notice that whenever the fubjeft 
of the Charter of the Company (hould be brought forward, it 
was his intention to move a Committee for a more extenfive 
inquiry relative to the affairs of the Company, than that of 
which his right honourable friend (Mr. Fox) had given notice 
on a former day of his intention to move. 

Major MAITLAND faid, that before he fubmitted to the 
Houfe his fentiments on the fubjeft, of which he had given no- 
tice, he wiflicd to make an obfervation or two on the^conduft 
of gentlemen who defended the war in India, particularly the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) who brought for- 
ward his refohitions on that fubjefl, approving of the war in 
queftion, and of the conduft of Lord Cornwallis with regard to 
it. Feeling now, as he felt at firft, on this fubjedl, that the 
war was founded on injuftice aiid impolicy, he had fome rea- 
fon to complain of the manner in which thofe who thought dif- 
ferently from him, had thought fit to conduft thcmfelves on 
the occafion. When this war was difeufled before, they had 
contrived to blend the meafure and the charaftcr of the man 
together, and from that mode had contrived to infinuate, that 
thofe who maintained the injuftice and the impolicy of that 
war, caft illiberal afperfions on the charadler. of a brave and 
able officer, who was abfent ; and confequently that they them- 
felves, who complained of injuftice in the war, were unjuft. 
The right honourable gentleman on that occafion had faid, 
Diredf your fliafts of attack at thofe who are here to anfwcr 
you. I will take upon myfelf the whole blame, if any 
blame be due, for the fyftem adopted in India by Lord 
Cornwallis.” He thanked him for the invitation to hoftili- 
ties, and accepted his challenge, but as he difclaimed all per- 
fonality himfelf, and as he had already protefted againft the in- 
jiiftice of blending meafures with men, for the purpofe of cort- 
fouhdin^ objects, and while a Member of that Houfe w^as do- 
ing his duty to his country, to hold him out as a calumniator 
and detractor, he hoped he (hould have no more reafon to com- 
2 
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plain of harfli epithets on this occafion. Having faid this, he 
trulled he ihould be able to prove, and make out to the fatis« 
faSion of the Houfe, that this war was founded upon bad po- 
licy — ^that it has bc^n carried on by robbery — ^that it would end 
in the ruin of our territories in India, and filially bring dlfgrace 
and contempt on the Britiih name in India. On thefe im- 
preffions he had formed fome refolutions, which he Ihould pre- 
fently fubinit to the judgement of the Houfe. They were found- 
ed on the fentiments and words of Lord Cornwallis himfclf, 
and fuch as could not, in his opinion, be denied by thofe who 
faid they agreed with that noble Lord ; he hoped, therefore, 
that thofe gentlemen who had been fo liberal of their praifesoii 
tliat Commander, would fecond his fentiments and opinion by 
aftion as well as by words. 

The firft point to which he fhould call the attention of tho 
Houfe was, the letter of Lord Cornwallis to the Nizam, dated 
the 7th of July 1789, which the right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Dundas) had been pleafed to flyle a great piece of wif- 
dom, but which he called a piece of diplomatic deception, 
folly, and difgrace. The fecond point on which he ftiould in- 
treat the attention of the Houfe, was the obje£t in view, on 
fending our military force to the Travancore country. The 
third was, the (late of our refourccs and revenue in India. 
And laflly, the efieft which the whole would have on the Bri- 
ti(h territories, and name in India ; and on the interefts of this 
country. He entered into a hillory of our affairs in that part of 
the globe, fince the treaty of 1768. The whole of our policy 
there Wfis founded on the iniquitous and difgraccful prin- 
ciples and praftice of that man, who was about to be called 
upon to make fome expiation for the mifehief which he had 
done. Indeed, this policy was fo unwife, fo unjuft, fo bafe, 
fo detpfts^ble, that even the utmpft fuccefs of the plan laid down 
would be attended with ruin to our affairs in India. Suppo- 
fing the utmoft extent of fuccefs, the taking of Scringapa'.am, 
and the extirpation of Tippoo Sultan, to be the refult of the 
war, even then ruin would be the effedl — immediate ruin to 
the Myfore country, and ultimately ruin to this. He main- 
tained, that it appeared clearly from the whole of the corre- 
j^dxmence on the table, and of the condu<^ of Lord Cornwaliisj; 
Tippoo Sultan had a right to fufped); the iiitelntiuns of . 
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Englilh^ and that they would take the firft opportunity they 
could to attack him. Captain Banne^an was fent to lacot- 
tah not only, without the requeft, without, the wifli, butpof- 
fibly even contrary to the inclination of the Rajah of Travan- 
core, for the purpofe of exciting the alarms *: f ^*ippoo Sultar\, 
and to induce him to commence the attack for his own fafety, 
that we ipight have an apology for attacking him und v pretence 
of fupporting the intcrcft of our ally. Could any ihi 0 g be more 
infamous than this? Firff < > alarm Tippoo by T..)iTe(Iing a 
jpoft which is capable of buiiig converted into a place of attack 
on him, and inducing him, forhis ov. n fafety, to 'iiakean attack, 
and to take that poft, as a place ft^r his own defence, anil then 
to fay, He has commenced hoftlHties upon our ally — ^wc 
muft revenge the infult — the Britlfh name is oledged on the 
faith of our treaty — his capital be taken-— he muft him- 

felf be extirpated, in order that peace may be fecured to 
** India !” Thefe were the means by wliich we fought to cover 
that infamous thirft for dominion, which was thedifgrace of the 
Britilh name, and would ultimately effeft its ruin I 
When he came to our refources, the expence of this war na* ’ 
turally occurred ; and he fincerely hoped that the annual pre- 
diftions of the right honourable gentleman of the immenfe 
wealth that would flow from India to us, might be realized on 
fome happy and fome early day, but he had great fear that day 
would never come, but that, if we believed thefe tales, we ' 
fliould wait for wealth until the arrival of ruin. Upon this 
fubjeft, the cxprelflons of Lord Cornwallis himfelf were, that 
the refources of the Company are fo exhaufted, that they are not 
adequate to the expence of a protrafted war. How arc the ex- 
pences to be defrayed ? — By feizing the territories of our aljy, 
for whofe. intereft, wc meanly pretended, we commenced the 
war; when, in faft, it was with a view of deftroying another 
power. This was purfuing our own aggrandizement with a 
vengeance ! We ruined one country, for the fake of carrying 
on war with another ! He had heard of many forts of robbery 
and plunder, but this was the firft inftance where an attach was 
made upon an enemy for thc\)urpofe of robbing a friend— nor 
could he fee the reafon why we (hould wiffi to take the conteft 
up, before an appeal was made to us ; or how wc came to know/* 
lOore of the afflurs of others, than they did themfelves. Thg 
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motive toOf for which this war was undertaken, had been 
changed. The firft caule of it was to revenge the infult given' 
to bur ally, which,* by the way, waS occafioned by ourfelves j 
but now it wa^ different— it was to obtain compenfation for 
charges incurred, and lodes (uftained. Compenfation there 
might be to the Mahrattas — to the Nizam — to the Englifh — but 
what compenfation was there to the Nabob of Arcot ? He was 
to be ruined. This was the fouled injudice that ever difgra^ 
ced the character of any country. We fhould leave Tippdo 
and the Nabob of Arcot beggars. What then I What bene- 
fit to ourfelves ? Nothing but difgrace. This was the wife 
policy which the right honourable gentleman was pleafed to 
praife fo highly by the refolutions he brought forward on that 
iiibjcd, and Ikch was the wealth that was to ftow from India 
into this country^ 

As to the date of the war he maintained, that now it was a 
procradinated one : it could not be viewed in any other light, 
fincc the avowed purpofe for which it was commenced, was 
now changed, and with refpeS to its continuance the profpefl; 
Was indeed very dreary. We (hould not have even the fame 
.means as we had lad year to carry it on. We fhould want pro- 
vi lions, and we (hould meet with many difficulties of which 
gentlemen in this country had no idea. An examination of lo* 
val circuihdances, would (hew the prodigious difadvantages to 
which we are expofed in the courfe of this war. He took no- 
tice of many parts of the correfpondence, and particularly the 
letter of Lord Cornwallis to the Nizam, dated the 7th of July, 
1789, which amounted, he maintained, to all intents and pur- 
pofes to a. treaty, but which the whole date of our political in- 
tered in India was altered, and from which proceeded the whole 
of the calamities which this country is doomed ultimately to 
fuffcr from this war. 

The effefl. of the war, he maintained, even fuppofing us to 
fucceed, would be, that other powers, feeing that redlefa 
ambition by which we were continually led to tncreafe our do- 
minion, our treachery in friendfhip, our infoience in fuccefs, 
would apply to France for alliance; and if that alliance was 
formed, our interred iu that part of the world would foon be at 
an end. 
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He concluded with moving, ** That a negociation between 
the Britifli Government and Nizam, tending to deprive 
Tippoo of any part of his poiTeflions, unprovoked on his 
** part, muft naturally create fufpicions in his mind unfavour* 
able to the reputation of the Nizam, and the charadler of 
the Britifh Government 4 n India." 

That the letter of Earl Cornwallis to the Nizam had in 
V .view the carrying into full elFeft the treaty of 1768 between 
** the Nizam and the Company, by the loth article of which 
the Company were to be put into pofleffion of great part of 
** the Myfore dominions, paying a pefhcufli to the Nizam, 
and by the iith article of which the Company engage to pay 
regularly, and annually, the ufual choute to the Mahrattas, 
“ provided the Mahrattas guarantee to them the pofleflion of 
thofe dominions, but the execution of which treaty had 
been unclaimed for upwards of twenty years/* 

That it appears, from the Military Confultations, I2th 
Auguft, 1788, that the obje£t which the Madras Govern- 
ment had in view, by fending a military force to the Tra- 
vancore country, was to have them Rationed in the place 
from whence they could, with the grealeft eafe and expe- 
dition, invade Tippoo’s dominions/’ 

That it appears that the refources of Bengal, even at the 
** beginning of the prefent war» were fo exhaufted, by various 
drains, through a long feries of fucceffive years, as to be 
** perfeftly incompetent to fupport the cxpences of a war, for 
any length of time, without being reduced to the greateft 
** extremity of diftrefs, and that, by the length of the war, 
that diilrefs has already taken place.” 

Mr. GREY feconded the motions. 

Mr. POWYS faid, that the ftrong prejudices that had fo 
deeply entered into his mind againft the whole of our fyflem 
in India, had difgufted him fo much, that he never of late 
years took a view of Indian fubjedls, except when he found 
them conne&ed with the conftitutional intcrefts of Great Bri- 
tain. He apprehended, from whgt he bad heard to-night, that 
Lord Cornwallis was the foie objeft of thofe refolutions. It 
was imputed to that noble Lord, that he had views different 
from the former purpofes for which the war was commenced. 
Tbat poblc Lprd had hitherto the charader of a perfoA of plaUi 
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dire£l, fincerc views. When it was imputed to fuch a man, 
that he is engaged iti a fyftem of fraud and duplicity, of crooked 
indireft policy, he owned he wiflied to examine the evidence 
on which fu(. h' an accufation was founded, and therefore he 
had read the papers brought forward. He had looked into the 
evidence referred to ; he had confidered them with much at- 
tention, and ct not help drawing conclufions diametrically 
oppofite *0 tiiofc drawn by the honourable gentleman. He 
begged ; vCj when he faid this, to proleft againft the prin- 
ciple ' ;»ijr iyiiem in India; he was only fpeaking of the 
condu f Lord Cornwallis in the courfe of this war. He 
thought that every drop of blood that was fpllt, ev^ry (hilling 
that was fpent in India, w^as totally a lofs to this country, 
without hnv rp .afforded us in return even fo much as a diftant 

o 

hope or profpcdl of compenfation. He agreed, that Lord 
Cornwallis v/as refponfiblc for the wdiole of this meafure ; if 
there was any criminality in this cafe. Lord Cornwallis cer- 
tainly was the criminal ; at lead he was the principal, and 
Government were only accefTories after the faft. If the re- 
fponfibility were to be fixed on Government, he thought he 
faw ground (.f exculpation in fome parts of their condudl in 
this affair, and of complete approbation in others. The whole 
fource of our calamity, with refpeft to India, he attributed to 
an unplcafant and unavoidable’ iieccfiity. The firft and pri- 
mary of all the evils to which this country w^as fubjefl:, was 
our Afiatic dominion, and this would continue to be the cafe 
with all Europe, as long as Europe lhall continue to rank it- 
felf as a polfclforof dominion in the Eaft. We (hould never 
have any fecurity for the permanency of their fyftem, unlefs 
they Ihould be able to infpire ail India with views fimilar to 
thofe of Europe, If they projedted hoftilities againft us, it 
would be in vain that w'c pretended to fay we could, or that 
we (hould attempt to fcciire our poflTeftions in India. There was 
a fpirit in Tippoo to difturb us, and we had not means to pre- 
vent him. 

It was true that our inteiference ^vas to avenge an infulton 
our allies. They were in that charadfer entitled to our pro- 
tedlion. Many were the difappointments to which the con- 
duftor of a w'^ar was fubjedf, but the moft bitter of them all, 
was that of being cenfured when he might have a right ta 
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clahn praife. On former occafions, gentlemen had fpoken 
mucVi againft praife by anticipation ; they had iaid, “ Walt 
‘‘ until you hear of fuccefs, before yon give your approbation 
‘‘ of theconduftof Lord Cornwallis.** The fame principle 
taught us that we fliould not prematurely condemn. He de- 
nied, however, that the acquifition of dominion, or the de- 
ftruflion of Tippoo, was now the caufe of our continuing tlie 
war, but it might be the effeftofit. He confidered this as 
a dired charge againft Lord Cornwallis ; not indeed upon 
his charafter, but upon the meafures of Lord Cornwallis. 
He confeiTed he faw no propriety in the mode of carrying on 
thefe refolutions, fiippofmg the charge to be well-founded ; 
for admitting the condu£l of Lord Cornwallis to be as cen- 
furable as he thought it praife-worthy, then the firft ftep that 
fhould be taken would be a motion to recal Lord Cornwallis. 
If any honourable gentleman thought him unfit to carry on the 
war in India, hefhoiild move, that the Houfe Ihould tell him 
fo, and fend for him home, firft to hear the accufation, and 
then make his anfwer. He faw many grounds of objeftion to 
the difeuffing of this queftion at this time. In the firft place, 
when Lord Cornwallis, or any part of his conduct, was at- 
tacked, no perfon in this country could poffibly poflefs the 
means of making a proper defence for him. How could any 
gentleman know the mode In which he had defended Lord 
Cornwallis would be the mode which he would have defended 
liimfelf r How could it be afeertained that the ground any gen- 
tleman fhould take in his favour was the ground on which he 
would have refted his defence? He then took notice of the 
letter in queftion, and protefted he could not regard it in the 
light of a treaty, or any thing like a treaty. The perfon to 
whom it was addrefled, he believed, did not fo regard it, and 
he was not defirous of viewing it with a more piercing, or feru- 
llnizing eye, than the perfon to whom it was written. He 
took notice alfo of other obfervations made on the opening of 
this fubjeft, and faw no reafon whatever to agree with any of 
them ; after urging his feveral objc£lions, he concluded with 
faying, that he felt himfelf, from a view of the obfervations of 
the honourable gentleman, and the refolutions he recommended 
to the Houfe, bound to give a diftinil* negative to them all. 
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Major MAITLAND obferved, that notwithftanding the 
high chara6Ier of the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, he 
could not help regarding his oppofition in this fubjeft with lefs 
dreacT, as he had confelTed he feldom read any documents which 
relate to our affairs^in India; had he given himfelf the trouble 
of reading the letter to the cnd-^ 

The SPEAKER obferved, that in cafes like the prefent, a 
reply was an indulgence which the Houfe feldom withheld from 
an honourable Member who made a motion ; but he wiflicd 
the honourable gentleman to obferve^ that if he proceeded now, 
he would w;^ve the privilege of his reply. 

Major MAITLAND faid, a few words in explanation, as 
did alfo Mr. Powys. 

Lord MORNINGTON faid, hemuft rife to oppofe the re.* 
folutions moved by the honourable gentleman, from a recol- 
ledlion of what had palTed ia(l feflion on the war in Ind^ia ; it 
had then undergone a full and fair difcuflion, when refolutions 
fimilar to the prefent had been brought forward ; they had then 
been negatived, and the Houfe had thought proper not only to 
refufe' thofe refolutions, but to adopt a counter declaration, 
which was entered upon their journals ; this declaration dated 
the approbation of the Houfe, both as to the origin and con- 
dii£l of the war, and he could not think that the folemn deci- 
fion of lall year was intended to remain a dead letter on their 
journals, but on the contrary, was meant to carry information 
to India that the Houfe and the country were fatished with the 
condufl of the war. In all that had been faid to-night there 
was nothing like new ground dated, and until there was, ho 
&w no rcafon to alter the opinions agreed to lad year. He 
faid, there were two propofitions, which he expeded to have 
heard argued, before the honourable gentleman had moved his 
ftring of refolutions ; the fird was, that the origin of the war 
proceeded from the hodile difpofition of this country towards 
Tippoo Sultan, a point which ho pains had been taken to make 
out, and which no evidence that had yet been brought forward 
was competent to prove \ and the other was, that fome event 
had occurred in the progrefs of the war, that fliewed the im-» 
policy and injudice of continuing it. But neither in the former 
difeuifions, nor in all that had been faid to-night, notwith-* 
-{landing the many obfervationson the letter of Lord Cornwal* 
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lis to the Ni2am, 7th of July did there appear to lutn 
any new ground of argument, or any proof to eftablifli theho- 
ftile fyftem fo much complained of— though much had alfo 
been (aid about breach of treaties ; > no one breach of a treaty 
had been brought home; either to the Governors in India, or 
the Government at home. Our negociations in India (hewed 
no hoftile intention againft Tippoo : and in fpeaking of the 
treaty of 1768, gentlemen had forgotten that Lord Cornwallis 
did not a£l upon any of the three lad articles of that treaty. He 
contended that his Lordfhip’s condud merited the thanks, in- 
(lead of the cenfure of his country, and that the papers on the 
table proved, that he had a£led agreeable to exifting laws, and 
the circumftances at the time. Our interference was juftified 
by a fair conftrudion of the 6th article of the treaty, which he 
thought was merely defenfive ; and as to the meafures that had 
been followed (ince, they had his approbation, and as bethought 
it proper to judge of public men by the whole tenor of their 
public condud ; and as be could fee nothing like a hodile fyf- 
tem in any thing that had been done, he thought they merited 
much from the candour and wifdom of the Houfe. He faid^ 
from the papers on the table might be coIle6led not only the ne* 
ceflity of our avenging an infult and outrage committed againd 
our ally, the Rajah of Travancore, but likewife our relu£t- 
ance, after all, in going to war with Tippoo. This Tippoo 
knew as well as they did, and as to any terms of peace being 
propofed, or what they were, he could not argue upon them, 
becaufe he did not know of any. We had already decided that 
the war was jud in its origin, and if fo, it mud be jud in its 
continuance, till theobjed of It is accomplifhed. In all pro- 
bability, another campaign has ended the war, for it was not 
likely that Lord Cornwallis would have the fame difficulties to 
encounter, that prevented his complete fuccefs in the lad. The 
Nizam’s troops iiad joined him. It was not probable that the 
monfoons would come on a month fooner than the ufual time 
as lad year, and our general fituation was as much in our fa- 
vour, as it was againd Tippoo. He was furrounded in a nar- 
row country, and deprived of all relief and afliitance from any 
other ; had we not, therefore, rcafontolook forward with the 
hopes of a fpeedy termination to the war, and though the fpi- 
rit of the country was not eafily dejedled, was it not highly 
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improper in that Houfe to depreciate our fuccelTes, and calum- 
niate our vidories. He ftated what he thought might be the 
confequence of the accounts arriving in India, tha^ theconduA 
of the army and government there was rather cenfured than 
approved in that H^iife ; the neceflary confequences of voting 
fuch refolutions, would only' be to fliake the faith of their al- 
lies, to encourage their enemies, and to difeourage their 
friends. If it (hould happen that the refolutions arrived in In- 
dia, immediately after a glorious and fuccefsful campaign, 
what a mortification would they prove to their General ? And 
what could be a greater fatisfadion to him on his return home, 
than to find that his condud had been honoured with the ap- 
probation of the Houfe of Commons^l^^,><teut if the refolutions 
were voted, would he then meet the lionours of a triumph on 
his return to England ? No. The rpfolutions of the honour- 
able gentleman, though couched in refpedful terms, were moil 
weighty charges, and moft mortifying, and difgraceful impu- 
tations of cenfure. His Lordfhip after farther argument, con- 
cluded by faying, that if peace, as was extremely probable, 
was by this time efFedcd, the motions were nugatory ; and if 
peace Avas not efFedled, they might be pernicious. He there- 
fore would give them his negative, unlefs amended fo as to ex- 
prefs a different fenfe. 

General SMITH argued againft the motion. The General 
contended, that there w^as nothing offenlive in the noble Lord’s 
letter. That the condiid of Tippoo had been, from his ac- 
ceilion to the Myfore government, evidently marked with a 
rooted hatred to the Brililh ; and that for ihelalt four years, his 
views and his ads had been uniformly hoftllc : he wiflicd gen- 
tlemen to recoiled the embaffy to France, where, as was ge- 
nerally known, a treaty had been agitated for the extirpation 
of the Britifli from India. Immediately after Tippoo s Am- 
baffadors left the Court of Verfailles, Pondicherry was ordered 
to be evacuated. The Rajah of Travancore, he could fay, 
from an experience of forty years, had never attempted to pafs 
his lines. The General faid, l)e confidered the attack made 
by Tippoo on the Travancore lines, to have been a fortunate 
.pircumftance for this country ; for in a very Ihoi t time, by the 
works he was carrying on, but which he had not finiflied, he 
would not only have been an overmatch for us, but fbr the 
z 
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formidable league by which he was now borne down. The 
condiift of Lord Cornwallis, in commencing tl.e war on ac- 
count of this attack, he thought not only to be jnft, but a 
mafter-piece of policy ; and fo far from being to cenfure 
his Lordfliip, by agreeing to the motions before the Hv/ufe, he 
laid he was ready to declare, that there did not appear in the 
•tvhole of his Lprdfhip’s condu6t in India a fingic deroga- 
tory to the good faith, to the honour, or the dignity of his 
country. The General faid he had been the ilrPt Britift offi- 
cer that entered the Myfore country ; that Tippoo was now 
almoft furrounded by our forces, and thofe of our allies ; and 
that he had fcarcely a profpeft of fuccefs. He concluded by 
faying, that he trufted and believed, from refpeftable authority, 
that Seringapatam had been in poffieffion of the Britilh arms 
upwards of two months. 

Mr. ANSTRUTHER faid, if charafters were to be in- 
troduced into fuch difeuffion, when meafures were the objects 
of inquiry, no' right would be left to the Hoiife either to in- 
veftigatc conduft, or to condemn meafures. If the war pro- 
ceeded from a hoftile fyftem, if it was unjuft in its origin, it 
muft be equally fo in its continuance and refiilt ; and if it mi- 
litated againft the Britifti interefts in India and at home, all 
which he believed to be the cafe, his honourable friend s refo- 
lutions. were not in any point of view nugatory; and how 
they could be pernicious, no one rcafon had been affigned. He 
ftated, that the abfurdity and impropriety of our conduft had 
fhaken all faith in our alliances, and recurred to the two laft 
Gazettes of the right honourable gentleman at the head of the 
Board of Control, from which he drew fuch inferences as war- 
ranted him to call thofe very Gazettes a libel on onr Indian al- 
lies ; as to the Nizam, were we not told there that he was a 
knave, and a coward, and had afted to us as fuch ; and did 
we not know, that the foie intent of his giving us affiftance, 
was to lhare in the plunder which our unjuft depredations 
might obtain. He contended, in reply to the noble Lord, that 
we had certainly purfued an hoftile fyftem, and that all our 
views had been the extenfion of territory, and acquifition of 
plunder ; although it had long fince been agreed on all hands, 
that this was the moft improper caufe for war. As to the 
Rajah of Travancore, it feemed to be the opinion, that if he 
VoL. X^XIL O 
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chofe to fupport the Dutch in the poffeffion of thofe forts, w 
were bound to fupport him. And pray, what does Tippoo 
aflc ? Nothing, but that thofe forts may be reftored to their 
pfoper owners ; he never wifhcd to have them, in order to in- 
creafe his own power, but merely that things might remain 
juft as they were. Gentlemen who had argued thus contented 
themfelves with the bare right which the Dutch had to fell, 
and the Rajah to Jbuy, thofe forts. But he would aflc, if 
Great Britain was to fell Gibraltar, whether it could be fup- 
pofed a matter of indifference to Spain ? befides, Tippoo had 
claims upon thofe forts, which ftill remain unfcttled ; al- 
though thofe claims had been eftablifhed, and it had been al- 
lowed that they had been at different periods tributary to him, 
a circumftance which they feemed to think not worth inquiry ; 
this was juft the fame as if one man was to fell an eftate to 
another, without either telling that it was liable to any debts, 
or allowing the lead inquiry to be made about their amount.-— 
It had beenftated that the caufc of the war arofe from Tippoo 
having attacked our ally. If fo, was it not fufficient that he 
denied that attack, and offered to refer to arbitration his claims 
upon the Rajah of Travancore ? In ftiort, there was neither 
^ moderation nor juftice in our fyftcm ; our only views feemed 
to be ambition and rapine, which we were encouraged to per- 
fift in, upon a fuppofition of our fuperior power and ftrength. 
As to the article which made the treaty a partition treaty, it 
ought to have been ftruck out : the law of nations entitled liim 
to fay, after concluding a peace with any Power, wliattver 
partition treaty might have exifted previoufly, was tlien vir- 
tually put an end to. Would any man in this country juftify 
proceedings upon the partition treaty with France, framed in 
King William’s time? Certainly not; all fuch treaties had 
only a tendency to create jealoufy, and ought never to be re- 
vived ; and if Lord Cornwallis had no power to execute fuch 
a treaty, why did he, merely that he might fecure the Nizam 
and the Mahrattas ? wc lhall have to give the firft for his aflift- 
ancea peflicufh, and to the others their chout. Having ar- 
gued this point, he came to the treaty of 1790, which, he 
thought, to all intents and purpofes an oftcnfive one, and formed 
upon the f\ ftem of catch who catch can. He then adverted to 
our treaty of 1788 With the Nabob of the Carnatic, and ftated 
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the abfurdity of our fituation : there we could not go to war 
with Tippoo without breaking our treaty with that Prince, and 
this was the pure, fimple, moderate fyflem ; and all that was 
faid on this head was, that we had made an abfurd treaty,^ and 
muft briakit, becaufc we were bunglers in making it. The 
ufury and rapacity of our fervants in the Carnatic was given as 
a reafon for feizing upon the country from the Nabob, in the 
fame manner as if they were now defired to frame a law agninft 
ijfury in this country, they were to anfwer. No — let us take 
the eftatcs of thofe that are fufFerers into our own hands, and 
then they will have nothing to complain of. This was exactly 
the cafe ; and furely fo abfurd a mode of reafoning could never 
be allowed to juftify a fyftem of rapacity and injuftice; nay ra- 
ther placed in a more flagrant point of view that condudl w hich 
it was brought t ) defend. 

General SMITH, in explanation, denied that he had faid 
the war was a war of poficy. 

Mr. ANSTRUTHER explained. 

Colonel PHIPPS began with obfcrving, that after having 
paid a juft compliment to his noble friend near him, for his 
very mafterly fpeech, the honourable gentleman, who had juft 
fat down, had declared, that although it was difficult to equal 
that fpeech, it was eafy to follow it in reply ; but in the courfe 
of the honourable gentleman’s fpeaking, he had totally forgot 
to make good this aflertion, not having replied to any one of 
the many arguments which his noble friend had fo forcibly 
urged. Having made this remark, he proceeded to examine 
the truth of the pofitions laid down by Mr. Anftrulher, and 
with regard to the conduft of Tippoo and the Rajah of Tra- 
vancore previous to the attack made upon the lines of the latter 
by Tippoo ; he faid, it reminded him of the olil fable which 
they had all heard of long ago, viz. tlv.t of the Wolf zxA the 
Lamb, He enumerated the various and imreafonable demands 
made one after another on the Rajah by Tippoo, till at the laft 
the Rajah had informed Tippoo, that he would apply to the 
Britifli Government to defire them to ftate what line of con- 
dud he ought to puifue in confequence of Ttppoo’s ultimate 
requifition \ and while this negociation was in prog'refs, Tip- 
poo had moft unjuftifiably attacked the Rajah’s lines, and had 
afterwards the effrontery to ^ociaim the Rajah the aggreflur. 
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With regard to Seringapatam, the Colonel faid, Lord Corn- 
wallis would have had a complete viftory, but that the ele- 
ments fought againft him. He declared, that he had every 
reafon to believe, that the war would prove fuccefsful, and 
concluded with propofing various amendments to fome of the 
motions, ftating at the fame time, that he (hould give a direft 
negative to fuch others as could not be amended fo as to meet 
his conception of what ought to (land on their journals on tlrS 
fubjed. 

The firft and fecond refolutions thus amended were carried. 
When the third was read, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT explained to the Houfe, that the 
amendments were purpofely defigned to give the refolutions a 
diredtly oppofiio tendency to their original fenfe. 

Major MAITLAND rofe, as foon as the queftion on Co- 
lonel Phipps’s amendment on the thi^jfl refolution was put, to 
make a it '. (;bfcrvations 011 what had been faid, in reference to 
his argum I S, in thecuuife of the debate ; and fir(t he recur- 
red to the ipeech of Mr. Powys, declaring that rcfpeftablc as 
the rhara< 5 lcr i f tha gentlen.an was, he was inclined to confi- 
der what had i.dleii from him that day, as having but little 
weight, lince ii.;hud begiui with declaring, that whenever In- 
dian queftions wtie to be difculPed, he had ihidiouny ubfcxited 
hiinfelf from his duty in that Houfj; and that he had only been 
led toconfidcr, ;.iid “xamine the fubjedt that had been agitated 
that day, by pcrfonal uiotivcs, and by his regard for Lord 
Cornwallis. He ha ! Ki.nfelf, the Major faid, as much regaid 
and afteem for the pruaie character and virtues oi Lu. d Corn- 
wallis as any man, but 111 the opening of his fpeech lie had par- 
ticularly guarded againft the mifconlrrufticn of appl) ::.! what 
he fliould fay relative to the public condiift of Lord Cornwal- 
lis to his perfonal ch: t .dlcr. It was the mcafures that noble 
Lord had purfued relative to the war in India, and nothing 
elfe, that he had arraigned ; and thus far, he conceived, every 
Member of that Houfe was at liberty to confider them in the 
light in which they appeared to himfeif: He reminded the 
Houfe that on a former occalion lie liad complained of tlie 
want of confiflency in the feheme of the war ; the fentiments 
on that fubjedl, which he then profelTed, he declared, he ftill 
entertained. They would recolkdt, that vve had carried on 
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the war in India for two campaigns, up to the period" of our 
lad advices. In the fird campaign General Meadows had 
marched the army into the Coimbatore country, and taken pof- 
fcflion of it ; whereas when Lord Cornwallis came down from 
Bengal, indead of looking to the objeft that General Meadow's 
had l9okcd to, indead of going to Coimbatore, and carrying 
on the war according to the obvious intention of General Mea- 
dows, he ordered the army back to the very fpot it had fet out 
from in the Carnatic, and carried on the war in another quarter, 
penetrating tlic Myfore country, and proceeding upon an en- 
tire new fcheme. Major Maitland commented on that part 
of Lord Cornwallis’s letter which dated that the Nizam’s troops 
had fallen upon his line, and interrupted his progrefs. He 
had a letter from the officer who ought bed to know the fact, 
that the Nizam’s troops behaved with the mod perfect propri- 
ety ; that they did not break in upon Lord Cornwallis’s line, 
but that his Lorddiip himfelf fiiddenly halted, and thus occa- 
fioned fome little confufion. With regard to Lord Cornwal- 
lis’s failure at Seringapatant, it had not been owing to the 
fudden fetting iu of the Monfoon^ as had been dated, but to a 
very different caufe, the want of provifions ; and it was, he 
faid, a difgracc to thcBritifli arms, that the troops under Lord 
Cornwallis fhould have fulfered fo much from famine, which 
prevailed, according to all accounts, to a dreadful degree 
amidd our army, when the lad difpatches came from India. 
The Major took notice of Captain Bennarman’s- letter, and 
faid, it was not evident that our troops had marched into the 
Travancoie country, with the confent, much lefs wdth the con- 
currence of the Rajah, and it was rather probable that they had 
not. The Major fpoke of the ruin of our affairs in India, and 
faid, he had Lord Cornw'allis’s owm authority for the declara- 
tion, fince his Lordfliip hadexprcfsly dated in his letter home, 
that he fhould pulh for Seringapatam* becaufe he forefaw that 
the procradination of the war would aggravate theexpences of 
it fo enormoully, as to prove ruinous to the Company’s affairs 
in India. 

Mr. PYBUS rofe to take notice of what had fallen from Ma- 
jor Maitland, relative to Captain Bannerman’s letter, and to 
fpeak to the origin of the war. IJe obferved that the war had 
been provoked by Tippoo, who, although he knew the Rajah 
2 
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ofTravancore had fent an application to Madra:;, to confult 
the Engliih Government how he ihould act in confequence of 
feme draands made upon him by Tippoo, would not wait for 
the anfwer^ but even before the application could have reached 
Ma>lra9^ attacked the Rajah’s lines. W ith regard to our troops 
lufving entered the Travancore country, it was a matter of no- 
toriety that they entered it with the Rajah’s full confent, and at 
his exprefs requifition. 

Major MAITLAND in reply faid, he fliould rather think 
cur troops entered the Travancore country without the R^juh/s 
confent, becaufe Captain Bannerman dated his letter from a 
Dutch fettlemcnt. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faW, fo little of new argument 
had been advanced, and the greater part of the topics touched 
on by the honourable Major had been fo ably and fo fully re- 
plied to by his noble friend behind him, and by other honour- 
able friep.ds of his, tiiat the Houfe, he was perfuaded, would 
have reafon to be difatisficd if he were to enter into any long 
cionfideration of the fubjeft. He would therefore only make a 
few obfervations on particular points not fufficiently explained, 
and indeed what had principally called him up, was what had 
fallen from the honourable gentleman in his reply, relative to 
the campaign of General Meadows, and the blame which the 
honourable gentleman had though- proper to caft on that able 
and abfent omcer. He was pcrfedly aware, that he was not 
competent to difeufs t!;c merits of a campaign with the honour- 
able gentleman over the way ; men like himfelf, who bad not 
been bred to the military profeffion, in difcuHing a fubjeft of 
tliat fort, niuft reft on authority ; but thus far common fenfe, 
arid fair couflruflion, enabled him, as well as any other man, 
to form an opinion of the general eficCl of a campaign, how- 
ever ill qualiticd he, or any other man uninformed of military 
matters, might be, to difeufs the propriety or impropriety of 
the particular movements and marches that had taken place in 
the courfe of it. He made no fcruple, on this ground, to 
declare that he attributed much of the fuccefles of Lord Corn-' 
Wallis to the previous campaign of General Meadows. Irt 
that campaign, General Meadows got poiTelfion of the whole 
of the Coimbatore country, a country as rich and fertile as any 
onedlllriil in India. 
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By pofleffing ourfelv€s of the Coimbatore country^ we 
had obtained poileflion of all the ftrong-hdlds and granariee 
which had heretofore proved of fuch infinite importance to 
Tippoo Sultan. A better proof of its im7>ortance to Tip- 
poo need not be given^ than the circumfiance, that difirefled 
as he was, he had made a bold attempt to obtain a repofi(ef* 
fion of Coimbatore. He did not contend that the campaign 
of General Meadows was warranted one way or the other, 
but he inuft contend that Lord Cornwallis, in taking a diffe- 
rent road, did not mean any cenfure of General Meadows. 
The latter, he was perfuaded, had not conceived offence, 
as if by departing from his place, any imputation had been 
intended upon himfelf, but (hewed a greater and a nobler 
mind in applauding Lord Cornwallis. The language of 
General Meadows was, I waspleafed with my own cam- 

paign; I am pleafed likewife with the campaign of Lord 

Cornwallis.” There was nothing extraordinary, the two 
campaigns being made under different circumfiances, that 
they (hould be marked with difierent features. He defired 
however that no invidious attempt might be made to create 
a difference between fuch gallant and deferving officers as 
Lord Cornwallis and General Meadows. He took notice 
of Mr. Anftruther^s declaration that we wilhed to eftablifli 
a fyftem of military defpotifm in India. When the honour- 
able gentleman talked of a fyftem of military defpotifm, he 
wifhed he had given fome definition of the words, fo as to 
have enabled the Houfe c’early to underftand his meaning. 
For his part, the only conftrudiion he could affix to the 
words military defpotifm, was when a country was governed 
by martial law. Was that the cafe in India? No fuch 
thing; they had ellablilhed a regular fyflem of juftice, to 
proteft every rank of people in their rights; and the inter- 
nal profperitv of the country was a proof that a very differ- 
ent fyftem of Government prevailed there. What regula- 
tion was there, he would gladly know, that could add to 
the fecurity and happinefs of the people of India which they 
had neglefled to apply to that country? If there was a fyf-' 
tern oLmilitary delpotil'm, it was a mdft m)fteti'jus fyftem, 
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a perfe6l fecrct, a fort of doing th^J with the right hand of 
which the left knew nothing. With regard to the fyftein of 
the Britifh Government in India, he mud once more repeat 
what he had faid«again and again, that it was a fydem of 
peace in which the utmoft care was obferved to avoid 
any thing like an attack npon any of the Princes in India 
our neighbours; a determined refolution to abilain from 
aiming at objedls of aggrandizement and ambition, and a 
drift attention to add to the comforts of the people, and 
promote the profperity of tlie country. That fuch was 
our fyftem, the Princes of India well knew, and they alfo 
knew, that it had been fteadily adhered to, from the time 
that the refolution to that effefl was voted by the Houfe, 
on which refolution the a£l of Parliament was grounded, 
that was pafled to give the refolution the weight, authority, 
and elEcacy of law. At the fame time, that we determined 
to preferve peace in India, we were not debarred, he faid, 
from taking up arms in defence of our allies, whenever our 
allies were attacked. 

Upon that principle, and no other, was the prefent war 
commenced. He fpoke of the ufe Major Maitland had 
made of fome of the papers, which he faid had been moved 
for by another gentleman, and for a very different purpofe; 
perhaps from motives of gallantry and politenefs. He faid, 
the Major ought to have opened his intentions as to thofe 
papers to the Houfe, that gentlemen might have been en- 
abled to confider them in that point of view, and that before 
he left the Houfe that night, he would move for other pa- 
pers which would bring that part of thefubjefl fully before 
the Houfe. With regard to the taking the country of Ar- 
cot and Tanjore from under the Government of the Nabob 
of Arcot and the Rajah of Tanjore, he faid, he was ready 
at that moment or any other, to enter into a full difeuffion 
of the meafure, profefEng himfelf as he did, and ever had 
done, to be refponfible for every thing done in India, as far 
as related to General Meadows and Lord Cornwallis. With 
regard to the experces of the war, tlie honourable Major, 
he obferved, had declared we were ruined in India. If we 
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were ruined> we were idly employed indeed in carrying on 
a war, when the obje£t of it was already gone. But the 
calculation of the honouratde gentleman as to theexpences 
of the war, were extravagant and abfurd to the laft degree. 
It was impofTible for him at that time to (peak particularly, 
as to the expences of the war, but lie had no fcruple to de^ 
dare, that he thought there was nothing in the affairs of In-, 
dia that (liould give the lead; alarm to that Houfe. Certain* 
he'was that the amount of the uxpence hitherto was but a 
trifle, compared to the ideas formed of it in this country, 
and that fa£t he deduced, not only from the bed public in- 
formation fent over from India, but alfo from the Compa- 
ny’s difpatches and his own letters. Nay, a ftronger proof 
need not be defined, than Sir Charles Oakley having written, 
over word, that when Lord Cornw’allis on his return to 
Bangalore, wrote to the Government of Madras, for a Aim 
of money to refit his army, and fupport them during the 
monfoon, the money was inflantly furnifhed him, and there 
afterwards remained enough in the 1 reafury of Madras, 
for every pofTible purpofefor a confiderable time. The Ben- 
gal invedment this year, it was true, had been fomewhat 
reduced on account of the war, but that the Madras inved- 
ment was not only as large as ufual, but fully equal to the 
Company’s orders, and as confiderable as ever it had been 
known to be in times of profound peace. The exchange be- 
tween Bengal and Madras, was alfo confiderably reduced, 
and the Coimbatore country in a dale of the highed culti- 
vation, no Britifh foldier having entered it fince February 
lad year. Speaking of the Mahrattas, he faid, Scindia 
might, forreafons of his own, choofe to pay refpeS to the 
Poonah Government; hue he was to all intents a powerful 
and an independent Prince; and he repeated what he had 
once a former occafion faid, that there could be no con- 
federacy, formed in India, againd the britifh power there, 
from which we had any thing to dread, untefs Tippoo hul- 
tan took part in that confederacy; it became therefore, our 
efiential intdred not to make peace but upon fuch terms ar 
Ihould give eifeftual fecurity to our pofTef&o is in India • 

VoL. XXXII. P 
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With t'figard to the Myfofe Throne, if the rightful Riijah 
Wete to fit upon It agaln^ he fliould not envy him his 
throne, provided he was contented not to invade us, or our 
allies. In that cafe he Ihould reft perfeSly fatisfied. He 
ohjt^led to h^ajor Maitland’s havin^ founded part of the rc- 
folutioris on papers moved for by another honourable Mem- 
bl^, whofe motion was merely an objedl of politenefs or gal- 
lantry ; certainly far different from the conclufions of the 
honourable Major, who fhould have confined himfeif to 
p^ipers moved for by himfeif. 

Major MAITLAND faid, he fliould t. ke an early op- 
portunity of bringing forward a difcuffion on the particular 
topics to which the right honourable gentleman had alluded, 
and which did not fall within the extent of the refolutions 
he had then moved. With regard to the ufe he had made 
of fome of the papers, which the right honourable gentle- 
man had complained of, he found thofe papers on the table, 
and on perufing them, they gave him an ample ground to 
fbim the opinion he had dated refpe(Elit)g thrm. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT fuhmitted to the honourable gen- 
tleman, as he talked of another day, whether it 'would not 
he more advifeable for him either to wave the prefent mo- 
tion, or let the amendment be put upon it, and then adjourn 
the debate to another day, in order to give his right honour- 
' able friend an opportunity of moving for, and producing the 
necelTary papers to which he had alluded. 

A fhort converfation enfued on this between Major Mait- 
land, Mr. Chancellor Pitt, ami Mr. Dundas, the refult of 
which was, that the Major did not chufe to wave his mo- 
tion. 

Mr. HlPPISLEY faid, that he rpfc with aftonifliment, 
to hear expreflions fall from a right honourable Secretary, 
fo little fuited to the gravity of the occafion. Moti«^es of 
gfallantry and politenefs were very fliort, indeed, of thofe 
which had influenced him to call for the produdion of 
fome of the papers on the table. His objedl was, to refcue 
the memory of a much-refpedled friend (whd, he thought, 
bad beea as deaf to the right honourable geiitlentan ils to 
3 
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himfelf) from a foul and mifchievous calumny. A repore 
had been circulated, that, the information of the late Sir 
Archibald Campbell ftood contradidled by letters from him 
to Major^ Bon Herman. He underftobd, an honourable 
Member near him believed this report to be well founded^ 
and had intended to move the Houfe in CQnfequence^that 
he had himfelf received letters from India mentioning it« 
ynder thefe circumftances, he felt himfelf impelled, by a 
fenfe of duty to, the Houfe, as well as regard for the me- 
mory of his friend, to be the firft to bring it forward, and 
by challenging the proof, to afeertain at once the corre&- 
nefs and confillency of Sir Archibald Campbell’s conduA 
on this occalion. If fuch contradiAory letters could pof- 
fibly have exifted, the declaration of Sir Archibald to 
the Court of DireAors, muft alone have been imputed to 
the debility he had lot^g fuffered, and which might have 
weakened his recolleAion : but the faft wasoiherwife, and 
Sir Archibald’s declarations and conduA appeared by the 
papers now produced to have been uniformly xonllftent and 
corrcA. Mr. Hippifley faid, it was with greater furprife 
he had heard fuch light exprefTions fall from the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, as he had explained to him fully, in 
private communication, the ground of his motion. He came 
down to the Houfe wholly unacquainted with the nature 
of Major Maitland’s motions. If he had fern him earlier, 
he made no doubt but he could have convinced his ho- 
nourable friend, that the conftruAion he had put on Sir 
Archibald Campbell’s letters could not be fupported; and 
he fhould have no difficulty in dividing in favour of the 
amendment propofed on the other fide of the Houfe, though 
againft his friends, with whom it was painful to differ.-— 
Amicus Plato — amicus Socrates^ fed magis arnica Veritas. 
This was no dcreliAion of his orginal opinions on the fub- 
jeA of^ the war; for though he acquitted the Madras G6- 
vernm.ent of any hoftile intention towards Tippoo Sul- 
tan, yet Tippoo had every reafon to be fufpicious of our 
intentions, from the new *fyftetn preferibed by the right 
hbnourake gentleman for the Government of India ; whea 

Pa 
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be faw military fucceeding civil gavernments in all our 
PreftdencieBi our European force doubled, and the revenues 
almoft wholly ahforbed in military preparation# Mr. Hip- 
pifley fatd, ag obfervation had fallen frotn an honourable 
Generiil, which, if true, ought to have great weight with 
the Houfe; it was, that he knew 1 ippoo Sultanas Anibaf- 
fadors hadxoncluded a treaty at Paris, the objedl of which 
was, the extirpation of the EngliOi from India. He would 
nevcrthelcfs fay, that the faft was diredlly the reverfe : no 
fuch treaty had taken place: the fad carried with it its 
own internal evidence, contradidlory to the General’s in- 
formation. The AmbaiTadors were treated with the refped 
due to fhe repreVentatives of a great Prince, but they were 
diTmifled with mere civilities; inafmuch as orders were fent 
out at the fame time to evacuate Pondicherry, which was 
carried into execution, pending this very difpute with Tip- 
pM Sultan. At this late hour, Mr. Hippifley faid, he 
mould not enter farther into the fubjed. ^ 

Major SCOTT concurred with Mr. Dundasas to the 
expence of the war being greatly over-rated in the ideas 
of the people of this country. The Major alfo reminded 
the Houfe of his having more than once called their atteii - 
tion to the circumAance of the feizure of the countries of 
' Arcot and Tanjore, and putting them under the Britifh 
Gove nmtin. , 

ThequeAion being put, the Houfe divided on one of the 
amendments propofed by Colonel Phipps ; 

For the original refolu»ion - 15a 

For the amendment - 42 

The debate on fome of the refolutions, as before agreed, 
was adjourned till Monday, and the reft were either nega- 
tived, or carried with amendments moved by the Mi- 
nifter. 

Mr. DUNDAS then moved for the feveral papers 'pro- 
pofed to be taken as the ground of debate on Monday. 

The Houfe adjourned. 
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Friday i l6th March* 

On the motion of Major SCOTT, a variety of papers of 
Indian correfponcTence were ordered to be ]atd before titt 
Hpufe, fome of which were ordered to be printed. 

This produced a fliort converfation between Major Scott, 
Mr. Dundas, and Major Maitland; from which it was un; 
derllood, that as thefe correfpondences are very voluminous, 
from fifteen to twenty volumes, that what fhall, in the 
courfe of the difeuffion of the fubje 61 , appear unneceiTary, 
or improper to be difclofed, iliall he withheld, by difeharg- 
ing the order as far as it regard^ thefe documents. 

Mr. RURTON rofe, agreeable to the notice he had 
given on a former day, to make a motion for leave to bring 
in a bill for the more efFe 61 ual adminiftration of the duties 
of Juflices of the Peace in Middlefex. In what he fhould 
fubmit to the Houfe, it was his intention to lay the^unda- 
tion of an amendment in our police, by regulations for the 
future guidance of the conduft of Juftices of the Peace; but 
he would propofe nothing that would be found to partake in 
the leail of a party complexion. He confulted, and had 
found his plan countenanced by gentlemen of both parties, 
and by gentlemen of no party. He hoped that the Houfe 
would give the bill he intended to move for, the moft feri- 
ous and candid difcuflion, and if it met their .approbation, 
that they would adopt it. Gentlemen, from their own ob« 
fervatioii, muft be acquainted with the bleiiings which the 
country enjoyed from tlie fair adminiftration of the import- 
ant office of a Juft ice of the Peace: in London, however, 
the cafe was different, and excepting the office in Bow-ftreet 
and the adminiftration of Magiftracy in the city, (where the 
refpediable body of Magiftrates conlidered it an addition to 
their dignity, and not as a difparagement, to ferve their 
country as Juftices of the Peace) thofe blei&ngs were in- 
adequately, if at all, experienced. Thecaufes of this were 
too notorious to need to be mentioned. The two principal 
wfere thofe of a deficiency of officers in the metropolis, an4 
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an ^bufe of the office itfelf. Thofe who were robbed of 
trifles, or flightly injured in t^teir perfons, if at a conflder- 
able diflance from Bpw-flreet, put up with their injuries ra- 
ther thaniiivolve themfelves in the trouble of a profecution 
of tl>e ofienders the confequence of which was, that fmall 
offences pal&d unpunifhed, and gave rife to greater, until 
thofe who committed them, went on accumulating the de- 
gree of their eilormity, till it came to a crifls, and then 
they received a final punifhment. The abufe of the office 
of a Jufttce of Peace, was alfo as well known as the defici- 
ency of proper offices ; it was greatly and grofsly abufed by 
snen who made it a trade : thofe men it was not his intention 
to particularfze; his objedl was topropofe a remedy to cure 
both the deficiency and the abufe, and the modehefhould 
fubmit would be by a fhort law, diredling, firft, That five 
offices fhould always be open to tranfa£l bufinefs; and, 
adly, that no fees fhould be received for bufinefs tranfacSled 
within the diflri61s of thofe offices* He fhould propofe in 
his bill, that three Jufiices 1 e appointed to each office; that 
one of thofe three fliould invariably be on the fpot from 
nine in the morning until a late hour in the evening; that 
tww fhould always be prefent in the principal part of the 
day, one of them to be a Magiflrate of the Office, the 
other might be any gentleman in the Commiflion for Mid- 
dlefex* The due fees to be taken to be accounted for in the 
receipt of His Majefty’s Exchequer, for the purpofe of con- 
ftituting a fund, out of which the falaries of the Jufiices, 
and the other expences of theeftablifhment, were to be de- 
frayed. The confequence of thus rendering it impoffible 
that a Juftice of the Peace fhould be interefted in levying a 
fine, or in the amount of the fine, would be, the placing 
him in a fituation in which he could have no other interefl:, 
than the upwright difcharge of his duty. To provide^ 
however, algainll the poffibility of the fees not amounting 
to a fuffieient fum to defray the expences and the falaries^ 
it was, he faid, his intention to propofe a claufe for the 
payrbent of the remainder out of the confolidated fund, a 
claufe to which he did hot imagine His Majelfy's Minifters 
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would obje£l:, when the canfideration wai a f reaft and an 
important puhHc lervke* Thefe were the butliites of hit 
plany in which however^ he had omitted the tnention of an- 
other appointment which might be found neceiTary, viz. a 
Treafurer, to receive all fees for the receipt of the Exche- 
quer, and to pay the-expences of falaries and eftabliihments* 
It had been propofed, he faid, for the purpofe of removing 
all idea of patronage, to leave the different appointments 
that muft take place to carry his plan into execution, to the 
right honourable the Lord Chancellor, the two Chief Juf- 
tices, the Chief Baron, and other perfons of that defcrip- 
tion, but to this mode he had an objection, not thinking 
that in a refponfibiliry fo generally diffufed, there could be 
equal fecurity that proper perfons fhould be appointed, as 
in a refponfihility more confined. He thought, thereforej 
that it would beheit for the appointment to reft in one per- 
fon, where it now reft ed, namely, in the King, and that 
His Majelty’s advifer fliould be oiu known and rerponfiblc 
perfon, the head of the law; but that he obferved, would 
be a queftion for future confideration. lit propofing the fitu- 
ation of the offices, he faid, they would be fo placed, that 
no part of their diftriAs would he at a greater diftance from 
each other than half a mile. Two confequences, he laid, 
would nrife from the eftablifhment of fuch a plan as he had 
ftated, viz. publicity and competition ; their publicity would 
enable ail the world to judge whether the Magiftrates a£ted 
uprightly; and the competition arlfing from that publU 
city, would not he competition for the gain of lucre, which 
was the competition of the prefent interlopers into Magif- 
tracy, but it would be a competition for fkill, for imparti- 
ality, and for integrity. His plan was not, he obferved,. 
calculated to benefit the rich, but to ferve the poor; wh6 
would thereby have places of refort to go to, to obtain re- 
drefs, and not, as was now too frequently the cafe, jn their 
applications for redrefs, meet with extortion and oppreffion, 
where they ought to find juftice. His propofitions would 
not, Mr. Burton faid, operate to a change of the preient 
law, bur would leave it exadlly as it flood, for no Magif- 
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tmtei would he prevented from {I rving the Public ; fees alone 
^ottld be relin^iltied ; tbofe gentlemen who were defirous 
to would have an opportunity of ading ferviceably in 
cotijundion with the Magiftrates of the office, over whom 
their prefence mighj operate as a check and control. Mr* 
Burton faid* he would trouble the Houfe no farther, than 
by moving, ** That leave be given to bring in a bill for the 
“ more effeftual admiii'flration of the office of Juftice of 
^ Peace, in fuch parts of Middlefex, as lie in and about the 
^ metropolis.** 

Mr. Secretary DUN DAS faid, it was with the greateft plea- 
fure he rofe to fecond the motion of the honourable and learned 
gentleman. He obferved upon that part of the honourable 
gentleman’s fpeech, in which he had ftated that he had no in- 
tention to alter the law ; declaring that if fuch alteration was 
jacceffary, and if it (liould be found expedient to clothe Magif- 
trates with more power than they now polfelTed, fuch addi- 
tional power he moll certainly would readily vote for. He 
took notice of the alarming increafe of pick -pockets, and their 
proportionable iiicrcafe of audacity, which, hefaid, hadarifen 
to fuch an height that no perfons could walk the ftreets in fafety ; 
if in the progrefs of the bill he coukl devife any claufe to enable 
Magiftrates to take more effcftual meafurcs, than they now 
could, again (t fuch perfons as he had defer ibeJ, he hoped the 
Hoiifc would give it their moft ferions confidcration. It was 
the duty of His Majefty's Minifters to look to every thing that 
might promote the welfare and the profperity of the ftate ; if 
therefore it fliould appear that the fecurity of the people, and 
the morals ofanyclafs could be advanced by giving more effec- 
tual power to Juftices of the Peace, fuch a meafurc could not 
be adopted with more propriety than in a bill which went to 
the reform of Magiftracy. 

Mr. MAN WARING begged to a(k the right honourable 
gentleman, what the defed of the law was, to which the right 
honourable gentleman alluded ? It had occurred to him while 
the right honourable gentleman was on his legs, that if they 
went into a revifion of the exifting laws upon the fubjeft, the 
bill might be confidetably retarded, and the chief objed of it 
defeated. 
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Mr. Secretary DUND AS faid, thoiig]i he thought the bill 
might affords fit opportunl^ for introducing claufes of regu- 
lation and amendment, with refpeft to fome of the editing 
laws, that had relation to the fubjed piatter^of the prefent 
motion, he certainly would propofe nothing that feemed 
likely to retard the obje(^ they had in commmoh beforb 
them. , 

.The SPEAKER fubmitted it to the Houfe, that the bill be- 
ing limited, as to its jurifdidion, might in that point of view 
be deemed a private bill, and if it were fo confidered, it would 
not only occafion different fees to be chargeable upon it, but 
that then it muft be recolleded, that private bills could only be 
brought in by petition, and the day of receiving petitions for 
private bills was paft. Whereas the objeft of the bill was to 
anfwer public purpofes, if the Houfe thought proper, it might 
be deemed a public bill. 

The Houfc'feemed univerfally willing to confidor it to be a 
public bill. 

Leave was given, and the mover and feconder, the Attorney 
and Solicitor General, Mr. Mainwaring, &c. ordered to pre- 
pate and bring in the fame. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Monday y igth March. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid,^ that finding it impoffible to . 
produce the neceflary papers, he would move that the adjourned 
debate be farther poftponed till Thurfday. 

Lord Vifeount BA YAM, from the Selefl Committee who 
were appointed to try and determine the merits of the petition of 
Sir Godfrey Webfttr, Baronet, and John Tarleton, Efquire, 
complaining of an undue eledion and return for the town and 
port of Seaford, in the county of Suffex,’ informed the Houfe, 

That the faid Seled Committee have determined, 

That the right of eledion is in the inhabitants houfekeepvs 
of the faid town ant) port payingXcpt and lot, and in fuch inha- 
bitants houfekeepers only. 

That John Sargent, Efquire, is duly cleded a Baron to ftrvjp 
in this prelent Parliament for the town and port of Seafbrdi in 
the county of Suffex ; 

VoL* XXXII. 
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That Richard Paul; Jodrell, Efquirc, is hot duly return- 
ed a Baron to ferve in this prefent Parliament for the faid 
town and port of Seaford ; 

And that John Tarleton, Efquirc, one of the petitioners, is 
duly eleded a Baron to ferve in this prefent Parliament for the 
faid town and port of Seaford. 

The Houfe adjourned. ^ 

Tuejday^ 20th March, 

There n<it being a fufficicnt number of Members to form a 
ballot ibr an Eiedion Committee, the Houfe adjourned. 

Wednejday^ ixji March, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT rofe to give notice, that on' Monday 
next he meant to bring forward a propofition relative to His 
Majcfty’s Crown lands, with a view to make the New Foreft, 
in the county of Southampton, more produftive of timber, fit 
•for the ufc of the navy. 

Mr. HIPPISLEY, in the abfencc of Major Maitland, 
(who was indifpofed,) moved to poftpone the adjourned debate, 
on the qucition relative to the Britifli troops being fent into the 
Travancore country, to Wednefday next. The order for this 
clay was, in confequence, difeharged, upon motion, and an 
order made for Wednefday. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it was the intention of fome 
friends of his, who thought as he did, that the Governor Ge- 
neral defcrveil praife rather than cenfure, to move a general rc- 
folution in i'avour of the Governor General, when the debate 
ftioiild be refumed. 

Mr. WILBER FORCE moved, that the order which flood 
for the 2 ()xh inliant, for the confideration of the Have trade, be 
difclurged, and tlien moved, that a new order be f^de for 
Monday, the ad of April. 

Colonel TAKLETON alfo moved, to difeharge the order 
fur the call of the Houfe, which flood for the 28th inflant, and 
the fame having been dirdiarged, the Colonel moved, that the 
• Houfe be called over on Tuefday, the 3d of April. 
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Mr. RyDEB> from the Seleft Committee whp were ap- 
pointed to try and determine the merits of the petition of 
Thomas Fletcher and Clement Kynnerfley, Efquiresi com- 
plaining of an undue eledion and return for the 'Borough of 
Newcaftle under Lyne> in the county of Stafford, informed the 
Honfe, 

That the faid Scleft Committee, having duly confidcred the 
faia ftatements, and the evidence adduced before them, touching 
the right of eIe£rion, have determined, 

That the right of election is in freemen refiding in the faid 
Borough of Newcaftle under Lyne; 

That Sir Archibald Macdonald, Knight, is duly e1e6led a 
Burgefs to ferve in this prefent Parliament for the Borough of 
"Ncwca(lle under Lyne, in the county of Stafford ; 

And that the honourable John Levefon Gower is,duly elefted 
a Burgefs to ferve in this prefent Parliament for the faid Borough 
of Newcaftle under Lyne. 

Mr. CLEVELAND, from the Committee who were ap- 
pointed to try and determine the merits of the petition of John 
Coryton, of the Borough of Fowey, Efq.,^&c. &c., perfons 
who have a right to choofe, nominate, and appoint, the re- 
turning officer of the faid Borough ; and alfo, the petition of 
Sir Ralph Payne, Knight of the Bath, and William Morftiead, 
Efquirc, rcfpedling the right of choofing the returning officer 
for the faid Borough, informed the Houfe, that the faid Select 
Committee have determined. 

That the perfons intitled to eled the Portreeve of th,e Borough 
of Fowey are thofe who are capable of holding that Office, that 
is, fuch Prince's tenants only as have been duly admitted on 
the Court rolls of the manor of the faid Borough, and have 
done their fealty, and fuch perfons only afe duly admitted whofj 
lands, being freehold, were anciently, and continue to be, held 
immediately of the Duke of CornwaTll as a parcel of his faid 
manor of the faid Borough, and whofe titles to thofe lands have 
been prefented at a Court Baron by a fworn homage or jury of 
the freeholders of the faid gia'nor. 

The Houfe adjourned. 


CL* 
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^vrjdtg, Vidt ajrf, and Saturdaj^ ti^h March. 

There not bfei^g, on either of thefe ^ys, a fufficient number 
of Members to form a ballot for an eleAion Committee, the 
Houfe adjourned. 


Monday y ibth March. 

Mr.**SHERIDAN gave notice of his intention, early after 
the Eaftfer recefs, to make a motion for a reform! of the Royal 
Burghs of Scotland. 

Mr. Chan(:ellor BITT, previous to the moving the order 
of the day for the Houfq refolving itfeJf into a Committee on 
the national debt bill, begged leave to (late, that as^ the blank 
to be filled up in the Committee was of material importance to 
the bill, and as he had feveral alterations to fuggeft, it was “his 
wilh to, go into the Committee for the purpofe of filling up the 
blank, andmaking the alterations; after which he would move 
to have the bill reprinted, with its additions and alterations, by 
which means gentlemen would have it more fully and perfeSly 
before them, and be enabled to go into its difcuflion upon a 
future day, in a more ample and convenient manner than by 
taking the difcuflion upon the bill as it at prefent flood. 

Mr. FOX agreed with the Chancellor of the Exchequer that 
the mode fuggefted would be the mofl convenient to the Houfe, 
which was accordingly adopted. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved to have the report immedi- 
ately made, and its farther confideration adjourned to Friday 
next. 

' Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, ** That the Houfe refolve 

itfelf into a Committee, on the report of the compiilfioners of 

woods and forefls. 

The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a Committee accord- 
ingly, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT again rofe ; but would not, he faid, 
upon the prefent occafion,^! rouble gentlemen, by entering into 
the particulars of the reports before them : every gentleman in 
the Committee, be faid, mud be fully convinced of the necef- 
fity of the adp{$tion of fome meaflire for the prefervatiOn and 

3 
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encreafe of timber for our navy^; to that point be ^biild call 
the attention of the Committee, and not to any thing relative 
to the Ci;own lands, the final report on which bad not yet been 
made ; in what he had to fubmit to the Gommittee he ihould 
confine himfelf to the report on the New Foreft in Hatnpihire« 
The firft propofition in the bill he fliould move for, would be 
to enable His Majefiy to empower the enclofing of 20,000 acres 
of the Foreft, for the growth of timber, and to give powers to 
the perfons appointed for the faid purpofc to throw open as 
inuch of the enclofure as might be lufiiciently growrij ^ and to 
cnclofe an equal quantity of the Foreft, for the purpofc of al- 
ways keeping 20,000 acres enclofed. In tHebillalfo would be 
a provifion of compenfation to the perfons who had a right of, 
common in the Foreft, and that provifion, which, he laid, 
would be an ample one, was intended to be the confining the 
deir, which His Majefty had a right at prefent to let run* 
throughout the whole Foreft, to certain parts. The fecond 
provifion of the bill would be to prevent injury to the timber ; 
and the third, for the prefentation of periodical reports to Par- 
liament. He concluded by moving that the Chairman be di- 
refled to move the Houfe for leave to bring in a bill for the 
prefervation and increafe of the timber in the New Foreft, 
&c. &c. / 

Mr. SHERI PAN lamented that the right honourable gen- 
tleman had not gone more fully into his plan, which, ‘he faid, 
would, in his opinion, prove to be a matter of ^jreat impor- 
tance, and to which there Would be no inconfiderable objec- 
tion. It was a matter of regret, he faid, that after feven years 
employ, the commiflioners had not been enabled to make a 
final report on the Crown lands. He had hoped that fuch a 
report would have been ready, and that the right honourable 
gentleman’s propofition of that day would have been One great 
fcheme for the public benefit. In his expe£tation, however, 
he had bben deceived ; he would not, neverthelefs, upon the , 
prefent occafion, trouble gentlemen farther than he had don^ 
but referved himfelf to the produftion of the bill. 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, he was much difappointed in the na- 
ture of the propofitions offered to the Houfe, and had no lcruple 
to declare that thus edriy in the bufinefs he Ihould give it hir 
negative, being fully convinced that no means could be devifed 
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for the prefcmtion and encreafe of timber for our navy, but by 
die fale4>f the lands. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that he was fenfible that 
good provifions had long fince, and repeatedly been made for 
the prefervation of our timber, and that thofe provifions had 
been departed from ; no good reafon, however, could thereby 
be advanced to prevent Adminiftration exerting themfelves for 
the fame purpofe, and in the propofitions he (hould have to 
Ibbmit, he conceived a better profpeA would be obtained for 
cfTefltng the defired objeft, th^ would refult from leaving the 
prefervation and encreafe of ti^er to individuals. 

Thequeflionwasputandrarried, and the Houfe being refu- 
ined, the report was ordered to be made to-morrow. 

Mr. HIPPISLEY moved for farther correfpondcnce be- 
tween the late Sir Archibald Campbell and the Rajah of Tra- 
vancore, which, combined with the letters already produced, 
he obferved, would amount to the cleareft evidence of the con^ 
Mency and corrednefs of Sir Archibald Campbell's condud on 
the fubje£l of Travancore. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Tuefdayy 27/i Marc } . 

Mr. ROSE moved the Houfe to refolve itfclf into a Com- 
mittee on fo much of the aft of the 22d of the King, ab related 
to the fale of lands and houfes belonging to the Crown in Scot- 
land Yard and Privy Garden. By the aft he had alluded to, 
he Lid, the King could not grant away any of the premifes or 
houles in the faid places mentioned in the aft \ the objeft of 
going into the Committee was, to move for leave to bring in a 
bill to enable His Majefty to grant to his Royal H‘»ghncfs the 
Duke Oi York, the premifes of the old lottery office^, and the 
ground on which they flood. 

The Houfe went into a Committee, and came to the refolu- 
lion, that the Chairman (hould move for a bill. 

Mr. DUNDAS propofed, in confcqueiice of the firfl of his 
bills for the relief of feamcn, having undergone many altera- 
tions, fuggefted to him from refpeftable authority (Lord Hood) 
%o withdraw it, for the purpofe ot prefenting another bill w 4 th 
the alterations. Ordered. 

The Houfe adjourned. 
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PFednefdajt iSith Mariib. 

Sir BENJAMIN HAMMET rore, /and faid, he wouU 
beg the indulgence of the Houfe for a few wordS) before he 
took the liberty of moving for leave to bring in^the bill| of 
which he had given notice fomc time fince. He faid, on con- 
federation of the fubjedt, and the attempts which had been for- 
merly made, the ill fuccefs vyhich had attended their endeavourst, 
and the difficulties which had been fuggelled by great legal au-, 
thorities, he aIn:K)ft determined not to trouble the Houfe, ap- 
prehending he (hould not accomplilh the objefi, which he 
judged proper and ufeful to the Public. It had been obje&ed 
that no good reafon could be given, why gentlemen’s real eftms 
Ihould not be liable to pay their juft debts, as well as bankers, 
and'other commercial men. If that meafure could be carried, 
he (hould think it upon the whole falutary, but for many rea- 
fons it had always been oppofed, and by attempting too much, 
he was afraid of lofing the whold. He faid, he faw mai\y 
ft rong reafons applicable to bankers, which did not reach other 
men. Gentlemen out of bufmefs were not fubjeft to the bank- 
rupt laws whilft living, and he would not propofe a law to 
make thofe eftates liable after their deceafe, w hich Were not fo 
during their lives. But in money tranfa&ions, depending upon 
credit, if a man was trufted with large Turns of money, either 
as banker, or trader, on account of his poflelling, or purcha- 
fing great landed eftates, fuch property ought to*make good any 
deficiency, if the perfonal ellate proved infufficient, which was 
not now the cafe. He faid, he had feen fu much danger, and 
fo many real evils, which had happened for want of fdch a law, 
and fleering clear of entails, general and fpecial, he flattered 
himfelF the bill would not be oppofed by any defeription of 
men, the bill being founded upon principles of juftice and equi- 
ty. In lefs happy times than thofe we live in, when the coun- 
try was juft emerging from barbarifm, and th^ feudal fyftcm 
took place, there was fome reafon why the real property (hould 
be^ free, becaufe then, the land Was obliged to furnifb a certain 
number of men for the King’s fervice in wan; and if the eftates 
had been divided or injured, the new polTelTor mi|^t have 
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been unable to raife his quota, and the country have been un* 
proteAed. That fyftem being in this happ]^;kitigdom deAroy- 
ed, tho reafoh no Ipnger exiAed, At |^t time, there was 
very little n-ade, or^ commerce, carried on. The very name 
of a bstnker was, he believed, unknown. At this time, these 
were fo very many bankers in^ the kingdom, and paper credit 
in all forts of commerce, was fp much and widely extended, 
that he thought it neceflary that every poflible fecurity fliould 
be given for the money entruAed in confidence to others. He 
faid^ he would mention one inAance of a banker in the city, 
many years fince, who laid out about 100, oool. of thecuAom- 
ers money in landed eAates. His partner feeing the danger to 
.fahnfelf and the creditors, in cafe of death, Aopped the houfe, 
'thd carried the remainder of the money to a neighbouring 
hanker, by which means the creditors were all paid. Hefaid, 
he would not trouble the Houfe longer, though men of more 
eloquence might much enlarge upon the fubjeA, being con- 
vinced, that it would be highly unjuA that any man ftould, 
with the money of others, buy large eAates to go to the heir at 
law, either by negleA, or fraud ; he therefore humbly begged 
leave to move, that leave be given to bring in a bill to make 
the eAates of bankers, and other traders, liable to the payment 
ofdebts after their deceafe. 

The queAion being moved and feconded, was carried unani- 
xnoufly ; and a bill ordered to be prepared, and brought in by 
Sir Benjamin Hammet and Mr. Cricket, who feconded the 
motion. 


The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee of Ways and 
Means, Mr. Hobart in the chair. 

Mr.. Chancellor PITT then informed the Committee, that 
He had concluded a bargain for the fale of the lottery for the 
iervice of the current year, ’ which was confiderably more adr 
vantageoustothe Public than any that had hitherto been made^ 
He had agreed, on the part of the nation, tliat there ihould be 
50,000 tickets ; and the price which was to be paid for each 
was s6L 5s. which would yield a profit to the Public of 
312^000^ 


Sb tfam ^ved, that 812,500!. be raifedby a 
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Mr..M. A. TAYLOR Mpcefled his thtt ltti tiqis 
of profound peace, the Minifter Ihpuld lttVe i^oibfe to st 
of raifii^ money, wfarj^h nothing hut the ptefliilg nebe^eS olT 
a war could excufe ; % mode more pernicious tb the b'vfrer 
orders of the people, of more deftruftive to their morals, cbtild 
not be deviM. It was the duty of the Legiflature to watch> 
with Ihe utmoft diligence, over the morals of the nation, and 
feduloufly to remove every objeft that might tend to corrupt 
them, liiat this dutf had always been faithfully perform^, - 
with one Tingle exception, the (latute books proved moft clear* 
ly : for as Toon as any circumftance had arifen, likely to endan* 
ger the morals of the people, the LegiQatiire never failed to in* 
terpofe, and, by fome wholefome law, to avert the dan^r« 
The lottery was the Angle exception; and here the Legifla* 
ture, inftead of purfuing its ufual and laudable fyftem,. held^ 
out the obje£l which was moil likely to ilrike at the. root of 
morality, and conTequently was refponfible for the confequencc? 
if the people Ml into the temptation, the Parliament, it muft 
be admitted, had fpread it for them. 

The evils and crimes produced by the lottery Were infittiMj^ 
greater than many gentlemen could well conceive ; but he was 
fure, that if they would give themfelves the trouble of fearch* 
ing for the caufes of many trials in our Courts of Criminal. 
Jufticc, they would be able to trace a great number of them up 
to the lottery, by which a fpirit of gaming was difFufed among 
the people, which Could not be gratified but “bylthe lofsof their 
property, or the invafiofi of that of others. Many inilanceS 
had been Hated to the HouTe, on former occafions^ of the me-» 
lancholy confequences of this fpirit of gaming, one of which 
he would repeat, becaufe it was vouched by an honoumble 
Member, in whofe family it had happened : his houfdLeeper^ 
who had lived feveral years with him, and had, during that 
time, maintained an excellent charaftpr, wjs unfortunately 
tempted to rilk fome money in the lottery ; flic was unfuccefs* 
fui, and wiAiing m recover what (he had loll, (he went on till 
(he was (Iripped of her la(t (hilling. Hoping Hill to retrieve 
her loDTes, (he made free with her maHer*s property ; and the 
money which (he received from him weekly, to be applied to 
the difeharge of bills, and the fuppoit of his houfe, (he di** 
verted from this purpofe, and applied it to that of infueiii2< 
V 0 L.XXXII: R - 
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loft; : fhenbw felt all the horrors of her 

a^ ftu^ yfixh remorfe for what (h^ had done> and 
for the ruin of the chara£t^^ which % had, till then, main- 
tain^ irreproachable and unfullied, (heBlled up the naeafureof 
her guilt, by putting an end to her exiftence ! 

This cafe had not happened during the prefent lottery; but 
he made no doubt, that others, of as dreadful a nature, would. 

’ An honourable friend near him, he faid, had juft whifpered to 
him a circumftance which had occurred within thelaft five mi- 
nutes. A man, who lived fervant with a gentleman, a neigh- 
bour of his honourable friend, had come to town, and brought 
with him a fum of money which he had faved in fcrvice, and 
which, for a fervant, was not inconfiderable ; it amounted to 
40L* He was tempted to rilk fome of it in infuring in the lot- 
tery ; the event was, that he had loft every fiiilling, and had, 
within thefe few minutes, called upon the honourable Member 
juft near him, to requeft that he would help him {p a fmall fuin, 
to enable him to go back into the country* The honourable 
gentleman, finding that the man was deftitute, and might be 
driven by defpair, and want of money, to the mod criminal 
cxccfles, advanced him fome money, and thus Thatched him 
from the danger that awaited him. Mr, Taylor faid,^ he feared 
fuch cafes as this were but too common during the drawing of 
the lottery. The Legillature ought therefore to interpofe, and 
difeountenaner^ mode of raifing money, which led to the 
ruin of the lower orders of fociety, and a general corruption of 
morals. If the revenue was as productive as the right honour- 
able gentleman was continually reprefenting it, furely he could 
have no C 3 u:ufe for reforting to a lottery ; and it would be much 
better for the Public to continue to pay the taxes which he 
was taking off, than to have adopted, as a means' of fupply, a 
fcheme which was big with ruin to fo many individuals, and to 
the morals of the nation in general; , It was not his intention, 
feeing the Commutee as thin as it then was, to fay any thiilg 
.more on the fubjed, or to oppofe the refolutibn that had been 
moved; but he would conclude, by afleing the right honourable 
gentleman one queftion, viz. whether it was his defign to 
mitke a lottery a permanent part of the ways and means of the 
year? 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT, in reply, , Ciid,^ 
did not feem to afieS the refolntlcm before the Co 
it did not tend, in any degree, to find fault with the p^ti^ular 
fcheme prppofed in it i ^ithrefpeA to any future lottery^ 
fucceeding Committee of Ways and Means jjtrould have arr op- 
portunity of judging, whether it (bould or fliould not adopt a 
lottery, as a fource of fupply. The real drift of the hooc^- 
able gentleman, in putting the queftion, appeared , to be^ to 
Jearn what were his fehtiments^with refpe& to a lottery, as a 
permanent refource : he would not make any difficulty about 
fatisfying the honourable gentleman on that head ; and, there- 
fore, he would not hefitate to fay, that he confidered a lottery 
as the means of raifing a fupply, fo much more advantageous 
to the Public, than that which the honourable gentleman would 
prefer, viz. taxes, that he, for one, would not confent to 
forego it. 

Here Mr. HOBART read the refolution, and jufi as he was 
going to put the quefiion upon it, 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR rofe again, and faid, I am then 
** to underfi^nd, that the right honourable gentleman confiders 
revenue of fo much importance, that fooncr than he would, 
in any degree, diminilh it, he would adopt a meafure per- 
nicious to the morals of the people.’* 

After the qiicftion was carried, the Houfe was refumed. 

The order of the day, for refuming the debate on the queflion 
relative to the troops fent by the Madras Government jnlo the 
Travancorc country, having been moved and read, 

Major MAITLAND rofe. He faid he had been led to 
think, from the triumphant tone in which gentlemen On the 
other fide had, in the lafi debate on this fubjed, mentioned 
Certain papers, for which they moved, and to give time for 
the produ<!lion andperufalof which, the adjournment had been 
propofed, that he Ihould find himfelf compelled, by the force 
of truth, to retraA all the opinions he had entertained on the 
fubjeA of the war in India. This he would have been moft 
ready to do, for^he wasdifpofed at all times to renounce error ; 
but after having fince perufed thofe papers with the grcatc^ jttV 
tention', he had not difeovered the Tmallefl reafon for retrac- 
ing his former aiTertions on this head, or altering his opiniim ^ 

Ra 
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The delcfacii^^f^^ up for tho/e who had advifed the war, was, 
that th<$ dominbns of thellajah of T^vancore, our ally, he-- 
iug thi^atctied, the Engiilh being bound by treaty to proteft 
|bem, had been obliged to march into that country to oppofe 
ah invader ; and 'that confequently the war on our part was 
purely ddSbnflve. Unfortunately, however, for this'argument, 
it appeared from the papers apon the tabic; that when there 
was firft a queftionof fending troops into the Travancore coun- 
try, the Ehglifli Minifter at the Rajah’s Court received inftruc- 
tions from our Government at Madras, to reprefent the mca- 
fihe in fuch cautious terms, as not to alarm the Rajah at the 
idea< of introducing into his dominions, not what he aikedfor, 
a fmall force, juft to (hew that he was under our protedion, 
but ahfolutely an army, and fuch an army as in former days ‘ 
Would have been fufficiently ftrong to carry the glory of the 
Britifti, and vidory, through any part of Hindoftan. It was 
evident then, that in this cafe, our Government aded not at 
the requeft of the Rajah, but in confequence of a fettled plan 
of hoftilities, which they had refolved to carry on againft Tip- 
poo, 

It appeared alfo from the papers on the table, that w hen the 
Rajah of Cberica had adually attacked and diilodged a Britifti 
guard from apoft, in the country of a Prince in alliance with 
England; the Government of Bombay, with great wifdoin 
ar^ propriety, dcfired this Prince would not attempt to recover; 
the poft by force ; but would leave it to the Englifti to repreS 
fcnt the cafe to Tippoo Sultan, whofe tributary the Rajah of 
Cherica adually was, and to prevail upon him to interpofe 
his authority over his vaiTals, and make him do juftice to a 
Prince in alliance with the Eaft-Iiidia Company. 

Here was a dired attack upon Britifti troops ; and yet the 
wife Government of Bombay bed not refented it in fuch a 
mahber as Lord Cornwallis had refented an attack upon the 
lines of the Rajah of Travancore. The reafon was obvious ; 
Kis'Lordilhip had determined to wage an oiFenfive war againft 
Tippoo, and had adually, by his letter to the Nizam, which 
Sfeathed nothing but hoftUity. againft that Sultan, provoker^ 
him to anticipat^e the meditated invafions of his own dominionsi 
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by ai» attack npon the quarter whence diat mv^6n ‘ be 

apprehended, becaufea great military fefce had 

ed there by die Engliih, who could have da 

fuch a meafure, than to commence offenfive operations agaiilft 

him. . ‘ 

For thefe reafons, and thofe which he urged in the for!^ 
debate, he was determined to adhere to the motion^ as Origi*. 
nally moved by himfelf, and to oppofe the amendment. 

Colonel PHIPPS undertook to prove that Tippoo wastfie 
author of the war, which was on his part abfolutely ofFenfive 
and unprovoked. He it was who made the Rajah of Cherica 
attack the Britifh guard : the ground, or pretended Juftificatlon 
of the attack was, that the country which had been mortgstged 
to us, had long fince paid the debt. This fame Rajah had 
afterwards been diredled by Tippoo to make a demand of^a 
lack of rupees due to him by the Company. The Company 
replied, that, fo far from owing him that fum, he owed them^ 
four lacks : they offered to prove this by their accounts ; but 
Tippoo would not fuffer him to agree to fo rational an adjuft-* 
ment of his demand, but made us refolve to take up his fecu-' 
rity, by refuming the diftridt that had been mortgaged, for 
the payment of the debt which he had contrafted. , 

When a Rajah of Cochin arrived with a body of forces to 
aflifl Tippoo in his attack upon Travancore, he upbraided him 
with his delay, which had kept him waiting fo long for his ar« 
rival, that the time for the attack was gone by.’ He intimated 
his fufpicion, that the caufe of the delay was, that this I&yah 
had bgen treating underhand with the Rajah of Trayancorc; 
but the other aflTuring him that the delay had been occafioned by 
real illnefs, and the badnefs of the roads, Tippoo dpfircd he 
would fet out earlier the enfuing year, when he was rcfolvcd to 
attack the Travancore lines. He informed him alfo, that he 
would, at the fame time, ftorm the -forts of Cranganore and , 
Cochin, the former of which, he faid, he would carry in 
eight days, and the latter in four. He was as good as his^yrord 
with rcl]peft to the lines; for, in Icfs than thirteen months 
from the day on which he made this declaration, he altaclce^^ 
and carried them. Here then was evidence of hoftilities, as 
premeditated by Tippoo, as they were unprovoked by us^ 
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to the EiiglifiiV it 

i^teode4 ^ the who^ trembliing for the fafety of their 

port of Cochihr letter^ written in a ftile calcultO^d 

to footh hiiHi and deprecate his anger. His condud, on 
the receipt of this letter, was completely unparalleled, ex- 
cept by that of a charadcri in a very well-written comedy, 
be meant Sir Lucius OTrigger, an Irilh gentleman, who, 
being refolved, at all events, to quarrel with another, who 
had never opened his lips to him, faid to him,, Sir, you* 
** lie/* That, Sir,’* faid the other, is impoflible, 
for’whcn you fpoke to me, I had not opened my lips 
to you.** ** That,” replied Sir Lucius, is nothing at all 
*** to the queftion ; for though you may not have told a lie, 
** you thought it, and that’s juft the fame thing.” Juft of 
a piece with this was the language of Tippoo, when he re- 
ceived the letter from the Dutch Governor ; he returned it un- 
opened, and told the melfenger, that if he ever dared to bring 
him fo impertinent a letter again, he would give orders that 
his head (hould be ftruck off. 

Mr. RICHARD JOHNSON fpoke as follows. Sir, 
fo much ftrefs has been laid upon an allegation, that thb 
war has originated in a pre-difpofition in Lord Cornwallis 
for hoftilfty, or in orders fuppofed to have been fent from 
Minifttrs at home, to promote or create fuch a difpofition 
in the Government in India, that 1 cannot avoid obtruding 
upon you for a moment, to ftate a matter of fa£l, which 1 
truft will fully repel fuch an idea. Upon my taking leave 
of Lord Cornwallis to depart, 1 had the honour of a con- 
verfation with him, in which he expreffed his ftrong and 
, anxious apprehenfions, from his knowledge of l^ippooU 
movements, that hoflilities from him were almoft certain ; 
lamented the exceeding perfonal inconvenience, public as 
weii as private, it would be to him, and commiflioned me 
to^aiTure Minifters at home, that nothing but the moft in- 
dirpenfable necelSty Ihould urge him to war, and that they 
might' rely upon its being on fuch grounds as (hould be 
pcrfe^ly Juftifiahlc. Thefe exprelEons, from one of his 
Lprdftup^x idircS and honourable charafler, are, in my 
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mind, a pcfittve prooi^ as it muft be to all 
that neither a pre-dilpofltion «xifted in his 
tiiat any orders couId"have been received from 
create fuch a difpofitibn ; for it was impoffible he IhbiiB 
lament that which he wiflied, or find it neceftary to apdr 
logtfeto Minifters for what he had their orders. Tbbfiif 
gentlemen who have thought proper to deny the juflice of 
; the war, have been driven to feek the caufe of it clfewhere, 
than in the unavoidable neccffity or propriety of it. They 
* they therefore have fought it in this fuppofed previous dif* 
pofition for war. Having now, as I trufi, abfolurely re* 
moved that ground, I proceed to confider the juftice of it, 
and to alTert that the Dutch were free to fell a fort which 
they had held above a century, which they had obtained- 
from another European power, .neither of them at any time 
paying tribute for it, they were free to fell, our ally free 
to buy, and the Britilh power free to fupport its ally in To 
fair a tranfa£lion« If a Britilh ally w^as not equal to this, 
he would be better without fuch an alliance. But I main* 
tain that it was not merely, juft, but perfectly unavoidable, 
from the mode Tippoo chofe of redrefling his fuppofed 
wrong, or rather making that the pretext for feizing apon 
tlie territories of our ally. I will venture to go one ftep 
farther, and alTert, that fo far from any (hch dil^mfition 
to war, the very reverfe exifted ; I mean a difpolitlon to 
fuffer every thing that could be fuffered, confifteiitly with 
the honour of this country : for I beg leave to fay, that an 
all'fufficient excufe for war had fubfifled, even from the 
moment of figning the treaty of Mangalore ; for Tippoo 
bad broken that treaty in the moft flagrant manner, by 
fraudulently retaining near two hundred of our countrymen 
in the moft horrid bondage. If any thing c'^uld roufe* and 
animate a Briton to war, it would be his feelings forliis 
injured countrymen ; therefore, if any blame laid, I think it 
is m not having gone to war fooner. But from this fadt it 
is clear, that a difpofition the very reverfe of that now af- 
ferted, prevailed in India; and that we did not go to war; 
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^{1 jpctumulatioil of tojini^ and a poCtive atts^kt, 

NoWi Sir, l am one of thofe who deem this the moll 
fox^nate war that the Brttilh interefts were ever engaged 
tn f fof the fy defti which Tippoo’s ambitjon had pieicribed 
, to;him, made him hang-over us as a formidable forces ever 
ready to throw itfelf into the fcale of any enemy, that 
might at any time rife up againft the intereft of Britain. 
How formidable fuch a junflion might be, now belt ap- 
peared, while we felt the difficulty of contending with him 
alone. Fortunately for us, he had chofen to attack our 
allyi when he could avail himfelf of no fupport from any 
of his, former European, or Aliatic aflbciates; for the French 
were engaged at home, and the Mahrattas and Nizam were 
Joined with us. His ambition had fortunately fo far blind- 
ed him, as to entrap himfelf; for he imagined, knowing 
the orders from England were the reverfe of thofe now 
Bated by gentlemen, (orders to avoid a war as much as 
poffible) knowing that we felt much llreitened in our 
finances, l^e truAed our hands were fo tied up, that this 
was the time to attack with impunity our ally,, whom we 
(hpuld tamely fuffer to be defiroyed ; but unfortunately 
for him, he found the BriciAi fpirit of a different temper. 
Under the fame ambitious fyAem, he was perpetually in 
arms, which obliged us, on our fide, to keep up a conAaiit 
war eAablifliment, upon a frontier of near five hundred 
miles in length. A perpetual war eAablifliment is a fitu- 
ation no nation is equal to, and which mu A in the end 
have rendered nugatory the furplus refoyrces of Bengal, 
even without an invafion ; therefore, I look in the refultof 
this war the removal of two fuch great evils; and I 
^priflder. the expence of it as the purchafe of our future 
pigce and fafety, not only in the reduced power of the 
foe, but in an economical reduced peace eAablifliment. 1 
at the fame time muA mention a Angular circumflance^ 
founded i|i the fbape and relat|ye pofitions of the dominions 
|8f the powers at war, which is, that whatever extenfion 

territory may be acquired, whether to be refisrved for 



' B .-A'. T-.-E A*;'.’-- 

ourfelve^ 0r given np to frfefent pr_ fetort •11^% will ii- 
minilh the^line of our defence ; at any aev lido actpA <^e 
peninfula, fouth w the KiAnah» muft be fiiPrter thaii 'diat 
now forming the boundary 'longitudinally ftom the 
nah to very near Cape Comorin. 

I therefore conclude, by declaring my opinion, that the 
war is not merely juft, but unavoidable ; that, we' &o«td 
InVe been difgraced had we not repelled the attack; n<K 
alone difgraced, but we Ihould have ftiakeo, if not 
ftroyed, every prefent and future alliance ; as by a lefer- 
tion of the principle of fupporting our allies in fair object, 
and leaving tliem expofed to the ufurping anibitum 'mr re- 
fentment of powerful foes, we Ihould juflly deferve to lole 
all thole connedled with us. In addition to thi^ I deem 
the war fortunate in its commencement, political in its pro- 
fecution, and advantageous in its probable iftue ; conle- 
quently I lhall ever vote with all motions that may tend 
to encourage it, and vote againft all motions that may tend 
to difcourage it. 

Mr. FRANCIS replied, that the Hou(e was not to cbnfider 
the declarations of Lord Cornwallis, but his adions ; not 
what he had faid, but what he had done. The papers on the' 
table were authentic documents,, and would Ihew whether die 
words and deeds of the noble Lord were in union, or at vari- 
ance. 

With refpefl to the treatment of the Englilh prifoners by 
Tippoo, it could not be a'ground for the prefent war^ becaufe 
it had been long overlooked ; and that Prince had fince been 
confidered as in amity with Great Britain ; and it was evident, 
from the letter of the noble Earl to the Nizam, that on the 
7th of July 1789, Tippoo was, by 4 hat noble L^himfelf, 
declared to be at peace with the Englifli^ Nothirtg, 'therefoit, 
prior to that date, could now be urged as a ground Ibr war 
witji him ; and that very letter, which confirmed ari offedllii’e 
alliance againft Tippoo, might well be confidered as the reid 
. caufe of a war, for which that Prince had not given any fubfe- 
quent provocation. . 

The qtteftion being put, that the unendment ftanJ piit of 

Voi. XXXII, S 
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the queftion> the fame was carried. The amended motion was 
then put and agreed ta. » 

Colonel PHIPPS rofe, and after a (hort fpeech, rclativjc to 
the conduft of^the Rajah of Chcreca, and a dfcuflion of much 
of the hiftory of the origin of the war, moved : ** That it ap- 
pears/ that the agreement entered into by Lord Cornwallis 
“ with the Nizam, in his letter of the 7th July 1789, the 
** edabliihing a military poll in the Travancore country, aiid 
** the carrying on war againft Tippoo in confpquence of his 
unprovoked aggreflions, are confonant to the wife, mode- 
“ rate, and politic views eftabliflied by the Parliament of 
** Great Britain, as the rule of conduft to be obferved in the 
Britifh fettlements in India.** 

General SMITH obferved, that there were two propofitions 
blended in the refolution, which, in his opinion, ought to be 
feparated. One was the interference of the Englifli in the bu- 
finefs of Travancore ; the other the fubfequent conduft of the 
war. Perhaps different gentlemen might entertain different 
opinions on thefe two points ; and therefore he fuggefted the 
. propriety of feparating them, and making each the fubjedl of a 
diftindl refolution. 

Colonel PHIPPS faid, it was his intention to ftate the whole 
of our fyftem, in oppofition to the whole of Tippoo’s fyftem ; 
and this, in his opinion, would be beft effeSed by a motion 
which fliould conneft the origin of profecuting it. 

Major MAITLAND oppofed the refolution. He faid, that 
even though all th^at had been alledged hitherto in defence of 
the war, was unqueftionably true ; ftill this refolution ought 
not to be carried. A war, the moft juft and politic in its ori- 
gin, might ceafe to be fo, if continued longer than juftice and 
policy required. The Houfe was now called upon to vote, not 
only that the war was juft at its outfet, but that it was fo at 
this very minute, that was to fay, down to the date of the laft 
tlifpatches from India. What documents had the Houfe to 
guide its judgement on the occafion ? Not one. It kne\v, in- 
deed, that overtures for peace had been made by Tippoo ; but 
whether the terms he held out were reafohable or not^ whether 
they were fuch as Lord Cornwallis ought to have made the 
grounds of a treaty or not, or wdiether they were fuch as war- 
ranted a vigorous profecution of the war, rather than a tefla- 
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tion of hoftilities, were circutnftances^ about whlch^ :.the Houfe 
was completely ignorant. To pledge Parliament, thiis pre- 
maturely, was as imprudent and ra(h as it was indecent ; for 
what would be the fltuation of the Hoiife, if it Ihould appear 
liereafter, that Tippoo had offered fuch terms *as Lord Corn- 
wallis ought to have accepted, and that his Lordihip had re- 
je£lcd them ? For his part, he would have expefled a motion 
for; .a cenfure upon Lord Comw^allis, for not having tranfmit- 
led home the propofitions, whatever they were, which Tippoo 
made for peace, rather than a motion for approving of his con- 
duit. The fuppreflion of the particulars of thofc propofilibns 
was one of the mifehiefs arifing from the union of the chief mi- 
litary and civil authority, in, the perfon of Lord Cornwallis, 
which gave him a power too great for any mortal. The mo- 
ment his Lordlliip took the field a government Ihould haye been 
eftablifljed both at Madras and Calcutta, with power to con- 
trol him, in thccondudl of the war: to leave him, a military 
man, foie arbiter of peace or war, was a meafure repugnant 
to every principle of found policy. 

Mr. HIPPISLEY faid, that therl were fome very material 
fiifts and conclufions to be drawn from the correfpondence on 
the table, which had not been noticed on either fide of the 
Houfe. From the correfpondence of Lord Cornwallis, pre- 
ceding the attack of the Travancore lines, it was clear his 
Lordihip had predetermined on war, in fupport of the aggran- 
difement of the Rajah of Travancore, as he exprefsly fays in 
November, two months at lead before he could hear of the at- 
tack of the lines, that if the title of the Dutch to the forts of 
Cranganore and lacottah could be fupported, the transfer of 
thofe places to the Rajah of Travancore flioiild be maintained 
and defended.^ The prior letters of Lord Cornwallis, indeed^ 
feem to fpeak the language of great caution and apprehenfion 
of the confequences of the difpute with Tippoo Sultan ; but 
in this letter of November, his Lordihip throws off all refer- 
vation and apprehenfion, and determines at once to fupport 
the Rajah in his new acquifitions. With refpe£t^o the con- 
^u<St of the Madras Government, under the adminidration of 
Sir A. Campbell, Mr. Hippidey repeated his convidion, that 
the ad of fending the troops was purely defenfive, as far, as it 
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was cdnticAed with Sir A. Campbeirs motives, whofe con* 
du^ had been highly confident and meritorious. The Rajah 
had applied to him for a guard ; it was fent \ he then applied 
for officers to command his provincial battalions, which Sir A» 
Campbell refiifed, affigning good reafons for his refufal, but 
told him, that if he wilhedfor two or three battalions to defend 
his frontiers “on the Eafl; from an attack, they would be granted 
on application. The Rajah apprehended an attack, and wdll 
die might, as it was proved by the papers on the table, and by 
his own confeffioh, fince Sir A. Campbell left the Govern- 
ment, that he had been for two years negociating the purchafe 
of Cranganore, a fort feated in the dominions of Tippoo Sul- 
tan. Gentlemen had been very forward to affign motives to 
Lord Cornwallis to authorife the war ; none of thefe motives, 
however, were accepted or avowed by his Lord (hip ^ but a war 
he determines on, independently of Tippoo’s attack of the Tra- 
vancore lines, on the ground before ftated. With refpeS to 
the letter to the Nizam, Mr. Hippifley faid, he always confi- 
dered it as a mod oiFenfive^letter, and fuch as might reafonably 
have excited juft fufpicion in the mind of Tippoo Sultan, who 
from this moment muft have confidcred himfelf expofed to an 
attack from the Nizam aided by the Britifti troops. When the 
Minifter of the Nizam offered to‘ refeind the nugatory arti- 
cles of the treaties, Lord Cornwallis ought in prudence to have 
embraced the overture ; on the contrary, his Lordfhip recog- 
nizes and confirms thofe very articles, which had drawn re* 
peated cenfurcs from the Dircclors on the Governments who 
framed them, and which were declared to be fubvcrfive of every 
principle of found policy, and of every regulation which had 
been preferibed to thofe governments for regulating their con- 
du£t 'towards the country powers ; Lord Cornv^llis had alfo 
in this letter or treaty, ^^feinded the negative we held on the 
Nizam’s demahd for troops ; even fuggefting to the Nizam in- 
direRly how he might employ them, and farther if, by his 
means, we got poffcffion of Tippoo’s country (though Tippoo 
at that time. Lord Cornwallis exprefsiy fays, had given us ho 
provocation,) ncverthclcfs, we would retain his countiy fo 
conquered, paying the chout to the Mahrattas, and tribute to 
the Nizam. Mr. Hippifley concluded, by obiferving, that 
4 
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thcHs, and many other reafonsequany ftrong, and before (bted^ 
operated wiih him to give a negative to the motion, 

Mr, POWYS obfcrved, that in the fenfc in which he ihould 
vote for the refolution, and in which he pnefamed it had been 
moved, no inconvenience could arife to the Houfe, even though 
it fliould be found hereafter that Lord Cornwallis had reje&ed 
overtures, of peace fuch as it would have been his duty to ac- 
cept. He fliould confider the approbation meant to be conveyed 
by the refolution as confined to the origin of the war, and the 
judgement with which the military operations of it had bec0 
conduced: he would vote for it in this fenfc ; but he did not 
confider himfelf as approving of any part of Lord Cornwallis’s 
condud, relative to which, no documents were then before the 
Houfe. 

Colonel PHIPPS faid, he did not mean to give to the fenli 
of the refolution the narrow limits within which the honour- 
able gentleman intended to confine it. It was his objeft, un- 
equivocally and generally, to approve of every part of Lord 
Cornwallis’s conduft from the period,, when he found himfelf 
provoked , into a war which he wifhed to have been able to 
avoid, down lo the date of the lateil difpatches received from 
him, 

Mr. FOX faid, he would have had no defirc to trouble the 
Houfe to-night, but for the motion which had juft been made 
by an honourable gentleman, and one not lefs improper, in 
his opinion, than unexpected. He therefore, infiead of al- 
lowing it to pafs in filence, felt it his duty to enter his folemn 
protclt againft it in totOy in fubftance as well as in form. As 
to the ambiguity in it, which it had been faid his honourable 
friend had availed himfelf of, he mud obferve, that all ambi- 
guity was now done away, becaufe the honourable mover had 
completely explained the extent to 'which he wilhed it to go, 
and that, he believed, was a greater length th^n any Houfe of 
Commons could very readily admit. His honourable friend 
had vtxy properly alked, whether the approbation it contained, 
Was meant to apply to the origin and commencement of the 
War, or to the carrying on and continuance of it. On. this 
point the Houfe had been told, that it was meant as a com- 
plete approbation of every thing refpeding the war from its 
origin to^ prefent moment ; no one could fuppofe, that he 
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meatlttlie moinent^he was now fpeakingi but down to the 
of the lad information that was received. Now he would 
if there was either reafon, common fenfe, or honedy^ in 
pafling a vote of approbation, not only of the origin and con* 
dudt of the war, as far as they were informed of it j but of 
the continuance of a war, which at bed mud be dedru£livc 
and ruinous in its confequences, when they knew that terms of 
peace had.bcen offered, but on all hands confeffed, that they 
were, perfedlly and completely ignorant of what thofc terms 
were. One honourable gentleman had reafoned in a Orange 
manner, when he allowed that terms had been offered, but as 
they had not been accepted, they mud have been bad terms : 
he would appeal to any man, if this was a reafonable, or a 
becoming way for that Houfe to reafon ; or rather, he W'ould 
declare, that notwithdanding all the great dretches of mini- 
fterial confidence that had become fo new-fangled and falhion- 
able a mode of argument, it could not pofiibly have been ex- 
tended to a greater length than was how attempted. He held 
the lame opinions now that he had always done upon this war ; 
and would ever proted mod folcmnly againd its origin, com- 
mencement, and continuance, as an unjud, impolitic, and 
extravagant war ; and whatever refpeft might be due to the 
honourable gentleman’s opinions on other fubje^dr, he could 
not help laying great drefs upon the .authority of the noble 
Earl himfclf, who had condufted the war ; and he infided, 
that the noble Earl’s opinions^ expreffed unequivocally in his 
letters, bore him out in the judgement he had formed and dated 
to that Houfe, whenever he mentioned either the progrefs or 
pofliblc refult of the war. He would put entirely out of the 
queftion all that had been faid about the Chief of Chcreca, the 
detention and bondage of our prifoners, and the hoftile and 
turbulent difpofition of Tippoo towards this country, for fomc 
time back, which had been much enlarged upon by the ho- 
nourable mover, though he could not fee that it had much to 
do with the quedion before the Houfe ; but when he recurred 
to the fame high authority he had before mentioned, he found 
that no fuch difpofition exided as that with which Tippoo was 
fo often charged ; and finding this to be the cafe, how could 
JH^liden to the charges of infra£lion of treaties fo cominonly 
m^ged againd him^ more efpecially when the Houfe and the 



A. 1792* DEBATES. I.J5 

country were acquainted with the annual declartition which the 
right honourable gentleman who was Minifter for Indian af- 
fairs bad fo often delivered in that Houfc, that there was every 
appearance of peace being eftabliflied on^ a permanent bafis> 
and no likelihood of its being interrupted in thofe regions. If 
this was true, how were they to reconcile that declaration with 
the account now given, thatTippoo had bee,n daily infringing 
on us and our allies, and had been doing fo in fome way 6t 
other for a confidcrablc time. * But Minifters could not, he 
was fure, continue to ufe thofe arguments, or if they did, 
would it add much either to their credit or their popularity ? 
As to the forts of lacottah and Cranganore, that fubjeft had 
been very fully argued laft year, and he would not go over the 
fame ground again farther than as they might be ftatetl as the 
origin of the war. Now let us fee how wc can convert the 
reiult of this purchafe of the Rajah of Travancore from the 
patch, into an aggreffion of Tippoo’s againft our ally, which 
ought to have involved us in a war on pretence of a defcnfive 
treaty with the Rajah. In what manner was the Rajah our 
ally ? Was he in the fame light as Pruflia or the United 
States ? Certainly not. We flood cxadlly upon the footing of 
a Ample general guarantee to the Rajah againfl any attack 
that Tippoo might make upon him. Bwt Tippoo had made 
no attack whatever upon the Travancore country.. On the 
contrary, the Rajah had adually agreed with the Dutch for 
thofe forts, and Tippoo then indeed began to form fome ap- 
prehcnfions that the Rajah and the Dutch were laying their 
heads together for no good purpofe towards him ; it wks there- 
fore natural for him to be put upon his guard ; but flill no- 
thing was done on his part, that ought to have provoked our 
interference, or involved us in a war : therefore not having'juft 
grounds for our proceedings, which were certaihly very unlike 
pacific meafures, we had recourfe to .a (huffling and difgracc- 
ful manoeuvre, by pretending to defend our ally againfl the 
hoflile preparations which Tippoo, in confequence of this 
purchafe, found it nccelTary to make for his own defence, and 
for the purpofe of an attack upon the Rajah of Travancore.; 
that fome fuch manoeuvre w^as praflifed, Teems to have Wn 
^Jic opinion even of “Mr. Powney. 
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If this was the cafe, our condud was as unnecelTary and un* 
it was unprovoked and inexpedient \ andj indeed, if 
tbo reverfe was not abfolutely true, and there was no infornia- 
tion that could lead us to think it was, did we not e^cpofe our- 
felves, in the eyes%f all the world, as dupes — mod ridiculoi^ 
Stipes, to the Dutch, in thisbufinefs ? In all that he had ar- 
gued on this point, he was borne through by the reafoning of 
Lord Cornwallis himfelf, in the papers on the table, which 
completely admitted and fupported the ftaternent he had given. 
The next queftion came to be, whether the Dutch had a right 
to fell, or the Rajah to buy, thofe forts ? but however that 
point might ftand, he contended, when a power, with whom 
wc had a fiinple dcfcnfivc alliance, chofe to make any purchSfc 
.from another power, without confulting us, or rather m direOl 
contradidion to our wifhes, wc were in no ways bound to enter 
into any difpute, or involve ourfelves in any war, that mig it 
be the confequcnce of that purchafe. Could any man of com- 
moii'ienrc think other wife ? could fuch a doftrine be admitted in 
Europe? certainly it never could. 

The cafe of Gibraltar had been ftated on a former day, and 
be would {late another cafe. Would any man, be faiJ, pre- 
tendy that if France had a defendve ally, and had piirchafcd 
the Auftrian Netherlands, that this country and the United 
States would not jiiftly take the alarm, and attack France? Jf 
a defenfive alliance was confidered as extending farther than 
the defence of the natural and proper dominions of the Prince 
with whom fuch alliance was made, better he (hould fay, 
would it be for any country never to enter into any defenfive 
alliance. If the King of Pruflia, for inftance, had bought Oc - 
aakow of the Turks, would it have been thought by thiscoun- 
trjWa fit ground for us to goto war with Ruilia ? Mr. Fox rea- 
foned as to Lord Cornwallis’s letter to the Nizam, and con- 
tended the divifion of Tippod’s territory therein ftated, was a 
fufiScient indication of hoflile intentions on the part of Lord 
Cornwallis. If this country were to know, that France in 
concert with Spain, had projected a divifion of the pofTcflions 
of G<i^Britain in the Weft Indies, had given Jamaica in con- 
tp Spain, and had in like manner determined to dif- 
pofe qF tiier dther iflahds, he afked, would this country bear 
fuch an infult ? Moft certainly we would think it a juft caufe 
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6f war. Why then were we to expe£l that Tippoo would took 
on Lord Cornwallis’s letter to the Nizam in a more favour- 
able point of view? The Rajah of Travancorc had got the 
forts, the Nizam was to have his chout, anti the Mahrattas 
their pefhcufli ; and this was a point, which, though our al 
lies did not wilh to ftipulate for, yet our regard for them made 
us infift upon it, as if we had a greater regard for their intc- 
rcHs than they themfelves had. With regard to the treaties oi 
1766 and 1768, he confidered the revival of them as more in- 
fiilting, than if we had entered into a new treaty. He repealed, 
what was evidently Lord Cornwallis’s opinion of thew^ar, that 
however fuccefsfiil, it mud be attended with ruinous confe- 
quences to the Company’s finances. lie reprobated the ac 
quifition of territory, as a caufe of war ; and likewife, the 
idea, that this was the proper time to take advantage of Tip- 
poo Sultan’s fituation in order to crutli his power, when his 
ally, the French, were unable to alTift him. With regard to 
what had been faid as to prifoners detained by Tippoo, that 
alone, if true, was a juft and proper caufe for going to war ; 
but whether the fafts were exaggerated, or not, he could not 
fay ; however, if true, they fhould have been avenged long 
ago. Revenge for injuries long paft was a caufe whicli he never 
would fnbmitto 5 there were fome, indeed, who thought 

** A brave revenge could never come too late.” 


But it was a fentiment altogether unworthy of a great nation. 
The violence of paflion, and the infirmities of our nature, 
made individuals feck revenge ; but though an individual might 
be guided by prejudice and violence of temper, it became a 
great nation to be led by principle, and not by paflion. Re- 
venge, which in the cafe of an individual, could only be exte 
nuated as proceeding from a fudden impulfe, in the cafe of a 
whole people, w^as altogether unjuft ifiable. If the principle 
of private revenge was contemptible and deteftable, public was 
certainly much more fo. As to the policy of the war, he had 
always argued againft it at the oiitfet, but ftill more againft its 
continuance, particularly as it was know n that terms of peace 
had been offered, and rejcdled, though they who were about to 
vote their^^robation of carrying on this war were totally ig- 
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norant of tvhat thofe terms were. His honourable friend had 
been afked why he did not bring forward his other motion ; but 
while all farther information was withheld, it would have been 
improper for hFm to have done it. He was pleafed that in fome 
degree to-night the meafure had been debated without introdur- 
ing the charafters of individuals^ which was right, though in 
all former debates on this fubjecl, whenever blame was imputed 
to the meafure, it had been oppofed upon the ground of cha- 
rader, which formed no defence, and a very unfair mode of 
arguing. He wilhed to put a queftion to Minifters at home, 
and to afk where. the orders came from? He did not talk of 
Lord Cornwallis ; why need he, when Minifters of the India 
Board here lake refponfibdity to themfeh es ? and no man in 
that Houfc, or out of it, who knew his temper, or difpofitlon, 
w ould attribute to him any wdfh or inclination to attack abfent 
Generals or abfent Minifters, who had no opportunity of de- 
fending themfelves ; it w^as therefore to thofe at home that he 
addrefled Iiimfelf. Having faid thus much, he thought himfclf 
entitled to make fome obfcrvaiions upon the noble Lord’s fitu- 
ation, which he always had thought, and of late more than 
ever, was a fituation in which no man, how ever high his cha- 
raftcr, if pofleifed of all the talents and abilities that a mortal 
could enjoy, ought to be placed ; and to this lituation, over 
which there \vas no control whvitevcr of any kind, he imputed 
the concealment of the terms that had been offered for a peace 
with Tippoo, and until they were known no man in that 
Houfe, or in this country, could approve of continuing the 
war. He gave it as a decided opinion, that when Lord Corn- 
w^allis look the field, there ought to have been a civil Govern- 
ment eftablifticd at Bengal, and another at Madras ; he did not 
mean that there was no government there, but that there ought 
to have been a government, with effcftual powers, to judge of 
the progrefs of the war, and to which thofe who conduced ir, 
might have been rcfponfible. Combining the civil and mili- 
tary powrers in one man, refponfible to no otlier power in the 
couptry where he a^led, he would always condemn as dangcr- 
,ous, and would declare, that whoever w’as inverted with it, 
was pofTefTcd of a power infinitely too great to be entrufted to 
any mortal ; it tended to corrupt the mind, and render it un- 
equal to thofe exertions which it might, in other fituations, be 
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capable to perform. Upon all thofc grounds, he would only 
add, that his duty to his conilitiients, and the people of Eng- 
land, led him to exprefs his oppofition to the motion, which as 
fomuch liad already been faid on the fubjeft, he would not prefs 
farther upon the Houfe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that before he troubled the 
Houfe with the few obfervations he had to fubmit on the fub- 
jeft itfelf, he muft make a few with regard to the manner in 
which gentlemen on the other fide had (hifted their ground, 
upon the difeuffion of the point now to be debated. If cha- 
radcr could be a fliield — if courage and abilities could be a 
prote 61 ion from any attack, there never did cxifl, for honour 
or for virtue, a more complete anfwer to all than the character 
of Lord Cornwallis \ but where there was any thing to anfwer 
without the proteftion offuch a fliield, fuch was thedifpofition 
of his honourable friend (Mr. Dundas), that he would not avail 
himfelf of that advantage, but would come forward boldly, and 
meet the attack himfelf. 

The prefent motion now brought forward regarded the ori- 
gin of the war In India, and the ground on which it was un- 
dertaken ; but on the firft day of this feffion, when that quef- 
tion came from that fide of the Houfe, on the other there was 
adopted a fyftem of criticifm and feverity upon the condudl of 
certain military officers The charadter of thofe who were 
fighting, and perhaps bleeding, for their country, had been 
moft fcverely attacked. On that occafion, his right honour- 
able friend had very juftly faid, “ If you will difeufs this fub- 
“ jedl, difeufs it on ks own merits, and contend with thofe 

who arc prefent ; difeufs the merits of the war in India from 

the papers now upon the table, and point your attack againft 
“ us, who are here to anfwer you, and who avow ourfelves re- 

fponfible for the commencement of this war.’* What then 
was the courfe they took ? Inflead of taking the fubjeil up in 
this fair and manly way, they had reference to the letter of Lord 
Cornwallis to the Nizam, and making that the firft ground of 
their attack, they then implicated the conduft of Lord Corn- 
wallis in this tranfa&ion, and mixed it with all the oppro- 
brious terms they were plcafed to ufc againft that wa/ ; and 
then, when it was refuted, they infinuated, that from that let- 
ter it would appear that there was a difpofition in Lord Com- 

T 2 
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wallis to do fomethingin oppontion to what he faid on that 
fuhjedl; and that in point of fa£I he was feeking a quarrel, 
'and devifing means to commence hoftilities againfl Tippoo. 
Could any man be furprifed, if he faid that he confidered 
this as a charge againft the charafler of Lord Cornwallis ? 
In that light it was beheld, in that light it was repelled, in 
that light it was argued, in that light it was refuted, in 
that light it was rejected by the fenfe of the Houfe, as* it 
Ought to have been. 

The right honourable gentleman who fpoke laft began by 
faying that he fhould proteft againft the form, the matter, 
the manner, and the fubftance of the prefeiit motion. Now, 
as to its form and its manner, he hoped the Houfe would 
fee no objedlion* What was the form of its being moved ? 
Had they called on the Houfe to decide before they knew 
what had palTed on this war, and tlierefore the Houfe fliould 
not give their fanflion to the prefen t motion? No fuch 
thing. He called on them for nothing more than to follow 
the form, the matter, the manner, and every thing but 
the fuhilance, of a motion already made and ftrenuoufly fup- 
ported by gentlemen 011 the other fide of tlie Houfe; namely, 
a motion for cenfure. If, therefore, they thought them- 
felves in pofleffion, on that occafion, of fufficient materials for 
cenfure, there fliould certainly be admitted tliat the fubjedi: 
was fit for invefrigation, and therefore they would give 
thofe who differed from them in opinion leave to urge their 
opinions, and to exprefs them according to their feelings. 

As to the point which had been urged with fo much reli- 
ance of fuccefs in point of argument, the carrying on of 
the war after propofals or terms of peace had been offered 
fince the commencement of hoftilities, he muft fay, that 
the obfervation did not apply to ilie prefent cafe, for the 
points here to be confidered were the origin of the war, aiid 
the condudl of it, as appeared by the papers on the table. 
Gentlemen were pleafed to fay, that terms of peace had been 
offered on the part of Tippoo— To which he begged leave 
to fay, No fuch thing.” — There were no official accounts 
that were not now on the table, and it did not appear by 
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them, that terms of peace had been offered. He had no in- 
formal ion of fuch terms — He knew of none — ^True it was 
that Tippoo had fent vakeels to treat for peace, but without 
explaining the conditions upon which he propofed to con* 
elude it; and on the whole, we had reafo^ to believe, it was 
his objedl to feparate us and our allies in India. There be* 
ing tlien no terms, as far as we knew, of peace offered on 
any condition that wc could honourably accept, the natural 
and fair conclufion was, from all the circumftunces of the 
cafe, and moll particularly from the charafler of Lord 
Cornwallis, that no honourable terms for peace had been 
offered to him, and by him rejefled. But did the refolutioil 
now before the Houfe fay that he fliould carry on the war, 
notwithftanding any terms of peace that may have been of- 
fered ? By no means ; it only approved of the origin of the 
war on our part, and of the continuance of it, as far as we 
at this time have any knowledge of the circumftances with 
which ii had been attended. 

Having made thefe ol fervations on the matter, the man- 
ner, and the form of this motion, he then came to. what ap- 
peared to him to be the fubilance of the cafe, and the foun- 
dation of llic whole difpute between them, namely, the point 
of aggreffion. Suppefing it to be admitted that the Rajah 
of Travancore liad a right to buy Cranganore — Suppoling 
that the Dutch had a right to fell — Supponrig the purchafe 
to have been completed — Suppofmg the Rajah of Travancore 
to be our ally, and that an attack was made on Cranganore 
by lippoo, and, finally, that Tippoo had no rational 
ground of fufpicion, the point then would be quite clear 5 
and thofe who agreed with him in opinion that 'Fippoo had 
no rational ground for fufpicioo, would be convinced of the 
propriety of the war on our partj becaufe the attack on ♦^he 
part of Tippoo was wanton, and becaufe that attack w:if 
made upon our ally, fuch honourable gentlemen would ac- 
cede to the motion now before the Houfe. 

Thefe were clear grounds, and they were grounds that 
had been argued repeatedly, and on wliich the Houfe had 
already decided. They had already declared tlieir opinion 
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tliat there was no provocation to Tippoo to juftify his at- 
tack on our ally, but having made it, we were as much 
bound by our treaty in that part of the world as by any 
other in any Court in Europe to defend .the rights of our 
ally, for our own honour, for the fake of the Britilh name, 
and the Britifli nation ; for he was convinced that our in- 
tereft, and the fafety of our poflellions, required our inter- 
ference on this occafion. 

Much ftrefs had been laid on tlie point, that the pur- 
chafe of a place, which may be the objedt of a war, is to 
involve the allies of the purchafer in that war ; and for 
this purpofe the right honourable gentleman had been 
pleafed to allude to Oczakow, and had fuppofed that had 
it been fold by the Porte to Pruffia, there would have been 
an end to all the difeuffion on the late armament, upon 
the point of preferving the balance of power; that the 
queAion of purchafe of a fortrefs, capable of being ufed 
oftenfively, might involve us in a war. The truth was, 
that here there was a little variation from the fadf, for 
that Oczakow was in the poflelEon of Ruflla, and that 
from that poflelTion His Majefty’s Minifters were, under 
all the circumftanccs of that cafe, of opinion, that the 
balance of power might eventually be afFcdlcd, if the Ruf- 
fian arms were not oppofed; this obfervation was a little 
better than any of theexcufes which Tippoo made for his 
condudl, and juft as good as the other arguments, which 
gentlemen, in this country, were pleafed to affign for him 
in that Houfe. 

The letter of Lord Cornwallis he confidered as nothing 
more than a proper explanation of a doubtful claufe of a 
former treaty, and that it was only fo intended by Lord 
Cornwallis, and that it was conformable to the fpirit of 
the law of nations, and was fuch as agreed with the fub- 
fequent orders of Parliament. 1 he letter proved, that 
Lord Cornwallis was not defirous of war, but was incli- 
ned to peac?, and he would maintain, that this divifion of 
territory, by this purchafe, could not reafonably excite 
the iealoufy of Tippoo. He faid, he was not afraid to 
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reft the whole cafe on that fimple ilTuc, and he was ready 
to difeufs that abllraft point, provided it was done with 
decency ; he would appeal to the fenfe of the Houfe— -to 
any man in it, or out of it, on this fubjeft, and reft 
the whole on the plain fenfe of the cafe, taking the origin 
of the war, the policy of the war, and the charafter of 
Lord Cornwallis, who had the conduft of it, into confi- 
deratlon. He believed there would be no difficulty in 
coming to a conclufion on that point ; as to the idea of 
the danger of our approving here what might, perhaps, 
turn out to be ruinous to our charafter in India hereafter, 
there was a high probability that we ftiould have favour- 
able intelligence from that quarter, before there was any 
chance of any account arriving there of the effcdl of the 
deliberations of that Houfe upon the fubjefl:; and there- 
fore, upon that topic, he ftiould fay nothing ffirther. 

With regard to the prefent power of France in India, he 
would freely confefs, that he hoped this nation was much too 
noble in its fpirit to avail itfelf for a moment, or cherifli a 
wifti to avail itfelf, in fo unmanly a manner, of the diftrefles 
of ll*at kingdom, to build on that diftrefs our own aggrandife- 
ment ; but if we had fecn that there was a policy to diftrefs, 
and perhaps deftroy the intcreft of the Britifti power in In- 
dia ; if we knew that fome time fince, and at this moment 
had rcafon to believe that Tippoo had combined with the 
power of France for the purpofe of deftroy ing all our power 
in India, wc ftiould be led to fay that the continuance of our 
power there was not to be ftated as the effeft of their forbear- 
ance, or as a piece of good fortune in any other way than the 
kind interpofition of the providence of heaven in our favour. 
It was the protedion of Providence^ that preferved the jufticc 
of the caufe of this country from falling a facrifice to the 
power of France in India. They could not now difturb us 
there, and therefore we ftiould certainly not now be negli- 
gent of our rights at this moment. Hereafter, if they ftiould 
rife into fplendor, it might become their policy to ufc all their 
endeavours to deftroy all our power in India, and follow 
their former feheme of aggrandifement and ambition ! 
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V 

Mr* FOX faid, Never fliall this reprefenutlon of what 
** I fay pafs unnoticed by me. Allufion has been made to 
the firft day of the prefent fellion, and to what was then 
faid on this fulyeft on that day. We are charged with 
having entered into a critical inquiry into the charafter of 
** honourable and abfent officers. Who introduced it ? — 
Who called for this inquiry ? — The gentlemen on the 
** other fide infifted on our beftowing praife, when we in 
our hearts believed it was not deferving. They infifted 
** on our becoming critics upon the fubjeft which they in- 
** troduccd. I'hey aflced, dcfired, dem.anded my opinion. 

They now blame ;me for giving it freely ! Whatever the 
** Houfc may think Upon this war, I hope they wull fee w^c 
'' could not .abfiain from giving an opinion. It was a free, 
an honeft, and candid opinion. Whoever afferts otherwife, 
** or infinuates it was not fo, afierts what does not become a 
man of fentiment, gencrofity, or honour.** 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. “ I did think that the gentle- 
** men on that fide of the Hoiife did attack the charafter of 
abfent officers upon materials not then before the Houfe, 
or before the Public. What the matter w'as, I do not 
V know^ They have now retraced. I am glad they do fo ; 

1 had rather thofe obfervations- ftiould come from them, 
“ than from any one of tliofe in whofc conduft I am inte- 
refted.” 

Mr. FOX. " Again I muft and will appeal to the recol- 
leftion of this Houfe. I afk whether they did not call 
** for, provoke, demand our criticlfm? Whether, if we are, 
they did not make us critics r** 

Mr. PITT. Where the blame lies, there only let it 
** be. I lhall alTert, as often as it fliall be neceflary to aflert, 
** that there was an attack made on the charaSer of abfent 
“ officers.”, 

Mr. FOX. I do not attack the charaftcr of any man. 
I gave my opinion freely, becaufe the other fide called for 
thedifeuffion.** 

Mr. FINCH faid, that pains had been taken that day to 
poifon the mind of an illuftrious perfoaage. 


2 
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I^r. FOX, without rifing, coilo^ially laid, t do hot 
** underftandhim.” 

Mr. TAirLQR wifiied to kndW to what the hotiocitable 
gentleman alluded, when he faid, ** poifon the ear o^ an il- 
^ luftrious pcrfonage. ” 

No anfwer was given. 

The queftion was then put on Colonel Phipps’s mottoh, 
and Carried. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

TkurJdaj, ii^th March. 

The Houfe In a Committee on the Greenland Filhcry 
bill, went through the fame, with amendments, the report 
of which was ordered to be received on Tuefday next. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT prefented the New Foreft bill, 
which was read the firft time, and ordered to be read a fe* 
cond time on Monday next. 

'Ilie Houfe adjourned. 

Friday, y>th March. 

The order of the day was read for the Houfe to go into a 
Committee on the Nati nal Debt bill. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT laid, before the Houfe went into 
the propofed Committee, it was proper for him to ftate, that 
fcveral alterations and provifions had been thought neceffary 
to be made in that bill, and to difcufs which, it appeared to 
him that, in regularity, a previous Committee Ihould dif- 
cufs thofe alterations ; for which reafon he meant to move, 
that this bill be re-committed. He then went into a detajl 
of the principle, nature, and extent of the bill \ and having 
done fo, begged that gentlemen who differed from him in 
opinion, would ftate fairly and fully what their obje£tions 
w'ere. There were two. objefts which this bill embraced ; 
the firft was, to follow up the fyftem laid down by the Com- 
mittee in 1786, the redudtion of taxes, by an application of 
fpme part of the furplus towards eafing the public of taxes, 
and the remainder to be applied to the fund for extinguifii- 
ing the national debt ; the next was, to adopt fome penna- 
Voi.. XXXII. U 
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ncnt fyftem for providing againft future debts, that mighybe 
unavoidable, from the exigencies of the times, after allowing 
the mHlion ycarly, which by the biU 0(1786, was chargeable 
out of the confolidated fund, and all the other expences of 
the year. He went over great part of what he ftated very 
much at large in his fpeech on the opening of the budget, 
with regard to buying up (lock, and redeeming annuities, 
as they became redeemable. He adverted to the high price 
of the funds, owing to the prefent flourifliing (late of the 
country, and which confpired to make it eafier for the coun- 
try to buy up the four per cents, and in time to come at the 
five per cents, when the ftipulated quantity of the national 
debt wasadiially paid off. 

He then ftated,- that the furplus of the prefent year, after 
allowing the annual million, and a!! other dedudions, had 
enabled us to appropriate 2oo,oool. towards paying the na- 
tional debt, and as much towards relieving the people from 
taxes. This he confidered, in fome degree, a furplus that 
might be expefied in future years, and when the purpofes 
for which the lottery was eftablilhed were accoinpliflied, 
300,000!. more might be appropriated in the fame manner. 

. He went through a long chain of figures and calculation, to 
explain w'hat time the annual million would arrive, by ac- 
cumulating intcreft, to four millions yearly, which was the 
objedof the bill in 1786, and of which the prefent ftate of 
the country feemed to give him good hopes. The next point, 
which he took to be of very great importance, was, that a 
permanent fyftein fliould be adopted to prevent the efFeds of 
future debts, and to eftablifh the operation of the finking 
fund, even if, by fome fmiller accident, it became neceflary 
to make any new loan before the objed of the bill in 1786 
was accomplilhed. The period which was thought of for 
the accompliftiment of that bill, was the year 1809. What, 
therefore, was his intention, he could fliortly ftate thus : — 
That there Ihould be fome uniform fyftem’ adopted for pay- 
ing off any loan which neceflity might require to be made, 
vifithout ftopping the eifeds of the original bill. 

To do this, in his opinion, the fum to be raifed to pay the 
intereft of any fuch loan ftiould bear a proportioato ^ aiaount 
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of the debt incurred, and the time when it ought to be paid, 
according to the plan laid down for paying olF the debt exifting 
in 1786, which he believed W'as a term of forty-fix years— to 
do this, he thought one hundredth part of the capital borrowed 
would be fufficient to be raifed from the country on fuch emer- 
gencies ; for inftance, fuppofing it w^as neceffary to obtain by 
loan ten millions, ioo,oool. mud be raifed in addition to the 
2bo,*o'ooI. of annual furplus appropriated for taking off taxes to 
pay the intereft of this loan at 3 per cent. ; however, this was 
dating the loan at a higher rate than it probably would be 
yet if it did happen, he thought that eafing their condiments of 
fome part of their burdens immediately, would make them 
more ready to come forward at any future period, when it 
might be necefiary toimpofe taxes upon them, efpecially when 
by continuing the fydem of 1 786, the burden would only be 
temporary. He made fome obfcrvalio'ns upon the probability 
of lowering the intereft of money one, or even one-half per 
cent., and ftated that by purfuinghis fyftcm, the public credit 
would be raifed, and the profperity of the country, as to ma- 
nufaflurcs and commerce, fuch as to give fanguinc hopes of 
fuccefs in the grand objed in view, the reduftion of the na- 
tional debt. 

Mr. FOX faid, he thought he undcrftf*oJ the right honour- 
able gentleman as he had explained himfelf to the Houfe, and 
Re freely o^vned he could not bring himfelf to agree with his 
conclufions upon any of his points, except the firft. There 
were three points into which the fubjed branched, and on 
which this bill depended. One w^as, the term at which the in- 
tereft of the annual niiliion, or furplus, was to ctafe with re- 
gard to its application. The fecond was the mode of the future 
application of it. And the third yvas the term of future loans. 
Upon the firft he had fome doubt, but he thought he could 
bring himfelf to agree to it ; but for the other two, he muft 
confefs he could not. In the firft place, he could not under- 
ftand upon what principle was the provifion of this bill. He 
did not fee that we, who had this very feflion thought fit to 
apply part of our furplus to the redu6tion of taxes, fhould not 
leave it to a future Parliament to make the fame difpofal of 
their furplus. Had we not now applied two hundred thoufand 
pounds for the rcdiidion of tjixes ? When the debt is great* 

U % 
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snd when the finkinj; fund is (mail) he^ who^ on that inAairu^e, 
had thought that the furplus, whenever iive had any, (bould be 
appropriated to the reduSion of the debt) and could not alTent 
to its being applied to the prefent taking off of taxeS) in pre- 
ference to that objeft, but had aflTented to the taking off of 
thefe taxeS) merely bccaufe he faw that the whole furplus would 
not be employed in the redudion of the debt ; iic, who had 
entertained thefe fentimcnts, could not aflent to this fyftem^ 
which might poflibly apply to the ftalc of this country, when 
the debt might be lefs, and yet, from fre(h loans, to fupport a 
wafi the burdens might be greater, as there feemed in fiich a 
plan to be neither juftice nor wifdom. Indeed, the principle in 
point of legiflation appeared to him to be exceptionable. He 
could not fay he approved of the principle, which made ad of 
Parliament for the regulation of ad of Parliament. It always 
appeared to him to be contrary to the true fpirit of legiflation, 
that one Parliament ihould dired what another Parliament 
lhall do, or that we (hould, by what appeared to us to be 
wife and juft, bind our pofterity to agree v ith us in opinion, 
or at leaft command them to follow our example. It does 
** not appear to me,” faid Mr. Fox, “ that you at this time 
fhould fay, that you know better what (hould be done with 
circumftances that may arife, than thofe who ihall at the 
time know and feel them. I do not think that the confti- 
tution of England is fo far decayed, but that at a future day 
** the people may be as well reprefented as at this; I hope, 
“ that hereafter there will be men as virtuous as you — as pa- 
** trioiicas you— as well difpofcdlo ferve their conftituents as 
** you — as wife as you, and I hope wifer, bccaufe wifdom is 
in a ftatc of progreflion. Knowing nothing of the future, 
** and allowing pofterity to have that knowledge, how can I, 
upon a general principle, agree ta a fyftem that (hall bind 
them to perform any particular ad, knowing the nature of 
** it at that time much better than I can poflTibly do ? This is 
qnc general objedion which occurs to me upon this fubjed.** 
He then pointed out the feveral inconveniences that might arife 
from this fyftem, from the urgency of raiflng money upon a 
temporary occafion, and the immediate proyifion which would 
beta be made for the proportionate redudion of tha^fum, at 
a time when the fpurces of revenue xnight perhaps not be the 
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fame as they wm at prefent, and when many eonllderationi 
might induce pofterity to repeal (orofi of thepn^ from fentiments 
pS morality, or for other reafons. As to the lottery, (though, 
,by the bye, he did not oppofe occafional lotteries) whatever 
the right honourable gentleman valued it ftt, he did hot fuppofe 
that he meant to ftate it as a permanent revenue. However, 
then, we might ftand when this loan came to be made, and 
with refpeS to the diftance of time, whether two years or ten 
years hence, the argument held equally good. Money muft 
be raifed to pay the intereft of this loan of xo,poo,oooK which 
muft at leaft be 300,000!., fo that the 2oo,oool. laid afide for 
^taking off taxes, muft again be taken from the people, and 
taxes laid on to the amount of xoo,oool. more than they are 
now ; fo that their conftituents will be more burdened, at n . 
time when the national debt isdiminiihed, and when the fink* 
ing fund is much greater, comparatively fpeaking, than it is 
now, when we are reducing taxes. For inftance, without 
wiihing to go to precilion in figures, fuppofe our finking fund 
to beat this time 1,300,000!., our income 17,000,000!., and 
our national debt 200,000,000!., taking this for our prefent 
fituation, then it muft be allowed that, by the operation of the 
original bill, at fome future period, when the debt (hall be 
only 190,000,000!., and the finking fund and annual income 
proportionably increafed, we find that when' our national debt 
is lefs, our burdens, in the event of a loan, will be greater ; 
and though our finking fund is enlarged, and our aunual in- 
come increafed, yet we (ball be obliged to lay taxes on our 
conftituents to the amount of ioo,oool. more than at this mo- 
ment, when we are iuclincd to relax from taxation, without 
being able to give, in his opinion, any fubftantial reafon for 
it. He contended that it always had been, and ftill ought to 
be, the general policy of this country, to apply the furplus of" 
the revenue, whatever it might be, to the finking fund for 
paying off the national debt. With regard to what had been 
faid of public credit, and the great advantages which the coun- 
try would have in making future loans, he confidered that to 
be all matter of mere fpeculation ; as fuch he would not enter 
into it, becaufe the Legiflature of the time, whenever it might 
come, muft have a better and more accurate knowledge of the 
then exifting circumHances, apd gf cggrfp be more able to make 
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the proper terms for the urgency of the occalion. As to the 
difference which had often been (tated between a furplus arifing 
from the revenues appropriated to pay the annual million, and 
a furplus arifing from any other fource of our revenues, he could 
only fay that it was a* diftinSion without a difference. With 
regard to annuities, he faid that a loan obtained by granting 
long annuities, was always more unfavourable than one ob- 
tained on perpetuity ; and as to (bort annuities, many in that 
Honfe knew what was the confequcnce of borrowing money 
in that way During the late war, the terms were greatly 
worfe than upon any other condition. He then declared his 
difapprobatioh of the bill, and could not a\;oid faying, that it» 
feemed to be brought in merely as an atonement for the rafli 
Rep which tlie Minifter had taken by reducing taxes at a time 
when he ought to have appropriated his furplus to the finking 
fund. He contended that this was relaxing from the general 
fyftem of finance, which had been fo much mentioned as ne- 
celfary to carry through the fyftem of the bill in 1786, and 
having done fo for momentary popularity, Minifters were de- 
termined to bind up, by every pofiible cord and tic, thofc who 
Came after them from ailing as their wifdom or knowledge 
might didate at the time. He made feveral remarks upon 
paying off the four per cents, by borrowing money, and con- 
cluded by recurring to what he had formerly faid of enailing 
laws to bind down their pofterity, who certainly mud be bet- 
ter judges of what ought to be done in their own times. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT declared that he was exceedingly 
glad to have heard the right honourable gentleman’s fentiments ; 
and that differing as they did from his own upon the fubjeil, 
they ferved to confirm him in the opinion he had before formed 
in his own mind of the propriety and policy of the meafure then 
under confideraiion. With regard to what the right honour- 
able gentleman had faid towards the latter end ofhis fpeecb, he 
had by no means held as a ground of the bill, that future legi- 
llatiires would be lefs wife, or lefs competent to provide for 
the occafions of the times than the prefeht. In the fenfe that 
the prefent bill coufd be reafonably deemed legiflating for pof- 
teaity, every permanent law that ever had paffed, might be con- 
as having tliat effeft. The bill, he begged leave to fay, ' 
Hi the Icgiflature in the predicament that every other perma- 





A. 1792. DEBATE S# 

nent a£l left it in ; for it was the meaning of every fuch to 
operate, until a fucceeding Legiilature (hould think proper, 
after due deliberation, to repeal it. What was there unconfti- 
tutional, he would, afk, what was there improper, what was 
there unwife in this? If Parliament ought not to be left open 
in the manner provided by the bill, he was at a lofs to conceive 
why that had not been faid at the paffing of the bill of 1786 ? 
He contended that the bill would further the objeft of the bill of 
1786, and give additional vigour to the fyftcm therein laid 
down, by accelerating the period when they could give con- 
ftant and annual relief to the people, by leffening their burdens, 
and taking off taxes. The right honourable gentleman, he 
obTerved, had dated, that in times of peace and profperity they 
rSight be allowed to take off taxes, but in times of exigence 
and calamity, they muft be forced to impofe frclh taxes. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that the prefent profperity, 
of the country gave them the means of arriving at the period 
of continuing annually to takeoff taxes earlier, than they could 
have expefted they (hould have been able to arrive at, when 
they paffed the bill of 1786, He owned he felt that they had 
done a great deal in eilablifhing a finking fund, for the pur- 
pofe of reducing the national debt ; but he faid he did not think 
they had done enough, unlefs they provided means to prevent 
its inordinate accumulation in future. They would, in his 
opinion, omit a duty if they did not give to the finking fund a 
permanent law, to encourage its continuance, and if additional 
arguments were wanting, that of doing away the necelfity of 
the fubjet^ being agitated from time to time, and removing 
any temptation to defeat its operation to future Legillatures, 
would, he conceived, amply fupply it. The making fome pro- 
vifion with this view, he was perfuaded, would carry with 
it much of the public opinion, which could not but confi- 
, derably tend to alfid the effedl of the plan, and render it ef- 
ficient. 

Mr. FOX rofe to explain, declaring that moft of what he 
(hould offer would be ftridlly in explanation. He faid, that 
furely the right honourable gentleman could not mean to be 
unJerftood that the prefent bill would accelerate the fyftcm.— 
He fliould be glad to hear that ftatci - Mr. fox then explained 
on what princ iples he had fou^ided his pwn argument, acknowv 
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ledging that he had reckoned merely on the annual addition of 
200, cool, to the annual million, without allowing for the lot- 
tery, for the reafons that he had dated. He adhered to his ar- 
gument as to the impropriety of legiflatihg for poderity ; and 
faid, he was aware t^t the operations of feveralafls . of Parlia- 
ment took place on contingencies ; but what he objedted to 
was, palling aii a 3 Which provided, that when a future Legi- 
flatiire (hould legiflate on the fame fubjedt, that then the enadl- 
ments of a former dattite thould have fuch and fuch an effedt. 
Mr. Fox judified his arguments of that day on the ground of 
duty, and declared, that no man has a right, from what he 
had faid, to confider him as adverfe to the payment of the na- 
tional debt ; whatever might be thought of his prudence or hi|^ 
wifdom, his condudl both in and out of office had certainly not 
judified any fuch idea, as he had unifornily been forward in ad- 
vifing rather to continue and^even to create taxes with a view 
to edablilh a fund for the redudion of the debt, than not (lea- 
dily to purfue that objedt. He mentioned that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had made a loan fince the palfing of the bill 
of 1786. It was, he faid, to be fure, a loan by Tontine, but 
it would be forty-fix years before it would be difeharged. He 
concluded that, he did not know any thing elfe that required 
explanation, or called for remark ; but he (hould like to knbw 
how the provilions in that bill could be dated, as tending to ac- 
celerate the effedl of a plan# which it appeared to him rather caU 
ciilated to delay. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT declared, that he had not faid that 
the bill tended to accelerate the difeharge of the national debt, 
but that there was not one word in it, that retarded any thing 
that might be the object of any preceding bill, that might have 
paiTed. The Chancellor begged to fay a word or two on a part 
of the right honourable gentlemail’s fpeech, that particularly 
called for comment, viz. that he was not lefs fanguine than he 
was for the difeharge of the national debt. He was free to con- 
fels that the right honourable gentlemah had in the prefeht fef- 
IVon, efpecially, (Hewn hitnfelf anxious for that objed, by his 
arguments agaiiod' appropriating any part of the exiding fur- 
plus, but he had on former occalions held other language, and 
as the right honourable gentteman had pointedly obferved upon 
Us loanin't786, before a y man knew that the date of the 
2 
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wuntry would prove fo profperous as it had fince very fortu- 
nately doncy he muft take the liberty of mentioning a loan of a 
much greater fize, the Spanifh loan of three millions and up* 
wards. 

Mr. FOX gave his rcafons for not mentioning the Spanifli 
loan which was not difapproved by him, though the affair was 
terminated by a convention peace on terms that, he faid, he 
Certainly did not deem proper or good enough for the country. 
Mr. Fox again explained how far he thought the prefent bill 
would accelerate the difcharge of the national debt, viz. 
as far as the 400,000!. appropriated this feflion went. He de- 
clared^ he thought it his duty to ftatc what he had done, that he 
had ever maintained the neceffity of eftabliflbing a fund for ’re- 
ducing the national debt, and maintained it as ftrongly during 
the very Ihort time that he had the honour to fit on the other 
fide of the Houfe, as during the time that he had the honour to 
fit where he then was. He did not mean to fay that he had 
been as inllrumental in enforcing his opinion as the right ho- 
nourable gentleman ; he had not had the power to do fo, but 
he wiflied it as warmly. 

After farther explanations on both fides, 

Mr. FOX confefied he had midaken the right honourable 
gentleman in one particular, viz. in the appropriation of the 
intereft of the funds bought up with the 400,000!. 

Mr. CATOR argued the principle of tying down the Legi- 
flature, when it made a new loan to provide for its repayrpent 
in a limited time. The rembourfementj he faid, had been the 
min of France.' 

At length Mr. Chancellor PITT fettled it, that they would 
recommit the bill pro forma^ and adjourn the confideration of 
it in the Committee toTuefday next, in order to afford oppor- 
tunity for a full difcuffion of the feveral claufes. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS obferved, that a re- 
gulation was wanting with regard to the Offices of Maders in 
Chancery, and particularly with refpeft to the Office of the Ac- 
countant General of that Court. The bufinefs had multiplied 
very much, and it was necelfary to raife a fund for the better 
payment of fabrics to clerks and officers. This fund he 
fhould, on a future occafion, propofe to inditute, out of the 
money which now dood in the Bank of England, in the name 
VoL. XXXII. X 
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of the Accountant General of the Court of Chancery, in trull 
for the fuitors of that Court, the amount of that money he 
Hated to be upwards of eleven imillions. He propofed, that an 
account of fuch money fhould be given from Oftober 1777, to 
laft Oftober* If any honourable gentleman wiflied it, he 
Ihould have no objeSion that the account (hould come down to 
the prefent day ; but he had taken the firft of OSober laft, and 
Ihould reft fatisfied with that time, unlefs fome otner day 
Ihould appear better in the opinion of any honourable Member 
of that Houfe. He (hould have a motion to make on Monday, 
for leave to bring in a bill upon this fubjedt. He then moved. 
That there be laid before this Houfe, an account of all the 
‘‘ balances of dead cafli and fecurities, belonging to the fuitors 
of the Court of Chancery, remaining in the Bank of Eng- 
** land, in the name of the Accountant General of that Court, 
‘‘ from the firft day of October 1777, to the firft day of Odober 
1791, &c, &c.’* . This motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BAKER faid, that there were a vaft number of peti- 
tions to be prefented againft the flave trade — that many of them 
would remain for that purpofc until Monday ; he therefore 
hoped, that the day would not be loaded with other previous bu- 
linefs. 

The MASTER 6 F THE ROLLS faid, he trufted there 
would not be much difficulty in this cafe j he wifbed the fub- 
jc(S to be now brought forward, in order that gentlemen might 
have time to refled) on it during the holidays. 

The Houfe adjourned. 


Monday y . 7 .d April. 

Mr. GREY brought up the report of the Committee ap- 
pointed to inquire into the pradlice and eflFedl of iraprifonment 
for debt. Heobferved that he was far from having completely 
made up his mind in what ^ mode he Ihould proceed upon this 
fubjedl. He (hould confult higher authority and better under- 
ftanding than his own before he (hould bring any thing forw^ard, 
and in the mean time he (hould purfue the inquiry with' all the 
diligence he could. But again he muft repeat what he had of- 
ten repeated,' becaufc flill falfe impreflions remained on the 
minds of fome of the public, that as he never had, fo he muft 
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now profefs that now he had not^ any idea of moving fpr an in- 
folvent bill. He meant nothing of that kind. But that, the 
meafure lie ftiould bring forward would be fomething for the 
better regulation of imprifonmcnt for debt, and for fecurity for 
. payment to the creditor. Having faid this, hc*moved, “ That 
the report be laid on the table to be perufed by the Members 
of the Hoiife.” — Ordered. — ‘‘ That the report be printed.** 
Ordered. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS entered into a hiftory 
of the bufinefs of the Court of Chancery, as far as regarded the 
Office of Accountant General of that Court, the rife and pro- 
greffive encrcafc of bufinefs in that office. He made fcvcral ob- 
fervatlons, necelfary for the introduSion of the motion with 
which he concluded — That leave be given to bring in a bill 
to empower the High Court of Chancery to lay out farther 
fums of money belonging to the fuitors of the Court of Chan- 
eery upon proper fecurities, and for employing part of the 
intereft towards difeharging the expence of budding offices 
to depofit deeds and writings belonging to the fuitors of the 
Court, and for providing clerks, &c. &c.’* 

This produced a (hort converfation between Mr. Francis, 
Mr. Baker, Sir J ames J ohnftonc, and the Mafter of the Rolls : 
after which leave was given to bring in the bill. • 

Mr. WILBERFORCE moved, That all the evidence 
given on this trade be referred to the Committee.** Or- 
dered. 

He then moved the order of the day, which was for the Houfe 
to refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe to confider 
of the circumftanccs of the African flave trade. 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Cpmmitte accordingly. Sir 
William Dolben in the chair. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE faid, that, notwithftanding the ill 
fuccefs he experienced on former occafions, he was not deter- 
red from renewing his application at prefent ; for, the more he , 
deliberated on the fubjed ofthis nefarious traffic, the more ea- 
ger did he feel, and the more, if poflible, was he convincecl 
that it ought to exift no longer. Whatever difference of opi- 
nion had before fubfifted, and however obftinacy may be led to 
perfill in what prejudice might have prompted, however, in 
fine, gentlemen may be interefted in [ referving a traffic which 



PARLIAMENTARY 


156 


A. 179a. 


they ruppofed to be advantageous, yet he trufted that time and 
reflexion had convinced them that the traile was as injurious to 
their interefts, as it was difgraceful to their feelings ; and on 
this ground he (hould expeft to meet with th^ir fupport to the 
motion which he had to fubmit. ' He profefled himfelf defirous 
of now holding no other language than that of conciliation. He 
was fully aware that feveral gentlemen acled from pure princi- 
ples, and honourable motives. Judging by the humanity arid 
indulgence with which their own flaves were treated, they could 
not perhaps conceive how the feelings of others could be fo 
hardened, or their conduft fo cruel. But, as it was not to fuch 
men that the unhappy flaves had to afcribe their miferics ; nei- 
ther (hould a few inftances of mildnefs feem to atone for the 
general fcverity. He wiflied not to be mifunderftood, fo as 
that it ihould be fuppofed, when he reprobated a fyllcm, he 
alfo reprobated individuals ; he hoped that the caufe of juftlce 
and humanity would be kept diftindl from all perfonal confide- 
rations. It was not a Trajan, or an Antoninus, that would 
make him in love with defpotifm ; for though they may not 
mifufe their power, there were a great many others that would. 
Ariftocracy was often accounted the worft fpccies of defpotifm, 
as, inltead of one, it produced a number of tyrants ; but how 
incomparably worfe was that abominable fituation, when peo- 
ple may go to market for the purchafe of defpotifm, and a fel- 
low with 40I. in his pocket may commence the occupation of 
a tyrant. The fiibjed had been fo often and fully difeufled, 
that there were parts of it into which it would not be neceflary 
that he fliould travel this evening ; and therefore he (hould fparc 
the Houfe the fatigue of liftening, and himfelf the labour of en- 
tering into much detail on the prefent fubjc£l. 

, It was to be regretted, that, in the difeuffion of this fubjed, 
the dilFerent parties had difeovered too much warmth. He 
wiflied it had not been fo, although, indeed, the fubjeft was 
of a nature that would excufe warmth whenever it appeared ; 
and if he (hould be led by that failing, to forget any thing ma- 
terial to his caufe, it was matter of great confolation to him, 
that he had friends, whofe abilities and inclination would give 
all neceflary afliflance, and fupply all his defeds. He could 
jiiot help thinking on the prefent occafion that the gentlemen 
who were moft deeply intcrefted in the welfare of the Weft In- 
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dies, and all thofc who had formerly oppofed him, would agree 
to themeafure he (hould propofe. He wiflied to call upon 
them to come to the difeuffion freely ; to inquire what were 
the caufes of the diftinftion they made between the abolition 
of the trade, and the welfare of the Weft-India iflands ; what 
evils there were, and which of them were curable, and which 
incurable. He believed there were perfons in the Weft Indies 
•who would wi(h to continue the traffic in negroes, and yet 
whofe feelings had been fo ftrongly affefted by what had been 
faid againd it, that they would by no means attempt to juftify 
the fyftem. Indeed, it was a fyftem that (hewed too plainly 
the evils which attended a Government by abfolute monarchy. 
But when became to confider this cafe, he was led to remem- 
ber what had frequently been faid of arillocracy, where, to be 
undet many tyrants, it was often worfe than to be fubjeft to 
individual defpotifm. The form f the Government of the 
unhappy Africans was abfolute monarchy in general, but in re- 
gard to the flave trade, they were under the control of many 
tyrants ; for we faw, by the evidence given of them, that whole 
coalts were turned into a market for flavery. There was fome- 
thing in that very thought fufficient to make every generous mind 
look with horror on the traffic. 

It was pretty generally, and he believed rather induftrioufly, 
rumoured abroad, that it was his defign, and that of his friends, 
to propofe, befides an abolition of the trade, the immediate 
emancipation of the negroes. This, however, was an inten- 
tion he could never have entertained for a moment. He was 
exceedingly fenfible that they were in a ftate far from being pre- 
pared for the reception of fuch an enjoyment. Liberty he con- 
fidered as the child of reafon — a feed which, when fown in any 
foil, would flioot into a plant, and fcldom, indeed, failed to 
vegetate into maturity. That qualified freedom, however, 
which they were capable of enjoying, ought not to be withheld 
from them ; and when difpofed to be induftrious, and induced 
by kindnefs to confider the place they cultivated as their own, 
they ihould exped in the end to enjoy the reward of their good 
fervices. It was in vain to reprefent, that at prefent they were 
well treated and rewarded, that they had kind mailers and in- 
dulgent ufage. It was not always, perhaps it was but feldom, 
that the moll confiderable planters dwelt on their own planta- 
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tions. They often lived at a diftance, and fometimes in ano- 
ther country, while the management of their (laves was com- 
mitted to their ftewards and overfeers. In noble minds, there 
was inherent a gendrous and humane principle, which fympa- 
thifed with forrow, anddifFufed a chcaring familiarity to thofe 
who laboured for them. But greatly different were the effefts, 
when power was intrufted to the low, the vulgar, the ignorant, 
and the bafe^ This was the word fpecies of tyranny, and of . 
this defeription were the overfeers of plantations, whofe only 
aim was to have as great a crop as polTible, regardlefs by what 
cruelty towards the flaves they effefted this grand objeft. By 
whipping, ftarving, and overworking thefe poor wretches, 
they in general fucccedcd ; though that fuccef ^ migiit be of real 
injury to the employer; for the greateft part of his flaves being 
deftroyed by fuch bad treatment, his profits arc more than ex- 
pended in buying others to replace them ; and he frequently 
was compelled to retire from fo difadvantageous a bufinefs. But 
of this the overfeers are entirely regardlefs, and went to ano- 
ther plantation, having their Ihoulders loaded with the reputa- 
tion of the amazing crops they produced for their laft em- 
ployer. 

To talk of protc£lion and fecurlty to the perfons of the flaves, 
was idle in the extreme ; for as a negro, by the laws of the 
country, was not qualified to give his evidence, he might fuf- 
fer the moft fevere cruelties, and no white man be prefent, of 
whofe teftimony he could avail himfelf to procure the fmalleft 
redrefs. But fuppofing he had a competent witnefs to pro- 
duce, what chance had he of redrefs, what hopes of con- 
vifting his maftcr before a tribunal of whiles ? Moft focieiies 
of men poflefs, in fome degree, what is called by the French 
Vefprit du corps : but thefe people, of all others, were linked to- 
gether in bonds of mutual intereft, tyranny, and'injuftice. 

The next matter to be here confidered, was the law and 
ufage of Africa arifing out of the trade in queftion ; and he 
confeiled he could not look at it without the utmoft lhame and 
regret. Thefe were evils fo great, that, whatever were the 
characters of fome perfons concerned in the trade, he Ibould 
expeCt to find that no confideration, or the value of the fyftem, 
(hould keep it up, unlef it could be proved that the evils were 
incurable ; and here let the Committee recoiled, that the evi« 
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dence of thofe evils being incurable^ came chiefly from gen- 
tlemen of great property in the iflands, but who did not rc- 
fjde there, fo that their teftimony was far from being conclu- 
fivc. It was fuch, indeed, as ought not to come into the qucf- 
tion, when there was evidence of a difFerept nature to be had. 
It was not he who made the abolition of the trade neceflary, by 
any thing that he had urged on it, but it was the advocates of 
the gentlemen in the Weft-India iflands, by their defence of 
the trade, and particularly thofe of Jamaica: all they had faid 
upon the fubjeft, in defence of the trade, proved the neceflity 
of the abolition. When they were afleed queftions upon this 
fubjeft, they gave firft one anfwer, and then another, going 
from one corner to another, and ihifting their ground to con- 
ceal the real infamy of the traffic, until clofely prefled, and un- 
able to defend themfelves any longer, they retired from it al- 
together, and, like the rat, when the houfe was in flames, 
changed their ilation, and hid themfelves in the corner of an- 
other building. So, in this cafe, thofe gentlemen had been 
beat out of all chance of defending the trade itfelf, or the 
abufes of it. They took upon themfelves to fay, that it would 
be the ruin of commerce to abolifh it, and that the evilswhich 
attended it are abfolutcly incurable. And here it would be 
proper to advert to the condition of thefe unhappy people in 
the Weft Indies, which was certainly wretched in the ex- 
treme. This he had proved on a former occafion, by the po- 
fitive teftimony not only of unfufpedled perfons on his part, 
but out of the mouths of the witnclfes who profefled a friend- 
fhip for, and wdfhcd the contiiiuance of, the trade in queftion ; 
and therefore, in that refpedl, it would be unneceflary for him 
to go into any minutenefs of detail. Many of the witnclfes 
were fo circumftantial, that, in deferibing this traffic, they 
went, as it were, to the very minimum of human mifery. — 
The flave’s liiiiation, as to the punilhrnent to which he was 
expofed, and to the total abfence of all legal protection, was 
indeed moft wretched. They were totally under the control 
of the whites : therefore, to fay that they had any real legal 
protection, was ridiculous and abfurd. If they had claims, 
ihey could not enforce them : if they were opprefled, they could 
not appeal for redrefs to their opprelfors. Nor was the man- 
ner in which they were worked lefs fevere, than their want of 
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protedlion was diflrefling : they were driven in the fields whipt 
like cattle^ and often branded and 'treated with the greateft 
cruelty. Indeed, when he receded on all that was proved in 
this cafe, and the imputation that lay on the gentlemen of the' 
WcA Indies, he ccvifelTed he could not entertain a doubt, but 
that thofc very gentlemen would join the Houfe in the moft 
earned defire to put an end to thcfe (hameful practices, in or* 
der that their charaflers might be retrieved ; |nd that they 
would fee that the abolition of the trade was a meafure which 
they would candidly admit to be proper, and which they would, 
from a love of judice, adopt. He truded that they felt as he 
did ^ and he was decidedly of opinion, that there was no mea* 

« fure whatever, fhortof the total abolition of this trade, that 
would, anfwer the purpofc of judice, and do away the infamy, 
or abate the cruelty, of making a traffic of human blood. He 
had heard much of colonial regulations, and that it was pof- 
fible, by means of thefe, to reduce the trade to fomc tolerable 
fydem. Upon the mod mature deliberation on that fubjcdl, 
he was convinced that no colonial regulation, of any kind what- 
ever, would anfwer the purpofe. But here he begged leave to 
obferve, by way of anfwer to what might be objefted to him, 
that if he took the evidence of the perfons who were the friends 
of the trade, he was bound by the tedimony they gave, and 
that fuch tedimony was oppofite to his idea of an abolition : 
that thofe perfons gave their tedimony in a fiiuation which 
might rcafonably afford didrud ; they were enveloped in the 
thicked clouds of prejudice : but even taking their evidence to 
be quite accurate, and quite true, it did not amount to any 
thing like a defence of the continuance of the flave trade. — 
Suppofe, for indance, that thefe unhappy negroes had all the 
legal proteftion of thofe who enjoy the pured freedom, were 
they in a condition to make a right ufe of that advantage r — 
Were they, in fhort, in a condition to enjoy thofe advantages 
which the advocates for the continuance of the flave trade pre- 
tend to fay they are ready to allow them ? Indeed, he was 
* ready to confefs that he thought they were not in that condi- 
tion, and that the granting of thefe advantages to the unhappy 
flaves in the Wed Indies, would only lead them on to demand 
others, and might produce much difeord and mifery, and per- 
haps finally the dedru^lion of the plantations. This led him 
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to think upon the fate of St. Domingo, which had lately been 
the fubjeft of much obfervation ; the Cafe gave us a lelTon, and 
We ought to refleft on it. 

In the difciifbon of colonial polTeflion., the French thought 
that a diftinflion ought to be made between preoles and ne-* 
grocs, becaufe they thought the latter could not fee and feel 
liberty as well as the former ; and it came to be known by the 
flaves in St. Domingo, that their condition was to be altered 
and amended, but that there was to be a diiliriftion between 
them and the Creoles. Now, if it be true that this was the 
caufe of the infurredion, as the advocates for the continuance 
of the flave trade would infinuate, how can thefc advocates re- 
commend what, upon their argument, tends to deftroy the hap- 
pinefs of both the whites and blacks, without affording a chance 
for the happinefs of either ? Thefc were the dilemmas to which 
the friends of this traffic reduced themfelves, by attempting to 
defend a fyftem, in itfelf indefenfible ; and again proved the fa- 
tality of attempting to amend this traffic by any jobbing what- 
ever. But yet he was told, that furely wife laws, for the re- 
gulation of thefe unhappy beings, would contribute much to 
their happinefs. To this he anfwered, that, before men can 
benefit by the wifdom of laws, it was neceflary they fhould 
have fome idea of freedom. Freedom itfelf was a bleffing the 
moft valuable in nature ; but it could be enjoyed only by a na- 
tion where the faculty of thought had been for fome time em- 
ployed. True liberty was a plant of ccleftial growth, and 
none could perceive its beauties, or tafte of its odour, but thofe 
who had employed the nobler faculties of the human foul in 
contemplating the goodnefs of the divine effence from whence 
it fprung. He hoped the day would arrive when all mankind 
would enjoy its bleffings ; but this neither was, nor could be, 
the cafe at prefent with the unhappy negroes in the Weft In- 
dies; and from thefe refledtions he was led to believe, that no 
man could, in reality be their friend, who propofed any thing 
that could lead them to hope for their emancipation. The way 
to alleviate their mifery, was to render them attached to their 
mafters, governors, and leaders : this was congenial to the 
mode they were accuftomed to from their childhood ; for, ia 
Africa, they led a life agreeable to the patriarchal fyftem. 
Do£lrine contrary to this, feemed to him to be not only im- 
Yot. XXXlL Y 
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proper with regard to the negroes, but alfo quite unfafe with 
regard to the Weft Indies. If any thing (hould remind them 
of their rights, and the fyltem of propofe J regulation certainly* 
muft, he entreated gentlemen to refie^l on the number ofthefe 
unhappy perform?, and the vail majority they made of all the in- 
habitants (?f the iflanJs; anl if th:re flioulJ be any conteft, 
what the confequence would be. Wliat was the rcfult of all 
this; a very plain one — that if thefe were dangeri* at all, they 
were multiplied tenfold by the importation of negroes ; fortUpfe 
juft amived, being Ic fs inured to, iTUjft be more dlfpleafed with, 
the fyftem carried on in the Wcic Indies. Indeed, as an au- 
thor of great reputation had obferved, thefe fiiccelfive importa- 
tions were fufficient to account for all t;ie plots and ailiiilina- 
tions that we had heard of in the Wed Indies. By this mode 
of introducing ncwflaves, fuppofing tliat a plan of reformation 
were agreed upon, the whole of it would be entirely out ol the 
queftion, becaufe every year there would be introduced a fet of 
perfons vs'ho mult of necelfity be ftrangers to it. 

Another topic had been obferved upon frequently, the infur- 
reftions in St. Domingo. Many niisftatemcnts were made of 
that circumllaiicc ; and he had felt it his duty to inquire into it, 
becaufe he thought it iiecellary for him to inquire into every 
thing that tended in any degree to elucidate this fiibjcft; and 
here he muftobferve, that the matter was not a difputc between 
the black and the white men, or of the debates in France or 
here. It was a difpute between the people of colour and the 
white people, wherein the blacks took the opportunity of rifing, 
and forne men of colour joined, for the fake of profit for tliem- 
fc-lves; and the decrees that afterwards palled in the National 
Alfembly, that kept alive thefe diltindions, had been the caufe 
in part of all the calamities that enfued. All thefe things proved 
that we ihoLild not encourage importation, under the idea that 
it may be regulated. 

Mr. Wilberforce then took notice of the vaft incrcafc in the 
importaiion of Haves to the Weil Indies of late years, particu- 
larly Jamaica ; and he believed that, if it was followed up for 
fome time, the planters will have reafon to lament they had 
ever any thing to do with that importation. But it was faid, 
that it was Impoflible to go on with the trade, without impor- 
tation from the coaft of Africa, for the llaves there got fewer 
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and fewer, and weaker and weaker. Having thus deferibed 
the condition he underflood them to bear in die Weft- India 
plantations, he next proceeded to reprefent the manner Of ob- 
taining them in Africa, in vi'ich was involved the queftion, 
whether they were made happier by tranfplantiftg them to the 
Weft Indies. This fiibjeA had been fo fully difciifted laft year, 
that he had no occafion to occupy much of the time ot the 
Houfe upon it at prefent : he could not hear, however, with- 
out indignation, the manner in which humanity was made to 
be implicated in conveying thofe men from w^hat was called the 
cruelty of their native defpots. He admitted that a greater 
part of the continent, particularly that near the coaft, 'was di- 
vided amongfl a fet of defpotic little chieftains, who were per- 
petually at war with each other ; but he contended, at the Hime 
time, that this infamous trade was the occafion of thofe wars ; 
that they w'crc generally promoted, and frequently carried on, 
by the diicil afliflunce <)f European traders. The chiefs did 
not confine thcnifelves to making war upon each other ; but it 
"alfo often happened, that -when one of the chiefs was in want 
of any European commodities, which he had not flaves enow 
to purchafe, he would fend fome of hisfoldicr« by night to fet 
fire to a village, that he might be enabled to make captives of 
the flying and affrighted inhabitants. It was owing to this 
accurftd trade that the natives of Africa W’cre made mifcrable 
at home as well as abroad ; that no man thought hiinfelf fecure 
in his bed, or in the fields ; that fufpicion would not fuifer him 
to have a f> iend among his own countrymen, and that in every 
ftranger he met with an enemy. He alledged that the Europe- 
ans fupplied them with powder and ammunition for their wars, 
and ailifted them in what the language of the traffic called mak- 
ing trade. It would be endlcfs to recount all the inftanccs of 
violences committed by our veffels, fometimes kidnapping 
ftrangers whom they met, and at other times difguifing them- 
felves as negroes, and making an incurlion in the night to plun- 
der and deftroy villages which they were trading with in the 
day. He obferved, that the number of flaves now in the ifland 
of Jamaica only was 300,000, while that of the whites w^as 
only 20,000, and this alarming difparity they ftill wilbed pre- 
pofteroufly to incrcafe. He quoted the authority of Mr. Long, 
the hiftorian of Jamaica, in proof of this opinion ; and alfo ait 
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0xtraft from a pamphlet written by a Carolina planter. They 
b )th agreed, that the number of Africans in the iflands was al- 
ready too great, and could not be augmented without incurring 
the moft imminent hazard ; that the flaves were already am- 
ply fufficient for every purpofe of cultivation ; and thet, when 
well treated, they were always found to multiply very rapidly^ 
Of this he gave a variety of inftances, particularly in late years, 
when their condition and way of living was fomewhat mended, 
That they had not been more prolific, was eafily accounted for, 
by the (hameful manner in which their morals were not only 
negleficd, but corrupted, all decency being difearded from 
every fpccics of intercourfe ; as indeed, in every point of view, 
they were regarded and treated as animals of a diftinfl. fpecies 
from man. This, he faid, accounted for the difobedience of 
their m afters’ orders. Nor was it lefs to be attributed to the 
fordid unJ mean dirpofitions of their rulers, who treated them 
as brutes incapable of feeling. Such deprav ity muft beget fimi- 
lar depravity jn the minds of the flaves, as was proved by the 
teftimony of even his adverfarics* own wdtneires. Thefe poor 
crcaiures were w^Ithout legal proteftion, fiibjeft to the cruelty 
of the overfeers, over whom there was no control ; and ihofc 
inhuman iiiftruments of oppreflion whipped them like cattle, 
not fuppofiPg them moral agents, capable of rcfleftlon or refift- 
apee ! Even the m omen were not exempt from their cruelties ? 
the laws of decency were violated ; and this alone Ihould in- 
duce the Weft India gentlemen to comply with the wifties of 
the friends to the abolition. There was another circumftancc, 
to which ^lc muft call the attention of the Committee. If the 
teftimony of a (lave vyas not taken, there could be little ufe in 
pail ng any law for their relief. If a white man commi(;s an 
ad of cruelty toward a flave, punilhment never follows. And 
what is the excufc given for this ad of impunity ? Why, that 
it would be dangerous to infpire the blacks wich fentiments of 
refiftance ! He thought it would be cruel to give them the Iha- 
dow of the laws for their protedion, without the reality. It 
would be to give them that which would ultimately prove their 
ruin i for if their teftimony was not allowed in feeking for rc^ 
diefs, they muft always meet with punilhment. It would be 
wrong and injudicious to awake in them a confeioufnefs of 
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freedom, without a particle of the real enjoyment of liberty; 
it would only create diiTatisfacElion, and make them if poflible 
(till more wretched. 

But, that there (hould not be any appearance of unfairnefsin 
W'hat he had to fay, he would endeavour lo ftate every thing he 
could againrt himfelf upon thisfubjeft. It had been faid, that 
the trade yielded to this country much balance, and that its abo- 
lition would endanger that fervice, by ditninidung the number 
of perfons to be employed in it: this argument had been ably 
taken up, and well handled, by a gentleman of great abilities, 
Mr. Clarkfon. Inllcad of its being a nurfery for feamcn, Mr. 
Clarkfon had proved, to a demonllration, that the oppofite wai 
the faft. f'ive-fixths of the failors he computed to have died 
in the fervice, who failed for Africa ; and the mortality was 
even more than what was Hated by his opponents. Out of 
112,263, the lofs, on an average, in a voyage to Africa, was 
not lets than 2640. Half the crews of the Ihips employed in 
that trade deferred, and were loflto the navy. If thefe propor- 
tions weredifputed by any concerned, he was ready to go into 
an inquiry upon the fubjeft. He knew they would not; and 
he tnilted he had Hated enough upon it, without entering into 
any particulars, or calling here on the Houfe to enter into the 
confideration of the humanity of the queilion ; the point of in- 
tereH to the planters was enough. 

It had been faid, that the abolition of the trade would injure 
the manufaftures of this country ; an airerth.n for which there 
was not the Icall colour of proof, nor the finallcH foundation 
in t.uth. Indeed, there never had been made an excufe for the 
trade which was at all admiffible. Thofe that had been at- 
tempted to be made, had been rejefted by all men of fenfe and 
reflexion. The perfons employed in the (lave trade, were 
never the means of employing any of the manufa&urers of this 
country fo as to promote our political welfare. Indeed, they 
were of the dcfcripiion of thofe who had all their life-time beem 
employed in war, of whom the celebrated Adam Smith faid, 
that when one hundred thoufand were difcaarged in time of 
peace, he did not find that induHry was increafed, or that trade 
flourilhed in proportion of this change from military to civil 
life. The fadl was, that people of this defeription were fit for 
nothing but the odious buiinefs in which they were brought up. 
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He had heard that Liverpool and Briftol exifted, as it were, in 
its merchandife, upon the flave trade ; this was a great error ; 
for he had reafon to believe that but a fmall part of the trade of 
thefe two towns was derived from this. The truth was, that 
a few individuals profited much by the traffic ; but to ftate it as 
a great fource of nationarwealth was ridiculous. 

The next point was the intereftof the iflands in the Weft In- 
dies. Where the queftion was general policy, and fo it muft 
be where all the Weft-1 ndia iflands were concerned, the confi- 
derations of humanity and juftice ought not to be forgotten ; 
and here he confefled that all he had been faying tm the Weft- 
India iflands, and on the principle of policy, were inferior con- 
fiderations with him, “ Africa! Africa!” exclaimed Mr. 
** Wilberforce, your fufFerings have been the theme that has 
** arrefted and engages my heart — your fufFerings no tongue can 
exprefs ; no language impart!” It was the reftoration of 
thefe poor diftrefled people to their rights that he had neareft at 
heart. There he laid hold of his point ; a point which he would 
never quit, or give up, or abandon, until he had obtained his 
odjeft ; and to be entitled to it, he had made out a cafe fo clear, 
fo plain, fo forcible, fojuft, fo irrefragable, that he was con- 
fident there was not one perfon, even among thofc who wifhed 
well to the trade, who would deny the truth of his alFertion ; and 
moft particularly, they would not deny what he had faid on a 
former occafion on this fubjefl. 

He had faid, and it was true, that this traffic was totally de- 
fencclefs. Such arguments were brought ou iliat occafion to 
oppofe him, as pcrfedlly proved their futility, and proved too, 
that they were the effeft of prejudice. It had been ftated, that 
the perfons taken by us were prlfoners of war ; this he admit- 
ted ; he had not forgot that war ftill continued to diltrefs and 
difgracc mankind. He had not forgot neither, that the perfons 
who were thus the objefts of it were his fellow-creatures. — 
WasMt not unnatural for us, was it not .abfurd, that we at- 
tempted to prove to the world, that we encouraged this trade to 
prevent the negroes from falling into the hands of a cruel ty- 
rant, who would put them to death, if we did not buy them ? 
He did not imagine that we fliould find people /hallow enough 
to bielieve this pretext. No ! the truth was, that our continu- 
iljphe trade was one great caufe of the war ; and thofe who 
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promoted it, were accountable for the mifchicf it produced. 
But war was not the one-hundredth, nor the one-thoufandth> 
part of the calamity occafioned by this trade. The Committjee 
would find, on looking at the evidence, that whole families 
were carried off from their habitations by fraud, by cunning, 
by violence. This was proved by a man, who faid he was en- 
gaged in this very mode of obtaining flaves. He told them 
that families were divided ; and that one part of a family was 
taken at one time, and another part of it at another. It at leaft 
had been matter of confolation to the hulband to fee his wife 
in bondage, becaufc it fell to his lot to bear it with her ; but 
even this confolation, poor as it was, was denied them ! When 
this was alferteci, it had been peremptorily denied by the advo- 
cates for the (lave trade, and at laft it turned out to be true ; 
and the moll diltrefling circiimftancc to a man of fcnfibilitjr 
was, that the witncifes related all thefe things with indifference, 
as mere matters of courfe ; a proof that the trade itfelf deprived 
its followers of all the feelings of humanity. This was not 
all ; the fandion of law was to be given to this traffic. The 
name of juillce was to be profaned. Men were to be accufed 
of crimes for the piirpofc of convi£ling them, in order to fur- 
nifti an excufe for their being fold as flaves. All the apparatus 
and machinery of injuilice were to be put in motion to deprive 
men of their liberty ; and it was a faft well kndwm, that crimes 
w'cre imputed to thofe who had never committed them ; fo far 
from it, that they were the bell of citizens. Nay, it was now 
carried on to fuch a pitch of flagrant injuilice, that almoftcvcr/ 
trivial offence tvas made a crime for which a man was declared 
liable to be fold to llavcry ! Another excellent efieft of the pro- 
priety of continuing the Have trade ! For the authenticity of 
thefe fads, he referred to the work of Mr. Moore, an inge- 
nious gentleman, who had written on this fubjedl. But there 
were other fads icmairHng full as bad, and as ftrong as thofe 
which he had mentioned. Europeans hovered round the coall 
of Africa like vultures, and like vultures lived on blood : they 
enfnared at times and at times, by force, took away the na- 
tives, and fold them for flaves. This was mentioned on a for- 
mer occafion. It was denied, indeed, but afterwards put be- 
yond the power of doubt. In fhort, whatever might have 
been the fyftem of the flave trade originally, the whole was now 
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Wcome one fyftem of plunder and rapacity, many inftances of 
%hich might be quoted. One, in particular, to whicl\ he ad- 
verted, was the condu6l of a captain, employed lately in the 
Have trade, off the river Camarone. He had fent fomc of his 
people, with a black in his confidence, to water on fhore. — 
The black vtras feized by one of the natives for debt, and taken 
off. To revenge this, the captain infifted that his crew 
itiould ftrip naked, and blacken their hides, and wear a flock 
girdle, and repair on Ihore. Conftrained to this meafure, with 
fomc hefitation they agreed. They vifited the houfe of the 
perfon who had taken oflF the black, fired on the family, killed 
his wife and children \ and two poor creatures, whom they had 
wounded, were taken, one of whom died on (hore, and the 
other expired when he reached the veflel ! The blacks, accuf- 
tomed to perpetual warfare, are always alert in revenging in- 
fults. They armed, and, in the retreat of the crew, wound- 
ed feveral of the Britifti failors ; and the reftefcaped with diffi- 
culty. Strange as it might appear, this did not interrupt the 
trade and commerce. Still Africans, like other men, have 
fceliqgs ; the flame, though fmothered, was not fubdued. — 
The chieftain, in a week, came on board \ and requeuing pow- 
der and ball from the captain, to make war on his neighbours, 
to procure Haves, was adually provided. Callous and dead to 
every fentiment of danger, thus were the inftruments of re- 
venge placed in the hands of the indignant chiefs and the cap- 
tain apologized to his mafters, by affigning the motive for giv- 
ing their ammunition to the African ; at the fame time obferv- 
ing, that he “ did riot wafte their property !” Thus prepared, 
the chieftain feized the crew and the captain, and carried them 
on fhore. When it was juftly expedted that death would have 
been the confequence of their capture, the lelfon of depravity 
had its infltience on the natives — avarice triumphed over their 
feelings — perfidy was repaid by perfidy ; and the captain 
** and crew were enlarged, on condition that he would fur- 
render the property which he had on board." 

If any thing could ihew enough of the cruelties of our Afri- 
can dealers in the Have trade, thefe circumftances would do 
fo. All this proved, that, after men were engaged in this 
trade for a little while, tht.y loft all feeling and fenfibility. 
.Kothiog was thought of thefe things by men who had been ^ 
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long while in the trade ; but it required to be a little ufed to 4t, 
before men could fo completely lofe their feelings and huma- 
nity. But thefe cruelties and enormities were increafing ; for, 
no longer ago than laft Auguil, when that H(5ufe was debating 
on the fiibjeift of this very trade, Ik Britifli veflels had anchor- 
ed off Calabar, a town which feemed devoted to eternal mis- 
fortune. It appeared, frdfn the report, that the natives had 
faifed the price of flaves. The captains confulting together, 
agreed to fire on the town, to compel them to lower the price 
of their countrymen. To heighten, if poflible, the (hame of 
this proceeding, he faid, that they were prevented, for fome 
time, from effedlng their purpofe, by the prefence of a French 
captain, who refufed to join in their meafu res, and purchafed 
at the high price which had been put upon the flaves. He felt, 
with the moll painful fenfibility, the lhame of thus expofing 
the difgrace of his country ; but it was the more incumbent on 
him, as thefe very men were re-appointed to fituations in the 
fame trade, as if they had performed the mod meritorious and 
honourable exploit. However, in the morning they com- 
menced a fire, which lafted for three hours ; and the guns be- 
ing direfted by old Britifli feamen, had their intended effed. 
During the confternation, the wretched inhabitants were feeii 
making their efcape in every direftlon. In the evening, the 
attack was renewed, which continued until they agreed to fell 
their flaves at the price ftipulated by the captains. He repre- 
fented that, in this attack, upwards of twenty perfons had 
been dcltroyed. He did not fail to deferibe this cruel outrage 
as a mockery of all feeling, and an infult on the opisa^ns of 
Parliament, and the fenfe of the people. [The Houfe, in a 
fuddci; burlt of indignation, vociferated, ‘‘Name! Name!”] 
Mr. Wilberforce refilled for a long time ; at laft the clamoui 
overpowered him, and we heard the following names of Ihip- 
and captains : The lliip Thomas, of Briftol, Captain Phi 
lips ; the Bctfey, of Liverpool, Captain Doyle ; the Reco- 
very, of Briftol ; the Wafp, Captain Houfe ; the Thomas, of 
Liverpool ; and the Anatree, of Briftol. Such fcencs of blood- 
fhed and inhumanity he knew fhocked the Committee. It 
fhocked him fo much, as almoft to deprive him of the power 
of utterance There was no confideration on this globe that 
would make him (hare fuch enormities. What hereafter migh . 
VoL. XXXII. Z 
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await fuch heinous deeds he knew not — he would not have the 
guilt of having neglefted to expofc them for all the wealth in 
the world. The blood of it be on the guilty heads ! 

The next pojnt was the ufage the poor flaves met with in the 
Middle Paflage, from the coaft of Africa to the Weft Indies ; 
on the cruelties of which he would not expatiate ; but as it had 
been called a nurfery for our feamcn, he fhould obferve on a 
few figures in the beft computation we had on the fubjeS.— : — - 
In the year 1788, in a Ihip in this trade, 650 perfons were on 
board, out of whom 155 died. In another, 405 were on 
board, out of whom were loft 200. In another there were on 
board 450, out of whom 200 died. In another there were on 
board 402, out of whom 73 died. When Captain Wilfon was 
afked the caiifes of this mortality, he replied, that the flaves 
had a fixed melancholy and dejeftion ; that they wifhed to die ; 
that they refufed all fuftenance, till they were beaten, in order 
to compel them to eat \ and that, when they had been fo beaten, 
they looked in the faces of the v^hites, and faid, piteoufly, 

Soon we fliall be no more.*' They fometimes threw them- 
felves overboard ; but were in general prevented by the high 
netting placed on purpofe to reftrain them ; and fuch a death 
they called an efcape. This melancholy, and its attendant dif- 
orders, mocked all attempts to relieve them, and could only be 
conquered by conquering the kindnefles of human nature.— 
The wretches on board thefe Ihips died fometimes of infanity, 
fometimes of ftarving, and were fometimes drowned ! And is 
this horrid traffic to be continued as a nurfery for feamen ? — 
Even when the beft regulations have been made, we have loft 
of otir failors above eleven per cent. When thofe regulations 
were in agitation, the merchants in the trade protefted that it 
would not be worth following ; and now that thofe regulations 
took place, they loudly called out that the motion for the abo- 
lition, if carried, would be the means of their lofing large pro- 
fits ! What ! lofe large fums by the abolition of a loling trade ! 
Such were the abfurdities to which the advocates of this trade 
in human blood were driven. In every point of view it muft 
appear, that the intereft, as well as the honour, of the country, 
required a difeonti nuance of fo vile a commerce. We might 
reap much greater benefits by a commerce of another kind 
with Africa ; and the Sierra Leone Company were laudably 
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eftablifhing a trade, by which they would gain immenfe ad- 
vantages, without difgtacing themfelves by trafficking in hu- 
man blood, and in murder. It was a mockery of language 
to fay, that relieving the negroes from their native oppreflion 
was an aft of mercy ^ for how could mercy cxift where it had 
not juftice for its bafis ? Juftice was the primary principle on 
.which human happinefs and morals were founded ; it was 
that to which angels, as well as men, owed their virtues and 
their enjoyments. But this unjiift, this murderous mercy, 
which we fliewed to the Africans, was the fame that the fe- 
rocious difciples of Mahomet difplayed in the maffacre of 
whole Chriflian nations in propagating the Koran ; it was 
the fame with the flaughtering humanity of the Spaniards in 
America, to recommend the Inquiiition. He could have 
wiftied to drop for ever all recital of fafts which tended to 
prove the cruelty of thofe who dealt in this odious and abo- 
minable traffic ; but there was an inftance which he could 
not omit in this cafe. 

Notwithftanding the regulation of Sir William Dolben’s 
bill, the fituation of thofe wretches in the Middle Paffage 
was little better than before, and the mortality was equally 
great. The inAance which he fhould mention was the cafe 
of a young girl, fifteen years of age, of extreme modeAy, 
who finding herfelf in a fituation incident to her fex, was 
extremely anxious to conceal it. The captain of the veffel, 
inAead of encouraging fo laudable a difpofition, tied her by 
the wriA, and placed her in a pofition fo as to afford a fpec- 
tacle to the whole crew. In this fituation he beat her ; but 
not thinking the exhibition he had made fufiiciently confpt- 
cuous, he tied her up by the legs, and then alfo beat her. 
But his cruel ingenuity was not yet exhauAed, for he next 
tied her up by one leg, after which 'Aie loA all fenfation, and 
in the courfe of three days ihe expired, This was beyond 
difpute a faft. [Name! Name! Name! refounded from 
all parts of tlie Houfe.] Captain Kimber was the man ? faid 
Mr. Wilberforce. If any thing could, in the aniials of hu- 
man depravity, go beyond this, he owned he did not know 
where to look for it. But this was not a fingular in Aance^ 
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there were others of the fame kind ; there were proofs, be- 
yond all difpute, of many others ; and if the honourable 
gentlemen wifhed to take notes of the horrid a£ls of this 
bloody traffic, lie would employ their pens days together, 
in barely taking down fimple fa6ls. But this was not all; 
it was well known that it was now become cuftomary to fet 
fire to whole villages in Africa, for the purpofe of throwing 
the inhabitants into confufion, and taking them as they fled 
from the flames. Of all the trades that difgraceJ human 
beings, this was the very worft. In others^ however in- 
famous, there were fome proofs of the trait of fomething 
like humanity, but in this there was a total abfence of them 
all. It was a fcene of uniform* unadulterated, unfophifti- 
cated wickednefs. The tyranny and ferocity was^not con- 
fined to the flaves alone ; inllances might be produced of 
oppreflTive conduA to the feamen; as a proof of which, he 
need only ftate, that out of a whole /hip*s crew fix or fe- 
ven only returned. Who was to regulate, he defired to 
know, a trade carried on by fuch agents? agents inured to 
habits of robbery and murder, and whofe manners were too 
firmly ferocious to be altered, an,d their condudl too uni- 
formly brutal to be correfled by any other means, than that 
of abolilhing the traffic itfelf in which they were engaged; 
a trade too unjuftifiable to be continued ; a fyftem that the 
Houfe ought to condemn, as difgraceful to the charafter of 
the Englifh nation ! Which ever way it was looked at, 
robbery, murder, perfidy, and defolation, ftared one in the 
face; in Africa, in the Middle PaflTage, and in the iflands, 
the fame horrors prefent themfelves to one’s view. He who 
loved juftice, would condemn the trade, for the man that 
loved juftice muft love mercy alfo, the one principle natu- 
rally and neceflarily followed the other. 

He then took a general view of all the other points on 
which this trade had been defended. 

It had been alledged, that our abandoning the trade would 
have little eflPed^, if we could not induce other nations to do. 
the fame. But this was an obfervation which they with 
greater force could turn upon ourfelves. They might aik| 
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of what avail would it be to turn afide the petty ftrcams of 
trafiBc, while the broad river of Britifli commerce flowed 
without interruption. But was there not then remaining in 
our nation that pride which could refift the fordid impulfe 
of avarice oppofijigkfelf to juftice? Denmark, whofe com- 
merce could lefs than ours afford any degree of diminution^ 
had already rejeSed the foul intercourfe. It was a noble 
atchievement, and fhould make Britons blufh to have mifled 
the opportunity of leading the glorious example. He could 
not but take notice of the unanimous feiitiment which per- 
vaded every part of the nation on this fubjedl. Men, who 
differed on many fpeculative points, and moft political to- 
pics, feemed to think alike when the paramount principles 
of humanity and juftice were in queftioii. Whatever tem- 
pefts may agitate the lower atmofphere, all wa^ harmony and 
brightnefs in the higher regions. 


As feme tall cliff, that lifts its awful form, 

Swells from the vale, and mid-way leaves the ftorm, 
Though round its breaft the rolling clouds are fpread, 
Eternal fun-fliine fettles on its head.” 

Goldfmith. 


He had already ftated, that the flaves now in our iflands 
were fufficiently numerous for every purpofc; that, when 
no more were fuffered to be imported, they muft of necef- 
fity be well treated; that, by proper treatment, they would 
multiply fafter, and be better fe vants ; and if the planters 
had more ground than was cultivated, they might employ it 
to greater advantage in cotton and cinnamon than in canes. 
Improvements of, machinery 'alfo would diminifh labour 
very mu;:h : and however ufeful thofe colonies were to us, 
yet, confidering hy how precarious a tenure wc held them in 
time of war, we could not fuffer any material capital to be 
invefted with them : but, whatever may be their value, we 
fliould not confider their wiihes in oppoCtion to their real 
interefts, and contnry to the principles of honour, juftice 
and humanity* We ha J been lately informed, by him who 
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in the higheft degree^ and moft defervedl^, pofleiled the 
public confidence) that our commerce and revenues were in 
the moft profperous ftate imaginable ; and wliile we pof- 
fefled fo many blerflingS) and fo much happinefs ourfelveS) 
furely we could the better afford, and llioulJ lef's grudge, to 
impart a portion of them to others. Prejudices had once 
been cntertaineJ againft the negroes, which no gentleman 
at prei'ent could, without a blufti^ acknowledge; that be- 
caufe their complexion differed from ours, fo alfo did their 
nature. This foolifti idea being removed, were we to quar- 
rel with them for being favages? He hoped not; for there 
certainly was not a crime imputed to the Af cans, which 
had not aftiially been committed by our anceftors here in 
Britain. The people of England had expreffed their fenfe 
againft the trade, fully and forcibly, and had addrefled the 
Houfe, as they valued the favour of Heaven, to abolifh it. 
If the petitions of the people of En land were attended to, 
and furely they ought not to be difregarded, and if the trade 
were aholiflied, Mr. Wilberforce faid, we Ihould he enabled 
to eftablilh another of greater profit with the natives of 
Africa: by abolilhing the trade, the Houfe would do good 
in every part of the world ; all thofe, therefore, who were 
inclined to do good by wholef le, he invited to vote with 
him for the abolition. Thofe who were in doubt on the 
fubje£l heretofore we e he trufted, at length con dnced of 
the wickednefs of the trade, and that the Houf wo Id that 
night come to an unanimous vo e for its annihilation. The 
recent enormities appea ed to have been permitted by Hea- 
ven for the purpofe of rendering it impoflible that any one 
ihould have the prefumption to jnftify the continuation of a 
traffic that was neceffarily p?odu£live of crimes that admitted 
of no excufe or palliarion whatever. Hisi motion would 
fomewhat differ from that which he propofed laft year, 
though he ihould never be of any other opinion, than that 
th^ trade (hould be totaUy abolifhed immediately. 

Mr. Wilberforce concluded by faying, that, in his exer- 
tioi'S for the prefent caufe, he had found happinefs, though 
Oft hitherto fuccefs; that it enlivened his waking, and 
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foothed bis evening hours ; that he carried the topic with 
him to his repofe, and often had the blifs of remembering, 
that he had demanded juftice for millions, who could ,not 
alk it for themfelves ! He then moved, 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, that* the 
trade carried on by Britifh fubjefts, for the purpofe of 
obtaining Haves on the coaft of Africa, ought to be abo- 
liftied.’* 

This, if carried, he (liould follow up by another, That 
the Chairman be direfled to move the Houfe for leave to 
bring in a bill for he abolition of the Have trade.” In this 
bill time might be given for that abolition, as to the Houfe 
might feem meet. 

Mr. BAILEY defired that the petition of the Weft-India 
Merchants and Planters fhould be read» It was read ac* 
cordingly, and is as follows: 

The PETITION of the Planters, Merchants, Mort- 
gagees, Annuitants, and others, concerned in the Weft- 
India colonies, to the honourable the Houfe of Com- 
mons of Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, 

Humbly flieweth, 

THAT your petitioners ^earn, with much concern, 
that the queftion for the Abol tion of the Slave Trade is 
propofed for deliberation in this honourable Houfe. 

That the fyliem of peopling the Weifc-India colonies 
with negroes, obtained by purchafe in Africa, has long 
and repeatedly received the national fandlion. That the 
afts of 9 and iO Will. III. c. 26, and 23 Geo. 11 . c. 31, 
not only declare the African trade to be highly beneficial, 
and very advantageous to this ' ingdom, but “ neceffary 
‘‘ for fupplying the colonies with a fufEcient number of 
“ negroes at reafonable rates.’' That every ftimiilant, 
held out by Government for the cultivation of the Welt- 
India colonies, hasdireftly fanftioned the importation of 
negroes, as the means necelTary to that end ; that the iflands, 
it is well known, are not yet polTefled of fucii fufficient 
number of negroes for cultivating their lands as is above 
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mentioned ; that this is particularly true refpefting the 
ceded iflands, where the lands were bought from Govern- 
ment, not only upon the faith of liberty and encourage- 
ment given to purchafe negroes, but with a claufe of for- 
feiture, in cafe the cultivation of the fame was not com- 
pleted within a certain period ; that the negroes already pof- 
fefled by the colonifts require to be conftantly recruited ; 
that the exifting proportion of female negroes, which is 
inferior to that of the males, and the prefent manners of 
the negroes, are each unfavourable to population ; that, 
in cafe of any unufual lofs of negroes, by difeafe, or other 
accidents, theonly means of fupplying the vacancy (which, 
by the nature of things, inuH otherwife grow more con- 
llderable and diftreffing) -depends upon new importations 
from Africa. That a multitude of adts of Parliament, 
both ancient and modern, befides thofe above cited, as 
well as treaties of peace, or of commerce, and other na- 
tional meafurcs and documents, have alike concurred to 
indicate the fyftem of this country upon the prefent fnb- 
jedi:. That the Weft-India colonifts have had too high 
an opinion of the public foith, not to fuppofe that fuch au- 
thorities ought to form an unerring guide and folid fecu- 
rity to them; and tl\at on thefe authorities, therefore, 
have they, hitherto, fearlcflly embarked their fortunes in 
diftant climes. 

“ That every circumftance, refpcdling the purchafing 
negroes and the tranfporting of them to the iflands by 
Britilh traders, and their treatment in the iflands, has, by 
univerfal acknowledgement, and efpccially of late, chang- 
ed for tlie better ; fo as to atFord no new argument on this 
head, unlcfson behalf of the colonies. 

That nothing to afFcdl the queftion has occurred, 
lince the late decifion by this honourable Houfe upon the 
evidence taken thereon; excepting, firft, the partial fe- 
ledlion anJ perverfion of that evidence without doors, in 
order to deceive the nation; and, fccondly, the me- 
lancholy effedls arjfing from continuing to agitate the 
queftion. 



j>etitioht to lie ^HT^nted to this hondwtablf 
of whicH baVe Iweh imjproperty obtained and 
which, in j^neral, haive proceeded from perfoni, e(lW 
comparatively ferv in number, or elfe who have had etlV, 
meant of becoming acquainted with the iaA< in 
or with that voluminout evidence, upon which thit 
nourable Houfe had formed its firft decifion. Thatextici^lli 
frpm this evidence, confined in general to one fide ^ 
qubftion, (and, in particular, having no teferenceto that 
mafs of authority on the other fide, furnifhed by Admirals, 
Governors, and others in official fituations, unlefstodifr 
credit it,) have been circulated in pamphlets, fold at, the; 
loweft prices, or even given gratis, wherever they conld 
produce e£Fe£l; and that, to thefe extradh, have been add^* 
ed various mifreprefentations. That, if your petitioners 
have not, in time, exerted themfelves in oppofition to 
thefe meafiires, it is becaufe they thought it impoffible 
'that men, ’avowing the purfuit of humanity and duty, 
could be capable of fuchunwartantable and cruel proceed- 
ings ; and becaufe your petitioners trufted to the juftice 
of their caufe and to the fairnefs of their condud);, as well 
as to thewifdom, the known information, and the declared 
opinion, of this honourable Houfe. 

“ That, with refpeft to the fecond circumftance which 
has lately occurred, namely, the a^ual evils confequent up- 
on the difcuffion of this quefiion : . without alluding to the 
prefent difcredit and appreHenfion afiedting all colonial pro- 
perty, they are to be found in the devaftation of the largeft 
of the French Weft-India colonies, with the mutual flaughter 
of its inhabitants. That this terrible difafter was preceded 
by a revolt in the Englilh colony of Dominica, and followed 
by the projcdl of another in Jamaica, happily fiifled' in its 
origin. 

“ That your petitioners truft thqt thefe new circuipAahcm 
are not fuch as to be likely to' inducfe this honouml^' Ifoufe 
tochange its firft opinions. 

Vot. XXXII. At 
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** ThathknolorifiRUs that the* negroes now^confider an abo- 
lition of the flave trade to be fynonimouswith a general eman- 
cipation ; and that^ fhould the abolition take place^ they will, 
ip conlequence of this idea, become (in the moft favourable 
event) lefs contented and lefs happy in their fituation; hut, 
moft probably^ they will be urged to a&s of defpcraie revolt, 
and involve themfelves, their mailer^, and the colonies, in one 
common ruin. 

** That your petitioners will not here ftate the importance 
of the fugar colonies to the manufidlures, agriculture, c6m- 
merce, navigation, and revenue, of the Britiih empire ; as 
being, they hope, already fuificiently felt by this honourable 
Houfc, as well as acknowledged by their adverfaries. That 
their adverfaries, indeed, fenhble that they could not otherwife 
have weight with this honourable Houfe, pretend that thefe ob- 
*jefls not only will not be injured, but will even be ajdcd, by 
an abolition of the (lave trade ; but your petitioners humbly hope 
fb far to have credit with this honourable Houfe for a right un- 
derftanding of iheir own concerns, after a longer and clofer in- 
vedigation of them than can have fallen to the lharcof their op« 
ponents, and likewife after the calumny they have experienced 
for perQfling in their opinions, and the confequent combina- 
tion which has arifen againd the confumption of their produce, 
as to be fuppofed not likely to be miftaken upon a fubjed in 
W'hich they are fo deeply interefted ; and, if your petitioners do 
not deceive themfelves herein, it is then impofliblc that a (lake 
of feventy millions fterling, in the Weft Indies, can be afFcftcd 
without afFe&ing every Member of this honourable Houfe, as 
well as the nation at large. 

That your petitioners, therefore, will humbly conclude 
by praying, firft, either that the difeuflion of this queftionmay 
now be terminated in fuch a manner as may difeourage its re- 
vival (the fufpenfion of the decifion being almoft equal in mif- 
chief to an abolition of the trade ;) or, fccondly, if it ftiall be 
decided that the flave trade (hall be aboliihed, that, in that cafe, 
tfce cotenifts,^ their creditors, and others connedlqd with the 
Weft Indies, may be fully indemnified ; as it cannot be the 
iwen if it fltould fall within the competence of this ho* 
l^lMCable Houfct when purfuinga fuppofed meafure of huma* 
nit/ on one fide, to ncgleA the acknowledged claim, not only 
3 
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of humaniy> but of juftice on the fide of the colo^^ ; or 
to caufe them to become viftims to the encouragemeht 
the prcfcnt fyftem of Wcft-India colonization, during abb^i 
century and a Kalf, and to owe their ruin to no other circutlS^'; 
fiance than to a miftaken confidence in the good faith and fieady 
eonduifi of the Legiflature of Great Britain- 
London y March 

When the clerk had done reading, 

Mr. BAILEY rofe, and expreflcd the relu£Iance he fdt in 
obtruding himfelf on the attention of the Houfe ; but, circum<pi 
ftanccd as he was, as agent for one of the moft valuable Weft* 
India iflands, he found himfelf impelled, by the fuperior calls 
of duty, to facrifice his private feelings, and declare his fenti** 
mcnts on the queftion, which he confidered one of the moft im* 
portant that had ever occupied the attention of Parliament. Ht 
felt it the more neceffary to declare his opinion, becaufe a long 
refidence in the Weft Indies, where hchad paffed the moft ac- 
tive part of his life, had given him an opportunity of forming 
a better judgement on the fubje8:, than thofe gentlemen who 
had brought it forward, and feeling, as he did, as ftrong an 
interefi, as any gentleman in that Houfe, for the trade, the 
manufaflures, and the navigation of Great Britain, all whieh 
were vitally involved in the novel and fpcculating doflrines of 
the day, he could not refrain from coming forward, and de- 
claring his fentiments. But it is not only a conftderable por- 
tion of the trade and navigation of this country, but the very 
exifience of thofe colonies, which have been efiablilhed, che- 
riihed, and fupported, under various ads of Parliament, that is 
at fiake. 

He then proceeded to analyze the charafters of thofe perfohs 
who had, with fo much zeal and indufiry, agitated this quef- 
tion, which he termed unfortunate and impolitic — and who 
had fo artfully contrived to devolve the management of the bufi- 
nefson an honourable gentleman, for whofe private virtues he 
profeffed the higheft refped. 

This gentleman’s arguments, Mr. Bailey obferved, upon a 
former occafion, operated upon the Minifier’s mind, and at Se 
fame time extended their effefts to the mind pf dfe right ho- 
nourable gentlemai^, who makes fovtry coi^picuousa figum 
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cm the, ^ theHoufe : there is^ added he, n€i- 

iher in nor out of Parliament, a roan who is a greater admirer 
incomparable and brilliant abilities of the right honoiur- 
alile gentleman than I am ; I confider them an ornament to 
this'Houfe, and an ornament to their country ; but however I 
may be difpofed to bow, with all due fubmiflion, to their opi- 
nions upon other occafions, yet, upon the prefcnt queftion I 
differ with them moft cflcntially ; I mean, the opinions they 
gave upon the former inveftigation of the queftion ; for, from 
the circumllances that have occurred in the hiftory of the Wef- 
tern World, fince the clofc of the laft feflion of Parliament, I 
flatter myfelf that they are now made fully fenfible of its evil, 
and dangerous tendency. However, to come 10 the right ho- 
nourable gentlemen in minifterial capacities, I do maintain, 
that ^he part they aSed, when the queftion was debated in Par- 
liament laft year, was unexpefled, very unbecoming their high 
charaders, and not at allconfiftent with the principles upon 
which, in my humble opinion, great ftatefmen ought' to aft. 

I conceive it to be the indifpenfable duty of men in high 
fituations, and who are, or may be, intrufted with the lead of 
public affairs, to confider npt only the general intcreft of the 
ftate, but of individuals, with a moft fcrupulous and attentive 
eye, and to lee that the good policy of the country, and the good 
underftanding that has long fubfifted betwixt Government and 
our diftant colonies, under the fanftion and proteftion of vari- 
ous afts of Parliament, (houid not be diiturbed, and broken 
in upon, byfuchawild, imprafticabic, and vifionary feheme, 
as the prefent queftion for abolifliing the African flave trade. 

I was induced to flatter myfelf, that the friends and promo- 
ters of the abolition would have contented themfelves with the 
mifehiefs that had already arifen, in confequence of the agita- 
tion of that unfortunate meafure, and that the fanguinaiy dif- 
pofitions of a certain defeription of people, would have been 
iully fatiated with the innocent blood that has already been 
fpat; but^alas! 'that is not likely to be the cafe; many of 
them have been known, and heard, to exult at the calamities 
we daily itpd of, fo that, in all probability, the mifehief is 
only dbnd^ti part, and npthing Jefs than the total defolation 
and deftruftion of the BrUiih Weft-India colonies can content 
tbwn. 
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I have in my hand a fmall pamphletf printed and pnbUfliel 
by order of the Weft- India planters and mercbantli for the 
ufe and information of the Members of both Houfes af^flarlia«* 


ment. 

It contains the fpeech of the deputies of St. Domingo to the 
national aflembly of France, and alfo the fpeech of M. Ber- 
trand, the late Minifter of the Marine and Colonies, upon the 
infurredion of the negroes jn that ifland. 

If the dcftruSlon of the moft cxtenfiveand moft valuable co- 
lony in the world, the maifacre of its inhabitants, the ravaging 
the moft beautiful part of the creation in a manner hithet to un- 
known and unheard of, and the unnat\iral murder of fathers by 
the hands of their own children, are fuflicient to operate upon 
the feelings of humanity, there is not, I am perfuaded, a gen- 
tleman in this Houfe, who can withftand the ftnck ; buttome^ 
who have a perfonal knowledge of the theatre of thefe dreadful 
fcencs, and who (though an EngUftiman, and at St. Domingo 
in the very height of the glorious and fuccefsful war that was 
carried on under the aufpices of that great and immortal Statef- 
man, Lord Chatham} received diftinguiftied marks of kindneft 
and hofpitality from many of thofe families, who by the late 
melancholy events have been tranfmitted to oblivion, they are 
doubly afflidling ; and when I bring to my rccolleftion that the 
caufes of all thefe calamities have originated in Great Britain, 1 
am overwhelmed with forrow. 

The iflan J of St. Domingo, Mr. Chairman, is as large as the 
kingdom of England. 

In the year 1789, the imports into that colony from France 
exceeded three millions fterhng, cxcluiive of near thirty thou- 
fand negroes, which, at a very m9derate valuation, may be 
eftimated at two millions fterling more. The exports from the 
colony, in the fame year, amounted in value to upwards of fix 
millions fterling, and their trade gave employment to three 
hundred thoufand tons of (hipping, and thirty thoufand fea- 
men. Thefe circumftances I take the liberty ftating to this 
Houfe, as a confirmation of th^ teftimony I gave before the 
Committee of the Houfe of Commons, when fitting on the 
flavc trade in the year 1790. 

In my evidence on that occafion, I gave it as my opinion, 
that the African and Weft-Indta trade of France asenetally cm* 
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ployed between forty and fifty thoiilGEind Teamen ; and when it it 
confidered^ that the produce of St. Domingo is hardly equal to 
two-tinrds bf the whole produce of the French Weft-India co- 
lonies/ I flatter, myiplf it will be admitted^ that I have not ex« 
ceeded In my calculation. 

Having faid fo much, by way of -introduftion, I muft now 
beg leave to make fome obfervations upon the fpeechof the ho- 
nourable gentleman who brought it forward, which I will en- 
deavour to do in as concife a manner as pofTible. 

I will afterwards take the liberty of calling the attention of 
the Committee to the value and importance of the Wefi-India 
and African trade to Great Britain ; to fome of the authorities 
under which the Weft-India colonies and African trade were 
eftabliihed ; to their dependence on each other, and to the injuf^ 
tice and impolicy of the prefent attempt to abolifh the African 
Have trade. 

The honourable gentleman who brought forward this quef- 
lion, has made life of nearly the fame arguments on the prefent 
occafion, which he did upon the difcufiion of the fubjeft laft 
year. And though It may be confidered tedious to go into the 
particulars of a mafs of evidence, which I take it for granted, 
every Member of the Houfe is mafter of, yet it is incumbent 
on me, fpeaking generally on the fubjeS, to take notice of 
the very partial manner in which the honourable gentleman and 
his friends have garbled from the whole body fuch particular 
parts of th^ evidence as were fuited to anfwer their own pur- 
pofes ; and with what an indecent indifference they have treated 
the teftimony of the feveral great and refpeftable charafters who 
voluntarily came forward, on our part, to remove that load of 
Calumny and abufe, which has been fo illiberally and wantonly 
thrown cut againft every perfon connefted with the Weft In- 
dia iGands 

I am very far from denying that many afts of inhumanity 
have been committed in the tranfportation of flaves from the 
coaft of Africa to the Weft Indies, and in the ti^eatment of 
thofe negroes after they had been landed on our iflands ; but as 
I believe j Sir, that thp failings and frailties of human nature 
prevail generaBy, in pristty much the fame proportion, all over 
-the world (I mean among civilized nations) it would Jbe' very 
vureafonablc to expeft, among that clafs of people concerned 
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in the African trader 6 t anioilig the inh^bit^ts of the 
Weft* India iflandsi a degree of moral perfedioa ^itis ndt to 
be found in Great Britain itfelf. 

Hc .fubmitted it to the candour of gentlemen/ tbte 
records of the Old Bailey ought to be confidcred as a ® cri- 
terion to eftimate thecharafterof the EngliOi nation by. Afrf' 
after urging this, aiked tbofe abolitionifts, if there have not 
been committed^ in this great and opulent city, aSs Of as 
{hocking, asbafe, and as barbarous a nature, as any contained 
in the great mafs of evidence now lying on the table ? 

I have lived, continued he, fixteen years in , the Weft In- 
dies, and notwithftanding what has been faid to the contrary, 
I do declare, in the moft folemn manner, that I confider the 
negroes in the Britifti Weft-India iflands to be in as comfort- 
able a ftate as the lower orders of mankind in any country in 
Europe. 

Before the agitation of this queftion, their minds were at 
cafe, and they were perfeAly contented with their fituation ; 
the confidence between them and their Uiafters»was fo unbound- 
ed, that (except in the ftores where fugar, rtjpi, provifions^' 
and cloathing were generally lodged) no locks were ever ufed. 
Such, I can afliire the Committee, was the general difpofition 
of the negroes in the Britilh Weft-India iflands in the year 
1776, when I returned to Europe, and they continued in that 
happy ftate until the enemies of the colonics came forward and 
propagated, with fo much zeal and induftry, the principles of 
their pernicious dodrincs. But I am forry to fay, the cafe is 
woefully reverfed at prefent: the Weft-India iflands are filled 
with emiflaries and inflammatory publications by the friends of 
the abolition. An univerfal diftrefs prevails, and inftead of 
being in that happy ftate which I have reprefented, every coun- 
tenance carries the appearance of anxiety and care and there 
is not an eftate without a depot for arms lodged, for the very 
purpofe of deftroying thofe, whofc lives every principle of hu- 
manity and intereft leads us to preferve; Some gentlemen may 
probably confider ihefe precautions as confiftent with the gene- 
ral fyftem o( oppreflion With which we are charged; but to 
me, who have been in fituations of danger, and know ibtne- 
thiiig of the feelings of men upon fuq& occafions, I can afTure 
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9$ hatmrzillt ^ntkmen^ duit feif-piiftrervation foregoei all 
Mhiar confiileratioas. 

Having faid fo inuj^hi Mr. Chairman^ bf the civil flfate of 
the n^oea in otir fflanda^ I muft now advert to their religious 
flat^» b^inning with the ifland of Grenada, where my property 
diidSy lies. 

That ifland, Sir, was ceded to Great Britain at the peace of 
1763. Upon our ta||ing poflfeflion of it, the negroes were found 
baptized, and inflrufted in fuch of the principles of the Roman 
Catholic faith, as were fuited to their humble capacities*-- 
That religion now univcrfally prevails ; for as new negroes 
were imported from Africa, they naturally adopted the religi- 
ous principles of thofe they found upon the illand, and the 
Priefts, who are always extremely induftrious in their voca- 
tions, never failed of giving them the neceflary inflrufiions ; 

that, in the courfe of twelve months, they are generally im- 
preiTed with very tolerable ideas of religious duties. There 
being no Proteflant Clergyman at that time in the colony, the 
gentlemen of thp ifland gave every poflTible encouragement to 
the religious purfuits of their negroes. One half of the num- 
ber on each eftatc were permitted to go every Sunday to public 
mafs, and the mornings and evenings of the Sabbath were dedi- 
cated to religious worfhip on the plantations, where the whole 
gang aflembled at the dwelling-houfe, or manflon, and went 
through the fervice of the Church of Rome, under the imme- 
diate eye of the mafler or manager, in a manner, and with a 
fervency, that would have done credit to more civilized focie- 
ties. 

Mr. Bailey, (profefling his own Implicit belief in the facred 
feriptures) declared, that, on thofe occafions, he entertained 
fentiments of the mod fervent devotion, and fuch as would not 
diflionour the mod pure and pious mind. As to the religious 
ftate of the negroes in tbeiflands where the Roman Catholic 
faith does not prevail, he remarked, that he was forry he could 
anot fay much. The Moravian Miflionaries have of late made 
great pfogrefs in opening the minds of the negroes, in our old 
iflands, to a fenfe of religious duties ; but there is among the 
pcigy of our eftablilhed Church a degree of inattention and 
indolence very much to be lamented, and which is very unpar- 
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donable on their part, confidering the ample provifion that is 
made for them by the legiflatures of our feveral colonies. 

The pious indrefpedtablecharaSer, (continued Mr. Bailey) 
who at prefcnt fo worthily fills the See of London, is, by what 
I am informed, extremely attentive to the morals and charac* 
ters of fuch men as are admitted into holy orders, for the pur- 
pofe of occupying the livings in the Weft- India iflands ; and I 
am perfedly convinced, that all poftible mean^ would be made 
life of by that mod excellent Prelate, to extend the-blcflings of 
the Gofpel to the minds of the negroes on all our plantations. 
Mr. Bailey then adverted to the manner in which the honour- 
able gentleman, who brought forward this queftion, and his 
friends, had, on the prefent and former occafions, dwelt upon 
the feverity of the punifliments that are ufually adminiftered to 
our negroes in the Weft-India iflands, and admitted, that in- 
ftanccs of cruelty, nay even of inhumanity, may be produced ; 
but I deny moft pofitively, continued he, that the principle or 
pradlice is general : and I wiflii to be permitted to a(k fuch of 
the Members of this Houfe as have had the honour of ferving 
in His Majefty's navy and army, if it is poflTible, orpradicable, 
to maintain that order and Subordination that are abfolutcly 
neceflTary among bodies of men, without the fear of punifh- 
ment ? I fay, Sir, that it is not poflible ; and as punifhments 
generally fall on delinquents, of whom there are a certain num- 
ber in every fociety, I do maintain, that, in every (hip’s crew 
and regiment, there is as great a proportion of people who 
come withirr that defeription, as in any gang of negroes in the 
Weft Indies, be they ever fo indifferently difpofed. 

That being admitted, I will be glad to afk, if ever there are 
punifliments infli£led on our feamen and foldiers ? Have we 
ever heard of feamen being flogged from (hip to (hip ; or of 
foldiers dying in the very aS of puni(hment, under the la(h of 
the drummer, when tied up to the halberds, and expofed in as 
fhameful and ignominious a manner as poflibly can be con- 
ceived ? Have we not alfo heard, even in this country of boaft- 
od liberty, of feamen being kidnapped and carried away, when 
returning from diftant voyages, after an abfence of many years, 
and that even without being allowed the comfort of feeing their 
wives and families ? 
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He cxprcffed a concern at the (latement of thofc circiim- 
ftances, and juftified himfelf, by a reference to the very illibe- 
ral manner in which the abolition enthulialls had brought for- 
ward every circiimftance that could implicate the Weft Indies ; 
and remarked, that objedls of mifery and companion are much 
more frequent to be met with in Europe than in America. I 
declare, without hefitatioii, faid the honourable gentleman, 
and upon the beft grounds of perfonal knowledge and infor- 
mation, that there are more wretchednefs and poverty in the 
parifti of St. Giles, in which I live, than there is in the whole 
of the extenfive colonies that now are, and formerly were, un- 
der the dominion of Great Britain ; taking them from Barba- 
does to Jamaica, round by the ploridas, and from thence to 
the ifland of Newfoundland. 

Mr. Bailey hoped the Committee would excufe him for 
dwelling fo long upon th*s part of his argument ; and requeft- 
cd their particular attention to the very unhandfome and illibe- 
ral manner in which the honourable gentleman, who took the 
lead in this bufinefs, and forac of his friends, had treated the 
charafters of many of the witneflTcs who were examined before 
the Committee of the Houfe of Commons. 

I am very far, continued he, from being difpofed to make 
general reflcffions on any body or fet of men, in the manner 
that has been adopted by thefe honourable gentlemen ; nor 
will I go into the particulars of the evidence, taking it for 
granted, that the unprejudiced part of this f ^oufe will confider 
the individuals that have been brought forward on the part of 
the African merchants, to be full as refpedlable, as unbialTed, 
and as independent in their charafters and fituations, as thofe 
who have appeared on the other fide. As to what regards that 
part of the evidence which applies to the Weft Indies, I am 
of a very different opinion indeed ; I admit, Sir, that there 
were produced by our opponents, fome perfons, to whofe tefti- 
mony a certain portion of credit oughrto be given ; but they 
were few in number, and therefore I will, venture to fay, that 
their general body of witnelTes was compofed of ill-informed, 
ignorant, and low men ; many of them picked up intheftreets 
of Liverpool and Briftol, where they were ftarving for want of 
bread, Having neither ability nor reputation to get Into any 
employment ; and hired by the emiifaries and agents of the 
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Society in the Old Jewry, for the very purpofe of giving fuch 
teftitnony as would miflead the minds of the Public, who had 
already been wrought up to an extraordinary ftate of belief, by 
the publication of the/inoft incredible chain •of incidents that 
ever appeared in print. 

Have we never heard, Sir, of the names of Rodney, Bar- 
rington, Hotham, Macartney, Vaughan, or Campbell, and 
l|ie many other great and refpeftable charaSers, who were ex- 
amined before the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, and 
gave ample teftimony to the comfortable fituation of the ne- 
groes in the Weft Indies ? 

Is the evidence of thofe gentlemen (to make nfe of the phrafe 
of an honourable Member of this Houfe) to be fet at nought ? 
Or rather, are we not to give full credit and belief to the words 
of men, to whom their country, in a great meafure, owes the 
importance and weight flie at prefent poirelfes among the na- 
tions of Europe ? 

For my part. Sir, I was filled with indignation at the very 
idea of drawing the opinions of fuch illuftrious charafters into 
comparifon with the evidence of thofe on the oppofite fide, 
upon thedifeuflion of the fubjed laftyear ; and I lamented ex- 
ceedingly, that I was not then in a fituation to give my fenti- 
ments upon it. 

He then proceeded to ftate the value and importance of the 
Weft Indian and Af rican trades to Great Britain. 

It is not my intention, faid he, to take up the time- of the 
Committee, with an account of the revenue arifing to Govern- 
ment from the importation of the produft of our Weit- India 
iflands ; as probably I may be told by fome of the politicians of 
the prefent day, that a fimilar importation from Oftend or Ha- 
vre, would in that refpedt be attended with the fame advan- 
tages to Great Britain. I will therefore, Sir, confine myiclf, 
to our trade and navigation to the colonies and to Africa ; and 
will be glad to a(k fuch gentlemen as are pleafed to pay proper 
attention to the fubjeft, if the exportation to, and the importa- 
tion from, the Britifh Weft-India iflands and Africa, to the 
amount in the whole of ten million ftcrling annually, the giving 
employment to 300,000 tons of {hipping, and about 25,000 
feamen, are not objefts of the utmoft importance to Great Bri- 
tain ? The gentlemen who had aSed fo very hoftilc a part, to 
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the interedof the colonies, may now, as on a former occafion, 
conlider thefe objedls greatly over-rated ; but as I deal in maN 
ters offaA, aiid in fads only, I will be bound to make what I 
advance appear ^ell-foundcd, and to the entire fatisfadion of 
this Houfe, when, and in whatever mode they are pleafed to 
order me. 

Having mentioned in a concife, but accurate manner, the 
value and importance of our Weft-Indian and African trade, 
he pointed out fome of the authorities, upon which our claims 
are founded ; of the dependence of the colonies upon the Af- 
rican trade, and of the injuftice and impolicy of the prefent 
queftion. 

However much, fiiid he, it may be the fafliion of the prefent 
times, to prefer the opinions of retired and fpeculative philof)- 
phers to the wife colonial fyflem that has been eftablifhed by our 
forefathers, and by which this country and the colonics have 
thriven ; yet he was convinced, that the prefent Parliament was 
too much awake to the true intcrclls of Great Britain, not to 
pay proper attention to the encouragement and proteclion that 
have been given to the Weft-India colonies, and to the African 
trade, fince their firft eflablifliment. 

As it would take up too much of the time of the Houfe to go 
fully into the authorities, he meant to confine himfclf to a very 
few; being unaccuftomed to fpeak in public, would beg the 
indulgence of the Committee to call in the aid of written infor- 
mation, and to reqiieit of the clerk to read occafionally fuch 
parts of the feveral afts and refolutions as apply moft immedi- 
ately to the fubjefl: of debate. 

The a£ls and declarations of the Britifli Legiflature, moft 
material to this queftion before the Houfe, may be claffed under 
thefe different heads, viz. 

I ft, Such as declare the faid colonies, and the trade thereof, 
advantageous to Great Britain, and therefore entitled to her 
proteftion and encouragement. 

adly, Such as authorize, proted, and encourage, the trade 
to Africa, as advantageous in itfelf, and neceffary to the wel- 
fare and exiftence of the faid fugar colonies. 

3dly, Such as promote and fecure loans of money to the pro- 
prietors at the faid coloniesi either from Britifli fubjeds, or 
from foreigners. 
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The fevera;] a6ls are as followi viz. 

In the firft clafs, 

15 Car. II. cap. 7. 22 and 23 Car. II. cap. 26. 7 & 8 
W. III. cap. 22. 9 & 10 W. III. cap. 23. 3 and 4 Ann, 6 
Ann. cap. 30. 6 Geo. II. cap. 13. laGfeo. II. cap. 30. 27 
Geo. III. cap. 27. 

In the fccond clafs, 

1662 Cha. II. 1672 cap. 2. 9 & lo Will. & Mary, cap. 
26. 5 Geo. III. cap. 44. 23 Geo. Ill, cap 65. 27 Geo. 
III. cap. 27. 

In the third clafs, 

5 Geo. II. cap. 7. 13 Geo. III. cap. 14. 14 Geo. III. 
cap. 79. 

When thcfe feveral a£ls of Parliament were read, Mr. Bai- 
ley remarked, that if any dependence were to be placed upon 
the afts of the Britilh Legiflature, the authorities he had quoted 
miift operate upon the minds of the unprejudiced Members of 
the Houfe, and of the community at large, in fo forcible a 
manner, as to afford every reafonable hope for the mod perfeft 
fecurity to our properties. 

They appeared to him unanfwerable, and even to preclude 
the neceflity of ufing any farther argument upon the fubjeft ; 
but, added he, as we have experienced a want of candour on 
the part of our opponents, which could hardly have been fuf- 
pe6led, I muft once more trefpafs on the goodnefsof the Com- 
mittee, by requefting their attention to the encouragement and 
proteftion that have been given to the Weft-India colonies, 
and to the African trade, from the reign of Charles II. down 
to the prefent tilnes, and efpecially during the reign of Queen 
Anne. 

That reign, which may very well be called the Auguftan age 
of Great Britain, was diftinguilhed by the appearance of the 
mod enlightened charafters in all departments that ever any 
country produced ; many of them remarkable for their piety 
and learning, and whofe writings will live for ages, after the 
wretched produdions of the miibrable fchifmatics of the pre- 
fent day are buried in oblivion. Yet, Sir, we do not find, in 
the parliamentary hidory of thofe days, nor in any other wri- 
tings that we know of, the lead tendency to fuch wild and dc- 
druflive dodrines as the prefent. No, Mr. Chairman, they 
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were referved for this age of novelty and innovation ; and for 
the temper and difpofrtion of a certain defeription of people, 
which arc amply manifefted by the publications of the mod in- 
flammatory and dangerous tendency with which our daily pa- 
pers arc crowded, and difgraced. 

I am perfeftly fatisfied, that thetjneftion before this honour- 
able Houfe is only an introdudion to greater evils. 

The Weft Indies is the moft vulnerable part of our domini- 
ons ; and being at a diftance, and having few advocates in Par- 
liament, is of courfe the moft likely to become an eafy objeft 
of prey to artful and defigning men ; however, Mr. Chairman, 
our brethren in thofe iflands being the Tons of Britons, and their 
forefathers having carried acrofs the Atlantic Ocean all the 
rights and privileges that appertain to Britifli fubjeds, you may 
reft pcrfcftly fatisfied, that they will not tamely fubmit to be 
robbed of every thing that is dear to them. The abolition of 
the African {lave trade will be an abfolute breach of the compact 
that ties the colonies to the mother country ; and being found- 
ed on injiiftice, and contrary to the fpirit and meaning of the 
laws of England, will meet with univerfal rcfiftance. 

I am perfeflly well acquainted with the temper and difpo- 
fition of the inhabitants of our Weft- India iflands ; they poflefs 
abilities, having in general received the befl education this 
country affords, and having a lively and jull fenfe of their own 
rights and privileges. 

I confider it my duty, as a moft hearty well-wifher to tlic 
true interefts of this country and its colonics, to inform this 
Houfe, that it is not in the power of Great Britain to pre- 
vent the introduftion of negroes into the Britifh Wclt-India 
iflands. 

A ferious attention to the fcvcral afts I have mentioned, and 
to the many other authorities with which our books are filled, 
muft fully convince every unprejudiced Member of this Houfe, 
and the community at large, that the laws in cxiftence have 
given as perfed fecurity to the lives and fortunes of His Majef- 
ty’s fubjefls in the Weft-India iflands, as they do to his fub- 
jefts in Great Britain ; and that their property cannot be med- 
dled with or diminifhed, in any ibape whatever, without full 
jmd ample compenfation. 
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I f Great Britain is in a fituation to piirchafe the fee-fimpfc of 
the property in all our iflands, I, for one, have no objeftion 
to the making of a bargain ; but how isthc value to be eftimat- 
cd ; Agreeably to the principles of the laws of England and 
of the colonies, by a jury of the vicinage ; (pr I can alTure the 
honourable mover of this queflion, that wc are not at all in a 
difpofition to have that material point afeertained by the difere* 
tionary opinions of his friends in the Old Jewry. Mr. Bailey 
then alked, whether the HouCe was not in poffcfllon of full and 
fntisfaftory information of every circumftance with regard to 
the Weft-India colonics ? Do not the tlic report of the Com-^ 
mittce of Pi ivy Council, and that immenfe body of evidence 
riiat was taken before a Committee of the Houfe, and which 
now lie on tiie table, declare moll pofitively that our prefent 
flock of negroes cannot be kept up without an importation 
from Africa; and that if the African trade is aSoIillKd, there 
is an end of every fpecies of improvement in all our iflands ? 

How, then, arc the proprietors of lands in the ceded iilands, 
which were piirchafed of Government, under fpecific condi- 
tions of fetilement, to be indemnified ? And what is to be- 
come of an honourable friend of mine, now a Member of this 
Hoiife, and fitting near me, who, with another gentleman and 
myfcif, purchafed the lands that were granted by the Crown to 
General Monckton in the ifland of St. Vincent, in the jrcar 
1773 or 1774, in confequence of the addrefs of the Houfeof 
Commons of that day to His Majefly, and as a reward for that 
GeneraVs military fervices ? 

The American war, which immediately fucceeded our pur- 
chafe, prevented our making any progrefs in the fale of thefc 
lands until the year 1784. Our fales then commenced, and 
went on very brifkly until the year 1788, when it was firft 
known that a plan was in agitation Tor abolifhing the African 
flavc trade. Since that period we have done little or nothing, 
and we have now 1500 acres of the land on hand, which will 
be of no value whatever, if the prefent queftion ihould be de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

He then demanded, whether any gentleman, cither in or out 
of Parliament, could pretend to fay, that the colonills have not 
a juff and equitable claim upon the Government of this coun- 
try for full and ample compenfation ? But, waving for a mo- 
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ment the imfafliionable doftrine of colonial rights^ how, he 
defired to know, could compcnfation be made to the many 
thoufand manufafturcrs, who at prefent find employment in 
providing the numberlefs articles that are daily wanted for the 
life and confumptipn of the Wcft-India iflands, and who muft 
fooner or later experience the dlftrefs that ill refult from the 
prefent phrenzy, if the colonies fliould . be fuffered to go to 
riiin ? 

Is there a flioe, is there a flocking, is there a hat, or is there, 
a yard of cloth of any kind, ufed by the inhabitants oi our 
iQands, that is not manufaftiired in Great Britain ? Nay, the 
very impleinents of hufbandry, theprovifions and luxuries that 
are neceflary for the confumption of our tables, go from this 
country, and that at a conlidcrablc cxpence of frefli commif- 
fions and infurance, every fliilling of wliich centers in Great 
Britain. 

Is not the whole furpliis revenues of our eflates fpent here, 
and are not our children educated in this country, andinflruft- 
cd in thofe principles of affection and loyalty, that have ever 
made them confidcr Great Britain as their mother country ? — 
And let me be permitted to afk the moll inveterate of our foes, 
if we ever have, by any aCt of fedition or rebellion, forfeited 
in the fraalleft degree the coiinlenuncc and protection which, 
as fons of Britain, and fubjecls of the fame good and gracious 
Sovereign, we are molt unqueilionahly entitled to ? I maintain 
that we have not ; and therefore, as acolonifl, and in the name 
of the Britifli Wcff-India col'^nics, I demand of the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, that fupport and proteftion which, 
upon the principles of good policy and faith, they are in duty 
bound to afford us, in comriiun with the reft of His Majefty’s 
loyal fubjefts. 

Mr. Bailey concludcJ by obferving, that there was ftill one 
confideration more attending the qneftion, of full as much im- 
portance as any he had mentioned, and that was, the fatal ef- 
feSs a diminution of our trade would have upon the navi- 
gation of Great Britain. He then demanded, whether it did 
not appear, by the evidence on the table, that the Weft India 
trade is confidered a moft excellent nurfery for feamen ; and in 
all the wars we have of late been engaged in, had been found 
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the mofl: aftive and ufeful body of men in lira Majefty’s 
navy ? . 

For his own part, confidcring the navy as our beft and m 
natural defence, he was one ofthofe who thou|^ht that Teamen 
ought to be made by all pofliblc means ; an<l, upon that prin- 
ciple, contended, that tlie trade to Africa fhould meet with 
every encouragement this country can give. Indeed, added he, 
fo'great an enthufiaft am I for the incrcafe of our navigation 
and feamen, that w’hilc 1 have the honour of being a Member 
of this Hoiife, I never will, give my cojifcnt to any meafure 
that can poflibly tend to leflen the number of our feamen one. 
man. This I hold to be found conftitutional dodlrine \ aiyl 
thofewho are of a different opinion, 1 will ever confideras ig- 
norant of the true interefts of Great^Britain, and enemies to 
its welfare and profperity. 

Mr. VAUGHAN rofe to vindicate the Planters. He la- 
mented, that in the difcuifion of the qiiettion their condufl: had 
been involved with that of the Traders ; particularly as this 
view of the bufinefs had been ufed to ftop the fupplles of lie- 
groes from Africa. In tliis ftage, he apprehended, it was ne- 
ceflary to remove any prejudices which might arife refpefting 
his teftimony, as he was connefted with the Weft Indies by 
birth, profellion, and private fortune. He had not reforted 
to merchandize from motives of ncccflity, but from thofe of 
independence, a noble Perfonage liaving offered to provide for 
him in a very ample manner. At an early period of life be 
had refifted this temptation, and refolved to improve his own > 
fortune, free from tlie operations of political parties. ,With 
regard to his fentiments of freedom, he believed every perfon 
would be convinced, that he had certainly imbibed principles 
of the moft laudable nature, when he mentioned, that he had 
been the pupil of Dr. Pricftlcy, and had alfo ftudied with Mrs. 
Barb'auid's father. Thefe were ample teftimonies of the rec- 
titude of his condufl., and he flattered himfclf that every gen- 
tleman would thence be fully perfuaded of his fincerity. 

To gratify his curiofity, and to eftablifh in his mind the 
complete truth, he had vilited Jamaica. Thc|ehe learnt, firft, 
that the negroes were not in a ftate to embrace perfcfl: liberty ; 
fecondly, that their civilization would be attended with wants 
tuiavoidablc m iimilar drcumftances ; and that thofe who had 
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embarked thak fortunes in the colonies^ might be inevitabty 
ruined. 

What had entailed upon the planters fomc degree of oppro- 
brium, was the/:6rredion of the fpecles-of negroes called Ma- 
roons. They confiantly refufed to work, and threw the labour 
upon tbeit wives, who were ruled by their hufbands in the moft 
defpotic manner. 

As he had undertaken a voyage to Jamaica to form a true 
judgement of the fubjed, by the evidence of his own eyes, he 
delivered his opinions free and unbialTcd, He fcorned to fa- 
crifice the feelings o^ his heart to his intereft : whatever alle- 
gations he might advance were purely the efTeAs of convic- 
tion. 

’" The emancipation of the negroes, to which this motion, he 
dppiehended, would operate, appeared to him impolitic and 
impra&icable< Civilization was progrellive, and fliould pre- 
cede the grant of freedom. It ought, at the fame time, to be 
recolle^ed, that in a civilized (late the mind had wants; but, 
in flavery, the body alone fufFered. Between the tropics, 
white people could not be employed, the excelTive heat of the 
climate roKkring their fervices ufelefs. The planters were 
anxious for the completion of thrir work ; they required work-^ 
men, notflaves. Infteadof the abolition of ftavery, he moft 
earneftly recommended fchools for teaching the Chriftian reli- 
gion, by which the purpofesof focicty would be better anfwer- 
ed than the indulgence of wild theories, which had already 
been too inimical to the community at large. The whites, he 
foon faw, could not replace the negroes in the field ; a 
which the Sierra Leone Company had lately thcmfeivcs ac- 
knowledged, in oppofition to Mr. Ramfay. The fituation, 
alfo, of the negroes was better than he could have fuppofed ; 
for cloaths and fuel they could have little want on account of 
the climate ; they had a houfe and land gratis ; they fulFered no 
imprifonment for debt, no fear of not being able to fupport a 
fatnily to deter them from marrying ; their orphans and wi- 
dows wci^ furc to be taken care of, as likewife themfelves, 
when old, or meeting with accidents ; they had medicines, 
furgeryi midw|kry, and attendance, gratis ; they had their 
private property, which no maftcr ever took from them. They 
petfe^Iy refigned, sit the time he abroad, to tlieir 
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fituation, and' looked for notkiilg beyotid it. 
the labouring poor of the iliands ; and v^ith refped to nbcdTa- 
ries, they appeared as happy as any other poOr> add h^ a$ 
many amurements of their own and as much aheerfulnefs. It 
was cruel to fzy, as Mr. Ramfay had done, that they had only 
four or five hours to themfelves in the four and twenty, for ^is 
was not enough for fleep, much lefs for their night rambleSv 
To prove thefe aflertions, he affirmed, that in all his excur- 
fions through the ifland,' he had not feeri any beggars ; every 
perfon was employed, and the negroes had the difpofal of the 
money which they could acquire in their leifure hours. 

As to Africa, there feemed no mode at that time of prevent- 
ing her ftipplying frefh flaves ; fo that he did not conceive hoW 
an error in the importation couldbe corredted, Unlefsby a change 
in the fpirit of the timesr, not having poiTeffion of an Alexan- 
der’s fword to tut the Gordian knot by force, in the face of 
a£ls of Parliament, and without providing indemnity to the 
concerned. 

Mr. Vaughan now proceeded to notice a number of preju- 
dices refpeding the colonies: firft, that it was nothing but cru- 
elly which occafioned the inequality of deaths and burials.— 
But was it cruelty that occafioned this inequality in the, great 
city of London ? Or in particular clafles of people in all 
places, fuch as domeftic fervants, foldiers, &c* ? It was ow- 
ing to celibacy, or difeafe, according to the cafe. Among 
the negroes, it was owing to the formerly prevalent plan of 
having more males than females imported, and to thedilTolute- 
nefs of thofe people, as well as to their difeafes ; particularly 
among the children whofe frequent deaths at a particular date 
from their birth and their doing well in general, if they furvived 
that date. Thence, the calamities mentioned could li^t be owing 
to cruelty. 

He remarked, that the two opinions fe^ed dontradi(£iory, 
that the negroes were walling from cruelty, and yet that they 
increafedfo as to make farther importations fuperfluoUS. He 
then paid a high compliment to Mr. Pitt, and noticed one d 
hisobjedions on the rubje£l of colony pc^ulatiom 

He fpoke alfo bf a difficulty about populatfllfe, even in theiSi' 
iliands, which nearly kept up their numbers by procreatiofi 

which was, that the failure might be owing to the inertefir^dll 
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one eftate co^penrating for lofles upon another. Diffisrent 
eflatcs, from different caufts» were more healthy than others ; 
hut it ihouid beconfidercd) that thefc eftates would not inter- 
change their numbers. Whereas when labourers were free- 
men, rthey circulated from one employer to another, and ap- 
peared wherever they were wanted. 

In Tnall effates, or fmall iflands, any calamity made a deep 
and permanent impreflion on the population ; fuch as famine, 
pi igue, fmall pox, or war. This difafter was exemplified in 
Indian tribes ; in many cafes in hlftory, fome of which cafes 
had lately operated' in the'Weft Indies. 

He contended, that all chaftifement with refpc£^ to negroes 
was not cruelty ; the owners of flaves generally withdrew them 
from ^1 public juflice that criminals who would be pub- 
licly executed clfe where, were oftei^from a miftaken huma- 
nity, kept alive by their matters, and liable to be puniflicd re- 
peatedly from repeating their' faults. 

Diftributivc juftice occafioncd many puniflimcnts, as every 
flavc was to be protefted againtt every other flavc. 

The care of the negroes themfelvcs, as to their health, pro- 
vifions, cloathing, family, and the like, occafioncd other pu- 
nifliments. 

All circunittanccs fliould be diftinguiflied from piinilhmcnts, 
to enforce labour, or tliofc arifing from cruelty. 

So far.wer^ the negroes from being negleded, that infinite 
anxiety occurred with many owners about their flaves whom 
they often vifited in perfon when lick ; and to corroborate ihcfc 
fafts, the evidence before the Houfc had ftated that 9I. ftcrl- 
ing had been given for attending a difficult cafe in midwifery. 

Many dileafes were ntw to Europeans in the ^iflands, and 
required time to admit of a plan to perfed the cure. 

Thus a diminution of theniimber of negroes, in the cplonles* 
might happen without cruelty* 

Circumftances of a very different kind, refpedllng tlic cok)- 
zite, r^uinwj.fomc notice to prevent mifcouftruclien* The 
objections -which foine perfons had to confuming fugar, when 
it came from (the Weft. Indies,' were liable, for example, to 
produce mifcbj|jl|; To obviate thefe allegations, he affirmed, 
Uiat indigo was a plant which bad no offals, and was good for 
^either man nor bcaftj fo fugar was an article of cultivation, 
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knpwn to be favourabletoboth ; aod as the pUnteF$ 
confcnt fo keep their negroes idle, it was commcndabt to a^ 
ti;e negroes to be employed in the manner moil beneficiai to^the 
Public. 

Another objeftion was, that the crops of the fugat coJomea 
were fubjeft to many cafualties, which made them pre^rious 
objefts of attention. It ihould, however, be remembered, that 
gentlemen had experienced the interpofitioh of farmers b^ween 
thcmfelves and the fluSuations of their crops ; but in the iflands, 
the planters kept in general immediate pofleilion of their own 
cilates, and therefore felt every variation of the crops. 

A third objection waf, that the colon ifts were monopolLfts, 
fold fu^Mr dear, and obtained great profits. The colony fyf- 
lem, which was the occafion of a mutual monolopy, had given 
advantages to fome ptanters, but others had purchafed from the 
firft comers fo as to have bare profits. 

On the whole, hehadfeen little, if any of thecruelty or out- 
rage talked of ; none at all on the eftatc where he refided ; and 
the whip, the Hocks, and confinement alone, wxre in ufe in 
other places. Thumb-ferews and other initruments of torture 
having been entirely aboliflicd. 

He confefled that there was room for much amendment ; h© 
would inentipn what occurred to him on this head, becaufe, if 
proper, his hints might receive the faiiclion of Government. 
In the mean time, thofc perfons wdio complained of the colo- 
nills, might do much fcrvicc by reforting to the iflands, aiid by 
teaching the planters how to take care of their eftates and pre- 
ferve their negroes, for which purpofe many were ready to fell 
their properties to them at advantageous bargains. Thus the, 
philanthropy of the age might be indulged, and the prefent 
proprietors might receive fome compenfation for their pro- 
perty. 

Mifllonarlcs, fome of the itinerant Clergy for example, pre- 
fent at the debate, might be of the utmoH utility in the iflands. 
The Catholics in the ceded iflands, and the Moravians at An- 
tigua, had beeq of the greateft benefit ; and many planters, 
and leveral iftand legiflators, had recommended the expedient* 
Wherefeligion was once indilled, there *|Mbld be iefs^punijlh? 
ment i more done, and better done ; more marriages, 
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ifltie, aod moie attaduneiit to their iziaAers and to the Go^ 
yemment. 

Another article of nnrqh importance was to inftitute medical 
focieties. Medical ipeahad often much enthufiarm^ more than 
ipi moft other profelfimis^ and certainly more than in the church, 
die law, or the army. Their communications would contri- 
bute much to the public benefit. They had many new difeafes 
to encounter where they had no ancient pra^lice^ nor the know- 
ledge derived from neighbouring countries to affift them. The 
difeafes of negro infants were particularly worthy of their at- 
tention, as he himfclf knew no remedy for the great difeafe by 
which they were attacked. 

T^ work was another improvement ; there were inconve- 
nicncies in it eaflly to be avoided, fuch as having too much fe- 
verity exercifed upon the negrces at onetime, and permitting 
them too much relaxation at another. 

Premiums had been given to mothers for the number of chil- 
dren reared, but fathers had hitherto been forgotten. Tothefe 
premiums might be added honourary di{lin£lions and folid ad- 
vantages, which would coft nothing to the owners. 

Negro evidence fliould be allowed to be given in Courts of 
Law, with an option to the Court or jury to accept it accord- 
ing to the cafe. 

Cruel mafters might be puniflied in various ways : their ne- 
groes fhould be taken from them, and put into trufl. Every 
inflirument of punifhment fhould be abolifhed, excepting the 
whip, to which might be added confinement. A limitation of 
the number of lafhes appeared to be neceflary, which, fhould it 
prove infufficient, it fhould be ordered that the punifhment 
fhould not be repeated till after due intervals. 

No danger could occur in making examples of white perfona 
' for oppreflion of their flaves. Such a falutary meafure fhould 
be immediately adopted ; the public expeft it. The charader 
of the colonifls, whofe coindu£l is cxcmpUiry, are prejudiced 
by being confounded with thofe of the moft bafe of mankind. 
It is detefiaible to think how far the principle of (helteriag the. 
whites may proceed; in fa£l, they ought to extend no farther 
than deemed necefCi^ to feciire the flave on the one hand, and 
^is proteSion on the other. Mr. Locke, indeed, in his cop- 
pitution of Carolina, fays, that the authority and power of tlie 
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mafterwotahfcditte ; b'mhefecooiiaBiid^t^^^ 

be permitted the choice of his rel^on^ and the Ubeit; of 

ingit. 

If the abolition of the flave trade fvm to pafs^ he tilled 
their attention would be turned to thSethnification. Without 
going farther into the fubjeA atprefent, it muft be recollefted, 
that many thoufand acres had been fold in the ceded iflands for 
6 or yoq^oool. and that many hundred thoufand acres had paid 
quitrents in Jamaica, though not fully cultivated. ^ 

The firft indemnity wanted, was that of labourers, which was 
an indemnity in kind. 

If free labourers could be found in Africa, the planters wqull 
be glad of them, as they only wanted labour, whether paid for 
daily or otherwife : they did not want Oaves to tyrannize over 
them. Perhaps it vbs, after all, from African labourers, 
flavcF, or freemen, that the whole parts of America ;iow unfet* 
tied would at laO be pebpled, 

Mr. Vaughan concluded by aflqng, whether Mr. Wilber- 
force did not defign to fuifer his queftion to be divided? namely, 
to have it propofed generally, OrO for the abolition without any 
limitation, and then leave room for the infqrtioii of a liouted 
time, if voted for ? 

Mr, WILBERFORCE explained the prccife meaning of 
the motion, which was dated in the words of it. 

Mr. H. THORNTON fpokc decidedly for the aboli- 
tion, He faid, he fincerely regretted that fome mercantile 
men, of more weight and ability than himfelf, had not ri- 
fen to vindicate the honour of commerce, and refeue it from 
the difgraceful imputation, that it had, or could have, any 
thing in common with the flave trade, which was a fcauda^r 
lous traffic in human flellu As no other perfon of com- 
mercial charadler had undertaken this talk, he had refolved 
to take it upon himfelf. The two honourable gentlemen 
who had oppofed his honourable friend’s motion, had both 
travelled to the Weft. Indies; but they had not vilited, 
even in imagination, the coaft of Africa, from whence the 
wretched flaves were brought ; nor had they diougbt proper 
to take the lead notice of the enormities, fo ablyaud pathe- 
tically deferibed by his honourable friend, which dirgraced 
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naAiie Engli^mm on that coaft. The two hohonr* 
able^etnhep agrted, that It was neceflary to the planters 
to find men to wc^h their eftates, and that, if they could 
not get them elfewiien^ >they muft procure them from Af- 
rica* This fomewhat refemhled the advice of the father to 
hisfon,-r“^* Get money honcftly if you can; but at all 
events get money.’* For it meant this : — ‘‘ Woikmen 
widi to procure honeftly, if we can ; but, let us 
get them what way we may, we muft have them at all 
** events.” 

He would not allow that the traffic in human ftefh was a 
troile; he could view it in no other light than as a crime; 
■and therefore he would not confent to any regulation of it, 
for he would not fan^lion a crime by rendering it an ohje6l 
of regulation. He called upon all thofe to whom the cha- 
rader of a Britifli merchant was dear, to come forward, and 
refeuethat refpeflahle name from difgrace, by putting an 
enid to what was falfely called a branch of trade, but which 
was, in reality, nothing more than a fyftem of cruelty, ba^ 
barity, rapine, and murder. 

In addition to the inftances of kidnapping given by Mr, 
Wilberforce, he gave fome others that had occurred on tlie 
coaft near the new fettlement at Sierra Leone, in which he 
was concerned. A fliot was one day heard ; and, on in-’ 
quiry, it was found to be a kind of fue de jole for the cap- 
ture of an unfortunate man, who was to be fold as a Have. 
A man had afiually fold his father, who was a rich man ; 
and he redeemed himfelf by felling to the Englifti fome of his 
own flav:s : thus was nature perverted by a commerce which 
we had introduced among the Africans. 

Mr. Thornton read a letter frdin KingNaimbaro,. in the 
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, who complained thiit three 
of his relations Had been kidnapped, and carried off to the 
Weft Indies ; where they were at that moment in a ftate of 
fiavery. The Iet|Br was as follows : «« My fubjefh, and 
the fubjefls of other Kings, ha ve been ftolen away by the 
^ inhabitants of all nations who viflt this coaft. Three of 
my own relations have been taken away by Captain Coxe^ 
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»« iqcileAed tl^ p«^ty or pei^oa i»f 
•* natives of Great Britain ; 1 borne n^niy 
" from them, which have'occafioned meto faf ifilent ^|Sb|j;. 
** whether I fliall fee hiy rel^uiont nfi|in X i^w nov 
** thofe who took them will be call^ fr) account ^r 

a^iOns one day or another.” Mr. Thorton (aid 
was the dreadful date of the country, that neither Kings npa 
jSeople were fafe; and that, in fa£t, ,the greateft hinderatice 
they had found to the eftabiilhment of the Sierra Leon* 
colony, was owing to the general dread and fear which the 
natives ha^ to refide near the cpaft; and that a principal 
hope in eftabli/hing that colony, and introducing indiifiry 
and cultivation into Africa,^ depended upon the motion bir 
fore the Houfe — ^the abolition of that trade. 

Mr. Thornton infifled, that, as the trading in flawes Was 
againft every principle of juftice, we ought to renounce it at 
once, and not fufFer any roiferable idea of policy to prevail, 
in making us retain what it was impoffible for us to defend. 
He faid, the coaft near the new fettlement at Sierra Leone^- 
had once been populous, and highly cultivated ; but, in con* 
fequence of the appearance of our Have (hips there, it was 
now almoft a defert. 

He maintained, that, by cultivating a good underftsnd- 
ing with the people of the country, by encouraging them 
to cultivate the earth, and (hewing a facred regard for pro* 
perty, we might open a thoufand channels of commerce 
with them, which ntight be carried on on both fiderwithout 
occalioning a pang to the feeling bofom, or bringing a tear 
into the eye of humanity. The huipber of forts which we 
poflefled along the coall, with diftri^s round each of them, 
afforded us better means than any other European nation 
pOfle^, of giving the natives a ^affe for agriculture, and 
the toueobje^s of commerce. He was of opinion, theO, 
that we ought to avail ourfelves of this circeatffance, and 
' renoUnoe immediately the infiimoas (lave t|ade, which wig . 
a reproach to us both as Chriftians and meh. 
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A adv^erted tb the before the Houfe, which he 

tiie fenife bf the Public, with regard to 
the l^eral injuftice pftHt trade; and that it waa derogatory 
to the character and dignity of the nation, to fuiFer it to be 
^irried on. Hb though^ that, while the "enemies of our in- 
valuable conilitution were endeavouring to fow the feeds of 
difcontent, it would be highly incumbent for that Houfe 
to evince id the Public, that they were not the laft to feel 
theie public fentiments of juftice, and that" they (hould ra- 
ther, anticipate the public fentiments on every great point. 
He Hoped, notwithftahding the variety of opinions which 
prevailed, that there would be this night an unanimous de- 
qfion for the quellion^ and thereby (hew that high fenfe of 
juftice and humanity, for which this country had always 
flood pre-eminent. 

Colonel TARLETON declared, that notwithftanding all 
the violence with which this motion was fupported laft year, 
notwithftanding the indefatigable exertions of the junto fince 
that period, which were fylly evinced by the pile of petitions 
that had been placed upon the table, he (liould not (brink 
from the queftion, but proceed to argue againft a fpeculation 
which, if carried into effeft, muft eventually prove deftruc- 
tive to the interefts of this country ; being firmly convinced 
that humanity, to become laudable, (hould be tempered with 
juftice. 

The Colonel then proceeded to obferve, that he did not con- 
fiderit neceflary, after the thorough inveftigation which this 
queftion had undergone, and the adjudication it received from a 
refpe<ftable majority laft year, again to enter into all the minu- 
tiae, which are iieceflTarily implicated in fo important a debate, 
and which have been already fo amply difeufled ; but (hould 
content himfelf with touching . upon the different prominent 
features, and never lofe fight of that philanthropy which the 
abolitipnifts fallacioufly efteem to be their vantage ground on 
tllds occafton. As one of the reprefentatives of a great and 
flpurifhing-commercial town, a friepd to the rights and pro- 
perties of many thoufand ,pf manufaSurers, merchants, and 
planters, and an advocate likewife for humanity, goc^ policy, 
and juftice, he would |)ro€eed briefly and cleanly to (late thofe 
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arguments which occurred to him againft the abcdition the Af- 
rican trade. 

I {hall not now> obferved the Colonel, notice t&je 9rig%#f 
the trade; the fanftion it has received fromParliameniV llic 
ftate of ignorance in which the natives of Afrjca are invohed ; 
the horrid defpotifm which pervades it, in confetjuence of ^hat 
barbarifm ; or compare the wild government of the Weft. In- 
dies with the favage tyranny of the Kings and Priifces' of Af- 
rica ; but endeavour to point out the impolicy and impoflibility 
of abolifhingthe African trade. 

The different ftates of Europe arc, apd have been for ages 
paft, folicitous to increafe their commerce, their colonies, and 
their flave trade ; and by experience have found, that the prof- 
perity of all depended upon the fuccefs of each. 

I need not enumerate the Portuguefe, the Danes, the 
Dutch, the Spaniards, and the French, who were reported in 
this Houfe to have been on the ftart to outrace us in the fuppref- 
fion of the flave trade, but who, by authorities which I have 
now in my hand, are aftually forcmoft for its contihuancc and 
extenfion^ It is apparent, therefore, as I had the honour, on 
a former occalion, to remark to this Houfe, that if we were 
difpofed to facrifice our African trade, other nations would not 
enter into fo ruinous a plan. The French, for inftance, de- 
pend greatly on their Weft^ India trade as a fource both of re- 
venue and navigation; (I have it not now in contemplation to 
expatiate on the fituation of St. 'Domingo ; to that I fhall pre- 
fently advert} will they fuffcr a trade, upon which their whole 
commerce turns, to la.nguiQx ? No ; they would thank us for 
our miflaken ideas of humanity, and they would profit by them, 
the difadvantage would be ours ; the advantage would be theirs ; 
and the condition of the African would be exaftly the fame, 
whether he croffed the Atlantic in an Englifh or any othcr.Eu- 
ropean bottom ; and fhould we pcrfift in fo wild a projefl: as 
. abolition, the continent will foon be fupplied with Englilh 
houles, Englilh (hips, and Englilh capitals. > 

Having ftated the prefent fituation of Europe, with regard to 
the African trade, he thought it did not require, much penetra- 
iion or judgement to deteA and expofe the fallacious doArine 
.of thofe fe&aries, who would attempt to abolifb, wl^t other 

nations , encourage and proteA. A portion of common {enfe, 

- ;■■■ ' Dd 2 ■ 
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ih general, cdniSri&utes inore to the public ^air 
and which frequently dtfperfes the 
^ prejudice, and fafiaticifm, endeavour 

' to iaire,'' to cover their own purpofes, enabtca the majority of 
this Houfe, and df this country to declare, that an abolition on 
the part of England alone, vifill not abolifh the trade in ge- 
neral. 

The Colonel then remarked, that unlefs a place of congrefi- 
Ihduld be appointed, and unlefs all the nations of Europe ac*^ 
• cede to fuch a propofition, and enter fully into the projeA of 
abolition, we only create difficulties and embarraffinents for 
our merchants and manufadhirers, without diedting any other 
purpofe. Nay, perhaps our prefent wild, fanatical manner of 
condudling this fpcculation, may alienate the afledlions of our 
colonifts, who, through a deluge of blood, may work out for 
themfelves another independence, or may throw themfelves into 
the arms of thofe confederated dates, whofe conilitution (ells 
us, that they have a facred regard for public faith, and private 
property. 

Though I dnccrely wi(h, faid he, for the honour of human 
nature, that an eternal Veil could be drawn over the recent hor- 
rible tranfadiions in St. Domingo, I cannot help noticing fome 
circumftances, becaufc'they feem to originate in the fame prin- 
ciples and pradlices which fome people in this country have 
lately adopted, with regard to the Wed-India iflands. I (hall 
not .attempt to deferibe the barbarities and horrors of thofe 
fecnes which have been difplayed at St. Domingo, a bare re- 
cital of which would make an impreflion upon the hard^d heart, 
and mod inacceffible underdqnding, without the affidance of 
pathetic eloquence, or laboured ingenuity. I (hall therefore 
turn the attention of the Committee from a contemplation of 
rapes, of conflagrations, of impaled infants, and afis of par- 
ridde, and endeavour to paint concifely, the impolicy, as 
well as danger, of our now purfuing theobjedl of abolition. 

Partial extrads of the debates of this Houfe, and the garbled 
datemeilts of evidence, which have been fo indudrioufly citcu- 
Jated, both in this country and through all the colonies, have 
creatjcd alarm and didrud throughout every ifland in the Welt 
Indies. AU the letters from that quarter of the globe fpeak 
labfl: forcibly of the milchiefs and dangers that may aslie, aiui 
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which adually threaten the ^itein^ E ha!^. fii&in 

thislaft wedc, received a letter from a refpefbb^e o^lcbir at 
Antiguai defcribing the fickly fituation of the King’s tf^s> 
owing to the frequent detachments required from themi 
der to awe, or fupprefs infurredions amongft the neg^i 
throughout the different illands. Government has been made 
acquainted with thefecircumftances, and the perils which con- 
fequently impended ; and to relieve the minds of the coloniflt* 
and to countera^l the abfurd vote of the Minifter, that Very 
MiniAer has been compelled to fend a reinforcement of in* 
fantry, and a regiment of light dragoons ; the Vote of this night 
may require additional troops, and if this chimerical projeA is 
to be revived every year, the army of England may be fully em«> 
ployed in the Weft Indies. 

On tl^e fubjeft of the petitions which have been lately pfe» 
fented, I muft beg leave to obferve, that though I entertain 
theliigheft refpedl and veneration for the petitions of the peo* 
pie of England, I cannot yield my admiration on the prefent 
occafion, becaufe I think that their fentiments have not been 
fairly collected. The form and language of the petitions bear 
jtoo ftrong a refemblance to eac^h other ; they appear to be the 
manufafture of the fedlaries of the Old Jewry ; and the figna- 
tures do not ftamp them, in my mind, with any additional 
credit or authority. Unexpedled and uofolicited letters have ' 
lately poured in upon me, from the moft refpeSable indivkiu.- 
als, in all parts of England, defcribing the various artful modes 
adopted, for obtaining and creating fignatures ; and to an ho* 
nourable Member now in my eye, I am indebted for an ex- 
tenfive correfpoiidencc, even in the remoteft parts of Scot- 
land. 

In fome villages and towns, mendicant phyfleians, and iti- 
nerant Clergymen, have exercifed almoft unexampled zeal and 
induftry, and difplayed the ingenuity of Scapin to extort names 
from the Tick, the indigent, and the traveller : in others^ the 
grammar fchools have received ceremonious vifits from the in- 
defatigable emiffaries of the abolitionifts ; and the boys have 
been indulged with the gladfome tidings pf a holiday, provided 
they would fign thqir own, and the names in the neig^bc^-' 

' hood ; and wh^n, on examination, the inhabitants Could not 
furniih figtuitures fufficiently nunaerous, they have been de- 
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fired to employ their imagination, to give to airy nothing a 
local habitation and a name !*’ 

The Colonel then adverted to the letters in his poffeffion, to 
fupport what he had^juft advanced> and, among them, read the 
following extrafls; 

Warrington^ Marchy 1792. 
Sir, 

** Having with pleafure frequently obferved, that you are 
the Champion for the trade of Liverpool, I beg leave to 
communicate to you a piece of intelligence I lately pick’d 
“ up, on my return from a journey to Mancheftcr, relative to 
the mode purfued by the partizans for the abolition of the 
“ African trade, in order to procure as many names as they 
** can to their petitions. I fell in company with a very re- 
“ fpeftablc tradefman of Warrington, Who told me he had a 
** fon juft returned from fchool at Bolton ; where a petition to 
** Parliament for tlie abolition had been induftrioufly handed 
“ about, to obtain the fignatures of all ranks of people, from 
the higheft to the lowcft ; and that, in order to procure all 
“ the names, they^joftibly could, real or imaginary, they 
“ waited on the fchool-boys and not only got them to fign their 
own names, but alfo as many more names of their neigh- 
** hours as they could recollefl: ; fome of the arch boys (of lefs 
retentive memories) perceiving that thofe boys who could 
recolledl the moft names met with the greateft applaufe, in 
order to receive a proportionable fliare of praife, firft iigned 
their own names with others they did recolledl ; after that 
they invented new names, and put them down alfo. Any 
comments I could make on fuch petitions being confidered 
as the fenfe of the people of Bolton, &c. to you would be 
“ fuperfluous; I only give you the fadl, which I confider as 
** my duty, as a well-wifher to the merchants and trade of Li- 
<< verpool, to inform you of : therefore hope you will pardon 
** the" liberty I now take. I am, 

With the greateft refpedl, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

humble fervant. 



A. 1792, Ju^E B A T E Si. 207 

He faid he had the original letters in his pofleflioiii but did 
nof^feel authorized to publiih the names df.the writers. 

Chejier, March 

Honoured Sir, 

Knowing there was a petition carried on here for the abo- 
lltion of the flave trade, figned by a number of names, a 
great number of which, I thought, was very improper (hould 
be fent to that honourable Hoiife of which you arc a Mem- 
ber, as it was chiefly children belonging to the different 
“ fchools in this city ; amongft the reft, it was brought to the 
fchool of which I am a fcholar, and was figned (by defire of 
“ my niafter) by every boy in the fchool that could write his 
name, myfclf excepted. 

Yours refpectfully, 

4{ ■ . ■ _ . *9 

Relative to the fignatures of the boys, the Colonel referred 
to the following palfage in a letter from Sheffield : 

' You have time to eftablifli the truth of it by enquiry, bc- 
‘‘ fore the matter is dilfcuffed, dr by a line addrelfed to 

, The Rev. Charles Chadwick, 
Mafter of the Grammar fchool. 

“ Rev. Matthew Preston, 

Englifli Grammar fchool. 

“ John Eadon, Mafter of the free writ- 
ing fchool. 

Or moft of the other Writing fchool- 
matters in this place.** 

The Colonel obferved, that he would not tire the patience 
of his hearers by reading letters in his pofleffion, written by 
refpedlable individuals refident at the following places • 
Portfmouth, Ipfwich, St. Andrew’s, Carlifle, Dorchefter, 
Swanfea, Culrofs, Manchefter, Edinburgh, Hull, Chefter, 
&c. &c. &c. 

The Magiftrates of the places, continued he, whence thefe 
extraordinary petitions have originated, have feldom been ap- 
proachedr The Town-halls have ftill more rarely had thl^e 
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petitions difp4yed in them, in order to await the deliberation, 
the decifion, or die fignatures of the grave, refpeAable, #nd 
informed part of the community. ^ Noj Sir ; parts of the 
flimfy hearfay evidence, which for a length of time opprefled 
and difgraced the table of this Houfc, lycrc mutilated, diftorted, 
and rfeduced to the fize of pamphlets, in order to promote their 
circulation throughout all the alehoufcs and Excife-offices in 
this kingdom, where the unwary and uninformed were tricked 
out of their humanity, by inflammatory extra6ls ; and from 
fuch fources nioft of the petitions, which I had almoft faid 
difgraced the figners and the receivers, have been produced ! 

Great God ! exclaimed the Colonel, is this a decent, ho- 
nourable, or decorous manner of afeertaining, or (hewing to 
the world the fentiments of the people of this country ? Np, 
Sir i it is equally an infult and a mockery upon the people and 
Parliament of England, 

He then adverted to the difference of the evidence brought 
before the Privy Council and the SeleS Committee of the 
Houfe, by both parties, previous to the difcuflion of laflyear, 
1 need not, faid he, ftigmatize the abolitionills, by mention- 
ing the names of the generality of their evidences : nor need I 
fay any thing more in eulogy of the principal evidences brought 
forward by the merchants and planters, than merely repeat 
the lumes of Lord Shuklham, Admiral Barrington, Admiral 
Arbuthnot, Admiral Edwards, Admiral Hotham, Commodore 
Gardner, Lord Macartney, Lord Rodney, Sir Ralph Payne, 
Sir J. Dulling, Sir Archibald Campbell, Mr. Baillie, Mr. 
Hibbert, and a long lift of other refpedlable charaAers. 

If I was to analyfe the bulk of the evidence, I fliould ex- 
hauft the patience of the Committee, in contrafting the igno- 
rance, the malice, and fanaticifm of fome, with the veracity, 
the ingenuoufnefs, and the candour of others. In fliort, I 
Ihould exhibit, if 1 gave a true pidiure, a variegated view of 
the fair and foul principles which dignify and debafe the hu- 
pXm mind. 

The Colonel proceeded to reply to that part of Mr. Wilber- 
force’s fpeech which more immediately affedted the merchants 
of Liverpool and Briftol, and obferved, that no fmall degree of 
fatisiadbion refulted to his mind from the oppentunity the ho- 
nourable gentleman had afforded him of juftifying a refpeftabl< 
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•body of his condituents. He has been pleaffd, faid he, to en^‘ 
large upon the Ioffes fuftained on the paffage from Africa to 
the Weft Indies. Notwithftanding his calciijations, his 
brications, or his comments, I can pledge my feif to this Hpufe/ 
and this country, in afferting and maintaining, that the ave^ 
rage lofs per cent, does not exceed four and a half^ fince the 
regulations were impofed on the flave (hips. And if we advert 
to* the voyages of the King’s troops, or the tranfportation to 
Botany Bay, the comparifon is highly favourable to the Afri- 
can trade. 

Another affertion of the honourable gentleman’s I beg leave 
likewife to repel. He ftill chufes to enlarge the mohality 
amongft the feamen, and from thence draws an inference pre- 
judicial to the town of Liverpool and city of Briftol. For the 
former of thofe ports, (and we may fairly conclude that the 
fame trade is condufted in the fame manner at the latter) 1 
mud again repeat what I had the honour to dcliverto the Houfe 
laft year, as there is no event has fmee occurred which gives 
me reafon to doubt its veracity ; — The Liverpool African 
** trade is, in proportion to the number of hands it employs, 
the mod produdive nurfery for feamen that belongs to the 
** commerce of this country. For admitting for a moment the 
** exaggerated calculations which have gone abroad, of the' 
mortality of the feamen employed in this trade ; admitting 
that 642, out of 3170 perfons, die in the voyage of one 
j^ear ; admitting farther, that half this mortality falls upon' 
that half of the crew Which is compofedof feamen and offi- 
“ cers, and oonfequeiitly that 321 feamen peri Ih in the courfe 
of one year’s voyage, yet as 1585 landfmen from the finglc 
port of Liverpool alone, in fpitc of that fabricated motta- 
“ lity, contributes annually, by means eff this trade, an aug- 
mentation of 943 perfons to the navy of Great Britain.” 

I {hall not trefpafs on the patience of the Committee, far- 
ther than making one more obfervation on the honourable gen- 
tleman’s fpeech, in which there is fo little novelty. He was 
pleafed to fay that white people, and the, lailors in particular, 
could work in the Wed Indies. In anfwer to that aflertion, I 
{hall refer to what 1 deem good authority — the teffimony of 
many refpedable offi:ers. It would be tirefome to enumetja^ 
the names of all the oflkers who have ferved in .thatpah bf thf ' 
VOL.XXXII. Ec 
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worlds for they generally» I believe, without 2 Tingle eiccep* 
tioiii maintiin the truth of what I advance. If he does not 
like naval or military authorities, I , will indulge the honour- 
able ^iiientleinanvvith other proofs of my airertion. It has been 
foui^ by experiencei that the natives of Europe could not en- 
dure any labour under the intcimperate heats of the WeA In- 
dies. Fr^uent attempts have been made to cultivate ellates 
with white labourers. In this experiment the French are faid 
to haiveloft x 2,000 whites in the year 1763. The Affembly 
of Jamaica ofFered great encouragement, in the year 1749, to 
induce white families to fettle in that ifland,ebut of the few 
that went, in ten years there were no remains. 

With refpe^t to the value of the African and Weft-India 
trade to this country, examined either feparately or coniieflive- 
ly, no perfen has ^yet prefumed to doubt the benefits derived 
from them* The mahufailurers and merchants of this coun- 
try find their intcreft materially allied to the exiftence of the 
former ; and though the honourable gentleman who mov^d this 
queftion on a former day, was pleafed to ftyle the African 
trade a lottery at Liverpool,** it has been found by experience 
to be generally a profitable concern, and that the morals and 
fortunes of the individuals who enter into it, are not fo much 
debafed and ruined as thofe of many of their neighbours, by 
their connexions with the ftate lottery of this country. 

- He then took a very general view of the confeqiicnces which 
muft ncccflarily rcfult from the honourable gentleman’s pro- ' 
pofition, if carried ; and Aated, that by an abolition, feveral 
hundred (hips, feven thoufand Tailors, and feme millions of 
induftrious mechanics, would lofe their employment, and be 
rendered worfe than ufelefs \ for a fudden cliafm of this fort 
would undoubtedly be produXive of the moft dangerous confe- 
quences to fociety. 

A yearly deficit of fix millions, which is the loweft avc- 
'admitted by all Tides of the- Houfe, and v hich would, 
fall on the manufaXurers, (hip-builders, and a large body of 
the working people, ' would be fenfibly felt in this country, 
though her induftry and commerce flourilhed almoft beyond 
calculation. . And if we add to this defalcation of our com- 
merce anrl revenue, the lofs of our colonics, which are efti- 
mated at feventy millions, which, from the beft authorities, 
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are totally dependent on the African tradei^ what new dtfeo- 
very or contrivance is to remedy an evil which wotild paHy thi 
very exiftence of the national profperity ? 

The oppofition to the queflion now before the Houfe [co% 
tinned the Colonel) is fo conneAed with the wellbeing and 
good government of this country^ that if I was an enemy tb 
the conftitution of England^ which has been the work of ages, 
andwhich, though a good, ail muft acknowledge to be a 
very complicated, machine, I would vote for the abolition of 
the African trade. It certainly be allowed, that a go- 
vernment, confiitiited like the one we now enjoy, is a new 
work in the annals of mankind. The great extent of com- 
merce and credit, and the {itipendous national debt, whiqh 
overfhadows the revenue of Great Britain, are circumllances 
to which we can find no parallel in hifiory* Through the 
medium of fcience, and the extenfion of labour and manu- 
fadtures, we are enabled to penetrate into every country, to 
become the merchants of every ftate, and the citizens of every 
clime. 

To our commercial fuccefs, therefore, we may fairly at- 
tribute the great increafe of power, wealth, and coniequence ; 
and our public and national debt has unfortunately, whether 
from error in Government, or not, I will not pretend to de- 
cide, kept pace with that power, that wealth, and that con- 
feqiience. If, therefore, We attempt to circumferibe the 
means which have enabled us to arrive at the fummit, of 
commercial profperity, lhall we not endanger our conilitu- 
tion by ralhly drying up the fources which fwclled the tide, 
and gave rapidity to the current of our commercial importance 
and national revenue? 

I need not enter into a minute defeription of the African 
trade, or the origin of the national debt. If cither were to 
commence dt nm)9y there would not he found in this Houfe, 
or in this country, ft mofc ftretuionaoppoler of fuch fpecula- 
tions ; but circuhiftanced as we, now are, it is the intereil and 
duty of every good citizen, not to opprefs the maih fpring of 
Government, but to facilitate, and regulate its movements 
with care and circumfpedion. But if we violate the (aH&ion 
of Parliament, and touch the vitals of ouf commerce, with a 

E c ft 



aia parliamentary A. 1792. 

rough and injudicious hand) we endanger the exiftence of our 
prefent coniHitution. By the moderate and prudent interfc-- 
rence !of this Houfe, t^ie African trade, if mal-praSices cxidv 
in it, may be meliorated ; by timely reformation we may cor- 
reft the' abufes* in Government, increafe the general profpe- 
rky of "this country, and reftore and invigorate the powers of 
the Lcgiflaturc. But if, with an imprudent temerity, we 
daringly ftrike at the root of our commerce, we undermine 
our pref<;nt advantages, deftroy our future expe£iations, and 
the reprefentatives of the people will be guilty of fuicide 
uf^on the law5, the profperity, and the conftitution of Eng- 
land. 

Mr. MONTAGU began with bringing to the recolleSion 
of the Hpufe, that on a former occafion, 'when his honourable 
friend (Mr. Wilberforce) had introduced amotion for the abo- 
lition of the (lave trade, he had abftaincd from troubling the 
Houfc with any argument. For, however anxious he might 
be to teftify his opinion, and to prove that he had formed a 
judgement not more firm, than candid and deliberate, on the 
fubjeft, yet knowing, that from the ardor with which he had 
entered on the purfuit, and from the many hours he had been 
induced to fpend upon it, he might be fufpetlcd of an intempe- 
rate zeal, and of fomewhat of the feelings of a party, he had 
been willing to yield his ftation in the conteft to thofe who 
might be fuppofed to come with cooler imaginations, and had 
tied himfelf down in the fituation of a fpeftator to an attentive 
confidcration of the arguments adduced on each fide of the quef- 
lion. Itwas in this pofition that, diverting himfelf, as far as 
he could, of all he had thought before upon the fubjeft, and 
giving a candid entertainment to the objeflions of the adver^ 
fary, he had been more than ever confirmed in the foundnefs 
of his principles.,, and in the opinion of the policy, as well as 
juftice, of the abolition. It was now then no longer in his 
power, confirtcnt with the duties he owed to his country, to 
juftice, and to humanity, to refrain from uttering what he con- 
ceivefd to be his unalterable fentiments upon the fubjeft ; and 
he entreated t}H2 Houfe to btlieve, that it was in difeharge of 
that duty he addrefled themj amf iiot from any impertinent de- 
Jire of obtrudifig himfelf on their notice. But before he entered 
pri the argument, he wulhed to obviate a orejudice that was 
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entemined againft the friends of an aholition of theilsEve trade» 

• -who areaccufed of proceeding in a iaih :^nd pi^ipitate inan 
tier to their conclufion, upon abftrafl aMinipra&icable grounds, 
and of infifUng on an abfurd extreme by abolition, whHe'tbey 
rejeft a wife, temperate, and prafticable medinm by regulation. 
To do away this prejudice, he was defirous of offering fomc 
preliminaries to the adverfary, which might ferve as a juft point 
of reference between them. All he fliould require on their 
part would be to concede, that in the Have trade there exifts a 
great evil, which muft of neceffity be remedied, and that the 
means of remedy ought to be fuch, as would be cffeftual to the 
objeS, and not an idle mockery and delufion. In return for 
tills conceflion, he was ready to admit, that inafmuch as it is 
the duty of legiflafors to remedy exifting evils, and thofe evils 
particularly of the moft extenfive and pernicious influence, it 
is no lefs their duty to apply that remedy in the leaft hazardous 
manner the nature of the evil will admit ; and to feel them- 
felves refponfible, that the hand of the phyfician ftiould be the 
hand of a friend, and not the ralh interference of an empiric. 
He hoped that Houfe would feel, that while he offered thefe 
principles as a ftandard by which to meafure all he had to fay 
on the fubjedf , he was deiirous to eftablKh a fair and impartial 
criterion between the two parties. With the iitipreflion of the 
latter ftrong upon his mind, he fhould proceed to argue the 
queftion, and to lay before the Houfe the rcafons which con* 
vinced his mind, that no regulation, fhort of an abolition of 
the trade, would be effedlual ; and that a regulation by any of 
thofe means which alone could be thought likely to have any 
effeft, would prove infinitely more dangerous to the fecurity of 
'the planters, both in their perfons and property, than the abo- 
lition. He (hould not make any effort to prove, that the ap* 
plication of any regulations to the original grievance on the 
coaft of Africa was impoflible, becaufe tlie truth there appeared 
fo obvious, that he might almoft take it as a concefllion of the 
opponents. For how was it poffible to afeertain the juflice of 
the captivity of each individual whom we forced away into 
bondage ? Could we eftablifli tribunals all along the coaft, and 
hi every Ihip to inquire into the offences committed by each, 
flave, and into the legality of the punifhment ? V/hat judges 
could w'c find for fijch an office ? But admitting, forthc argu* 
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meat Cakip that we couM invent fuch a tribunali as might af- 
certain the ri^t bf tht feller to the peiibns of thofe who were 
eoflaved on thecoafti what expedient coutd we imagine to bring 
evidence of the joftice of the captivity, of by far the greater 
number, who were brought from great diftances inland ? The 
impoffibility of fuch relations was fo clear, that he (hould not 
Wade; time in proving it. But before he pafled to another part 
of the fubjeA, he wilhed the Houfe to paufe, and recoile6l, 
that if it were indeed impoiTible to do away the evil of this part 
of the trade, how ftrong, how evident, how invincible ought 
to be the necclfity to be pleaded for the continuance of what is 
irremediably unjuft in its foundation ! Mr. Montagu faid, he 
Ihould not dwell much upon the proof of the Inefficacy of regu- 
lations as to the Middle PaiTage. His honourable friend had 
Ihewn, that however the mortality might be abated on mod of 
the (hips, by the regulations of Sir William Dolben*s bill, yet 
wherever a contagious diftemper happened to break out fand 
fuch in many inftances mud always be expefted,) the greateft 
part of the cargo was fwept away, and the average of deaths 
was by thcfe inftances dill kept up to a (hocking and enormous 
heighth. What he principally dcfired to inculcate, was the im- 
poffibility of applying regulations in the Weft Indies, without 
m6re danger to the perfons and property of the planters, than 
would accrue by the abolition. This part of the argument he 
was particularly defirous to inforce, becaufe he knew, that upon 
this, and upon the (late of the population in the iflands, the 
whole meafurc muft reft with thofe to whom he muft look for 
a majority ; with the perfons who admitted the injuftice of the 
trade, but who believed, or at lead feared, the danger and im* 
policy of an abolition. His firft pofition here would be, that 
no regulations could be rendered effeftual to the protedlion of 
the (lave in the Weft Indies, which did not admit the evidence 
of the negro in a Court of Juftice. His fecond, that to admit 
the evidence of a negro in a Court of Juftice, would be infi- 
nitely more dangerous to the perfons and the property of the 
planters than the abolition of the trade. In the firft place, he 
would wi(h gentremen to’ cohfider what was to be done by regu- 
lation for the pipteAion of the (lave ? Should it be enafled tkt 
the puni(hmcntsl)e moderate ? That the number of Uihes be 
limited ? The Coloiual Legiflatures had already done as much 
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fts the magic of words alone could do upoih the fobje£l« Yet 
the evidence upon^the table umibmily tended to prove that in 
fpite of this law, the only proteAion of the flaves depended 
upon the clemency of the matter; bccaiife^the whites being one 
or two in number on a plantation^ the offence, howevet atro- 
cious and inhuman, exitted not within the eye or reach of the 
law, though committed in the prefence of an hundred (lavts. 
Befides, that by fplitting the offence, and infliding tlie punifli- 
ment at intervals, the law is evaded, although the faA be with- 
in the reach of evidence, by the accidental prefence of a white 
man. Mr. Montagu here adverted to the evidence of Captain 
Cook of the 89th regiment, and of Chief Juttice Otley; as to 
this point ; the former relating a (hocking inttance of reiterated 
punifhment, in contempt of the law, within his own know- 
ledge ; thelatter declaring, that he can devife no method of 
bringing a matter, fo offending, to juttice, while the evi- 
dence of the flave continues inadmiifible.** But let councils 
of prote Aion, and guardians of the flaves be appointed to watch 
over their welfare, and to rettt^ain the matter. This again was 
a well-founding expedient ; but nugatory and abfurd in prac- 
tice, For what perfons refident in the iflands would be found, > 
to whom they could intrutt that important and troublefome of- 
fice, with a hope of a faithful difcharge of its dinies ? Who 
was there, not only in the iflands, but refident on every parti- 
cular plantation, who would rifle the comfort of his life by the 
exercife of fo invidious an interference? But granting that 
men of fuch exalted and a 3 ive beneficence could be found in 
the iflands, as to facrifice all their time, and all the friendihip 
of their equals and aflbeiates for the good of the flaves ; what 
could they effed ? Suppofe the honourable gentleman who 
brought forward the motion were deputed, an unwelcome, in- 
deed, but in all probability a very vigilant guardian of the 
flaves, what protedion would the law enable him to afford to 
the flave ? Could he be prefent at all times, and at all places, 
at once ? That would be a talk too arduous even for his adive 
philanthropy. Yet if that were not the cafe, the offence to be 
redreifed by him would require to be proved to him ; and the 
fame difficulties of proof would ftand in the way of the 'guar- 
dian, as of any other tfibunal. Mr.' Montagu went more at 
large into the proof, that all regulations were mefiedual, 
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of the adixiifllon of the flaVe to give evidence- He then pro- 
ceeded to prove, ^ that to^a^it the Save p) give evidence in their 
prefent (Ute of civili Nation, would be of the rnod dangerous 
confeqiience to thef;^fety and the property of the planters ; that 
to admilt the flaves to any of the rights of citizens, where they 
fo greatly out-numbered the whites, would be to make them 
in effeft the mafters- One gentleman (Mr. Vaughan) had 
faid, the (laves might be admitted to give evidence, leaving it 
to the judges to give weighty according, to their difcrction, to 
the depofitions. Mr. Montagu faid, he confefTed this ap- 
peared to him to be fraught with a moft hazardous principle of 
difeontent ; for how were the negroes to lie perfiiaded, that it 
was fit they fliould be admitted to fpeak the truth, and then be 
difbclieved and difregarded? What a fermentation miift fuch 
a conduct naturally excite in men difmiired with injuries unre- 
drelTed, though . abundantly proved in their apprehenfion by 
their teftimony ? If then it be proved, that no regulations were 
likely to be effeftual, and it had been admitted, that the evil 
called in an imperious and irrcfiftible manner for a remedy, Mr. 
Montagu faid, there was no expedient left but an abolition. 
That an abolition of the trade would not only be eflfcdual, but 
fafe, and even beneficial , to the planter, had been irrefragably 
proved by the calculations of the ftatc of population by a right 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) to which no anfwer had 
been even attempted to be given. And until fuch an attempt 
was made with fuccefs, he wiflied fuch gentlemen (who he 
feared were many) as came down to vote with a flight view of 
the fubjcil, upon the afluranccs of fome of their friends (per- 
has intereded) who faid that it was a dangerous expedient to 
abolifh the trade,, would confider ferioufl/yhow they could re- 
concile their coniciencc to juftify and continue the moft hor- 
rible cruelty and injuftice, upon a political neceflity, not main- 
tained except, by aifertion, but refutrl in the calculations, and 
abandoned in argument even by thofe whofe authority they 
meant to follaw in their decifion. Mr. Montagu concluded 
with addreifing himfclf to two deferiptions of perfons with 
what he admitted to be only an argument to their diferetion, 
but with what appeared to him to be a very forcible confide- 
Jjfeion, and one which in wifdom ought to have great weight 
1^^ influence their condu<5l. He vviflied the planters to epn- 
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fidcr the great increafing progrefs which the opinic^ of the 
injuftice of the trade was making in the nation at large, as ma- 
nifefted by the petitions, which had almoft obftruSed the pro- 
ceedings of the Houfe, by their perpetual introdudion. They 
muft begin to perceive, that it was no longer poAGble to ftifle 
the bufiiiefs in the birth, and that offended Juftice would at 
length, with an uplifted arm, break down all oppofition, and that 
the minds of the reprefentatives would be found in union with 
the wpiriions of their conftituents. It was now, therefore, for 
them to fave their credit, and to take care that the retribution 
to the injured Africans (hould not be made without their con- 
currence. The other defeription of perfons whofe attention he 
rcqiiellcd (and w’hom he had reafon to believe to be a large^ 
body) were fiich as had been led to aferibe the agitation of this 
queflion to the fame fpirit of abftrad and imprafticable equa- 
lization, which they dread to fee applied to the deftrudion of 
order and good government in our invaluable conftitution. If 
there be any perfons with this apprehehllon, they would do well 
to confider whether they had not better be in hafte to deftroy 
tfiat airociation, and by fcparaiing the real evil from the ima- 
ginary grievance, to deftroy the credit which the latter may de- 
rive from being conneded in opinion with the former. If they 
negicded to remedy a moft abominable and crying abufe againft 
which every feeling of reafon, religion, and even political 
wifdom, revolts with abhorrence, did they not play into the 
hands of thofe, who conftrued their dread of innovation on 
other occafions, into an pbftinate refiftance of truth, juftice, 
and expediency ? Mr. Montagu fat down, with repeating 3 
profeflion he l^d formerly made, that he would never ceafe to 
promote the aDoiition of the (lave trade, with every faculty of 
body and mind, till the injuries of humanity were redrefted, 
and the national charader relieved from the deepeft difgrace that 
is recorded in the annals of mankind. 

Mr. WHITBREAD faid, the arguments adduced to prove 
that the trade was cither founded in juftice or in policy, had fo 
completely failed, that he could not hefitatc a moment in the 
vote he was to give. Were it poflible for him to conceive, as 
fome of the advocates for the trade endeavoured to prove, that 
the negroes were refciied from torment or from death in Africa { 
that they' were tranfported in the moft commodious manner to 
VoL. XXXIL Ff 
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thehappierclimatc of the Weft-India iflands ; that there, inftcad 
of painful and extorted toil, they pafled the day in healthful and 
cafy labour, the evening in chcarful and innocent recreation, 
retired to reft with bodies unfatigiied and hearts at eafe, and 
rofe alert and evigorous in the morning, to purfuc the fame 
cx>urre ] were he to believe that in fickncfs they were attended 
with tendernefs and care, and that their old age was worn out 
in peace and plenty — even then he fliould vote for the abolition ; 
for no praSice could reconcile to his mind that which was fun- 
damentally and in principle wrong. His objc£lion to the 
trade was, that man was bought and fold ; that he was torn 
from that country allotted to him by nature for his habitation 
and fupport ; that man was configned over to the difpofition of 
man ; and where man was delivered over to man, there muft 
be tyranny on the one hand, and a deep fenfe of injury on the 
other : it was the quality of defpotifm to corrupt the heart, and 
without the aid of fuch corruption, many there muft be among 
fo great a number of defpots by nature unfeeling and cruel.— 
But there was a fatality attending the arguments of thofc gen- 
tlemen who defended the flave trade ; fo that in their very de- 
fence itfelf, they unavoidably let fall fomc expreflions which 
were conclufive againft thcmfclves. Thofc who wiflied to re- 
prefent the condition of the flaves in the faireft point of view, 
had convinced him of the exiftence of cruelties difgraceful to 
humanity. In an account of felling off the ftock of a plan- 
tation, it was faid, that the flaves fetched lefs than the com- 
mon price, becauje they were damaged. Damaged ! How da- 
maged ? What was this but an admillion that they were worn 
down by labour, ficknefs, or age ; and that iriftead of receiving 
the indulgence their fituation required, they were to be trans- 
ferred from one talk-maftcr to another, the latter, perhaps, 
more inhuman than the former. It was faid by the ingenious 
author of a pamphlet on the fubJeS, in the courfe of deferib- 
ing the happy fituation of the negroes in the Weft Indies, that 
a good negro needed no charafter, for that fetters would gall, 
and the whip make weals ; and the flave who bore not the 
^marka of either, had certainly never deferved the puniflimcnt. 
:Then it muft be true, that fetters and whips were the inftru- 
ments of punilhmeot, and that both were inflided, till the 
auuks galkog and the weals became indelible \ and that 
4 
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not from punilhment inflicted upon fair trial and ccmviSdon, 
but at the arbifrary, uncontrolled will of a mailer. An ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Vaughan) who had declared himfelf 
to have been, at an early period of his life, a friend to tho 
abolition of the Have trade, had gone to the Weft Indies to in- 
form himfelf of their fituation, and in confcquence of what he 
bad feen there had changed his opinion, whole arguments in 
his fpcech had all tended to fupport the trade, but who had de-* 
dared in his explanation that he would never himfelf be pof- 
, felTed of a Have, and would even lay down his life to procure 
the abolition of flayery, had faid, notwithllanding his furprife 
at the goodnefs of their fituation, that the negroes were all 
poor.” What was this but faying, they were a degraded and 
mifcrable race ? He had alfo faid, put flavery and cruelty 
out of the queftion, and they were as well or better off than 
** moft European peafants.” Slavery and cruelty! — Wha> 
but llavery and cruelty do the advocates for the abolition wilh 
to put out of the queftion ? — that llavery and cruelty, whofe 
inevitable efFe£l it is to fink, man below the dignity of his na- 
ture, till he feem at length hardly to belong to the fame fpecies. 
The honourable gentleman had faid, that in general he had 
obferved great refignalion among them. What did refignation 
itfelf imply, but great foregone and prefent mifery ? What is 
it to be refigned, but to have got over the firft ceftafy of defpair ? 
He had related a circumltancc, of which he himfelf had been 
an eyc-witnefs. The overfeer upon one of his father’s eftates, 
in reprimanding the gang for not having done fufiicient work, 
had ufed this argument ; What did your mailer buy you for, 
but to worl^r and with this they feemed perfcftly convinced 
and contented. Good God ! had wretches who were in a 
fituation to bear with fuch arguments as this, appeared dif- 
contented, what could We fupppfe would have been the rejoin- 
der to their arguments, but the whip. The petitions againil 
the trade were faid to begot by collufion, and to be figned only 
by ignorant perfons, but evidence that was entitled to ilill lefs 
credit, fince it came from perfons whom the gentleman to 
whom it was addrclTed did not even know. He could anfwer^ 
that the petition from his conllituents was ligned by perfons as 
well informed as any among them. That they were fo much 
alike, was no argument againft them \ for they had but one 
f f a 
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, plain tak to tell ; and that they told it pretty nearly in the faiiie 
way, was rather a teft of truth than a proof of coliiifion. The 
fupporters of the abolition had been charged with enthuGafm. 
He was as flrenuous a fupporter of that mcafure as the honour- 
able gentleman who moved it, but he had never entertained, 
any more than that honourable gentleman, the doftrine invi- 
dioufly imputed to him, an immediate emancipation of the 
{laves in the iflands. The (late of degradation to which we 
had reduced them, had rendered them unfit for the immediate 
enjcyi '.c nt of fo great a blefling ; to attempt fuch a thing would 
bean aft of infanity indeed ; but he trufted that as foon as the 
abolition was determined upon, fome gr:ulnal but efficacious 
means w^ould be adopted, to do that which it was impolfible to 
do at the moment. Was this a proof of fanaticifm, or of cool 
and moderate inquiry ? As to the commercial part of tlte 
qiicftion, whether the abolition of the flave trade would preju- 
dice the commerce of this country ? he was of opinion that’ it 
mod indifputabiy would not ; but he would net detain the 
Houfe by going into the argument upon that fubjccl ; it had 
been fo ably proved by the Chancellor of the Excliequer in 
the laft year, ardthat proof had remained fo psrfcAly unihaken, 
that he fliould only weaken by attempting to add any thijig to 
it. An honourable gentleman (Mr, Bailey) who fpokc early in 
the debate, has hinted fomething about the imitm of two great 
orators upon this occafion, and had attributed that union to the 
eloquence of tlie honourable mover of this qiieiVion. He cer- 
tainly had paid too great a compliment to the eloquence of that 
honourable gentleman : not his perfuafion and ability, b\it the 
truth and force of the thing itfelf, had convinced and united 
them ; and having formed his opinion upon the fubjecl,, if he 
could wifli for any adventitious circumftancc to corroborate that 
opinion, it (hould be that two inen, eminent above their fel- 
low-citizens i>i ability, difagreeing upon the generality of im- 
portant fpbjeSs, had, upon this, zcaloufly co-operated and join- 
ed the whole force and fplendor of their talents. He difclaimecj 
all exultation on the calamities of St. Domingo. If there 
were any perfons who felt fuch exultation, let them be pointed 
out, in order to be driven from the fociety of ihofe who fup- 
ported better principles on better grounds. But he denied that 
thfife calamities oyrvfig tq the pp the fl^v^ trjidp, 
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They were owing to the trade itfclf. There was a point of en* 
durance, beyond which human nature could not go^ and the 
mind rofe by its native elafticity, with a violence proportioned 
to the degree to which it had been deprefled. Whence did the 
negroes in St. Domingo learn the cruelties they had pra£Ufed i 
whence, but from thofe on' whom they had pra6tifed them? 
Had not Africans organs, dimenfions, fenfes, affeftions, paf- 
fions ? were they not hurt by the fame weapons, fubjeft to the 
fame difeafe,.. healed by the fame means, warmed and cooled 
by the fame fummer and winter as Europeans were ? If you 
pricked them, did they not bleed? if you tickled them, did 
they noi ? and if you wronged them, would they not re- 
venge r I i they were like you in the reft, they would refemblc 
you in this alfo. The cruelty you had taught them, they would 
pra6f ife. He feared it was beyond human ingenuity to better 
the inftrufiion. 

Mr. VAUGHAN faid, he had ftated circumftances in fa- 
vour of the trade, which he thought it of importance to the 
Hoiife to know, but he had not faid that thefe were to govern 
his opinion, 

Mr. MILBANKE faid, that with regard to the abolition 
of the flave trade, the policy of the raeafiire was as great as its 
jufticc was undeniable. Where flavery prevailed, every ope- 
ration that was performed, was done in a rude and unwork* 
manlike manner, and no fubftitute for manual labour, no ar- 
tificial means of expediting work, alleviating its trouble, and 
fhortening the time of finifliing it, were introduced, or even 
thought of. Where flavery cxifted, Mr, Milbanke faid, there 
muft be oppreftion, and in Iiis opinion the planters were bound 
to thank tliofc who had warned them of the more than pro- 
bable dangers that would one day enfue from the refentmentof 
thejr flaves, againft thofe whom they could not but regard with 
an inimical eye, and confidcr as their tyrants. He concluded 
with declaring that he would vote for the motion, , 

P4r. DUNDAS faid, that when the queftion was agitated 
in the Houfe laft year, he happened to be prevented by indif- 
pofttion from giving any vote or pyblic opinion upon it. His 
tionourable friends, however, with whom he might &e fuppofed 
to have the mod intercourfe, had very well known that he had 
Ipngentpr^incd the feme opinion with regard tp tlw abolition 
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©f the {lave trade, though he had differed from them as to the 
modeof effeding it. > He had felt equally warm with them- 
fclves in the purfuit of the general objeft, and he felt fo at that 
moment; but it was'’ right to fee how far it might be proper 
for him to give his affent to the particular propofition made by 
his honourable friend. One fet of gentlemen, the honourable 
mover and his fupporters,, had fpoken, without referve, not 
only for the abolition of the flave trade, but for an immediate 
and precipitate abolition ; thofe on the other fide had unequi- 
vocally argued for the continuation of the African flave trade, 
as e^ntially ncceffary to the Weft- India iflands ; they had fet 
no limits to the continuation of that trade, but laid it down as 
a propofition, that in order to maintain our commerce with 
the Weft Indies; the importation of new flaves from Africa 
muft be continued for ever. With refpeft to the material parts 
of his argument, he agreed with his honourable friend. He 
thought, with him, that the African trade was not founded in 
policy ; that the continuation of it was not effential to the pre- 
fervation and continuance of our trade with the Weft- India 
iflands ; that there was no mortality in that quarter that was 
incurable, and that the human race might not only be main- 
tained, but increafed, in the WelUndia iflands. In all (hefe 
great leading queflions he concurred with his honourable friend. 
It might then be afleed, Do you not agree to the abolition of 
the trade ? He anfwered, that neither did he differ wdth him in 
that opinioii. But he could not help doubting as to the pru- 
dence or pradicability of the mode of abolifliing it, propofed 
by his honourable friend. When he talked of direft abolition, 
he would fubmit to him, whether he did not run counter to 
tlie prejudices and habits of life of thofe men who are moft 
deeply interefted in the queflion ; prejudices of men interefted 
in the trade, it is true ; but furely, if it were poflible to effed 
fhc fame objed, without raifing any extraordinary apprehen- 
fions on their part, with refped to their great and important 
interells, it was more prudent to take that mode, and fo to 
form the propolitidn, as to relieve their minds from any appre- 
henfion of injury. Was his honourable friend alfo perfedly 
fure, that in his zeal for one great ol)jed, he did not run coun* 
1|r;to another equally important i he meant the faCred atten- 
Jlii Parliament has ever ftewn to die interefts of indrviduals : 
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whatever idea men might then have of the African trade, cer- 
tain it was, that thofe who had embarked their capitals in the 
cultivation of the Weft-India iflands, and lent their money 
upon Weft-India property, had done it not only under the 
fanftion, but the folemn invitation, of •Parliament ; Parlia- 
ment, undoubtedly, might think it right to depart from any 
principle it had adopted, again and again, as it appeared upon 
their ftatute books to have often done ; it might be wifdom to 
do fo ; but fure he w'as, it was their duty to recolle£l, in carry- 
ing their plans into execution, under what circumftances the 
property had been employed, and whether they had invited the 
individuals to embark in It. He meant not to urge an Argu- 
ment which had been reprobated again and again in thecourfe 
of the debate, that if they gave up the trade, other nations 
would not give it up ; their duty did not depend upon the con- 
dufl of others. But in cafe other nations took up the trade^ 
might they not defeat the objeit of his Ivonourable friend ?— 
Might not Britiflb fubjefts in the Weft Indies be fupplied by 
veflcls from Euftatia, or fome other neutral port? What was 
to prevent an Oftend or Dutch merchant from carrying flaves 
from Africa to the Weft-India iflands ? Gentlemen might 
make light of that argument, if they plcafed ; but he ftiouki be 
glad to hear an anfwer to it. He ftated it in this view, and 
on this ground only. In his opinion, Mr. Dundas faid, there 
was a poliibility of avoiding thofe objedtions, and at tlic fame 
time of not running direftly contrary to the prejudices he had 
mentioned as exifting in the minds of the Weft-India mer- 
chants, It was in the fliape of regulations only that they could 
totally abolifh the African flavc trade ; and not lefs fpeedily, 
nay, even more fpecdily, than in the manner which had been 
propofed. He did not mean to fay, let the trade continue fox 
ever ! In his main principle he agreed with the honourable gen- 
tleman ; but he repeated, it wa,s in the fliape of regulations 
that he thought they might procure the abolition in the xxxotL 
diredl manner. 

Mr. FOX afleed Mr. Dundas to what regulations he re- 
ferred? - 

Mr. DUNDAS faid, firft to regulations the moft forcible 
and efficacious, in order to proim)te the increafe and encou- 
ragement of the breed of native negroes in the,W-^ Indies. 



m PARLIAMENTARY A. 1792. 

Secondly, to of general regulation, with a view 

of putting an end to hereditary flavery, and relieving the con- 
dition of the flaves. He alluded alfo to regulations for the edu- 
cation of children ; a point that mud greatly facilitate the total 
annihilation of the flavery ofthefc children^ Without fuch re- 
gulations as thofc, the abolition of the African trade would fail, 
in his opinion, of procuring thceffefts expefted from it. Thofc 
who contended that the cultivation of the illands could not be 
continued without a continuance of the flavc trade, he begged 
to refleft on the gradual means he propofed. His objeft was 
gradually and experimentally to prove the praflicability of the 
abolition of the African trade, and to provide the means of ciil- 
tlfation, to increafe the population, and to evince that all the 
alarms which were now entertained of danger from the mea- 
fore were ill founded. The arguments of his honourable friend, 
and the gentlemen oppofitc, great as their talents were, he con- 
tended, were only founded on theory. In mentioning the abo- 
lition of hereditary flavery in the iflands, he did not mean, Mr. 
Dundas faid, that the fon of an African flavc. ihould procure his 
freedom by the death of the parent : but that being born free, 
he fliould be educated at the expence of the perfon importing 
his parents, and when arrived at fuch a degree of ftrength as 
might qualify him to labour, he fhoiild work for .five or ten 
years, or whatever period it might be, to defray the ex pence 
of his education and maintenance. It was impoflible, he faid, 
to emancipate the prefent flaves at once; nor would their im- 
mediate emancipation be of any immediate benefit to them- 
felves; but that obfervation did not apply to their defeendants, 
if trained and educated in the manner he had fuggerted If he 
gave his aflent to the motion, Mr. Dundas declared, it was an 
aflent that led to nothing but a general propofition, the mode 
of carrying which into efFedl might be fettled hereafter. He did 
not adopt any one extreme in the queftion. 

Mr. Dundas begged the indulgence of the Houfc while he 
addreffed himfelf to thofe who had maintained that it was abfo- 
lutely neceflary for the cultivation of the Weft-India iflands to 
maintain an importation of African flaves as ufual. He cn-v 
Seated them to give a ferious confidcration to that point. He 
^prehen(^^hey could not think he aflumed too^ much, when 
||^ faid, ihial if both flavery and the flave trade could be abo« 
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liflied with fafety to their properly, it deeply concerned jheir 
intereft that the cultivation of their iflands ibould be carried on 
by freemen rather than by flaves. This general propofition, he 
took it for granted, that nobody would controvert. He need 
not illuftratc the propofition ; but requefted the Committee to 
look to the whole of the evidence before them *on the Hate of 
thofe very flaves. That they were ill ufed he did not mean to 
lay to the charge of the Weft-India Planters; individuals in- 
deed not poflcfl'cd of humanity might treat the flaves ill. The 
honourable Member who firll fpoke that night, had informed 
them, that the Planters were in general difpofed to pay much 
regard to their flaves, and that from confciencc, as well as from 
a principle of intereft. He believed that many refpeSable 
owners in the Weft Indies take great care of their negroes. — 
But would not the fame principle teach them how unfeeiningly 
the cultivation by flaves was, if it were poffiblc to be efFeSed 
by freemen ? Tiiere would be fomc inconfittency in the conduft 
of Parliament, if they fliould take meafiires for the abolition of 
the trade, without at the fame lime taking that under confide- 
deration alfo. God forbid that he fliould limit the philanthropy 
of Ins honourable friends, or that he fliould entertain the fmall- 
eft wilh to infult the degraded fliores of Africa. It was fome- 
thing anomalous that the people of this country, who were 
themfelves free, fliould carry on a flave trade witli Africa ; and 
it was fomething anomalous alfo that they who enjoyed the full 
benefits of freedom, ihould ever think of introducing culiiva- 
tion in the Weft Indies by flaves and not by freemen. Mr. 
Dundas appealed to all who were informed on the fubjedl, and 
to Mr. Long in his Hiftory of Jamaica, in fupport of his argu- 
ment, that the evils which are complained of in the Weft In- 
tlies, arife entirely from the newly imported flaves, and when 
it was faid that the negroes imported were thofe who were con- 
demned for crimes committed in their own country, he begged 
to alk, whether the Weft Indians chofe to depend on frefti fiip- 
plies of thofe men for the cultivation of their lands, and the fe- 
curity of the iflands, when it was alfo found that every infur- 
reftion had arifen from thofe very perfons ? The fafety of the 
Weft-India iflands, he contended, was concerned in the quef- 
tion ; there would, he faid, be danger of frefli ftrugglcs fo long 

as an abolition of the trade was refufed ; they were by thofe 
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importations bringing upon the Weft-India iflands the cnginet 
of their own deftruftion. Mr. Dundas begged to call upon the 
gentlemen to give a ferious confideration to the qiicftion, to 
confider whether they would not afl: more judieioufly, and for 
their own intereft, if they concurred in the opinion of putting 
en end to the trade, inftead of (landing up for the fyitem of per- 
petual importations. What right, he aiked, had they to fup- 
pofe, that the coaft of Africa was for ever to remain in its pre- 
fent Hate of barbarity? If once a Prince of an enlightened 
charaSer (hould rife up in that hemifphere, his firll would 
be to make the means of carrying off all Iluvcs from thence im* 
pra)siicable. What reafon had they to fuppofe the light of Hea^ 
Ven would never defr^'ud upon the continent of Africa ? From 
that moUiCnt tl'crc liVjfl be an end of African trade. The firit 
fyflcm of improvement, liic fiill idea of huppinef? that would 
arife in that continent, would bring with it tiie downfall of the 
African trade, and that in a more effedliiul way than if done by 
regulations of this country. He did not allude to the petitions 
in one way or other. Perhaps the qneftion did not require 
much additional fone from them. Many of them might be 
prodiVixd by anxious folicitations, and cinilfaries font about 
for l!i^ purpofe ; and many of thofe who figned them had not 
periidps been very much vcifed. in the nature of the queftion, 
and !ud not rcfie6lcd whether the trade fliouUl be aboliflicd 
gradually or immediately. It was not upon the petitions that 
he w^as dcTirous of founding any obfervations ; but lie wiihed 
to obferve, that t’uc idea of the impolicy of the African Have 
trade had long been entertained by the moil enlightened under- 
llandings of this country, as well as the idea of its injufiicc. 
It had made a deep imprellion on the minds of enlightened moii 
in this country, that the trade w'as obnoxious to a ihoiifand 
perils and dangers. If that was the cafe, was it a prudent 
thing to reft on that trade for the farther improvement and cul- 
tivation of their property ? He really fpoke wdth a view to 
their own intereft. He had fo often feen imaginary apprehen- 
fiofis entertained on fuch fubjeds, that he was fatisfied in a few 
years they would fet this queftion at reft, and that the Weft- 
India {iroprictors themfelves would become of his opinion. 

There was a fpecies of flavery, Mr, Dundas obferved, pre- 
vaiUng only a few years ago in fome of the boroughs in Scot** 
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land. Every child that carried a coal from the pit, was the 
bf^und flayc^ of that borough, and their emancipation was 
thought by Parliament to be material, and very^much agitated 
in the Hoiife. It was urged, that let every man’s genius be 
what it might, yet in thofc works (the work, from its nature, 
being carried on under ground) it was quite an excepted cafe, 
and without this principle of flavery, the collieries could not 
be ‘worked ^ that the price of coals would be raifed to a moft 
immoderate height, and all the neighbouring manufaSories 
which depended on them would efieritially fufFer in their inte-^ 
reds. After feveral years llruggle, the bill was carried through 
boili Houfes of Parliament. He was old enough to remember 
the difpute : within a year after, the whole idea of the collie-- 
rics being hurt by the abolition of that fort of flavery, vanifhed 
in fmokc; and there was an end of the bufinefs. An honour- 
able gentleman had alfo told them, what formed anpther 
argument to the fame point, that the regulation of the Mid- 
dle PaflTage had had a falutary efFeft. The prefent alarms, 
he obferved, were not mere lively than thofe which were 
exprcllcd when that bill took place. The ruin of the Li- 
verpool ami Bfjilol trade was foretold. Yet now one of the 
reprefentatives had come forward, and plainly faid, ** Our 
alarms were ill-founded, our apprehcnfions were without 
“ ground ; wc found fault with all your regulations, we af- 
cribed every mifehipf to them, whereas we find by expert- 
cncc that they have been attended with every benefit.”— 
Was he then alking too much, when he afked for a candid 
confitleration of the real grounds of the prefent apprehenfion ? 
Perhaps the Weft Indians might find, that the beft thing they 
could do, would be to clofe in with his propofition, and that 
they would not aft more wifely and prudently for themfelves, 
in maintaining the continuance of the trade with Africa, as at 
all times necelfiiry for the prefervation, improvement, and 
cultivation of the Weft-India iflands. He was far from flat- 
tering himfelf that any thing he had faid could at once eradi- 
cate prejudices that were deeply rooted, and bring over men to 
a fet of altogether new ideas ; but he meant to propofe a mode- 
rate and a middle way of proceeding. If therefore there was 
any great body in that Honfe, any refpeftable number of per- 
fans, who were of opinion with him, that the trade ought ta 
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be ultimately aboliflied, but by moderate meafiires, which 
fliould not invade the property of individuals, nor (hock too 
fuddcnly the prejudices of our Weil-India iilands, he wiihed 
them to conn^ft themfclves together, and he would venture to 
fay, that gentlemen of that moderate or middle way of think- 
ing, might then reduce the queftion to its proper bounds, and 
iriaintain the principles of abolifliing the (lave trade in con- 
fiftency with their other principles. 

Mr. ADDINGTON (the Speaker) faid, that profeffing 
himfelf to be one of thofe moderate men alluded to by . the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas), he could not 
forbear giving way to the impreffion made upon him by his 
forcible manner of Rating the argument, which had relievckl 
him from the utmoft anxiety. Conceiving the queftion to 
be deferving of the mod ferious inveftigation, and deeply 
confidering the importance of its obje£l, he felt, had long 
felt fuch a mode of treating it as being much to be defired, 
becaiife he thought that it would facilitate the attainment of 
that end, which he was confident every one wiihed to be 
attained with as little injury as poflible to private property. 
The fear of injuring private property had hitherto reftrain- 
cd him from exprelTing his opinion againft a fyftem which 
be could not prevail on himfelf to permit or countenance. 
The flave trade he abhorred; but he did not conceive tlie 
fpecific manner offered to the Houfe laft year efficacious, 
and had therefore not adopted bis honourable friend's mode 
of abolilhing the trade. His avcrfion to the infamous fyf- 
tem was the refult of thofe folid principles fo eloquently and 
forcibly Rated by his honourable friend, and did not arife 
merely from an infpeflion of the evidence on the table. Mr. 
Addington faid, he remembered, on its being imputed to a 
noble and learned Lord, fome years Race retired from the 
Bench, when at an early period of his life, he was employed 
againft the rebel Lords, that he had not ufed ftrong lan- 
guage fufficiently towards them in proportion to their 
crime ; the noble and learned Lord bad well anfwered that 
he pitied the loyalty of that man, who imagined, that 
^ any epithet could aggravate the crime of treaibn he la 
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like manner begged leave to declare, that he knew of no 
language that could add to the horrors of the Have trade ; it 
was equal to every purpofe of crimination, to aflcrf, as the 
honourable gentleman oppofite to him bad moft eloquently 
done, that thereby, one individual is made fubje<^ to the 
defpotil'm of nnotlier, that man is to be bought and fold. 
On every difcuffion of the fubjedl, he had felt a great diffi- 
culty : on one hand, it was impoffible not to condemn the 
trade, and to confider the rights of juftice due to the mul- 
titude whom It renders miferable ; and on the other hand, 
it was to he remembered, that there were a defeription of 
perfons, who had likewife ftrong claims on the juftice of 
Parliament. The queftion, in his mind was not fo much, 
whether it would be carried on by this or that foreign coun- 
try ; hut whether this nation fliould continue it under cir* 
cumfrances fo very offenfive, as the prefent. The number 
of Africans at prefent in the iflands, he thought infufficient 
for m«iintaiiiing the (lock, and therefore he did not approve 
of the idea of there being no more importations whatever. 
It had l>een forcibly argued, by his honourable friend who 
opened the debate, that according to the difproportion of 
fexes, which had appeared, thefupply of negroes in future 
niuft be continually increafing, and that in a very few 
years, every difficulty would be entirely furmounted; if 
that were conclufive with refpedi to Jamaica, it did not, 
Mr. Addington thought, apply to the other iflands; nor 
did it appear to him tliat the circumflance, Hated by his 
honourable friend, was to be depended upon for furnilhing 
fo effeflual an iiicreafe of population, as a plan for provid- 
ing the iflands with a fufficient additional number of fe- 
males. The total difregard of religion and morality, that 
charaflerifed the negroes at prefent, if corredled by properly 
regulating their manners, would infallibly tend to decreafe 
the fears of thofe under wliofe protefiioii they were, and 
unite all more clofely as members of the fame fociety. Till 
that were done, Importations appeared to him to be necef- 
farj. He had defpaired of thefe conCderations being attend- 
-cd to by Gentlemen of fufficient weight, or with the autho- 
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rity of official information^ who would digeA and bring them 
forward* Except with refped to the granting liberty to the 
children born on the iil^nds, he did not conceive that the 
right honourable gentleman’s plan could be confiderably 
amended; the trade, Mr. Addington thought, ought to 
exift a few years longer, perhaps for a period of 8, of 10, 
or 12 years, under fuch regulations as fliould fatisfy the 
minds of thofe who contended for an immediate abolition, 
inarmuch as they (hould be favourable to the immediate in- 
terefts of the negroes, and to their future happinefs. One 
regulation efpecially he /hould propofc, and that would be, 
to fubjedl the males to a heavier dut -^than the females, and 
by tliat means occalion a greater importation of the latter ; 
a meafure, that would tend to increafe their numbers to a 
degree, that would foon render the number of the fexes 
equal. Another mode would be, that of granting land or 
money to thofe who (bould rear a certain number of chil- 
dren, and giving premiums to thofe who fliould introduce 
machines of hulbandry. Intimate and unreferved as was 
the communication he enjoyed with his right honourable 
friend, the fubjeft of debate never having been the topic 
of their converfation, he was ignorant’of the extent of his 
ideas relating to it; yet he was perfuaded, his right honour- 
able friend would not have offered his obfervations to the 
Committee, without meaning foon to fubmit to their con- 
Cderation fome fpecific motion on the fubjefl, of lubflan- 
tial reform, and ultimate abolition. He could not, how- 
ever, but recoIIe£l the ground on which his honourable 
friend had argued the queflion, which he had moved. He 
had invariably wiflied for the accompliilimrnt of the fame 
objedl with him, though he trulleJ that his honourable 
friend’s mode would not he adopted : he meant that of an 
immediate abolition of the Have trade, as it was called, 
though it certainly did not merit that name. . Prudent re- 
gulations, by which it would very foon be deftroyed, would 
not only be produdlive of great benefits to this country, 
but would inciifputably be a bleffing to the Weft-India 
Utands ; and be was fare that they were as anxious to ob« 
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tain the objeS, as the Gommittee dould he, provided no 
material injury were done to their eflential intereAs* He 
bad little more to ofFer to the Committee, and had it not 
been for the circumAance of his right honourable friend^ 
who Iiad fpoken laft, having brought fdtward a propofition, 
which fo completely coincided with his own ideas on the 
fubjefl, he fliould not have thought it neceflary to deliver 
any opinion in the debate. With refpedt to his honourable 
friend who introduced the bufmefs, he trufted that he 
would not regard any thing he had uttered, or meant to 
fay, as addrefled perfonally to himfelf; but as his honour* 
able friend had fully explained his intention to be an imme- 
diate abolition, though his motion did not, perhaps, exprefs 
it, he could not but think, that it would be dealing more 
fairly with the Committee to have inferted that idea in ex- 
plicit terms. Being aware of his intention, he could not 
allow himfelf to fupport his motion; but he confoled him- 
felf with the hope, that a mcafure would very fpcedily be 
brouglit forwaid, which helhould be ablemoft cordially to 
fupport and approve, 

Mr. FOX declared, that, though what had been faid by 
one right honourable gentleman muft carry with it more 
weight than any thing he could offer on the fubjedl, yet he 
had heard it with infinite uneafinefs inficad of any fatisfac* 
tioii ; and he could not but obf«rve, that he had never felt 
a more fevere, or more efficacious refiflance to his honour* 
able friend’s motion. Without queftioning the ferioufnefs 
of the honourable gentleman, fomething had been faid fo 
much more mifchievous, and fomething fo much more like 
a foundation had been laid, not only for permitting for 
-years td come, but fuffering, thafdeteftable traffic, to con- 
tinue perhaps for ever, that be could not but plainly flate 
the grounds upon which headled in a bufmefs fo truly im- 
portantt He deprecated, in ftrong terms, every decep- 
tion and delufion on the country, and he conceived that to 
be delufive and deceptive, though perhaps not meant to be 
fo, which prevented the Gommittee from feeing the bufi- 
pefs in i(8 true light; ffom feeing what alpnf W48 si^ndmuA 
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be fhequeftion; whether that execrable ilave trade was fit to 
be continuedy or muft be aboliihed? The honourable gen- 
tlemen called theibfelves moderate men; but he neither felt 
nor wiflied to feel any thing like moderation upon the fub- 
jeS. He confidemd the idea of continuing the Have trade 
as nothing eife than an idea of continuing the encouragement 
of the crimes of robbery and murder, and thofe under cir- 
comftances of per|)etration the mod flagitious and atrocious* 
The mention of moderation in the cafe before them, re- 
minded him of a paflfage in Middleton*s Life of Cicero ; the 
tranflution, though deficient, was equally applicable to his 
preient purpofe ; the paflage was, to break open a man’s 
houfe and kill him, bis wife and family in the night, is 
certainly a moll heinous crime, and deferving of death, 
but even this may be done with moderation.” If any 
idea could be more abfurd than that he had juft mentioned, 
it w^s that of the flave trade being carried on in modera- 
tion. If to break into a Angle houfe, and rob and murder 
a Angle man, could net be done in moderation, with what 
moderation could a whole country be pillaged and deftroy- 
ed ! He never could confider the quellion as one of fiiiiple 
juftice: it was, he laid, only whether they (hould aiitho- 
xife by law, refpecling Africa, the commiflSon of crimes, 
for which in this country, they would be liable to incur the 
fevereft penalties, and eve;, to forfeit their lives in the moft 
ignominious manner. Bad as was the propofition, he fhould 
have liked it better had it been more fpecifle. He noticed 
the terms in which the trade had been reprehended by the 
two laft gentlemen who had fpoken, and aiked, where was 
the proof that they would ever vote for the abolitjon of it? 
He challenged them to produce arguments in fupport of 
the traffic, if any could be urged in fupport of a trafBc fo 
execrable, and toihew bow a law could be tolerated, which 
was diametrically oppoAte to all law whatever? For his 
part, he was equally an enemy to all their regulations, re- 
gulations as difgraceful as they would be impotent* The 
right honourable gentleman who led the way in this new 
plap of moderation, propofed that hereditary lUvery ihopl4 
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be aboli(hed, bat the mode was curious* The diild was 
to be free born, inilru£ied in the principles of freedom^ for 
he was to be infiruSed in the duties of religion, which in- 
culcate a rational freedom, and when tfaefe principles might 
be fuppofed to have taken root, he was to pay for thofe prtn* 
ciple$ by becoming a Have. Such were the charms of li- 
berty, that the very idea of attaining it one day or other, 
fweetened the naufeous draught of flavery ; but that a perfoii 
(hould pufchafe flavery at the expence of freedom, was in- 
verting the order of things indeed. 

The other gentleman (the Speaker) propofed that a pre- 
mium (hould be allowed for the tranfportation of females* 
Was the kidnapper to be encouraged to lay the fnare for the 
unfufpe£ling maid, to fnatch her from the arms of her lover, 
or her parents, or to transfer the mother from the embraces 
of her fpoufe to the arms of him between whom there could 
be ho attachment, but that fympathy which arofe from cap- 
tivity } He fliould like to fee the claufe by which this in- 
human meafure was to be prefented to the Parliament of 
England. He (hould like to fee the man with a mind 
capable of conceiving words to frame fuch a claufe. Was 
there a gentleman in the Houfe bold enough to fupport iti 
For the honour of Parliament, he hopjsd that there was no 
fuch man. 

When he confidered, that the prefent was not a queftion 
of moderation, bulofjuftice, he exprelTed his furprife that 
gentlemen fhould entertain the fmalleft befltation. The 
Speaker had very laudably reprobated the trade with the ut- 
moft abhorrence, and yet refufed to fupport the original 
motion. Did the vote to which they were called, pledge 
them to any particular fyftem of abolition ^ No. Then why 
not pafs the refoiation now, and obje6t to and amend any 
future motion? 

He expofed in the fame way the regulations of Mr'. Dun- 
das, who wi(hed to begin by emancipation, iiiftead of abo- 
lifliitig the trade ; who called a mere regulation of trade an 
invaflon of property, and who himfelf propofed the very 
tinftion of that property in the firft inftance* One honoar- 
Voi. XXXII. Hh 
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dble gentlctnan, the only one who had a£ted with, fairnefs 
on that fide, had declared that he rediled thofe who con- 
demned the trade, and that he thought that it ought to go 
on. In fa£i thofe who had fpoken moft diredlly againft the 
abolition, had conceded in fubftance, though not perhaps 
in words, as much as thofe who were for gradually abolilh- 
ing the trade. One honourable gentleman had declared it 
to he his intention gradually to aholifli it, by meliorating 
the (l^^te of the negroes, and thus rendering it unneceflTary ; 
the honourable mover of thehufinefs however had faid, with 
much mom wifdom and praflicability, ‘‘ 1 will gradually 
produce the abolition of flavery, by immediately abolilh- 
ing the trade. I will continue to promote my plan, till 
the objed fliall be accompli flied!” With refpeft to irv- 
fringement of private property, they furely, Mr. Fox faid, 
might prohibit the corntniiTon of crimes without thereby 
being chargeable with taking away the property of the Weft 
Indians, which certainly it was not their intention to do. 
Hecondemnid and ridiculed the idea of the children of {laves 
being born free, and then fervingtenor fifteen years to re- 
quite tl^eir mafters for the expence of their education, and 
after that becoming free in fa£I. Could any man imagine, 
that a perfon was better qualified to er.joy freedom, sifter 
ferviture of fo long a period, than if hi had continued free 
from iiis birth ? Oh, but fiiy the advocates for continuing 
the trade, we do not mean to urge the quellion cliiefly on 
thefe grounds. We talk of the impolicy of renouncing the 
meafure, when it will immediately he adopted by fomc other 
European Power. 

With refpeft-to the probability of ether nations fup- 
plyiiig the iflands with flaves, clear he was, that it had 
better be by any nation than by this. He would rather 
that the colonies fhould be fupplieJ by all the nations in 
Europe, than that the Britifli name fhould be fullied by 
fuch abominable praftices. It was begun to befeen, Mr. 
Fox obferved,: that die tr;ule was inconfiftent w^ith juftice. 
An honourable gentleman, who had fpoken early in the 
dcbritCj had acknowledged that many enormities' fubliil- 
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eil, and were proved by the evidence ; but he lr4i^aflced,' 
would it be fair to take the character of this country from 
the records of the Old Bailey ? He was not at all furprifed 
that when the fubjedl was mentioned, the Old Baifey 
fliould recur to the lionourable gentleman’s recolleflion. 
The honourable gentleman had, however, forgot the cf- 
fential difference b^itwcen the two cafes ; when they 
learned from the Old Bailey records that crimes had been 
committed in this country, they at the fame time learned 
that they were punlflied with tranfportation and death : 
when they heard of crimes committed in the flave trade, 
they found them paffed over with impunity, or even the 
objefts of reward. There had been an accufatlon urged 
againft the Committee which fat in the Old Jewry, for 
having diftributed copies of the evidence ; he had the ho- 
nour to be one of that Committee, though, perhaps, from 
fomc other avocations, not a very conftant attendant, 
and his advice had ever been to diftribute them as largely 
as could be done •; for he heartily willied that there ihould 
not be a man in the nation, who could read, but fhould 
fee the evidence before the Houfe, fincc he was fure that 
it would produce on the country, that effeft which he 
trufeed it would ultimately have on the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and enfure the immediate abolition. It had by 
fomc been objefted, that part of the evidence was given 
by poor people ; he knew not that poverty and veracity 
were incompatible. At leaft, the evidence of the poor 
was as good as that of the correfpondents, whofe letters 
liad been read by his honourable friend, (Col. Tarleton) 
who had acknowledged that he did ndt know who his cor- 
refpondents were. He noticed the mention made of Lords 
Rodney and Macartney, Admirals Edw’ards and Arbuth- 
not, &c, &c. who, heobferved, "had fpoken of the Weft 
Indies only, and could have no other knowledge of the 
flave trade, than that which might be obtained from a 
perufal of the evidence. Aiy||||t they had faid had been 
merely negative, whereas tlil||pdence of the other* per- 
f»ns, lefs affluent perhaps,- and lefs dignified, was pofitilhi. 
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ind unconttadided* As to the mode of procuring flaves, 
even hi* 3 xon<nil«M^ (Col. Tarkton) had 

not faid that there was any thing like fairnefs in it ; in 
his mind, thclcaftdifreputablc way of accounting for, the 
fupply^ wpuld be to rcprefent them as having been le- 
gally conviftcd of crimes. If, however, the number 
Ihould prove it to be impoflible that they all could have 
been convidlcd of crimes, that pretence muft fall to the 
ground. The whole number, he ftated, to be above 
eighty thoufand annually ! Could fuch a number be fup- 
pofed to be convifts ? And even were that the cafe, it 
could not but be confidered as rather condefeending in 
this country, and rather new alfo, to take on itfclf the 
talk of tranfporting convifts from other parts of the 
world, and thofe parts barbarous ! Were France or Spain 
to proffer fuch an office to this country, they would 
fcarcely know what terms were adequate to exprefs their 
fenfe of th^j^infult; but for the petty ftates of Africa, 
they accepted it with fatisfadlion and plcafurc. As for 
the Ipccific crimes for which the negroes were convifted, 
of witchcraft efpecially, they entertained fo facred a hor- 
ror, that being unable to find objefts at home, they made, 
as it were, a crufadc to Africa, to exprefs their indig- 
nation at the fin. With refpeft to adultery, to be fure, 
they did not go to Africa, becaufe the crime was not to 
be met with in this country ; their averfion, however, 
to that crime was fuch, that though it might be thought 
fomewhat fevere, left it Ihould efcape punillimcnt, they 
degraded themfelves into executioners — of fo defpicable 
a nature muft be the heft poffible defence of which that 
execrable traffic would admit. 

Laft feffion, we were cajoled, and taught to bdieve 
that fomething would be early brought forward. Have 
we not paffed a year, and nothing has been done ? Are 
we to be ftill deluded and betrayed ? All our promifes are 
vanifhed into fmoke andjgj|« and the Africans continue 
to be oppreffed, plundeliPpind murdered. It is exceed- 
ingly hard, that becaufe we fuffered our credulity to be 



A. 1792- DEBATES. 237 

impofed on laft feffion, we ihould this day be in&ited by 
a fimilar mode of fubterfuge* Why was not the fy^em 
of moderation propofed then ? Why were we not enter- 
tained by the propofition for a gradual abolition ? He 
feared that had not the queftion been renewed, this mea- 
fure of gradual abolition would never have been men- 
tioned. 

Mr. Fox then proceeded to a ftatement of fa£ts. Jn 
one part of the evidence, they found that a well-knc^wn 
black trader brought a girl to a flave (hip for falc ; fomc 
perfons afterwards went on board, and difeovered the 
girl ; they learned who the trader was that fold her, and 
went and carried him to the ihip, and fold him for a 
flave. ** What !’* faid the trader, do you buy me, 
“ grand trader Yes,” replied the Captain, I 

“ will buy you or any one clfe ; if they will fell you, I 
“ will purchafe you.” On the firft view of this faft, it 
appeared to be a piece of moft bare-^cd villainy, but 
on examining the fubjeft, it would W feen that what 
had happened in that cafe was, and ever muft be, the 
common and ordinary conduA that refulted from the 
very nature of the trade. Kow could the Captain know 
or decide who was the real owner of the girl ? He had 
ghen the fame anfwer in that cafe as he mull give in 
every iiillance, namely, “ I cannot know who has .1 
“ right to fell ; it is no affair of mine ; I cannot enter 
‘‘ into thefe controverfies. If any man offers me a Have, 
“ my rule is to buy him, and alk no quellions.” That 
fuch was the method of carrying on that execrable traf- 
fic, and that perpetual wars were created for the purpofc 
of fupplying the European Have trade, were indifputable 
fails ; and he challenged any man to controvert them.. 
He then called the attention of the Committee to what 
had happened in the river Cameroon. That ;iffair, he 
faid, came out upon an ailion tried before the Court of 
Common Pleas, on the ift of March laft, before Lo^ 
Chief Juftice Loughborough. It was brought by one 
Macdowal againft Gregfon and Co. for usages due W the 
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plaintif. The fa^s were dirciftly in iflue, fo that the 
Committee, by a ftrange fortuity of events, had a judi- 
cial proof of the whole tranfadliioii ; containing^ among 
others, the following important circumftances : 

A Chieftain, of the name of Quarmi, whb meant to ex- 
ecute his revenge upon the flave Captain for the favage vio- 
lence that he had before committed, went to him, and faid, 
“ I want to go up the country to make trade, you will help 
** me by giving me fome arms and gunpowder.** The pro- 
pofal was direftly agreed to. Had the Chief meant to decieve 
the Captain, when he made this propofition, he would have 
ufed fome fort of art, and not have offered a propofition fu ex- 
traordinary that it would alarm the Captain’s fufpicions. He 
wculd have mentioned fome rcafon for Iiis propofition that 
was common and natural his pica, therefore, of borrowing 
arms to make trade (that is war for trade) w^as the natural pica, 
and therefore fucceeded. It was fo ufual that the Captain 
immediately confented, as it WTre, through habit, to grant 
Jiisrequifition, w^jj^ he himfelf declared, he had often grant- 
ed before, and thiwgh the fuccefs of this fraud his dell, u 5lion 
was accomplifhed! In fhort he again and again called on 
any man to (hew how the trade could be*^ carried on, but by 
fueh means as thofe, for which, if a man were to praftife 
them in this country, he would bepunifhed with death. The 
advocates for the abolition of that abominable trade, were ac- 
cufedof cnthufiafm : were they, healked, enthiifiafls, or fa- 
natics, becaufc they cried, ** do not rob — abllain from mur- 
der!” If by the term enthufiafm, was meant zeal and 
warmth, he was free to acknowledge that he was an enthu- 
fiaft, and his cnthufiafm was that zeal and warmth which 
arofe from a fenfe of jufticc, and was of that kind which made 
mon a£l with energy in a noble caufc ; it was a zeal and 
warmth which he trufted he fliould alw^ays pofibfs, and with- 
out which nothing great and praifeworlhy, had ever been ef- 
fected fince the creation of the world. In fuch energy they 
prided the'mfelves, and gloried. He could not admit of any 
compromife on the fubjeS ; for there could , be no compro- 
between guilt and injullicc. Mr. Fox vindicated Mr, 
iWiIbcrforce frem the charge of unfairnefs in not having cx- 
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prefsly ftatcd the full extent of his meaning, and faid> that 
though his words had not pointed out immediate abolition, he 
had openly avowed that to be his intention, and the motion 
itfclf was unobjedionable, inafmuch as had alTured them, 
that when he fliould bring in his bill, he (hould leave it, li- 
able to amendment, though it was reafonable to fuppofe, that 
the honourable gentleman would be difpofed to fill up the 
blanks in the manner correfpondent to his own ideas. The 
queftion then, Mr. Fox faid, w;as only, whether the Houfe 
were ready to declare, that the flave trade (hould be abolifhed 
at fome period or other ; fome might be for fix years ; fume 
for twelve, and others for fix months, but all who were for 
the abolition at all, ought certainly to vote for the motion. 
When the bill came into the Committee, any gentlematn 
might move for a (hort period ; for his part, he thought it 
ought to be immediately. Some might think of 2, 3, 6, 10, 
or 20 years \ in his mind, it might as well be a thoufand. 
Thofe who vvereagainft the immediate abolition, he remark- 
ed, feemed to incline to give weight to Ae majority of laft 
year ; whereas by the means he propofed,^cy would put an 
end to that majority. He had hoped, that they would have 
done foinethiiig even in the fmalleit degree towards obtaining 
the objeft i but thofe hopes had entirely failed. An honour- 
able genileman had faid, that they would faon find the trade 
abolilhed : he believed fo too — petitions had been prefented to 
the Houfe, whofc prayer could not be relilied, and the Pub- 
lic, w ho had been enlightened by the evidence, and by the 
publications of the fociety in the Old Jewry, hadihewn a fo- 
liciiude and zeal on the fubjeft, which could not fail of ac.. 
compiidiing its objeft. He was old enough to rccollcft fiip- 
porling petitions on a variety of occalions, and knew not on 
what principle they could be fpoken of flightingly, unlefs 
where actual evidence could be brought of improper practices, 
fuch as forged names, or of men having been led by fraudy^ 
lent means to fign them. Of this he was certain, that the 
table was never loaded with petitions, but where the.peqgle 
of England felt an actual grievance, and where the Houfe 
ought to feel itfelf bound to give a remedy. One honourable 
gentleman had fuid‘, he had letters to (hew, that fome of the 
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petitions contained falfe names; how did he know, but that 
the letters themfeives were falfe i It was abfurd to fuppofe, 
thkt fuch a number of petitions from all parts of the kingdom 
could have been fal^^^icated ; if they were, why had they not 
as many fabricated for the prefervation of the trade i So they 
might, the honourable gentleman had faid ; but the people 
on their fide of the queftion would not condefeend to ufe 
fuch means. If any flave traders, or Captains, could have 
been found bafe eiibugh to fign falfe names to petitions, or to 
afk others to fign them on falfe reprefentations, they might, 
the honourable gentleman had faid, have had their table co- 
vered with petitions on their fide of the queftion ; but the rea- 
fonthat they had none of their petitions, was, that deteflion 
would have been eafy^ It muft be equally eafy to dctedl any 
forgeries that might be committed on the fide of the queftion 
on which he fpoke. Gentlemen had faid that there was no 
neceffity to adopt violent meafures on the occafion, for that 
the Have trade would foon arrive at a natural period by the ci- 
vilization of Africans. It was, he contended, impoftible ; 
as long as. that accurfed traffic continued, there could be no 
civilization. That was, Mr. Fox faid, the very refinement 
of cruelty ; they created every kind of immorality, and 
rendered the people favageSj and then faid, thofe men were 
fo favage, that it was bettering their condition to tranfport 
them as Haves to the Weft Indies. 

Mr. Fox mentioned St. Domingo and its late difaftrous 
fituation. The recent unfortunate occurrences there arofe 
from the oppreffion of their mafters having rendered the flaves 
cruel and ferocious ; and he warned the Committee of the dan- 
ger of fimilar events happening in our iflands, unlefs the fiave 
trade were abolilhed. He took notice of Mr. Long’s Hiftory 
of Jamaica, in which that gentleman exprelfes the propriety 
of prohibiting the farther importation of negroes, inafmuch as 
almoft all the mifehiefs committed in the iflands, were com- 
mitted by the new ilaves. The abolition of the flave trade, by 
rendering the mafters more kind in their treatment, would not 
only do away apprehenfions of infurredion, but have a far- 
ther good efFed on even our own iflands ; and when that happy 
ckinge ihoul^ have arrived, they would, he obferved, be able 
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to depend on the Creole blacks for the dtjfcnCe of their coun- 
try, as much as on the whites thcmfclves. He might be alked, 
why are you fo tender of the negroes in the Welt Indies, and 
ft) regardlefs of their African brethren ? He did not alk for any 
tendernefs to the people of Africa ; he only begged them not 
to rob and murder them, to gratify their avarice. There was 
an argument which had not been ufed.at all, but which was 
the foundation of the whole bufinefs ; he meant the diflFercnce 
of -colour. Suppofe, faid Mr. Fox, a Brlftol fliip were to go 
to any part of France, where the utmoft fury of civil war is 
reported to prevail, and the democrats were to fell the arifto- 
crats, or vice verfcy to be carried to Jamaica, or any other 
ifland in the Well Indies, to be fold for flaves \ fuch atranf- 
adlion, he imagined, would ftrike every man witli horror, and 
why ? Becaufe they were of our colour. On that point, he 
would quote no Icfs an author than Ariftotlc, who, deep as 
were Ills refearches in general, and acute as were his obfer- 
vations, yet in regard to that matter fays, The Barbarians, 
(many of whom were of tlie fame colour) are of a different 
** race of mankind, and born to be the flaves of the Greeks.’* 
Were the prefent race of man more wife than he, alked Mr. 
Fox ? He believed not. Could any j unification be offered for 
fuch a pra<J:lice, that genius, bethought, would have been the 
firft to difeover it. Ariftolle faw domeftic tyranny excrcifed 
in an extreme degree in a State, where political tyranny would 
not have been endured, and being unable to account for it on 
any principle of rcafon, but feeing that fuch was the pradlice, 
and a pra£lice too univerfal to be fuccefsfully oppofed, he 
therefore endeavoured to perfuade his countrymen, that as the 
Barbarians had been conquered by them, they were of an infe- 
rior fpecies, and dellineJ to be the flaves of the Greeks. 

Such a cufloin could not be now tolerated ; and as to the 
pretext that what would be great cruelty to us, who profefs 
ftrong feelings and cultivated minds, would he not injurious 
to thofe who were ignorant and uncivilized, it was the height- 
of arrogance, and the foundation of endlefs tyranny. Mr. 
Fox no,ticed the mention that had been made of the^ranfpor- 
tation of convifts to Botany Bay, and faid, that the hardlhips 
of the palfage would appear lefs extraordinary, when it was 
known that the tranfpprtation was undertaken by flav^ jmer- 
VoL. XXXII. 1 i 
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chants and flavc captains, and that a part of the mifcry of the 
convifts was the eiFe£l of flavc-fettcrs being ufed inftcad of 
thofc employed in general for convifts. The matter, he truft- 
cd, would be taken up ferioufly by Government, and properly 
examined into. To prove that wars were made folely for the 
purpofe of obtaining flaves, he related a ftory, which, he faid, 
he had read long before any quedion was agitated. It was 
that of an African, who had been educated in the Mahometan, 
religion, and taught both to read and write. He was a mail 
of letters, and of the firft rank ; but was taken in one of thofe 
wars, and fent on board an Englifli trader, by which he was 
conveyed to Maryland, and fortunately fold to a humane maf- 
ter, who tranfmitted his cafe to England, where it was taken 
into conflderation, and he was in confequence redeemed and 
fent home to Africa. Had this man, with all his learning, 
and other advantages, fallen into the hands of a common maf- 
ter, he might have worn out his life in that Egyptian bondage 
that puts an end to thoufands. Upon the whole, he fliould 
give his opinion of the traffic in a very few words. He be-, 
lieved it to be impolitic ; he knew it to be inhuman ; he was 
certain it was unjuft. He thought it fo inhuman, that, if the 
plantations could not be cultivated without it, upon the prin- 
ciples of juftice and humanity, they ought not to be carried on 
at all. Were the objefts even brute animals, no man would 
expofe them to be treated with fuch wanton cruelty. If the 
objefts of the traffic were wholly inanimate, no honed men 
would engage in a trade founded on principles of injuftice. 
Upon thefe grounds, therefore, he ftated there was a neceflity 
for putting an immediate end to it. 

As foon as the amendment had beep ftated by Sir William 
Dolben from the chair, 

Mr. DUNDAS rofe to explain, but chiefly to bring his 
propofition to a point, by inferting the word “ gradually’* in 
the amendment, which he moved accordingly. 

Mr. JENKINSON commenced his l^eech, by e^epref- 
fing the regret he felt, whenever he differed from thofe with 
whom he was in the habit of afting ; but he Ihould think he 
was aaing inconfiftently with that duty which he owed his 
conftituents and his country, if, after having formed a de- 
cided opinion on fo great and important a queftion as that 
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which was then before the Houfe, any motives whatever 
ihould pJevent him from delivering that c^inioni and from 
fupporting it with fuch arguments as might appear to himde- 
cifive on the fubje£l. 

In rifing to oppofe the propofitions that had been made, hei 
felt that he laboured under every polTible difficulty. He role, 
hot only to oppofe a meafure, generally believed to be popu- 
Jar, but which was fupported by a greater combination of 
abilities than was ever united on any one fubjed, on which a 
difference of opinion could reafonably exift. Feeling, as he 
did, his own inability to contend with the right honourable 
gentleman who had fpoken lad, all that he could do was, to 
call the attention of the Houfe, as briefly as poffible, to what 
he conceived to be the real date of the quedion ; and he hop- 
ed that the Committee would be influenced in their deeifion, 
rather by the weight of argument, than by any ingenuity or 
eloquence with which it might be fupported, 

He proceeded to obferve, that the opinions of thofc who 
were adverfe to the abolition, had in general been unfairly 
dated. It had been circulated that their opinion was found- 
ed on principles of policy, as oppofed to principles of hu- 
manity; on no fuch ground was he difpofed to refid the 
abolition. If it could be clearly made out that the iritereds 
of humanity were decidedly in favour of the propofition, 
Heaven forbid ! Mr. Jenkinfon exclaimed, that any mo- 
tives of policy fliould prevent our adopting it. But if, on 
the contrary, it ihould appear, that the caufe of humanity 
was, in fa 61 , againd the abolition, he truded then that the 
very fame principles which would in the one cafe have in- 
duced the Cornmittee to adopt the propofition, would then 
induce them to unite with him in oppofing it. He defired, 
however, to be underdood, when he faid that the caufe of 
humanity was againd the abolition*— if thequedion was not. 
Whether the trade was originally founded in injudice and 
oppreilion } He admitted it was. The quedion was not, 
whether the trade was abdraAedly in itfelf an evil. He ad- 
mitted it to be fo. But whether, under all the circom- 
jdances of the cafe, any confiderable advantage would arife 
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to a number of our fellour creatures, from the abolition of 
the trade taking place ^in the manner in which it had been 
propofed ? 

The fubjBd^,•he obferved, from the manner in which it 
had ^een treated, naturally divided itfelf into three points of 
view. 

1. The fitnation of the negroes on the coaft of Africa. 

2. Their fituation in the Middle Paffage. 

3. Their fituation in the Weft*India iflands ; and how 
far, in each of thefe rrfpedHve fituations, tlieir condition 
was likely to be benefited by the meafure which had been 
propofed ? 

Difpofed as be might be, not entirely to agree with the 
flatement that had been made, of the fituation of the ne- 
groes in Africa, it was not his intention to reft any argu- 
ment on that ground. He was ready to admit that their fi- 
tuation v;as miferahle, that their miferies were in a great 
meafure occafioned hy the Have trade, and that if that trade 
was univerfally aholiflied, very great benefit would confe- 
qupntly accrue to the inhabitants of Africa. No perfoii 
would, however, pretend to that whatever may be 

the calamities fulFered by the inhabitants of that continent, 
thofe calamities arife from the trade, as carried on by Great 
Britain only. Other countries muft, of conrfe, occafion 
as. much of thofe evils as we do; and if the abolition of the 
trade on our part Ihould proyeonly the transfer of it into 
the hands of thofe countries, very little benefit could acrue 
to the negroes from our humanity. 

What then, is the probability of our example being fol- 
lowed by thofe countries who have a conCdcrable (hare in 
the trade ? Five years have now elapfed fince the difpofi- 
tion of a coithderable part of this country has manifefted it- 
felf in favour of the abolition. Sufficient time, tlien, has 
been given, to enable us to judge whether other countries 
;ire likely to fecond our efforts. 

Have the Portuguefe (hewn any difpofition to follow our 
exifmple? Far from it? 
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Have the Dutch? He was very much miilnfornied if 
there were not agents from Holland at this very time in this 
country who were negociating with perfons concerned in 
the tradey and who were defirous of giving all poffible ea- 
couragement to them if we fhould abandon it* 

Have the Spaniards ? 

On the contrary, it will appear that they immediately 
took advantage of "our difpofition, and gave every pollible 
encouragement to the trade, by offering a bounty on the im- 
portaiMUj of Haves. 

Have the F rench ? 

They who have carried fanaticifm, and their ides of li- 
berty, to an extent as yet unheard of; have they ftewn 
any difpofition to imitate our condu61 in this particular? 

The meafure was certainly propofed in the National Af- 
.fembly, but was rejeded; nay, not only reje6led, but the 
bounty on the importation of flaves, as an encouragement to 
the trade, has been continued. 

He faid, he ftiould not have been furprifed if fome of 
thefe countries had thought it politic to pretend to have a 
fimilar difpofition with ourfelves, and after having induced 
us to abolifli the trade, they had availed thcmfclvcs of our 
difpofition to liumanity. But when they have not only 
Ihewn no difpofition to abolifti, but, on the contrary, every 
difpofition to encourage it, he bad a right to infer, that the 
abolition of the trade, on our part, would be only the 
transfer of it into the hands of thofe countries* 

On great political queftions, where important intereffs 
are involved, it would in general have been thought fuflS- 
cient to be able to prove, that no .benefit was likely toarife 
to thofe to whom we were defirous of affording relief; but 
if he could proceed farther ; if he could prove, not only that 
no advantage, but that a great difadvantage would arife to 
the negroes, from the meafure that is propofed, no doubt 
could then remain on the mind of any perfon, who did not 
prefer fpeculat ive to prafilical humanity, refpcdling the pro- 
priety pf rojefting it< 
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The mortality cm board the EngUlh ihips trading from 
Africa was, previous to the regulating bill, four and an 
eight per cent* Since that, it liad been reduced to a little 
more than three per cent. 

The mortality on board French fhips trading from the 
fame quarter is near teh per cent.— fo that there is a morta- 
lity of nearly feven per cent, more on board French, than 
Oil board Englifh (hips. 

The mortality in Dutch (hips is from five to feven per 
cent. 

The mortality on board Portuguefelhips is lefs than either 
on the French or Dutch ihips, but more than on Englilh 
fhips, fince the regulating bill. 

Let us then,* he obfcrved, confider, what would be the 
CbnTeqUence of the abolition of the trade on our part. 

Do we regret the deaths, do we regret the cruelties that 
are faid to have been committed ? Thofe deaths, and thofe 
cruelties would be more than doubled if we were to abolifh 
the trade. 

Suppofe the cafe, as it really (lands, was to be fubmitted 
to the Africans? fuppofe we were to coiifult their inclina- 
tions on the fubjeft, what do we believe would be their an- 
fwer; miferable as to them the trade might be; numerous 
as the calamities they fuffer from it ? If other countries 

arenot difpofed to unite with you in abolilhing it, for our 
** fakes do you continue it; for whatever may be the evils 
‘‘ we fuffer from it, the trade carried on by other countries, 
** when compared to the trade carried on by you, is as evil 

when compared to good.” 

He was ready to admit that there was one anfwer, which 
would probably be made to this. 

Great Britain trades not only for her own illands, but in 
fome degree for thofe of V)ther countries. No good, but, on 
the<ontrary, evil, would be the confequence, to thoie ne- 
groes which we carry into the foreign Weft-India illands. 
Bui as the trade between Africa and our Weft-India illands 
would then be (lopped, and, as confequently a fmaller 
number of negroes would then be wanted^ than thofcj^ 
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which are demanded at prefent, fome degree of ^ood would 
accrue to the people of Africa from the abolition of the trade 
on our part. 

In anfwer to this argument, he obfervpd, that as the 
Weft'India planters purcbafed negroes at prefent, notwith- 
ftanding the greatnefs of their price, he had a right to iii* 
fcr, that they thought it for their intereft to purchafe them^ 
and that confequently, even after the abolition of the trade 
on our part, they would not fail to purchafe them. The 
point then to be confidered was, what is the probability of 
their being able to fmugglc? 

The Committee may, in a grert meafure^ judge of this 
from the evidence already before them* 

By the evidence it appears that a great number of ilaves 
have been clandeflinely ftolen, from time to time, out pf 
our iflands, and carried into the foreign Well-lndia iflands. 
It appears that feveral hundreds were llolen, within a very 
Ihort period, from Jamaica, and carried into Cuba, Thefe 
fafis, he obferved, might furprife the Houfe, as it was 
clearlj the intereft of all the planters to prevent the fmug- 
gling, if poflihle. But if other countries were able to fmug- 
gle flaves out of the ifland, when it was the intereft of every 
planter and overfeer to prevent that praftice—it follows, 
that there would be very little difficulty in fmuggling flaves 
into the iflands, where it would be for the intereft of every 
planter and overfeer to promote it. The confequence then, 
he faid, of the abolition of the trade on our part, would be 
only the transferring it into the hands of other nations, who 
would carry it on at a much greater difadvaiitage to the Af- 
ricans, and who would acquire the .advantage and profit to 
themfelves of fupplying ou^ iflands with flaves. 

The attention of the Committee, he proceeded to obferve, 
was next called to the ftate of the negroes in the Weft-In- 
dia iflands; and much had been faid wider this head; of the 
cruelties they fuffered, and of the hard labour they were 
obliged to undergo. Tales of oppreffion had been told, and 
narratives of ill ufage had been related, which rouft un- 
doubtedly ftiock the feelings of all who heaid them; but 
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\ra8 it fair, he aiked, to infer from extraordinary inftances, 
the general bad ufage of the Haves ? Suppofe that in the 
beft cultivated government, a colle 61 ion was to be made of 
the^ different abuses and cruelties that had been committed 
for a feries of years ; fuppofe that in this country fuch a 
coileflion had been made, ahd after the brilliant panegyric 
that was madefome time ago on^ our excellent conHitution, 
fome perlbn had rifen up, and had Hated thefe, as proofs 
that our conftitution was very different from what it had 
been defcribed; fliould we have thought ourfelves juHified 
in inferring from a certain number of extraordinary in- 
ftances, tiiat we lived under a government oppreflive and 
tyrannical? Should we not rather have anfwered, that in 
the moft perfedl fyftem which the human intelleft is capa- 
ble of forming, fome weaknefles, fome dcfeds mufl necefla- 
rily cxift; and that it was unfair to draw inferences from 
extraordinary examples, to the prejudice of any fyftem 
whatever ? Having put this in the ftrongeft light, he faid, 
he had a right to draw the fame inference with refpeft to 
the ftate of the flaves in the Wcft-lndia illands, wlio, from 
being flaves, were neceflarily expofcd to certain peculiar dif- 
ad vantages. He had a right to draw that inference, pro- 
vided he could prove, that, notwithftanding any particular 
exception, the general behaviour of the planters or over- 
feers towards the flaves, could not have been fuch as the 
friends to the abolition had defcribed it to be. 

Evidence has certainly been adduced, on both fides, and. 
he (hould not be afraid, if it were necelTary, to oppofe the 
evidence of thofe who have appeared in favour of the plan- 
ters, againft any evidence which had been adduced on the 
other fide. He fliould not be afraid to oppofe fuch charac- 
ters as Lord Rodney, Admiral Barrington, Admiral Hot- 
ham, Sir Jofliua Rowley, &c. againft any authorities, 
however refpedtable, who may have come forward in favour 
of the abolition. But on no fuch evidence was it his inten- 
tion to reft the argument; there were fadls in fupport of 
that evidence, which muft leave it without doubt on the 
minds of the Committee. 



A. 1792 . 1) El 8 A ^ E S. ai9 

Previotts to the year 15^30, the mortaHty, and conft- 
quently the decreafe of the ilaves^ In the Well India iflands^ 
was very con'fideraSle. 

From the year 1730, to the year 1755, the deaths were 
reduced to only two and a half per cent, more than the 
births. From the yeir *75$, to the year 1768, they were 
reduced to only one and three-fourths more than the births. 
From the year 1768, to the year, 1788, they were reduced 
to only one per cent. This then, on the lirft view of the 
fubjcft, mu ft prove that whatever may have been the litu- 
ation of (laves in former times, their condition has been gra- 
dually improved. 

But if weconfider the peculiar difaJvantages under which 
they labour, if we conlider the fmall proportion of females 
with refpecft to males, the hurricanes, and famines which 
have been the confequence of thofe hurricanes, and which 
have fwept away, inafhort period, thoufands of lives; if 
we confidered thus, that every natural obftacle feemcd to 
combine to prevent the in.creafe of the (laves, we muft have 
judged it pbyfically impplBble that they Ihould have in- 
creafed in the manner, and to the degree to which they have 
increafed, if the cruel treatment they had fuffered, and the 
hard labour impofcd upon them, 'had been fuch as the friends 
of the abolition had reprefented. 

This ftatement, he ohferved, not only enabled him to 
juftify the Weft-India Planters from the afperlions that 
had been thrown out againft them, but enabled him like- 
wife to draw ftill more important conclufiohs; That as the 
(laves in the Weft-India illands had, under the prefent ftate 
of things, gradually increafed, they would continue to in- 
creafe. That very few years would pafs, not only before 
the births were equal to the deaths, but before they were 
more numerous than the deaths — That if this was likely to 
happen under the prefent ftate of things, a fortiori^ would 
follow that it muft take place, if, by certain tegulations, 
the increafe of the imported (laves could be encouraged. 

Mr. Jenkinfon having argued this important part of the 
ful^e£t in the moft forcible manneri then proceeded to 
VoL. XXXII. Kk 
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remark^ that the only doubt which could remaip on the 
minds of gentlemen, was, whether it were more for the in- 
tereft of the planter to import, or breed; for if he fliould 
be able to prove, that it was more for the intereft of the 
planter to breed, it would then follow, that the moment 
the flock' of flaves in the iflands was believed by the plan*- 
ters to be fufficient, that moment the farther importation 
inuft neceflarily ceafe. 

In the firft place, the gradual increafe of the flaves, of 
late years, clearly proved that the increafe had been encou- 
raged by the planter, and confequently muft have conceived 
it to have been his intereft to breed. 

But be meant not to reft the argument on that ground. 

The price of flaves was of late years become fo great 
(nearly, he believed he might fay> twice as great, as they 
were twenty years ago), that tlie planter, on the grounds 
of oeconomy, would feel it his intereft not to purchafe, If 
by any poflible means he could avoid it. 

Let us confider, then, faid he, that the greateft morta- 
lity is on the newly-imported flaves — that the difeafes they 
bring with them from Africa, the difeafes they are likely 
to contraft on the paflage, the operations they have been 
faid toXjndergo in the feafohing, all prove the confiderable 
rilk there muft be in the purchafe of flaves, and that the 
planter is not only put to a very confiderable expence, but 
is put to that expence, with a chance of very fpeedily lofing 
the fruits of it. 

To thefe confiderations others might be added, no lefs 
important. Slaves bred in the iflands are much more at- 
tached to the fpot. They have been gradually accuftomed 
to the labour, and muft Coniequently feel lefs objeflion to 
the performance of it. Trained up likewife in regular fub« 
ordination, they muft of courfebe much more mam^eablt 
than tho(e who are firft put under the care of an overfeer at 
a more advanced period of their life. 

Slaves, on the other hand, who have been imported, are 
frequently perfons who have been convi^ed of crimes, and 
may confequently be fuch as no peifon wonld be defirous of 



DEBATES. 


Av 1792. 


ajt 


employing, if lie could poffibly avoid it. Let it be added 
to all thefe circumftances^ that children are of the greateft 
fervice in many parts of the labour, fo that wbilft the plan- 
ter muft be convinced, that they will be the moft valuable 
flaves^ when arrived at the age of maturity, he receives very 
conliderahle advantage from them, even in their earlieft 
years. 

It having then been proved, he faid, that the intereft of 
the planter was to breeds rather than to import, it muft fol* 
low, that the planters would be little lefs than mad, to 
purchafe ftaves, if they were not convinced that a farther 
fupply was neceftary. 

But it had been faid, that the births and the deaths in the 
iflands were equal, and that confequently no farther fupply 
was wanted. 

He was ready to admit, that the births and deaths were 
nearly equal, but the queftion muft ftill come to this: was 
the ftock of flaves in the iflands fuiEcient ? Suppofe that in 
the ifland of Jamaica there were 250,000 flaves, and fup- 
pofc, what he rather doubted, that number fufficient for 
the cultivation of the ifland ; he yet ventured to aflert, if 
the farther importation was to be flopped, that the number 
of flaves in the ifland was not fufficient; for gentlemen 
feemed to have forgot, thatperfons in that climate are fub- 
je£t to difeafes, of which we are ignorant, and which fweep 
away hundreds, nay fome times thoufands at a time. They 
feem to have forgot, that they are fubje < 51 to hurricanes and 
famines, which have the fame dreadful effedls. 

Whatever number of flaves there was neceflary for the 
cultivation of the iflands, if farther importation was to be 
flopped, an extra numlier would be necelTary, in order that, 
In cafe of any extraordinary mortality, from the circum- 
flances already ftated, the complete ruin of the planter might 
be prevented. 

That the time would come, when the ftock of flaves in 
the ifland would be fufficient, no perfon, he obferved, who 
had attended to the former part of his argument could doubt. 

That the flaves had gradually increafcd, were gradually in* 

K k 2 



2 SZ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1792. 

creafingy and that by cer^in regulations the increafe might 
be confideraMy promoted) muft be equally obvious* But 
thefe were all confjderations which ihould induce us to op- 
pofe the abolition^ becaufe the event, without any of the 
evils that might arife from the immediate adoption of that 
meafure, muft, in the natural order which he had defcrib- 
ed, take place In the eourfe of a very Ihort period. 

He then wiflied the Committee to conlider, what mif- 
chiefs might arife from the planters being able to ftnuggle* 
How dangerous it might be, that they fliould depend on 
other nations, and not on us, for their fupply of flaves— 
That from entering into bargains and contradls, perhaps 
even with our enemies, their dlfpofitions might be alienated 
from us, that the Jofs of the i jQands themfelves might be the 
confequence ; and not only the lofs of fo much revenue, 
and fo mucli power to ourfelves, but the acquifitioii of that 
power, and that revenue by our enemies — And why, faid 
he, fiiould we expofe ourfelves to fucli a rifit ? For any 
benefit which would refult to the negroes ? On the con^ 
^trary, it had been proved that it would be a difadvantage to 
them. 

Let it likewife be confidered, that we may deprive our- 
selves by thefe means of the power of enforcing regulations, 
and that thus the trade might go on as it does at prefent, 
with a much lefs rapid increafe of the flaves by birth. — 
This was how'ever, he continued to obferve, not the only 
rifle to which we wereexpofing our colonies. Let us refledl 
on the calamities of St. Domingo, which have been im- 
puted by the deputies from that ifland, to the .advocates of 
abolition. What horror could be deferibed, what ravage 
could be painted, what cruelty could be committed, whicli 
thofe unfortunate beings had not fuftered ? And ftiould we, 
when principles of the fame fort are lurking in our own 
jflands, fhould we expofe our fellow- fubjefls to the fame 
calamities, who, if guilty of promoting this trade, have at 
leaft been encouraged by ourfelves, by us, who, though 
parties in the guilt, would iq UQ adequate degree be parties, 
iq the fqflfering ? 
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It hvti been faidj that there was a diftinc^ipn between the 
abolition of thj ll.<v^ trade, and the emancipation of the 
flaves. He ;ulmitte*d tliat diftinfiion; but ihould they be 
furpri fed if the Haves, who. receiving no immediate benefit 
fror he aboliuon of the trade, fixould complain that thefe 
priLC-ples were not equally applied to themfelves; fliould 
thv y In. furpriied if thoMi* minds, not cultivated as our own, 
fliould not feel fo nice a Uiilinflion, or at leaft, if they 
did feel it, would be too much interefied to appear to 
do fo. 

That the flave trade was in itfelf an evil, he was ready to 
admit. That the flate of flavery itfelf was likewife an evif 
he was no lefs ready to admit. That if the quellion w^as, 
not to abolifl), but eflablifti them, he, of allthofe whopro- 
fefled fo much zeal for the interefts of humanity, would not 
be the leaft eager to oppofe it ; but, he demanded, were 
there not many evils in this world which we Ihould have 
thought it our duty to prevent, yet which, when once they 
had taken place, it was more dangerous to oppofe than to 
fubmit to ? The duty of a Statefman was, not to confider 
ahftraftly what w^as right or wrong, but to weigh the dif- 
advantages that were likely to arife from the abolition of an 
evil, againft the confequences that were likely to arife from 
the continuance of it. 

On this ground let us judge of the prefent quefiion. 

Here is an evil which, it has been proved, can be but of 
fliort continupnee; the continuance of which, by proper 
regulations, may be extremely fliortened. The extirpation 
of which, inftead of being productive of good, would be 
productive of eflential harm to thofe whom it is meant to be- 
nefit; and (hall we, appearing to prevent the fliort continu- 
ance of this evil, adopt a meafure which can be of no ad- 
vantage on one hand, and which threatens every calamity 
on the other, which threatens a diminution of our revenue, 
and coniequently a ferious misfortune to the people of this 
country, which threatens the ruin of the property of thofe 
perfons who, under our encouragement, have fettled in the 
We{l India iilands, which threatens murder, and all thof^ 
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cruelties which, by the adoption of the meafure, we are de- 
iirous of preventing. 

He had frequently rejoiced at the idea, that fome of thofe 
evils which had exifted in all ages, and under all govern- 
ments, were likely^ in the prefent period, to beabolifhed; 
that we lived in an age where knowledge had become more 
univerfal than in any former period, and that, under the 
mild influence of true religion and philofophy, fociety was 
likely to receive confiderable improvements. But he had 
always dreaded that thofe improvements ihould be too rapid ; 
convinced that by this means their very end may be pre- 
vented. 

Violent changes, he obferred, fliake the frame inftead of 
fupporting if. They endanger its exiftence; and if the 
conditution outlives the /hock, it is reftored weak and en-' 
feebled. Gradual changes ftrengthen and uphold it. The 
confequence of the change, and not the change, is felt. 
Every ftep fecures the preceding, and becomes the founda- 
tion for additional improvement. 

Agreeing, then, mod perfedlly with the friends to the 
abolition in their end, he difTeled with them only in the 
means of rccorapliihing that end. He was defirous of do- 
ing that gradually, which they were defirous of doing 
radii y. 

Mr. Jenkinfon then alluded to what had fallen from Mr. 
Diimlas. To fome part of his propofitions he agreed, but 
lie equally differed with him in others. 

He had drawn up two propofitions, which met his ideas 
on the fubjefl:, and which, if the Committee would give 
him leave, he would date to them. 

He then read his two propofitions, viz. 

That an addrefs be prefented to His Majedy, that he 
would be pleafed to recommend to the Colonial A/Iem- 
lies, to grant premiums to fuch planters and ovcrfeers as 
“ fhould didinguifli themfelves by promoting the annual 
** increafe of the /laves by birth. And likewife to grant 
freedom to every female negro who had borne and reared 
up five chrUren to the age of feven years. 
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<< 2d. That a bounty of 5L per bead be given to the 
« mailer of every velTel employed in the trade from thecoaft 
<< of Africa, who ihould import, in any cargo, a greater 
number of female than male negroes, not exceeding the 
age of twenty-five years.’’ 

Mr. Jenkinfon, in order, he fald, that he might be en- 
abled to bring forward his propofitions in form, moved 
« That the Chairman fliould leave the Chair.” 

Mr. ESTWICKE, in a few words, gave his opinion in 
favour of the amendment moved by Mr. Dundas. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT began by declaring, that, although 
he cordially concurred with the right honourable gentleman op- 
pofite to him, in almoil every point that he had dated, he dif- 
fered with him in one particular, and that was in regard to the 
impreflion made on his mind by the arguments of his right ho- 
nourable friend near him, and by thofe dated by another right 
honourable friend, (the Speaker.) Indead of conveying to 
him any other fentiments than thofe of fatisfaftlon, they were 
in the highed degree fatisfadory ; becaufe they convinced him 
that the fubjed was at lad brought to a very near approach to 
a final and fortunate conclufion. Though he differed from 
them, he was pleafed to fee that neither they nor Mr. Jenkin- 
fon adlually approved of the trade, but differed only as to the 
mode and time of abolidiing it. No man would hereafter pre- 
tend to argue, that the abolition of the Have trade ought not to 
take place, however, from motives of an intereded or private 
nature, he might wilh to defer the day of its abolition. That 
important and real calamity, that curfe of the nation, was 
now fo well underftood, and the difgrace of it fo perfeftly felt, 
that he might fafely confider that its fentence was fealed, and 
its doom determined. The fenfc gf the people was fo clear, 
that no doubt could be entertained on the fubje^l ; and they ha j 
the comfort of knowing, that the horrible traffic of felling man 
to man mud be annihilated. 

He then proceeded to argue the whole of the queftion the . 
view in which he had ever confidered the fubjeQ. A great 
part of his fpcech he dedicated to proving, from figures, that 
tlie population of the negroes in our Wed-India iflands was 
increafing \ that nothing had been found, from experience, f 



5^56 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1792. 

0per^e fo efFedually to check that mcreifc, as the importation 
of more African flared; that the in^reaie was already arrived 
3tt that proportion, which promifed an immediate fufficiency, 
adequate to all the neccflary purpofes of cultivation and agri- 
culture. After very amply dating this, he went into a detail 
of the catalogue of calamities entailed on the wretched Africans 
on their very coafts ; he Ihcwed that the inevitable confequences 
of the flave trade were internal wars, rapine, and murder; 
that the trade precluded the poffibility of civilization, and ren- 
dered the very idea of illuminating the minds of the miferable 
Africans, and giving them notions of morality, religion, and 
virtue, utterly knpra£licable. He made a quotation from Ra- 
pin, to prove that the practice of felling our fellow-creatures 
for flaves had once prevailed in this ifland, and that in the time 
of Pope Gregory, a number of fine Britifli youths were feen 
upon fale for flaves in the public market place at Rome. He 
commented on this fafi with infinite force and ingenuity, and 
applied it as a mod powerful appeal to the heart of every Bri- 
ton, whether after fo flriking a proof of the happy change that 
had taken place in this country, which had made us the feat of 
arts, the center of commerce, the happieft and the freed nation 
on the habitable globe, enjoying liberty, governed and fecured 
by law, and living under a conftitution the envy of furrounding 
nations, and the condant objed of their imitation, we had a 
right to fay that Africa might not emerge from the ftate of bar- 
barifm and ignorance in which flie was at prefent involved, if 
we were to put an end to a prafticc, which not only difgraced 
ourfelves to a degree beyond all powers of defer! ption, but put 
it out of the power of the Africans to become an enlightened 
people, as long as that pradice was continued. If the fame 
conduft had been followed towards our anceflors, that we had 
fo long, and fo improperly adopted towards Africa, which would 
have totally prevented us from being in the fituation of lingular 
profperity arid happinefs, in every refpeft, that we now enjoyed, 
and which made our country the admiration of all the world. 

If the trade was to be aboliflied at all, there was no reafon 
why the abolition fliould not take place immediately. The in^ 
juries we had done were great ; and our atonement fliould be 
thef^re fpe^y. An argument againil it was, that, if we 
abandon the trade, it would be taken up by others* But of this 
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we Ihould be very fure, before we adopted any {Proceedings in 
it. We were unqueftionably the greateft aggreiTorSi andflipuU 
not be the laid to flitw our repentance of the injury. It was 
certainly our duty to make the experiment. There was no- 
thing in the foil| the climate^ or the manner of the Africans^ 
fave only the manners for which they were indebted) treachery 
and artifice, which diftinguilhed them particularly from other 
remote nations to which our navigators had made their way ; 
yet fuch were the propenfities which we taught and promoted 
in* them, that the oldeft of our difeoveries remained the moil 
barbarous, by which we were fhut out from all intercourfe 
with the interior parts of fair and fruitful colonies, ’whofe trade 
may enrich us, while we continued a bafe and bloody inter- 
courfe with the natives of the coail. Inftead of this wretched 
and diihonourable fyilem, let us give thefe negroes the means 
of gradually afcending into civilization, of embracing a mild 
and benevolent religion, of cultivating the ufeful and orna* 
mental arts ; and perhaps we ourfelves may live to fee the even- 
ing of their day gilded with the brighteft prpfpefls, from the 
hopes of which they had been removed through many revolv- 
ing centuries. 

He concluded by fiating, that for the various reafons he had 
given, the folid and fubllantial arguments that had been uled 
both on this and former occafions, in favour of the^ abolition, 
he Ihould find himfelf obliged to vote againll the motion for 
adjournment, againft the motion of amendment, and lailly, if 
divifions were perfiiled in, for the original motion, as made by 
his honourable friend who opened the bufinefs. 

At length, the Houfe divided on Mr. Jenkinfon’s queftign } 
Ayes, for the adjournment - 87 

Noes 234 

Majority againft the adjourhmenl 147 
The Houfe next divided on the queftion that the word gra- 
dually” ftaod part of the queftion ^ 

Ayes - - 193 

Noes - . las 

Majority - 

yoi.zxxih n 
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The Houfc divided a third time on the qucliron that the 
amended queilion be agreed to ; 

Ayes - - a:o 

Noes - - 85 

Majority - 145 

The qtieftion, ** That the abolition of the flavc trade ought 
** to be gradually abolifhed,*’ was therefore carried. 

The Houfc adjourned. 

Tuefdayy y{ April. 

Mr. MAINWARING prefented a petition on the behalf of 
the Grand Jury for the county of Middlcfex, ftating their ap- 
prehenfion of the mifchicfs that may arife to the lower claiies 
of people from infurance in the lottery, and praying the Houfc 
to take the fubjeft into confideratiou, and take fuch meufme? 
as the cafe might feem to require. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill to diflblve the marriage of Mr. Wilmot from his 
prefentlady, being propofed for a firil reading. 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR faid, he wilhed to obtain the atten- 
tion of the Houfc for a moment. Several bills had lately pafTed 
for divorces without any fort of provifion for the ladks, by 
which means they were brought to diftrefs ; and the objedl of 
all good men, that they might become virtuous, was defeated ; 
for, from the wretchednefs of theijr circumftancep, they were 
compelled to follow an abandoned courfe of life. He under- 
ilpojd that feme Lords objedted to any fort of provifion fp/ la- 
dies, thus unfortunately fituatcd — fbmc regulation ihould be 
made in this refpedl. He was determined to oppofe in future 
every Divorce bill, if it contained no provifion for the lady. 
He thought that to ncglcfl: them in that manner was very dif- 
graceful, and therefore he thought it his duty to fubrait fome- 
^ing on this fubjed to the Houfe, The bill was then read. 

The Houfe acyourned. 

iFednsJday^ ^th April. 

The order of the day being read for committing the lottery bill 
to a CooKnittee of the whole fioufe^ 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, ** That the Speaker do ncivr 

leave the Chair, 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR faid, he (hould take the fenfe of the 
lioufe upon the prefent fubjeft; but before he did, he thought it 
his duty to ftate his reafons for itj reafons that convinced his 
mind of the ill tendency of this meafure. He did fo becaufe he 
thought the niifchiefs which arofe out of it were fo glaring anJ 
evident, that they needed no other ill uftrat ion than barely to' 
Itale them ; and if the Houfe would allow him, he w'ould adduce 
fa< 5 Ls whic h would caufe them to paufe awhile before they af- 
fented to this meafure. The chief objeft which he had in view 
was that of a Committee to inquire into all the abufes which 
were occafioned by a lottery. If this was granted, the proceed- 
ing would be regular and proper, in order that the Houfe 
might beablo to bring the fubjefl to a condition that would en- 
able them to fubmit it to the view of tlie public. But he thought 
it would be admitted to him that much niifchief did arife from 
the lottery. If there was a doubt of it, and he wanted any au- 
ihoi it) in fupport of his allertion, he lliould call on the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer hiinfclf, and he believed he would ad- 
mit the exiilcnce of great parts of the evil hiinftif ; he had fre- 
quently clone fo on former occafions, and certain modes of re- 
gulation had been adopted to prevent it ; but he appealed to the 
Houfe whether the evil did not Hill exift in its utmoil force, and 
if doubt was entertained of this, he thought he had evidence in 
his pocket that would be decifive on that part of the cafe. Ha 
heard Hated, yeilcrday, the prefentment of the Grand Juries of 
London and Middlefex, relative to this bufinefs i and he was 
fure, that if the Houfe would only have the goodnefs to attend 
to the prefentment of this evil, they would be fatisfied it now 
exHted in its fullelt force. He (hould read two paragraphs, 
which would be a proof of it (here he. read two paragraphs out 
of the prefentment to which he had alluded, and which fully 
fupported his adcrtioii). He was fure the Houfe would be 
content with this ample proof of this mifehief, and would be 
convinced it was very well worth their attention. A petition 
had been prefented, containing what he had juft read, and 
which the Houfe had received and ordered to be laid on the 
table. He wi(hed the Houfe to recolle(ft, that there was a 
great degree of authority in the prefentment of a Grand Jury ^ 
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they were not fimple individuals^ who dated a vague opinion 
without evidence ; they were a fet of meni whofe bufmefs it 
wasT to perform duties of the mod impe^nant nature. Their 
office was of the utmod confequence, indituted for the wifelfc 
cndsj for the benefit of focicty. They had thought proper to 
make this remondrance to the Houfe, and he fhould think this 
would have its due weight. He could^not there call the lottery 
a nuifance> becaufe the Houfe had authorized it, but the Grand 
Jury had called it fo in a Court of Judice. He was not finding 
fault with the Chancellor of the Exchequer's regulating bill, be^ 
caufe he thought it was impomble to make an a£i of Parliament 
for the regulation of the lottery, that Would not be evaded. 
But, in defence of lotteries in general, it had been faid, that 
if there were no lottery by law, fuch was the temper of the peo- 
ple, that they would have a lottery of their own; and there- 
fore it was right for Parliament to turn this incurable temper 
for gaming to the fervice of the State. If the premifes were 
true, he doubted very much whether he fhould agree to the 
concluGon. But the premifes were not true. It was the lot- 
tery that was the means by which a lure was held out to the 
Public to enter into a fpirit of gambling. It might be faid, 
perhaps, that it would be in vain to abolifh lotteries at home, 
uniefs we could abolifh lotteries in Ireland alfo, for people would 
gamble there more than they have hitherto done, in proportion 
as they were deprived of the means of doing fo in England. 
To this he anfwercd, that if the mifehief was removed here, 
with the concurrence of Miniders, there exided between this 
country and Ireland fuch a connection, that it would not be 
matter of difficulty to introduce there, by the Officers of Go- 
vernment, the fame fydem of regulation. But the lad argument 
was the facility with which money was raifed fjr the fervice of 
the revenue by a lottery, and that it laid no particulai^involun^ 
tary hardfhips upon any individual. He granted thefe advan- 
tages were confiderable, but they had more or lefs weight ac- 
cording to the circumdances with which they were attended. 
In the courfe of a long and expenfive war, when our expend!* 
ture exceeded our income to a vad amount, the argument in 
favour of raifing money by a lottery might have fome weight 
aid force, but he appealed to the Houfe whether w« wcreiii 
that fituation at prefent or not I The Chancellor of the 
4 
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chequer himfelf had dated, and he dared fay, truly, the in- 
creafe and extent of our commerce, and*the flouri filing date of 
our finances. So much fo, that he had a furplus, part of 
Trhich he had appropriated as an addition to the fund for the 
redu^ion of the national debt, and the other for the redudion 
of taxes. That was, 150,000!. for the reduAion of taxes, and 
the remainder towards the reduAion of the debt. He wiflicd 
ijie Chancellor of the Exchequer had retained the taxes, and 
abandoned the lottery, He was fure he would, by fuch 
means, obtain the approbation of every fober and difereet man 
in this country, and would finally receive the general eftima* 
tion of the Public, after they had coolly and maturely delibc-» 
rated on the fubjeft. He would have reafon to expeft, and 
would in time receive their thanks for fuch conduS. He beg-.- 
ged the Houfe to recolle£l, that notvvithflanding all the efforts 
of Minifters, the evils of the lottery were not flopped ; and he 
muftconfefs, that perfifling in this meafure, under all circum* 
fiances, furprifed him : two or three years ago he underflood 
that a lottery was intended only as a fund to fettle the claimsof 
the American Loyalifls, but now it was brought forward as a 
permanent (durce of revenue ; this had alaripcd him exceed- 
ingly, and fo it had inany other gentlemen in that Houfe whom 
he had confulted, 

The inftitution of a lottery had introduced amongft the lower 
ranks of people a fpirit for gambling, that he did not know 
how we could get rid of. There were houfes in fevcral 
ftreets which he knew, in Weftminfter particularly, and ad- 
joining Pall Mall, and part of the Strand, where the games of 
faro and hazard were adapted to all ranks and deferiptions of 
individuals ; where perfons in a fewdaysor afew weeks might 
be completely ruined. This was all owing originally to the 
lottery ; for it was that which firfl infufed into the minds of 
the people fuch a difpofition for gaming ; it was true that thefe 
evils might be removed by the proper exertion of Magillratcs, 
but they could not be totally fupprefTed while the lottery re- 
mained, for that alvvays kept alive a dlfpofuionto gambling, 
a difpofition which Parliament fanSioned, and contributed to 
promote, while it maintained a lottery. They thus afforded 
an l^ncouragement to vice, but ill fuited to their charaS:ers u 
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Legiflators and guardians of the public morals. For thefe rea- 
fons, he thought it his duty to oppofe the motion. 

Mr. ROSE faid> he believed the honourable gentleman was 
sniftaken ; that theevils he complained of had exifttd, he be- 
lieved to be truei but he had reafon to think they exifted ho 
longer. They had not arifen from lotteries themfelves, but 
from the illegal infurance offices that had been opened. Thofc’ 
^offices were now put an end to, and he hoped effeflually. Two 
or three years after paffing the ayih of the prefent King, doubts 
were entertained as to the conftrudion of that aft, and the 
Commiflioners of the Stamp Office did not know precifely how 
to aft ; but on a late occafion, they had taken up perfons con- 
cerned in illegal infurances, and they were committed to cuf- 
tody by the Lord Mayor. Thofe perfons had in confequence 
applied to the Court of King’s Bench for their ha teas corpus^ 
when the matter had then been folemnly argued in iC^ourt, and 
it was the opinion of the Judges that the Lord Mayor had afted 
properly, and that his conftruftion of the aft of the 27th was 
the right conftruftion. This had produced a moft falutary ef- 
feft, and from that time he did nor think there was one 
illegal office open. He would not, he faid, anfwcr for the le- 
gal offices, whether they had been* guilty of illegal infurances 
or not ; but all he meant to fay was, that, as far as he knew, 
there was not an illagal infurance office remaining. There had, 
he faid, been a number of perfons officiating in fuch offices ta- 
ken up, and every one of them carried before the Lord Mayor, 
who committed them as rogues and vagabonds, agreeable to the 
language of the law ; and they were now fufferingconfinement. 
He fpoke of the exertions of the Commiffioners of the Stamp 
Office to prevent illegal infurances, and faid he believed they 
had an authority, when any man of whom they had an unfa- 
vourable opinion, applied for a licence to open a lottery office, 
to refufc him fuch licence ; if they had not fuch an authority 
already, a fmall alteration in the bill w^ould give it to them. — • 
But if there were no lotteries here> Mr. Rofe reminded gentle- 
men that there were lotteries in Ireland, and if the Houfe 
ehofe to forego the advantages of a lottery, the Irifh Parliament 
might not be complaifant enough to do the fame. But if they 
ihould, the honourable gentleman well knew that there Were 
i^tterks in Holland and France, and if Tuch a fpirit of gamb- 
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ling prevailed, offices of infurancc on thofe lottery fchemcs 
might be opened. All that had been faid of £. O. Tables bad 
nothing to do with the lottery. 

Mr. DRAKE faid, whenever an honourable Member ftood^ 
forward to amend the morals of the people, he never (hould 
want his aid and lupport, being an independant tnan, conne^led 
with no party whatever. He declared he was forry to fay that 
public gambling was the vice and difgrace of the times. A 
lottery, he had ever confidered to be a war evil, and not natu- 
rally cOnnedled with a peace eftablilhment. He added, that 
as the motion was nothing more than for a Committee to in- 
quire into the evils rcfulting from lotteries, he would certainly 
vote for it. 

The SPEAKER informed Mr. Drake that the motion then 
before the Houfe, was merely that he (hoiild leave the Chair. 

Mr. TAYLOR faid, in explanation, that if his oppofing 
the Speaker’s leaving the chair fliould meet the fenfe of the 
Houfe, he meant then to move for a Committee of Inquiry. 

Mr. DRAKE refumed his fpcceh and faid, he had undcr- 
ftood the mutter differently, but under the aufpices of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer he was perfuaded that no evils that 
could be prevented would be fuflfered to exift^ Regulations he 
thought might obtain to the prevention of infiirancc. He re- 
probated the idea of Great Britain in her ftrength reforting to a 
lottery becaufe Ireland did, and as to foreign nations, hcafked 
if they were to be ruled by them ^ The evil he thought lay in 
the country’s legiflating lotteries, and therefore he would re- 
commend and exhort the meafurc of an Inquiry to both Tides 
of the Houfe. Mr, Drake faid, he ever did and would fupport 
the Minifter of that Houfe, but that his confcicnce (hould not 
be violated. He would ^61 as an honeft man. He compli- 
mented the Miniiter for his virtues, his fagacity, his prudence 
and his integrity, and concluded with djeclaring that he would 
fupport him as long as he lived. 

Mr, HAWKINS BROWNE faid, he would not objeft to 
the prefent bill, becaufe undoubtedly it wa% in fome meafurc 
an agreed part of the finance of the year ; but he hoped there 
would be no more lotteries, becaufe they certainly did encout 
rage gambling under the fandion of the Legiflature, He pro* 
fcITed himfelf indebted to his bonpurab); op tho. flqpiF 
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(Mr. Roie) for taking a1! the pains he cotild> to prevent 
«n^ was glad be had prevented fo many illegal officesy but he 
.certainly had not put a (lop to all ille^t inAirances^ nor was 
that, he believed, eafily to be accompli (hed« Thehonourable 
gentleman bad fai^^ that if they did not adopt this fcheme> 
there would be a lottery in Ireland, in France, and in Hol- 
land ; but that furely was no reafon why Ve were to have a loN 
tery. \ 

Mr, COURTENAY faid, he owned he could not agree 
with the honourable gentlentan who had conQdered the fpirit of 
gambling as a public evil. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Was right in adopting a principle which had for many years been 
known> namely* that private vices arc public benefits*”-— 
This was a very plain principle, and the more vice was encou- 
raged, the greater would be the benefit derived to the State : 
now, for the encouragement of this wife principle, nothing 
was better adapted than the lottery, and therefore Parliament 
in its true wifdom ought to clierilh and protcdl it ; and con- 
vinced of the truth of this principle* the Minifters had, with 
the profound penetration and fagacity that fo peculiarly belong- 
ed to them, regularly brought on the lottery, and now made it 
one of the (landing refources of reVcniic to fupport a peace 
cdabliftiment. It was a new manufafture for the welfare of 
the State* It vvas, however* a little remarkable, that the ho- 
nourable gentleman who fpokc lately* always bedowed the 
highed panegyric on the Chanedlor of the Exchequer, when 
he was determined to vote againd^im; like Faldaff, when he 
reproved the Prince for his condufl, faid, He has put poW- 
** der in my drink to make me love him.” -r-As to the other ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. RofcJ* he did not wonder at his de- 
fending the lottery ; it was pcrfcdly natural for a man, who 
knew fo much of its beneficial eiFeds, and had taken fuch pains 
to preferve its purity* that it (hould not be ufed for any pur- 
pofe but for the increafe of the revenue, (hould defend its prin- 
ciple* If it is no longer here, they will be in France and in 
Holland, faid the honourable gentleman— a convincing argu- 
ment certainly that it ihould be in England* Another reafon 
be urged for them was* that there were no illegal offices.— 
Upon this he could give very good information from very good 
mithority* if he (Mrt would be upon honour i)ot to tako 
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any tdvantage of it. He had evidence from undoubted autho- 
rity. If the honourable gentleman had taken the pains to go 
for information oti this fubje6I to proper places, he would ne- 
ver have had any difficulty about knowing whether there were 
illegal offices, or whether any evils exifted ; but as he had not^ 
of courfc he knew much better than thofe who had, and he was 
very right in taking advantage of the fillincfs of the people. He 
remembered that when Mr. Charles To wnlhend was Miniftcr, 
and had propofed a lottery, fome country gentlemen, who, by 
the bye, felt none of the evils of the meafure, fuggefted to him 
the propriety of having one hundred thoufahd tickets inftead of 
fifty thoufand. He anfwered — I have calculated the num- 
her of real fools in this country, and I find the number is ex- 
a£tly fifty thoufand.” He continued his ironical defence of 
the lottery on the authority of hiftory. He faid, that in Hen- 
ry’s Hiftory of England, it would appear that crimes, which 
were feverely punifhed in certain cafes, were rewarded when 
they produced what was called the good of the (late. Thus, 
for inftance, if a man indulged in pleafures of love, he was 
feverely puni(hed ; but if he went to a licenfed brothel, and 
there revelled in the fports of Venus with the moft unbafhed 
publicity, he was rewarded by the authority of the Bifhop of 
Wincheiler, becaufe his going thither contributed to the aug- 
mentation of the revenue of the Church ! There were houfes 
now in Holland of the fame nature ; he did not know whether 
the honourable gentleman had been in any of them, but he 
(Mr. Courtenay) had, and could fpeak of them, where two or 
three (livers were paid for this dalliance. Thus it appeared by 
civil and ecclefiafiical authority, that private vices had b ten, 
and now are, confidered as public benefi^. As to the honour- 
able gentleman’s apprehenfion that the lottery might be c^arried 
on in Ireland if it was abandoned here, it was totally without 
foundation. Could it be proved to be an evil there, it wouM 
not for a moment be thought of as a meafure of Government. 
There was a fpirit of inquiry gone forth in the LegiHature of 
that country which prote£led virtue and expo(ed vice in all its 
deformity. There was a rumour of a fale of Peerages there for 
the fake of keeping up a principle of legiflative corruptiqa. 
An open, candid, liberal inquiry was immediately agreed to 
on jbhe part of Goveroment, and on the fuUcft inv^^gadpn^ 
VouXXXIL Mm " ^ 
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the whole appeired to be without foundationi and the purity of 
Goverritxiiem cftab!i(hcd upon the cleareft evidence — ^the majo- 
rity of Members- Alfo the Houfe were fo remarkable for pa- 
triotifmi and aK the public virtues, that there was not a place- 
man, a penfioner, or a time-fcrvhig fycophant among them ; 
they were the real organs of the genuine voice of the people of 
Ireland- What therefore could be expefled from them, - but 
attention to the welfare of the people. The lafl point was,, the 
certainty of our always having cu.'lomers for the lottery, and 
here he begged leave to conclude his fpeech, by a quotation 
from the works of Fielding i 

A lottery Is a taxation, 

Upon all the fools in creation i 
** And Heav*n be prais’d, 

** It is ca^dy rais'd, 

Credulity’s always in fafhion i 
For folly’s a fund, 

Will never lofe ground, 

** While fools are fo rife in (he nation.*' 

Mr. Francis, after glancing at .the debate on the (lavlf 
trade, and obferving that farrie which had been acquired on a 
former occafion was loft upon that, afid fell perhaps never to 
rife again, faid, that with regard to what had beeh faid of il-* 
legal offices, it was to be obferved that thofe who had legal of- 
fices purfued in them many illegal praflices ; that thofe whd 
went into the front room of thofe offices for the tranfaftion of 
legal btifinefs, might ie introduced into the back room for the 
carrying ori of illegal bufincfs. He aufvvered the obfervation 
of Mr. Rdfe, with regard to a lottery in Ireland, that it was 
not the bufincfs of any Member In the Houfe, but the officer 
of Government there, connefted with and fpeakitlg the lan- 
guage of the Miniftcr of this country, and the principle that 
' aboliflied it here would do fo there- There was no good au- 
thority for a lottery in any but a time of emergency. Mr. Pel- 
ham, ho was told, had always thought and faid fo. It waa 
faid that a lottery was voluntary. This he denied ; for while 
we threw temptation in the way of the Public, they would al- 
wi^f be tinabk to refift it ) and tharefore> as to its efie£ti it 
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no jbctter than compelling them to pay a tax. He hi#' 
made ftrifi inquiry into fafts which arofc out of the nature of 
the lotteryp and he was clearlyi from, the belt evidence, con>i> 
vinced that k was of the moft deftrudivc tendency to the mo* 
mis, and confequently to the happinefs, of all claflesof perfons 
who had any concern in it. The unhappy perfooi who were 
fent to Botany Bay, thofe whom the law doomed to death, all 
deferiptions of perfons who had their fate determined at tbo 
Old 'Bailey, would, if they related the truth, fay, that if tho 
lottery a^as not the only, it was always a great caufe of their 
calamity. There was hardly any thing infaroous, that waa 
not in fome degree conneded with the lottery, nor any thing 
unfortunate. If we went to the King’s Bench Prifon, tp the 
Fleet, all the prifons in and about the metropolis, all the prj^ 
foners would inform 113 of their lolTes in the lottery. Gambling, 
if thus publicly encouraged, would drive the lower orders of the 
people to a degree of fury and madnefs. Nor were people of 
rank entirely free from the evil. Gambling was a vice, they 
all knew, which men of the moft enlightened minds, mert pof* 
fefled of reafon, and capable of reileflion, could notrefift ; and 
how could they expedl the ignorant and uninformed to with* 
ftand it, when its captivating allurements were held out to 
them i What, he would aik, caufed the revolution abroad 
All manner of profligacy, but chiefly gaming, which wa'seftab* 
•lilhed by Government, and countenanced by the Court, Why 
was it fo countenanced? For obvious reafons ; to engage men’s 
minds, and abftrail them from deeply regarding the conduftof 
an arbitrary Government, .Jnfuch a Government it was po- 
licy ; but was the cafe the fame here ? Exadlly the reverfe.— * 
The Court by its pradice (hewed no favour to gaming, but at 
the fame time the Legiftaturc encouraged it.. In (hort, it was 
an evil that ought to be reflfted with all the authority with 
which Parliament was invefted. He recommended to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and to the Houfe, to take this 
fubjedt moft ferioufly into their confideration ; he declared that 
what he had faid came dimply '^from his judgement and his 
feelings, and be cpuld add nothing more on the fubjedt. 

Mr* W. SMITH was decidedly againft the lottery. He 
(aid, that within half a mile of bis houfe there was fome timo 
fince a lottery-ofiice opened, Its efiedl was foon felt in the 
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neighbourhood. By the exertion of the Magiftrates it Was re« 
jnoved ; but afterwards it was opened again ; the effe^l altiidft 
immedialely was> that all the lower clafTesrof the people in the 
neighbourhooct were ruined not a livery fervant was left with 
a fliilling. . He felt| that from afenfe of his duty he muft op* 
pofe this bill. 

Mr. MAINWARING was of opinion it was not to the 
lottery itfclf, but to the manner in which it was conduced, 
that the evil was attributable. He thought that fpmething 
iliould be done to alter the manner of drawing the lottery. He 
)iad before him between thirty and forty miferable people^ 
clerks in lottery ofEces : miferable rogues and vagabonds, as 
the law called them. Their fituation was mod wretched ; and 
their wives and children wretched, under the perpetual apprc- 
henfion of the imprifonment of their protedlor, which often 
was the cafe. If we gave 50,000!. to^put an end to the nui- 
fance, he ihould not think the money loft to the Public ; but he 
was apprehenfive that fome mode might be devifed for that 
purpofe. If he was fure that the lottery ftiould go on as before, 
without fome material amendment, he fliould confider himfelf 
bound to oppofe it. 

Sir JAMES JOHNSTONE thought nothing could be bet- 
ter than a Committee of Inquiry in this cafe. We fliould then 
fee fomething of the abufe of the lottery. He thought that 
fome remedy might be found to the evil. It was a tax upon 
folly ; it would always be productive ; the clafs who were its 
objects were numerous ! Lottery firft came from Holland. He 
faw no reafon why it fliould not all be drawn in one day. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that whatever difference of opi- 
nion might be entertained of the permanency of a lottery, con- 
fidered as an objeCt of revenue, he fliould hope there could not 
be any difference of opinion with reglrd to the propriety of the 
Speaker leaving the chair ; becaufe if any oppofition bad really 
been intended to this bill, it (hould hatie been taken at an 
earlier opportunity. Parliament had in fome degree fandlioned 
it. They had paffed both the bills for repealing taxes, and for 
the appropriating tbe remainder of the furplus of the year 
towards the redudion of the national debt, and it muft be re- 
membered, that as ia^he ways and means of the year 300,booL 
bad been calculated upon the lotnuy, taxes to 
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now be ralfed lipon the Public, or the lottery muft Vs allowedi 
He hoped the Houfe would feci the neccffitjr of adopting the 
lottery for the prcfent year. Atlcaft, at prefent he did not fee 
any reafon why it (hould be rclinquiihed as a permanent mea« 
fure. He (hould not propofe it, if he thpught it tended to per- 
vert the morals or deftroy the induftry of any ciafs of individuals ; 
but of this he had heard no evidence. As to illegal fehemes, he 
obferved, that fo far was the lottery from depending upon 
them, that he wiflied them entirely to be abolilhed ; he (houU 
have that wilh if he had nothing in view but the profperity of the 
lottery, for he was clearly of opinion that illegal fehemes ope- 
rated to the injury of the fale of tickets. As to the other point, 
the drawing of the lottery in a' much (hortcr time, to prevent 
infurance and illegal pradices, he could not think that a Icheme 
of that nature would do ; that, and many other fehemes, had 
been propofed to him, but none that he had hitherto feen ap- 
peared to him to be fuch as ought to be adopted. If any fbheme 
fhould be propofed to him that would feparate the evil from the 
good, fo as not materially to diminifh the advantage arifing to 
the revenue from the lottery, he would be very glad to receive 
and adopt it; buthefubmitted, inpointoffairnefs, that what- 
ever Ihould be done in that refpeft ought to be profpeftivc, and 
that nothing (hould be done to diminifli the value of tickets for 
this lottery : but if it was fo, that would not be a reafon for 
bis opinion on the mifehief of making this a permanent mea* 
fure, and gentlemen would fee whether this could be adopted 
or not, before they gave up this great part of our revenue ; nor 
did he fee at prefent how any thing could be applied in this 
particular lottery, becaufe perfons had now bought the whole 
of it at a very high price, and it would be. very unfair dealing to 
do any thing that would leflen the value of tickets after this 
purchafe, and therefore he (hojuld'be glad to refer all confide- 
ration on this fubjeft to future lotteries, for the purpofe of find- 
ing out a good plan to feparate the mifehief from tbc benefit, 
but he was far. from being confident that any fuch could be 
made^; 

Mr. POWNEY, in anfwer to Mr. Courtenay’s remark, 
iliat the country gentlemen were ready to vote any tax that did 
tiot affe£l thcmfelves, reminded that gentleman of the land tax 
of four (hillings in the pound. 
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Mr. COURTENAY (aid a word or two in explanation, 
SHERIDAN (aid, he had omitted no one opportunity 
fince he had enjoyed the honour of a feat in that Hogfe, of op** 
pofing lotteries ; however, the fubjed had been fo fully dif* 
culTed, and fo ably ar^ed, tha^he (hould not have fpoken upon 
it at all, but frr«n what had fallen from the right honourable 
gentleman. He had expe£led, Mr. Sheridan faid, that the 
right honourable gentleman would have fat jSlent and abalhed, 
confeious that he could not advance a fmgle argument in fa- 
vour of a pra^ice fodeftrudiveand mifehievous, as raifing re- 
venue by lotteries. The right honourable gentleman, from 
what he had faid, feemed to think the wifeft way to get rid of 
this evil was by degrees. On the contrary, Mr. Sheridan faid, 
he was for an immediate, not a gradual, abolition of lotteries. 
The right honourable gentleman had faid, the drawing could 
not be (horter than ufual, becaufe the bargain was (truck ; he 
agreed with the right honourable gentleman that they muft keep 
to their bargain, but was not what the right honourable gen- 
tleman had faid, an argument againft having any lottery at 
all? The honourable gentleman (Mr. Rofej Mr. Sheridan 
obferved, had faid, if we had no lottery, Ireland would have 
one; did not every body know that a lottery in Ireland was not 
a meafure moved by an indifferent Member of the Irifh Houfe 
..of Commons, jumping up and propofing a lottery, but was a 
.meafure of the Government^ and if the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer of Ireland, did not move a lottery as a part of the finance 
of the year, the Government of Ireland would inftitgte no lot- 
tery there? The whole, it was well known, depended on the 
Government here. The Minifter faid that all the meafures of 
the ways and means were already brought forward ; that was 
very true ; but the Houfe were not bound to give him diferetion- 
ary power over meafures that appeared unwife ; for his part, 
it Ihould be remembered, that be at the opening of the bufinefs 
had objeded to this very meafure. If the Minifter mud have 
a diferetionary power over 300,000!,, Mr. Sheridan declared it 
to be his opinion, that the better way would be for the Houfe 
to' vote him that fum of money to be raifed on Exchequer bills ; 
and in the mean time the lottery bill to be fufpended, until an 
, inqiiiry (hould be had into all the abufes which had been already 
fo well defexibed. Here Mr* Sheridan recounted many of the 

4 
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evils of the lottery, as they came to his knowledge^ when cm a 
C6mmittee upon that fubjefl. At (irft they pawned OTnimenti 
and fupsrflulties— then furniture, that cotild the moft tafily be 
fpared — at lad, came their beds, implc?thents and tools of 
trade— the Very cl jfps of their children's (hoes, and the veiy 
deaths of the cradle. Me believed there was Hot any thing ia 
this metropolis, that gave fuch pangs of afflidion tOthe bumaa 
* heart, as the lottery. In (hort, the pawnbroker bad declared, 
he was at lad afhamed of his prolefTion, from the wretchednefe 
it enabled him to wiinefs. Mr- Sheridan, on the whole of 
thefe counderations, advifed the giving up of the lottery alto* 
gether, and faid, the profits might be fupplied by the Chan* 
cellor of the Exchequer iiTuing Exchequer bills to the amount 
of 300,000!. he hoped therefore the bill would at lead be fuf* 
pended for the prefent. 

Mr. Chancellor PiTT obferved, that if the 300,000!. (hould 
be granted inttead of t he lottery, it would be neither more nor 
Itfs than either borrowing that fum on thefe bills, and raifing 
it afterwards by new taxes on the people, or that it {hould be 
de(lu£led out of the fum already appropriated for the redudion 
of the nat ional debt. This refojlution, on which this bill was 
founded, was made by the Houfe of Commons on their own 
authority. The tickets of the prefent lottery bad been fold; 
the piirchafers had made their depofit. The property they pur- 
chafed was transferrable, and may have been transferred, and 
therefore what was propofed by the honourable gentleman was 
impraflicable. 

Mr. WINDHAM was decidedly againft all lotteries upon 
all occafions, except the moft prefling State neceflity. They 
were always bad meafures of finance in all points of view in 
which they could be taken* The gain upon them was not 
clear gain, for they impoveriftied the perfons who h^ dealings 
in them, and in proportion as he contributed to the revenue in 
this way, he was incapacitated from contributing in other 
Ways ; and although it was true, that, as a voluntary thing, 
parties dealing in it could not complain, yet the poverty which 
tbisoccafioned, introduced difeontent in othar points of reve- 
nue, and therefore the idea that this was one of dioTe taxes 
which did hot create difeontent in the people againft- the inea* 
pofts of Gava^nmenti was fiitiae. 



Ikyt PARLIAMENtARY A. 179^. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT fiiid a few words ; he retained his 
fonner opinion, but admitted the hecellity of an inquiry in 
this cafei and if it appeared that the advantage to the Public 
could not be feparat^ from the evil, and the evil was, what at 
prefent he did ndt believe, fuch as had this evening been ftated, 
the lottery in future ihould be abandoned, but that depended on 
thefe two ifs* 

Mr. FOX faid, there were two points to be confidered in 
this cafe: thefirft related to the difficulty of entering into the 
quefiion now, and the^other as to the expediency of having a 
lottery. With rcfpe£l to the firft, he declared freely that he 
had not the lhadow of a difficulty on it, and that he would not 
flop for a moment upon it. It was upon the fecond the diffi- 
culty had arifen. He had reafon to complain of the general 
fyftem which was adopted by the Minifter upon thebufinefs of 
finance. He propofed that the furplus which he boafled of in 
part be applied to the redu6tion of taxes, and partly to the re- 
dudion of the national debt. It was ungracious to oppofe this, 
and Parliament agree. Then when the ways and means came 
to be brought forward, a lottery is brought forward as one of 
the meafures of finance. The Houfe difapproves of that mca- 
fure ; the anfwer is, I have made the. bargain with the pur- 
** chafers of tickets — the public faith is pledged.** By the bye, 
it was pretty bold to call a bargain made by the dealers of lot- 
tery tickets with an individual, a pledge of public faith, before 
the Houfe had agreed that there fhould be a lottery. Then we 
were told, that unlefs this was agreed to, other taxes muft be 
impofed. Why, fo they mud certainly, or the lottery mud be 
agreed to. But the complaint was, that thefe things were 
done without the previous concurrence of the Houfe. The 
Houfe was called on only to ratify the bargain of the Mlnider ; 
whereas if the Houfe had been allowed to cxercife its proper 
funftions, it would have preferred the continuing of the taxes 
that were now repealed to the impofition of the lottery. This 
was not ufing the Houfe well — it was taking away its delibe- 
rative capacity. As to lotteries themfelves, he had fometimes, 
in cafes of emergency, thought them a mode', not a very good 
one, but he had thought them a mode by which money ou^t 
to be raifed for the fervice of the Public. But from converfa* 
tion which be had lately had with fome families, ai^ the 
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ous accounts he had heard of the evils of a lottery, he was in- 
duced in fome degree to change his opinion. He cbi^cluded 
with aflenting to the inquiry, and faying, that under the parti- 
cular circumftanccs of the cafe, he fhould not think of taking 
the fenfe of the Houfe, oh the queftion of the Speaker leaving 
the chair. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT (hewed that the Houfe had voted a 
lottery before he attempted to conclude the bargain. 

Mr. LAMBTON alked, if the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
aTcnted to the Committee of Inquiry ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he had Hated mod diftindlly 
that he did. 

Mr. PULTENEY faid, he had ever confidered lotteries sis 
meafures to be reforted to only in war and in exigencies of ftate. 
The right honourable gentleman he obferved, had faid, that 
the lottery relieved the people from taxes ; but he would aik, 
was not the lottery a tax in which their payment was volun- 
tary ? It was the nature of all the taxes to be fo ; if people 
did not chufe to pay the taxes they did not confume the article 
taxed. A lottery was the worft’fort of tax, as it injured the 
morals of the people. Mr. Pulteney faid, he was glad to hear 
the right honourable gentleman was not againft the propofed 
inquiry ; one right honourable gentleman had altered his opi- 
nion, ill refpeft to lotteries, and perhaps after the Committee 
had gone into the inquiry, the other right honourable gentle- 
man might alfo change his opinion on the fubje£!. 

Mr. SAMUEL THORNTON faid he difliked lotteries, 
and Ihould in future give his oppofition to them in every ftage* 
With regard to the prefent lottery, it muH, he believed, be 
gone on with, as to his knowledge, payments had been made at 
the Bank and receipts delivered. 

Mr. M^ A. TAYLOR faid, his objeft had been to.gtt rid 
of lotteries as a permanent fyHem of revenue ; therefore he 
ihould not perfift in his objeftion as to the prefent lottery. 

Mr. FOX wilhed to be underftoodnot to have altered in his 
mind more than he really had ; he had altered his mind from , 
hearing evils of which he had no thoughts until lately. Suppo- 
sing thofc evils, what he feared was not the cafe, to be faUe, , 
and that the lottery could be carried on without f hemi dutia his 
opinion would remain as it originally ftood. 

VoL. XXXIL ^ N n 
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After a iliort converfation between the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and Mr. Sheridan, the motion for the Speaker 
leaving the Chair was put and carried, and the bill com- 
mitted. 

Mr. FOX fald, he held in his hand a petition figned by more 
than a thoufand of the ele£lors of Weftniinfter— -not fuch per- 
fons as had been faid on Monday to have figned the petitions 
againft the flave trade, but perfons who underftood, and had an 
intereft in preventing the abufes againft which they petitioned, 
complaining of abufes at former elediions for Weftminfter, 
lately dated in the Houfe, as a fit fubjeA of inquiry. 

The petition, fetting forth the fufpenfion and the final re- 
miflion of the moiey of an Excife fine to Smith, the publican, 
through the interference of Mr. Rofe, the Secretary to theTrea- 
furyi by whom he had been employed on the bufinefs of that 
eIc£tion ; and the difeharge of Holkins, committed to ftand 
trial for penalties incurred under the lottery afts, on bail noto- 
rioufly infufficient, becaufe the faid Hofleins procured fixty 
votes for Lord Hood, the minifterial candidate, was brought up 
and read. 

Mr. FOX faid^ he meant only now to move that it do lie 
on the table, with an intimation, that foon after the holidays, 
he fliould make a motion for an inquiry into the fubjeft of the 
complaint, if fome other gentleman did not. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DUNDAS faid, every gentleman muft feel the incon- 
venience arifing from the delay attending the preient mode of 
deciding on contefted ele^ions ; if no other gentleman had a 
remedy to propofe by way of amendment to Mr. Grenville’s bill, 
he (hould propofe one himfelf. 

Mr. FOX faid, an honourable friend of his (Mr. Thomas 
Grenville) had turned his attention to this fubjeS, but meaning 
to avail himfelf of the experience, which the eleflions remaining 
to be decided might afford, he would probably not bring for- 
ward any amendment oi the bill till the next feffion. In the 
mean time, the right honourable gentleipan might qommuni- 
cate, and compare his ideas with thoff of his honourable 
friend. 

Mr.DUNDAS faid, he (hould be very ready to commu^Hi- 
eate hii plan to the honourable gendeman alluded to \ but It 

4 
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was his wifli to propofe it this feflion, ki order to expedite the 
decinon of the contefted elections remaining to be tried. 

Major SCOTT faid^ that in purfuance of the notice he 
had given, he meant to move, that the accounts, prefented 
by Mr. Troward, (hould be printed ; but as a refpeAable au* 
thority in the Houfe meant to oppofe the motion, and did 
not wiOi that the debate Ihould come on at fo late an hour^ 
^e*confented to poftpone his motion until to-morrow. In* 
deed he would have bowed to fo great an authority, and have 
given up his motion altogether, had he not been convinced 
that the accounts contained matter highly difgraceful to the 
juftice, the dignity, and the honour of Parliament. The 
Major faid that he knew very well the accounts on the table, 
to be pcrufed by the Members, never would be thoroughly 
read, and he wilhed that they ihould be printed, becaufe he 
defired that the fubjefl matter of ihofe accounts ihould un- 
dergo the public difcuilion, and if no other perfon would 
bring them forward, he certainly would do it himfelf ; but, 
for the prefent, he wiihed the accounts to be printed, and 
(hould make his motion to-morrow. 

Mr. VAUGHAN faid, circumftances had been mentioned 
on Monday by the honourable gentleman who moved the 
abolition, as having taken place iince the bill for regulating 
thMrade, which made a ftrong impreiTion on his mind — ^that 
of a Captain furniihing an African Prince with powder and 
ball to make war, for the purpofe of procuring (laves ; of fix 
Captains agreeing to fire upon a town, to compel the inha- 
bitants to fell them (laves cheap, &c. The gentlemen who 
defired the names of thofe perfons to be mentioned, did fo 
only for the purpofe of inquiring into their condufl { and he 
now wiihed to move, that His Majefty's law officers be di- 
reded to profecute fuch perfons, if there was any law on 
which tliey could be profecuted, or if there was not, that a 
law might be made to puniih fuch praAices in future. If 
the tradli was to be continued for a limited time, it was fit 
that the mifehief ihould be done in the moil decent way.-* 
The gradual abolition, he hoped, would meet with no pppo* 
fition ; but it would be prudent to fay as little as poffiUe oil 
the abolition of flavery in the iflands, becaufe that was afub* 

N n X 
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jeA which came within the right of internal legiflalion ; and 
from what had been faid of it already, gentlemen the mod 
capable of giving information, might be difpofed to withhold 
that information. Some of them, whofe wTitings had been 
fo often referred to, were, perhaps, forry for the information 
they had given, from the ufe that was made of it. 

Mr. Vaughan having intimated that he had no motion to 
make, was informed from the Chair that his proceeding, to 
fpeak was irregular. 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee, to which 
the duties and drawbacks on fugars were referred. 

Mr. RYDER faid, the fubftance of the refolutions he 
meant to move, which would be debated with more pro- 
priety after gentlemen had had time to confidcr them, 
was, that when fugar rofe to a certain price, 3I. per cwt. 
to be taken three times a year on an average of prices for 
fix weeks preceding, delivered in to the clerk of the Gro- 
cers Company, the drawbacks on fugar exported Ihould 
ceafe for four months, and no licences be granted for car- 
rying fugar from our colonies to foreign ports that fo- 
reign fugar fhould be allowed to be warchoufed ; and that 
a depot for foreign fugar Ihould be ellabliihed in the 
Weft Indies. 

The feveral refolutions were read, and agreed to pra 
forma, 

Mr. WILBERFORCE faid, that in confequence of 
various applications to know when he meant to bring in 
a bill on the refolution of Monday, for the gradual abo- 
lition, he rofe to declare, that he neither could nor 
would bring in any bill for the gradual abolition, or in 
ether words, to fan£tion for a time that which it was his 
^eep and £rm convidlion ought not to endure one mo- 
ment longer. It was for his right honourable friend, 
(Mr. Dundas) whopropofed, or fome of thofe who fup- 
ported, the gradual inftcad of the immediate abolition, 
to follow up a meafure which he difclaimed. 

Mr. DUNDAS begged that the honourable gentleman 
would purfiio the abolUionp his own object, in hii ow4 
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way. He had no bill to bring forward, nor could he 
have any,, as much the greater part of the plan which 
he thought the bell for obtaining the ultimate aliolitIoii« 
mull be carried into eiFeA by the iitternal Legiflaturei 
of the different ill.ands. 

Mr. FOX faid, the right honourable gentlennin vm 
the bell judge of his own .intentions ; but fo fully was he 
perfuaded of the general wifli of the Houfe to take im- 
mediate meafures foi^ the abolition, in fomc fliapc or 
other, and fo fully convinced that thofe who voted for 
the gradual abolition were in cameft, that he thought a 
bill to that effe6l would have been brought in before the 
Houfe rofe on Tuefday morning. Now, for the firft 
time, he was given to underlhind that they meant not to 
purfue their own refolution, but leave it to thofe who 
had voted againft it. But how could they proceed upon 
it ? The Houfe had amended the motion for immediate 
abolition, by inferting the word gradual.’* How 
could the honourable gentleman who moved that refo- 
lution, or he who fupported it, frame a bill on a refo- 
lution fubftituted for it, which they had fupported with 
all their power ; and of which, notwithftanding the de- 
cifion of the Houfe, they could not approve. They 
thought immediate abolition the only pra£licable remedy. 
How then could they pretend to a£l on other men’s ideas, 
and to follow up a principle, the pra£licability of which 
they did not underftand ? They who propofed and fup- 
ported a gradual abolition, knew, or thought they 
knew, the means of carrying it /into cffeil, and it was 
their duty to do fo. If they did not, they had deluded 
and milled the Houfe. The refolution they had come 
to would be adifgrace'to the Houfe, and an infult to the 
country. Many who had voted for the gradual abolition, 
would doubtlcfs have voted for the immediate abolition, 
had not the former been held out to them, as the fafer 
anymore prafticable courfe. If the right honourable 
gentleman did not follow it up, fome one of the majo- 
rity who voted for it furely muft. If no man would un* 
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ddtake the tnifinefs fhould not drop. Means mnft 
he taken to enable the hdnourable gentleman, who moved 
the immediate abolition, to purfue his own meafure. H 
was fupported by the general fenfe of the country, and 
by perfo;i8, from their fituation, of the greateft autho- 
rity in the Houfe, who had added to their former fame, 
by their brilliant difpiay of talents in Monday’s debate, 
and with fuch fupport it muft foccecd at laft. 

Mri Secretary DUNDAS faid, nothing had fallen from him 
to warrant the fpeech of the right honourable gentleman ; it 
had been as much his intention to carry the opinion he deliver* 
ed on a former night into efle£l, as it could have been that of 
any gentleman who had an opinion for the total abolition, had 
fuch been rcfplved on by the Houfe» It was his opinion, when 
he had propofed the amendment, and it was ftill his opinion, 
that the Houfe and the colonial aflemblies ought to a£l together 
for the abolition \ for he was confident that the trade could not 
be got rid of until we had the concurrence of thofc alTcmblics, 
for until that time all regulations with refpe£I to Africa would 
fail thofe whofe objed was abolition. He again faid, he was 
not prepared to bring in a bill ; nor did he think it was reafon- 
able he IhouJd be expes^ed, within twenty-four hours after the 
difculHon of the queflion had been doled, to bring forward any 
digefted fyftem, which he muft have done, had he brought in 
a bill. He concluded, by faying, it was his intention to bring 
forward a meafure on the refolution, for the gradual abolition 
of the trade. 

Mr. FOX faid, he was now to underftand that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, what he certainly had not faid before, 
meant to proceed with his plan this feflion. If he meant to 
wait till the affemblies of the feveral iflands were confulted, he 
did not fee that any bill could be carried through Paurliament 
this fcflron ; and that alone was a fufficient objeSkion. With 
reJ^eS to the gradual abolition, two things appeared to him 
to be all that could be done by Parliament— to impofe a duty 
on the importation of flaves into the iflands, and to fia a period 
to the duration of the trade. Was either of thefe to be done 

f t feflion ? If a feflion was fuifered to be loft— if a bill, ^0 fay 
t the trade fhould have an end fome tiipe or other was not 
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brought into Parliament, fo as to pafs into a law, before the 
prorogation, they might be juftly charged with impofing on 
the honcfl feelings of the Public, and affedling a zeal for hu- 
manity in their fpeeches, which never touched their hearts, — 
But it (hould not be fo ; he would not fuffer a day to be lo% 
and Ihould therefore move, ‘‘ That the Houfe refolve itfelf 
“ into a Committee on the iSth of April, to confidcr of mea- 
** fures for the abolition of the flave trade.’* 

Mr. WILBERFpRCE fcconded the motion. He acquit- 
ted Mr. Dundas of any unfair intention in the amendment he 
had moved ; but the refolution for a gradual abolition involved 
thofe who contended for the immediat:^ abolition in difficulties. 
No time, however, was to be loft ; they owed it to their own 
chara&ers, they owed it to their country, and to the caufe they 
bad efpoufed, to proceed. They might fufpend their delibe- 
rations, but that would not in Africa fufpend the work of 
death— 

Deliberat Rcma^ pent Saguntum* 

Mr. W. SMITH faid, it was undoubtedly incumbent on 
thofe who voted for the gradual abolition to zSt upon it ; but 
he felt no anxiety on that head, for he was convinced, that they 
fliould come as foon to the abolition of the trade, if the rcfolu- 
tion palTed, were to be negatived, as if the right honourable 
gentleman were to bring in a bill upon it. 

Mr. ESTWICK confidered the motion, after what had 
pafled, to be wholly unneceflary. 

Mr. FOX faid, the right honourable gentleman’s intima- 
tion was, that he meant to go hand in hand with the Weft-In- 
dia Legiilatures, a mode in which he certainly could make ix> 
fubftantial progrefs during the prefent feilion, and therefore, he 
muft perfift in his motion. 

Mr. BUXTON faid, he had voted on a former night for 
the gradual abolition, upon the conviflion that meafures would 
have been taken in the prefent feffion for fuch an abolition ; 
had he not thought fo, he (hould have voted for the immediate 
and total abolition. He thanked the right honourable gentle* 
man for having made the motion now before the Houle, and 
Gncerely hoped that if the gradual abolition was not brought 
forward and carried in the prefent felGon, that the total and iia* 
mediate abolition might. 
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Sir JAMES SANDERSON faid, I entered thi^ Houfe on 
Monday, after a very attentive and long confideration of the 
fubjeft out of doors, with a determination to form my ulti- 
mate opinion on that important fubjeft by the expcfled debate ; 
and in fupporting the amendment of the right honourabic gen- 
tleman, I felt a Gonfolation to my own feelings, being able 
to refift, which I aver I did with great difficulty, the argu- 
ments of the honourable gentleman who moved the abolition, 
and of the right honourable gentleman who fo powerfully and 
Wonderfully fupported him. 

But, Sir, I did not intend that this falutary meafiire of a gra- 
dual abolition fliould not begin now ; but, on the contrary, I 
relied on a period being afeertained in the courfe of the prefent 
feffion, to terminate this abominable traffic ; upon the prin- 
ciple of which I entirely agree with the honourable mover, only 
differing with him in the application of that principle, for cf- 
fefting its final operation gradually;* appeared to me the fafeft 
mode to the country, and the moft juft conduft to the parties 
engaged under the fanSion of Parliament in this trade. 

I repeat, therefore, that I was perfectly fatisfied with my 
vote on that niglit, believing the right honourable gentleman 
to be pledged to its immediate adoption ; but if I find, on the 
contrary, there is any danger of its going over the prefent fef- 
fion, I declare fairly, that I had rather have voted for the ori- 
ginal queftion, and (hall certainly now fupport the prefent mo- 
tion of the right honourable gentleman, if no fatisfaftory ex- 
planation is given. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS again rofe ; he faid, he thought 
he had been as explicit as poffible in his declaration ; it was 
his intention in the prefent feflioii to bring forward fuch mea- 
fures as fliould appear to him be ft calculated to carry his opi- 
nion into effeS ; a detail of thofe meafures, he did not think 
any gentleman could at that time expeft from him. 

Mr. FOX faid, he alked for no detail, he wi(hed Amply to 
kn<xw whether the right honourable Secretary of State intended 
to bring forward any bill for fixing the period of abolition in 
f^dent time to render it probable tliat it could be pafled in- 
law in the prefent feffion. 

To the queftion Mr. Dundas not rifing, Mr. Fox faid acro6 
the table, there is no explanation. 
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Mr. WILBERFORCE again fpoke; he faid, hefawthe 
ncceflity of the right honourable gentleman’s (M. Fox’s) mo- 
tion, entertaining no hopes that the colonial ailemblies wouiii 
agree to any bill for abolilhing the trade. 

Mr. Alderman WATSON faid, the right lionourable gen- 
tleman had explained himfelf to his fitisfaftion. He dreaded 
the immediate and indefinite abolition of the flave trade, bot 
was zealous for the gradual abolition. He had never thought 
that it ought to be continued. 

Sir JAMES ST. CLAIR ERSKINE deprecated two ideas 
being entertained on the fubjeft — that the gradual abolition 
was to be profecuted with all poflible difpatch by thofe who pro- 
pofed it, and that it was not. He had voted for the gradual 
abolition on the idea of its greater pradficability, and on the 
perfuafion that the Houfe was not to feparate, after coming to 
the refplution, without ordering a bill to be brought in to fix a 
time, beyond \vhichthe trade was not to be continued. 

Mr. RYDER faid, that as there was no objeftion to the mo- 
tion itfelf, the d'lfcuffion, now going on, would be more pro- 
per, when the day came for going into the Committee. 

The queftion was put on Mr. Fox’s motion, and carried. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Thurjdayy ^th April. 

The Black Rod having been fent to command the attend- 
ance of the Houfe in the Houfe of Lords, the Speaker made 
the following fpeech to His Majcfty: 

* Mod Gracious Sovereign, 

IT is my duty to tender to your Majejly two bills^ in the name^ 
and on the behalf of the Commons of Great Britain, in Parlia-^ 
ment afjhnl^ed. 

In purfunnee of your Majejly s recommendation^ your Commons 
chearfully proceeded to make a provijion for the ejiablijhment of 
their Royal HighnejJ'es the Duke and Duchefs of York; dnd 
they trvfi that the billy which they have paJJ'edfor this purpofe^ 
willfully manifeji their jujl fenfe of what is due to the rank and 
dignify of their Royal HighneJfeSy as well as the fatisfed^ion * 
they derive from an evtnt which, whilfi it promottt the cor^kH 
VoL. XXXII. Oo 
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and happinefs of four Majifiy and your tttujirtous family^ is 
alfo maieriaHy conducive to the intends afid honour of your 
people. 

Other objeSfs^ no lejs interefiing to your Majefifs mindi cotp- 
fiantly directed as it is to the welfare of your Juhjedts^ have alfo 
engaged the attention of your Commons. The profperous and im^ 
proving condition of the public revenue^ and the reductions which 
have been found practicable in the naval and military efiabl^* 
ments, afforded the means ^ of which your Commons thought it 
ihiir duty to avail ihemf elves ^ of making a large addition to the 
fund, to be' applied in the courfe of the prejentyear^ to. the reduc- 
tion of the public debt : their conduCt upon this, as upon other oc-^ 
iajions, was governed by the conviction, that the efficiency and 
fuccefs of the plany which has been ejlablijhed by Parliament for 
this impoHantpurpiofe, mufi effentially tend to the future eaje and 
permanent fecurity of thefe kingdoms. In the adoption of thefe 
mgafures, your Commons have felt peculiar fatisfaCfion by finding 
themfelves enabled, at the fame time, to give fame immediate rr- 
lief to your Majefifs fubjeCis, whofe fermnefs in fufiaining the 
burthens, rendered necejjary by a due regard to the maintenance 
of public credit, and whofe fpirit of enterprlze, and ufeful in-* 
dujlry, have fo effectually contributed to advance to the pre- 
eminence they have ueti dined ,, the general interefis aiid prof perity of 
the Empire, 

Tour Commons, Sire, contemplate with juft fatisfa^on the 
continued and progrejfhe ihiprovement in the internl fituation of 
the country: to preferve, augment, and diffufe the bleffngs, of 
which we are in poffejjion, they, confider as the mof important of 
their duties \ and, aCtuated by this principle, which comprehends 
a zealous and firm attachment to the form of Government under 
which wC live, and a faithful and vigilant attention to tdoe inte- 
refs and happinefs- of all claffes- of their fellow fubjeCfs, they are 
perfuaded that thofe meafuresy which are the refult of it, cannot 
faU to receive Majeffs mof gracious approbation. 

T%e Sills f which I have in my handy artftverally inii^led,, 
aCf to enable His Madefy to make provifion for the efa^ 
hlijhment of their Royal Hsghneffes the Duke and Hucbefs of 
York Aibaiiy, and alfo to fettle an annuity ori har Royal 
** Highnefs during the term of her natural life^ to commence from 
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the diceaff of his /aid Royal Highnefsj in cafe her faiA Rpyal 
Highne/s fiall/urvmhim. 

** ^ fer granting to His Mojefiy the fum^ of four hundred^ 
ihoufand^pounds^ to be ijfued and, paid to the Governor and 
** Com^ny of the Banl of Englafrf, h be by f hem placed to the 
** account of the commiffoners for the reduSlion of the national 
dibtJ^ 

To which your Commons i with all humility y intreat your Ma^ 
jejifs Royal ajfent» 

The above bills accordingly received the Royal aflent. 

The SPEAKER having returned from the Houle of Lords j 
reported to the Houfe v\rhat biUs had received the Royal af- 
fent. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, That the fpecch of the 
Speaker of that Houfe, delivered to His Majefty on the 
“ throne, be printed.*’ Ordered. 

Mr. HIPPISLEY faid, he had underftood, and that it muft 
be in the recollection of many Members prefent, that the right 
honourable Secretary of State, on a former occafioo, bad 
pledged himfelf in that Houfe, that let the news that might, 
from time to time, arrive from India, be either good or bad, 
it Ihould be communicated to the Public, through the medium 
of the Gazette. Some news, Mr, Hippifley faid, it was ge- 
nerally believed, had arrived from India, of a nature extremely 
intereding and important, and that His Majedy’s Miniders had 
received accounts on Monday lad from the Malabar coad, not 
merely confined to our operations there, but to an event at 
fea, which had taken place between one of His Majedy’s (hips 
and the fhips of a power not immediately concerned in the war* 
Of thefe fads the Public had no accounts from authority before ' 
them, as he underdood there had been no notification of them 
in the Gazette. This news had been diflerently dated in the 
morning papers ; in fome more fanguinely, in others lefs fo, 
as their political connexions refpeXively inclined them to date 
the faXs pn which the accounts were founded. If the news 
Ihould turn out, as fome of the public prints had given it, it 
was not improbable that the right honourable Secretary mig^t 
think it incumbent on hini to propofe a vote of approbattdn, 
fimiiar tp what he had broi^t forward with fo much fuccefs 

Ooi 
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on the fubjeft of our profpcrous campaigns by land. Mr. 
Hippifley faid, that at any rate it would be acceptable to that 
Hoiifc, and to the Public, to hear what the news was. It was 
evident, that a letter from the Chief and Council at Tellicherry 
tothe Sdeft Coriimutee of the Direftors of the Eaft-India 
Company Jiad been received, and had been fent to fomc of the 
morning papers in which it had that day appeared. And as 
another proof of the arrlvcl of news from India, he ftated that 
India Occk had fallen to per cent, within thefe two or three 
days. The mod formal way to obtain the proper intelligence, 
in continuation of what had been already before the Houfc, 
Mr. Hlppifley believed, would be for him to move. 

That there be la’d before this H'^tife, “C pies of the lateft 

iritelllgence received by any of His Majefty’s Minifters, or 

by the Ead India Company, relative to the war in India.” 

Tile moti^in being feconded, it was ftated to the Houfe from 
the Chair. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS obferved, that the honourable 
gentleman fa id thai he had given a pledge totheHoufe that 
he V. vnild puliiii) iu the Gazette every article of news, whether 
good or bad, t!;at i e received from India; he denied that he 
had ever given fuch pledge to the H(>ufe, and he conceived 
he (hould have been wholly unworthy of being entrufted with 
the fituation he had the honour to till, if he could have been 
rafli enough to give .,r.y fuch pledge. It muft at al! times be, 
he laid, in the dilcr::tion of thole entrufted with His Majefty’s 
fervice, what to publilli or what to vdilihold ; in that, as well 
as every other particular, the King's Minifters were refpon- 
fiblc fur their coi.-luvS. As to authentic intelligence recently 
received from India, he declared he knew not that any fuch 
intelligence had been received, or what the honourable geulle- 
man alludcd lo. With regard to the fubjcdl: of the other part 
of the honouia!)lc gentleman’s fpccch, Mr. Dundas declared, 
he would not fay a fyllable of any thing fo mifehievous and 
pernicious. 

Mr. HIPPISLEY infifted that the right honourable gentle- 
man had ftated, in the rnoft pointed terms, what he had con- 
ceived to be a public pledge for his conduft, with#egard to the 
arrival of all news from India, good or bad. Thefe w'ere his 
precife words. Mr. Hippifley faid, the right honourable gen- 
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tleman, when he made the pledge in queftion, had not addrelTcd 
himfelf certainly to him, but it was in a debate, that had ori- 
ginated in a motion that he had made, and it was given in an- 
fwer to fomething that was faid in the courfe of the debate by 
an honourable General then near him (General Smith.) He 
begged leave again to infift, that a letter had been fent from 
the Chief and Council of Tellicherry, to the Seleft Comnaittee 
of Dircflors, and it had been handed from the India Houfe to 
ibme of the morning papers. An honourable Direftor, who 
was a Member,* had toid him in the Houfe, fince he came 
down, that the fa6l was fo, and the honourable Director .had 
put his hand in his pocket for a copy of the letter to fliew to 
him, but it turned out that he had not the letter^about him. 
Mr. Hippiiley again challenged the right honourable gentle- 
man to the of his having received official news from India 
on Monday laft, and he was never morcv furpri fed, when the 
fads w’cre ft;!ted in almoft every newfpaper, to fee a Minifter 
get up, and in his place a Jert, that he knew nothing of any 
authtntic intelligence from India. He begged to afle, if India 
flock had not fallen 10 per cent, or near it, within this day or 
two, and ^vhether the 3 per cents, which the Minifter lately 
talked of pay mg off at par, had not fallen nearly to 94 ? Had, he 
would afk, no infraction of the treaty of commerce cxidedwith 
a neighbouring nation, as had been dated in the public prints, 
and French fliips been violated by our cruifers in a French 
port ? If tlie fad was fo, no doubt but wc fhould make our 
amende honoraiky and the biifincfs be liberally terminated. The 
Public, however, ought to have the carlied information on a 
fubjed fo highly intcreding, and fo deeply afleding the public 
credit of the nation. 

Mr. ANSTRUTHER faid, he could not hdp wiflilng that 
his honourable friend would withdraw his motion. It was 
fcarcely to be imagined that the right honourable gentleman 
oppofite to him could have been imprudent enough to have 
pledged himfelf in the manner which his honourable friend had 
imagined. Miniders were refponfible for their whole conduf^, 
and mud be allowed a diferetion proportionate. As to trant- 
adions of officers of ours with other Powers, fucb matters 
were improper to be mentioned in the fird indance in that 
Houfe, and the agitation of them could do no good whatever. 
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but might lead to mifchievous confequencbs. Upon thefe cpn^ 
liderationsv he hoped his honourable friend would withdraw 
his motion^ 

Mr. Secretaty DUNDAS faid, he fhould make no obfer*- 
vations as to the propriety of what had fallen from an honour* 
able friend of his, who had juft fat down ; it was too obvious 
to require any comment. As to the letter from the Failoijy of 
Tcl!icherry> it was the firft time in his life that he had ever 
heard that His Majefty’s Minifters were bound to publlfh every 
Itngle account that came from India ; and was it to be fup- 
po&d> that a letter merely from the Chief and FaAors of Tel- 
lichcrxy, was deferving of a place in the Gazette ? He only 
wifhed the honourable gentleman who made the motion, would 
confult his friends before he moved queftions highly unfit for 
difeuflion within thofe walls. 

Mr. HIPPISLEY, in explanation, faid, that notwithftand- 
iog tbe right honourable gentleman (b ftrongly denied his 
pledge, he ftill would maintain tl>at the very words alTerted to 
have been made ufe of by the right honourable gentleman, were 
thofe he had quoted ; and that though he now maintained that 
letters from the Chief and Council of Tellicherry were not de- 
ferving of a place in the Qazette, the right honourable gen- 
tleman, when it fulted his purpofes, had on a former occafion 
inferted letters from the Chief and Council of Tellicherry in 
the London Gazette. At prefent it might not fuit his purpofe, 
therefore it was convenient to repel the motion. Mr. Hip- 
pilley faid, he had moved the Houfe n'tcrcly pro forma^ to war- 
rant what he rather meant as a quefiion to the right honour- 
able Secretary, who did not chufe to give the Public any infor- 
mation on the fubjed of India, but to flielter the whole of his 
intelligence behind the fracas between the two fliips. Mr« 
Hippifley faid, however, he had no difficulty in withdrawing 
his motion. 

Major SCOTT rofe to make his promifed motion. He cn- ' 
tered into the articles of the cxpence on the part of the prpfe- 
cution againft Mr. Haftings, and obferved, that feveral of th^ 
itenis in the bill of MelTn. Wallis and Troward, Solicitors for 
that profiBcution, was very extraordinaryr-ione in particular, 
he obferved, was much fo ; it was a trifling article \ but he 
thought it would be a difgrace to that Houle if it was to be fuf* 
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fei«d to remain. The futn :bf ^5 guineas was charged' by Mr. 
Troward for reading all the. newfpapers from the year 1788 
down' to the period of making out that bill, in order to fee if 
any libels oh ithe Managers of the Impeachments were written in 
the name OfMajor Scott or under his fignature. This the ho- 
nourable Major faid was ridiculous, and to fuffer it to pafs un- 
cenfured would be difgracefol to the Houfe. He then enume- 
rated fome other articles in Mr. Troward’s bill. He obferved 
that the reafon why he took the matter up was, that the Lords 
of the Treafury had obferved, that for the Aril eleven days fe- 
veral thoufand pounds had been charged as the expence of the 
profecution, and that they had refufed to give orders to pay the 
bill, until the Managers had given reafons for the amount of 
it. So, in this cafe, he wilhed to know whether the Managers 
had given Mr. Troward directions to read thefe, newfpapers, 
and whether they had given him alfo directions to do feveral 
things which were charged in his bill. The expence of this 
profecution was now 33,000!. He (hould defire that Mr. Tro- 
ward be called on a future day to the bar of the Houfe to give 
an account of thefe things. The Major then moved, That 
fuch number of copies be printed of the account prefented 
to the Houfe, of the cxpcnce of carrying on the impeach- 
** ment againft Warren Haftings, Efq. from the year 1788, 
“ to the prefent fellion, and the correfpondence between the 
“ Managers of that trial and their Solicitor, on the fubjed of 
the impeachment, as fhall be fufficient for the Members of 
‘‘ this Houfe.” 

Mr. CHI SWELL fcconded the motion. 

Lord NORTH faid a few words. He obferved that the Ma- 
nagers were not attacked, and therefore there was no neceffity 
to fay any thing. It was with the Houfe to confider whether 
Mr. Troward had made right charges or not. 

Mr. SHERIDAN bore teftimony of the refpedability of 
the charaCler of Mcflrs. Wallis and Troward. He obferved 
that if the honourable gentleman wilhed to confijdeif the con- 
duCl of the Managers as degrading, he was willing to take his 
fiiare of fuch degradation. If fuch orders had been given,, he 
Ihould have no objedion tb bearing all the feverity of the ho- 
nourable gentleman for fuch orders. If any gentleman had 
gone through the uoable of reading all the writings of the 
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Qourable gentleman, he did not think that five and twenty gui- 
neas was too much for it. 

Major SCOTT faid, that fuppofing that Mr. Trowardh^ 
in this bill charged in general more than the market price for 
what he had done, !lie only thing he wanted to know was, who 
employed^ him? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he (hould not take up the 
items in the bill alluded to, becaufe he did not think that was 
necelTary. But with regard to the particular inftances brought 
forward by the honourable gentleman, he (hould think the 
Houfe would paufe awhile, and refle£l whether they were not 
ftooping a litdc too low if they (hould examine them. The 
Managers, if they gave directions to others to attend, and to 
examine whether there were any libels publilhed with a view 
of prejudicing the Judges of the trial, afted rightly. Whether 
they did appoint any perfon for that purpofe was another quef- 
tion. If they did, there was a little prodigality in employing 
any perfon to perufe the labours of the honourable gentleman, 
and (till more in paying at all for fuch wwk ; but as the Ma- 
nagers would be accufed of prodigality in paying for fuch work, 
they refeued themfelves again.from the blame, and made ample 
atonement in another refpcCl, by the niggardly reward they 
allowed for the labour. There never was fo niggardly a pay- 
ment as five-and-twenty guineas for reading any thing that 
came under the name; of Afiaticus, J. S., or John Scott!! — 
He confidered this as one of many attempts that had been made 
from time io time to dander the Managers, who w'erc entitled 
to the honourable and liberal protcdllon of the Houfe from all 
attacks that ihoiild be made againft them. 

Mr. AN^STRUTHER thanked the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer lor the liberal and handfome manner in which he had 
conducted hlmfelf towards the Managers. He was of opinion 
that if any objections were made to the items of the bill, that 
Houfe (hould not enter into the inquiry, but the bill (liouldbe 
referred,toa proper officer to be taxed. 

Major SCOTT faid, he waited until every gentleman had 
fpoke, and he now w'ould'ufc the privilege of reply ; though 
to any thing like realbn or argument in oppofition to his mo- 
jjtion, he had nothing to remark, bccaufe nothing that bore the 
i'lhape of an argument had been offered. Wit and humour. 
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which he liked as well as any man, he had heard, but no rea* 
fons againft his motion. Still he would repeat the grounds of 
his motion, and he defied the abilities of both Tides of the Houle 
to, weaken that ftrong ground on which he ftoojd. 

A trial is commenced, and the Minifter j|inding^495L ex* 
pended in eleven days of the trial, orders his fecretary to cx- 
prefs his alarm at the magnitude of the rxpences likely to be 
incurred, unlefs fome meafures are taken to diminilh the ex- 
pence in future. The Managers, to whom the letter is ad- 
drclTed, refift the inflnuation, and fay that a confiderable part 
of this charge is incurred previous to the trial, and is a matter 
that cannot occur again. The fair inference is, that in future 
the expence will be very trifling. On the contrary, the 3495!. 
is fwelled to near 37,000!. ; theTreafury,. who were fo alarm- 
ed at the fmall fum, are filent as to the greater ; and all the 
Major wanted, he faid, was to let the Houfe and the Public 
fee the whole accounts, which he affirmed to be mofl enormous. 
Why had he ever interfered in it ? Becaufe the Treafury pu fil- 
ed the fubjed forward, when it was almofi too trifling for no- 
tice, and when he took no part in it ; yet they now refufed to 
have it fully inveftigated, when it became a matter of feripus 
importance. Major Scott, in the courfe of his fpeech, faid 
he could not conceive what an honourable gentleman meant by 
faying' that he had brought it forward year after year— He never 
had meddled in it. The King's Minifters, and an honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Burges) not now a Member, firfi brought it 
forward. He then was (ilent. But now that it had become a 
rnoft enormous and unauthorized charge, he had taken it up, 
and had encountered all the wit and abiliiies of both Tides of 
the Houfe. But his caufe was too good to fuffer before the 
Public from any combination of parties againft him. 

On the queftion being put, it was clcclared from the Chair, 
that the Noes had it, the Major thereupon divided the Houfe. 

Ayes, o;-Nocs, 137. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that on the part of thofe who had 
for their objeA the internal regulation of the Royal Burghs in 
Scotland, every thing had been done to entitle thcni to have an 
inquiry made into the fubjed. They had made out all the allt^ 
gations of their petition, and they were now before the Houfe, 

tpn a former occafion the right honourable gentUpaan (Mr« 
Vot. XXXII. Pp 
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Dundas) had called on him to fpecify his complaint^ and thea 
faid he could not go into it at that time — ^wilhed that it ihould 
not be purfued in that feflion. To this he aflented^ and oral 
and written evidence was afterwards collefted to fatisfy the 
fcruples of the right honourable gentleman. He had the evi- 
dence now ready. The gentlemen on the other fide had had 
their time to find to Scotland, to the proper officers, for any 
documents they might think fit, for the fupport of what they 
might maintain to be the proper defence of the rights belong- 
ing to thefc Royal Burghs ; and the queftion now was, Whe- 
ther the allegations of the petitions he had prefented, complain- 
ing of abufes in thefe Royal Burghs, were true or falfe. He 
aflefted that abufes, fuch as had been complained of, did exiih 

• :The right honourable gentleman denied that — there they 

were at iffue, and that was the fa£l which he wiffied to have 
decided — that was the object which he (hould have in the pro- 
pofition which he ihould make ; for which purpofe he Ihould 
move for a Committee to inquire into it. He (hould prefer a 
Committee of the whole Houfe, but that he would not have 
any difpute, he ihould refer it, if the right honourable gentle- 
man wiihed it, to a fele£l Committee, but as he could not fee 
what objc£lion could be made to either, he ihould move, 
That on Tncfday the 17th inilant, this Houfe will rcfolve 
itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to take into 
** confideration the matter of the petition, and other papers 
** prefented to this Houfe lad feffion of Parliament, relative to 
** the Royal Boroughs of Scotland.” 

Mr. DUNDAS faid, that differing as he did from the ho» 
noilrable gentleman in every thing that he had brought forward 
year after year on this fubjeft,- it was impoffible for him to 
fufflr this motion to pafs without oppofition. It was to beob- 
ferved, that at therequeftof the honourable gentleman himfclf, 
lad year a refolution was entered into that this fubjefl ihould 
be taken into confideration early in the then enfuing feffion. 
He wiJhed to know whether the honourable gentleman chufed 
to fay, that he conformed to the fpirit of that refolution. Was 
this an early period of the feffion — ^the Very day, on which the 
Parliament was to rife for the holidays. Mr. Dundas faid, 
that it was f rue, that he had no thoughts of returning foon to 
•Scotland ; but then it mud be allowed, that many gentlemeh 
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from that part of the kingdom were about to return ; it would 
be inconvenient for them to flay, and would be highly improper 
that the fubjedl fhould be difeufled in their abfence. ' Indeedi 
he might fay that this fo far from being conformable to the 
refolution of the Houfcj of taking the fubjed early into confi- 
dcration, that it was almoft the end of it. Great part of the 
bufinefs of the fefTion was over^ and that which remained was 
oi^y what the Houfe had already began. He certainly had ra- 
ther that this bufinefs (hould be brought forward by the honour- 
able gentleman, even in his own way, rather than that it. 
Ihould remain from time to time undecided. He knew he dif- 
fered from fome of hSs friends on this fubjedl. They wifhed 
that the fubje£t fliould not always be d/feuifed. He on the 
contrary dreaded nothing from the difeuffion ; but he muft con- 
fefs he wiihed to have it once fettled ; but if the queftion vrzs 
to be difeuffed, let it be done at a proper time. This ought to 
have been done in the month of February. The honourable 
gentleman faid he had evidence of the charters, and that there 
were abufes. To this he plainly mud objedl at once, for if 
the charters were infringed, there was a law offended ; in that 
cafe the Courts of Scotland were competent to remedy the evil, 
and confcquently there could be no reafon for any inquiry in 
that Houfe. He could not poffibly agree to pledge the Houfe 
to enter into a Committee, unlefs the Ixonourable gentleman 
would date the nature of the propofitioh he had to make in that 
Committee ; for poflTibly it might befuch, as he ihould not ei- 
ther think necelfary or fit to be put to a Committee. 

Mr. SHERIDAN might have been aftoniflied at this mode 
of objeding to hi's propofitions, one after another, regularly, as 
he made them, did he not know the princypl on which they 
were founded, and the reafon for them. The truth w^as,. that 
they (hunnedthe inquiry, and wiflied to evade it by any means 
they*could devife ; any thing but a fair and candid conted of the 
point in iifue he expeded ; but he would promife gentlemen, 
on the other fide, they ihould nqjt get over the bufinefs in that 
way. As to the time being too far advanced in the feflion ; and 
the idea that bufinefs of importanqe was chiefly over, he mull 
obferve in the fird place, that it was not in his power, vyithout 
manifed inconvenience to have brought on this fubjed in Fe- 
bruary, as the right honourable gentleman had hinted to 
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have been done ; he was obliged to attend to other objeAs, 
which it not for the Houfe to hear — and the more particu- 
larly fo, when they recolleAed, that whenever the fubjcA 
came forward, itVas always in the mind of the right honour- 
able gentleman cither too late or to early. As to the other 
point, namely, that moft of the bufinefs of importance was 
over, he mud fay, that if he had not already had fo much ex- 
perience of the fhifts and fhiiffles of the right honourable gen- 
tleman on* this occafion, he (hould have been furprifed at this. 
What would he fay to his own notice this very day, of bring- 
ing forward, fix days after the day for this motion, propofitionl 
upon the flave traejp? Was that important? Was it early 
enough for that, although too late for a confideration of the 
Scots Boroughs ? Or did he believe that many gentlemen at that 
time would be in the country, inftcad of attending to their duty 
in Parliament ? 

There were two deferiptions of perfons in" this country : 
thofe who attempted to reform every thing, and thofe who 
were determined to reform nothing— they were both dangerohs 
perfons ; but in the degree of danger from thefe doArines, 
there was nocomparifon. No man could be fo great an enemy 
to the conftitution of England itfelf, as he who maintained it 
was perfeA, and on that principle refilled all attempts to reform 
it, and branded thofe who attempted it as wild fpeculators and 
dealers in dangerous innovation. 

Mr. ANSTRUTHER profeflcdhimfelf entirely againftthc 
motion, as a point of vain, vague, and fpeculative theory, that 
could not be reduced to pra Aice. He meant the obje A of hav- 
ing a Committee — namely, a reform in the theory of a confti- 
tution, which had no praAical defeAs or alarms. He thought 
it extraordinary that the honourable gentleman, who had year 
after year brought this fubjeA forward, fhould not now be 
ready to proceed in it. With refpeA to the conftitution of 
Engbnd, he took occafion to obferve, that thofe who are al- 
Ivays ready to <^en a Ihop f6r reform were not friends to the 
people.. He Ihould be ready to deliver his fentiments on that 
fubjeA, whenever it (hould be brought forwards He was 
ready to ^et any inquiry into that fubjeA, becaufe he was 
mvinced, |that the more the praAice of the conQitution of 
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England waa looked into and compared with the viflonary the* 
cry of other people^ the more would it be admired. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he thought that the general ob* 
jedions to the prefent fydetn ought to be* known, and the 
abufes pointed out, before the Houfe went into a Committee ; 
when that was the cafe, and the honourable gentleman could 
point out the fpecific remedy to be adopted, the fobner the 
•queftion came to be difeufl’ed the better. He thought the ho 
nourable gentleman had fixed on a wrong day, becaufe the fe- 
cond reading of the Weftminftcr police bill Rood for the 17th ; 
and though he truiled there was not much difference of opinion 
on this fubjeft, yet if it (hould go into any length of difeuffion, 
it could not be expefted that thofe who brought it forward 
would give way to the difeuffion of the honourable gentleman’s 
motion, notice of which was fubfequentto the other. 

Mr. SHERIDAN hoped there would be no occafion to put 
off his motion after the day he had mentioned, but muft fay 
one word refpeftingthe latenefsof the feffion, which was, that 
he recolleded a time when the right honourable gentleman op- 
posite had brought forward a great conditutional queflion, re- 
fpeSing a reform in the reprefentation of the people, even at 
a later period than what he now propofed for this queftion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT fald, that with regard to the motion 
which he had the honour to bring forward in 1782, relative to 
a parliamentary reform, he muftobferve, and the Houfe might 
recoiled, that though it was April or May before hp brought 
it on, that could not be called late in the feffion of that year. 
It was at a period when party divifions ran high, and when 
there was as full an attendance as was ever remembered — nei- 
ther could he fee any analogy between his motion that year and 
that which the honourable Member propofed on this bufint % 
particularly as the honourable gentleman had always aflferted 
that there was no intention whatever^ by his motion to make 
any alteration in the parliamentary reprefentation of the Royal 
Burghs. From the manner in which the honourable gentleman 
treated this bufinefs all along, he fcarcely believed that his cli« 
ents would giye him much credit for his affiduity. 

Mr. SHERIDAN contended that there were many itafons 
which prevented him from preffing the bufinefs /formerly he 
tod often thought it an improper time to puih any thing that 
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looked liked reform, becaiife, by fomc ftrange perverfion any 
improvement propofed, was converted into ideas of innovation 
and revolution* He had, however, now j[ot pofleflion of fuf- 
ficient materials, and had given up his own opinion te that of 
others, and he was determined to bring the motion on. He 
did not mind what the right honourable gentleman thought of 
his afliduity, but if he had been flow, the right honourable gen- 
tleman would And that he was fecure in his purpofe, andhehad 
heard nothing to make him poflpone the bufinefs longer* As 
to reforms, he thought thofe who called for unneceflary reform, 
and thofe who faid that there was no occafion for any reform, 
were equally enemies to conftitutional principles. 

Sir J. S. ERSKINE thought the Houfc was no ways pledg- 
ed, nor ought they to go into any Committee, till they were con- 
vinced that the grievances complained of really exifled \ in his 
opinion they did not* 

Mr. ANSTRUTHER was of the fame opinion, and faid 
there was a material difference between the parliamentary re- 
form of the right honourable gentleman oppofite, and that of 
his honourable friend ; the firfl was a praflical reform, the 
other a mere theoretic fpeculation. As to the conftitution of 
this country, he was always of opinion, that the more its 
principles were known and pradlifed, the more it would be ad- 
mired, and ought to be adhered to; the lefs attention of 
courfe ought to be be paid to fyllcms merely theoretic and 
vifionary. 

Mr. SHERIDAN thought all the objeflions ftated would 
have come in time enough in the Committee. He enumerated 
the materials, fuch as the charters and fets of Burghs which 
had been violated with impuhity, and many other faSs which 
he could prm'e when the Committee fat ; and contended, the 
only oppofition therefore that could be made, was as to the 
time of the fellion, upon which he thought enough had been . 
fiiid to obviate it. He contended, that there was no power of 
control veiled in any Court in Scotland over the tranfadions of 
Magiilrates, which was an important point at iflfue between the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) and him. 

Mr. DUNDAS replied, and after a few words from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the motion was put and nega- 
tived. 
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Aftor which, Mr. Sheridanmovcd,' “ That oh Wedncfdayi 
** the x8th of Aprili this Houfe do take into conflder^ion the 
petitions and Other papers on their table, relative to abu(ef 
praftifed in the internal management of \|ic Roj^al Borou]^ 
in Scotland which was agreed to. 

The Houfe then adjourned to 

Tufjday^ l*]th AfriU 

Mr. FOX moved, That the order of the day for the 
** Houfe to go into a Committee of the whole Houfe to-mor- 
** row, to confidcr of the circumftances of the African flavc 
trade, be read,” which being done, 

Mr. Fox faid, that his motive for makibg this motion, was 
to take care that this important buflnefs ihould be brought for* 
ward for the farther difcullion of Parliament, without iofs of 
time. He underftood that the right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Dundas) was to bring on fomelhing by way of regulation 
on this fubjed, and that the day appointed for that purpofe 
was Monday next. Pie knew not what meafure was intended 
to be ptopofed : he hoped it would be a bill for the fpeedy abo* 
lition of the trade. He was fiire that no time ought to be loiL 
He felt the delay even of thefe fix days very ferioufly, confider- 
ing the advanced (fate of the feilion. The only thing he could 
now do, however, was to move that the order for the Commit* 
tee of the whole Houfe to-morrow upon this fu^Jeff, (hould 
be difeharged, and appointed afterwards for Monday next.— 
He hoped that what the right honourable gentleman (hould pro* 
pofe upon the fubjed would be brought forward in fuch a (hapCf 
that thofe who wilhed for the immediate abolition of the flavn 
trade, as well as thofe who were contented with having it gra- 
dually, could vote for it. He hoped and trufted alfo it would 
be fuccefsful. His chief objed now was, to keep the Houfe 
and the Public to the point, and that it ihould not be permitted 
to deep for a moment, but that it ihould make fuch a progrefs 
as to be jn readinefs for the other Houfe of Parliament at a time 
that would not admit of aifeded arguments for delay to another 
year; He certainly bad not changed his mind on this fubjed* 
He could wiih afi immediate and total abolition ; but if that 
was not to be obtained, it was eifsntial that no time ihould be 
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loft in bicinging forward whatever other regulation (hould be 
deemed expedient^ and he hoped to hear the whole fubjefi dif- 
cuflcdon Monday. For thefc rcafons, he moved, ** That the 
** order of the dajr for the Houfe to rcfolve itfelf into a Cpm- 
“ mittee of the whole Houfe to-morrow, to confider of the 
** cumftances of the African flavc trade, be difchargcd.** 

Ordered. 

Hp then moved, ” That the Houfe do rcfolve itfelf into that 

Committee on Monday next.*' Ordered. 

The new bill for the redudUon of the national debt was read 
I third time, and palfed. 

Mr. DUNDAS moved the order of the day, which was for 
the fecond reading of the bill for regulating the office of Juftice 
of the Peace for fuch part of the county of Middlefex as lies in 
and near the metropolis, &c. 

Mr. MAINWARING obferved, that this was a matter of 
very great importance to the Public. It was proper that gen- 
tlemen {hould underftand what the bill was, and that it fhould 
be difeuflfed in a full Houfe. 

Mr. DUNDAS obferved, that as the honourable gentleman 
who brought in the bill was now abfent, he had brought the 
' fubjefl: forward. It was a bill, on the principle of which he. 
believed there could not be much difference of opinion ; or, if 
there fhould, ample opportunity would be given for the ftate- 
ment of thofc objedlions, for he (hould propofe that it (hould 
not be committed until Wednefday fe’nnight. This appeared 
to him to be fully fufficient to meet all objeAion, as any amend- 
ments to any part that might now appear wrong, or any defi- 
ciency that ought to be fupplied by additional claufes, or any 
other fort of alteration, might be made in the Committee. He 
Taw no rcafon why the bill (hould not now be read a feebnd 
time. 

Mr. MAINWARING faid, he always underftood that this 
was the ftage in which oppofition could fairly be offered to a 
bill. Hc/ mud beg leave to mention what occurred to him on 
the fubjed. He, perhaps, might have more local information 
than others on this bufinefs. Upon looking over this^bill, he 
could not flatter himfdf that he faw much advantage which - 
could arlfe to the Public from it in its prefent (fate. He 
thought h might do feme good, but a great deal of mlfchief* 
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It was tru^i as it had been ftatedi that the office ^ Jidlice oC 
the Peace, for part of the metropolis, wanted rcguladpa. He 
wiihed that the pra^ices of fomc of thefe Juftices Ihould bi 
corrected* They did fome harm, and yet theyttid fome good f 
but this biU did not appear to be calculated to remedy the evUa 
that were mod to be complained of in the office of Juftice of 
the Peace. He wanted to drengthen the arm of the Magidrate* 
in order to fupprefs vice. That was not doi^e by this hill.-- • 
Another objedion occurred. It was a bill for all the metro** 
polis, which was much too extenfive to receive any real benefit 
from the bill in quedion. No power was given them to be ac** 
live ; they were to wait for perfons to come and exhibit their , 
complaints. If fo, he was furc it would b^e of great dillervice. 
No care would be taken to fupprefs robberies. They fbould, 
at each office, have at lead ten men for this purpofe; for in 
this way they would have a great number of perfons to appre- 
hend. Here they were penning a law without having any fe* 
curity of the effed of it, for it pointed out nothing for the Ma* 
gidrates to do of their own accenrd, but merely that they fliould 
take cognizance of things brought before them. He wiQied 
to know on what foundation thefe offices were to proceed 
Were they to be fomething fimilar to that it BoW^dreet . 

owned he (hould in that refped approve then) ; but this feemed 
to be a bill founded on the prefent policy of Adminidradon^ 
indead of beingon a general principle. If fo, any future Ad« 
minidration might change it, or it might be changed by the 
prefent Adminidration in different circumdances. He want^ 
the people to know what fydem of policy would permanently be 
adopted. The plan was fhewn to him fome time ago. He faid 
it was a cold feeble meafure that might do fome little good, but 
a great deal of mifehief. The author of the bill laid, he Ihould 
like a bill of more general extent in its principle, but he was 
tifraid if he brought it forward. Government would not affid' 
him, on account of the expence of a complete fydem. Mr. 
Mainwaring faid, he was pleafed to fee the right honourable 
Secretary of State fecond the motion for leave to bring in ffie 
bill, for be was in hopes of feeing a foiid fydem of po^^, 
brought forward, preferable to that which we jiow have { 
that hope, by perufiog the prefent bill, q|uite 
and he was now left to widi that he knew what the fydem WM 
Voi.XXXIL 0^9 
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With regard to the expence of the bill, he underllood that i€. 
was expeded by thofe who penned it, that fuch eixpence ihpuld 
be defrayiiid Out of the fees taken at the offices, for penalties 
impofed bn certain perfons offending againft various ads o/ 
Fhlrliadient^ If they relied on thofe penalties, he was confident , 
they wbuld be deceived ; and if ever they fhould ftretchthat . 
pHnciple, in order to make the penalties anfwer the ’expence, 
the bill would, fo far from being a benefit, become a nuifance. 
With teipeft to the number of offices to be appointed for car- 
rying on the objeft of the bill, he confelTed he faw great ob- 
jedibn; Five offices he thought too few for any thing like 
convenience to the inhabitants of the metropolis* Thofe of 
Mary-Ie-bone, a large town of itfelf, mull all come to an of- 
fice at Soho. Thei^inhabitants of St. Pancras were to go to 
lilington ; but above all, the inhabitants of the eaff part of the 
irtctropolis were to have but one office ; this, he was fure, was 
quite inadequate. There was no part of the King’s dominions 
that required greater vigilance, attention, and ability in a 
Magiftrate, thaii this ‘particular diftrift. The inhabitants were 
a hardy laborious race of mfcn, but who, from the roughnefs 
of tfi«f habits,* were dcfpe'rate, when they were either mif- 
guided by their own defires, or mifled by others. In fhort, 
thb bill, in this rcfpeA, was deplorably defeftivc, and would 
never be found to anfwer any thing like a good purpofe. He 
obfehred alfo, that there was no regulation made in the bill for 
al^ufes. The laft obfervation he had to make on this bill, 
was the manner of appointing the Magiftrates. It would give 
to the Crown a prodigious deal of patronage, and that too in 
the moft exceptionable way. 

Mr. DUNDAS obferved, that the firft part of the honour- 
ablegentleman’s objedion could hardly be faid to be fair. It 
Was a complaint, that the bill did not go far enough in granting 
powr to the MagHlratcs. This the Houfe would do him the 
jiMice to recoiled he mentioned at the time the bufinefs was 
. ppen^, and when the Houfe gave leave to bring in the bill, 
aiidat that time objedions being ftarted to that idea, he did not 
wifii tbretaid the progFcrs^^^^ o^ the bill, and he confeUted for 
that’thne not to pu^Ue’ that thought any farther, butreferved 
torhiinfelf the r^ht "of renewing it on Tome future Say, if he 

that (hould appear to 
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him to be a proper one, and be made the fame 
The honourable gentleman had mifconceived the ]:Mture;.of t^ 
bill, if he thought that the whole of the police of this metropo? 
lis will be changed by it. The power of the different Magif* 
trates will all of them remain entire, as if this bill had never 
been thought of. It did not infringe on the different powers 
the Magiftrates, to enforce good order and preferve a good 
police. It only appointed certain offices, at which public buf 
finefs fhould be tranfa£ted, and enabled that no fees fhould be 
taken at any other office. As to the obje£Iion againft the Ma- 
gifirates being paid out of the money taken at the office, there 
really was nothing in it ; the cafe was fo now ; the only dif- 
ference was, that now fees were taken for the fupport of the 
Magiftrates, whereas, by the bill in queftion, the penalties le- 
vied fhall go to the fund, out of which the Magiftrates (hall 
have fixed falaries. If this fhould hereafter appear improper 
to the Houfe, it could be altered in the Committee. As to the 
objection, that the bill was not extenfive enough, that was a 
point to go to a Committee, but could not be made an objec- 
tion to the bill itfelf, the profeffed principle of which was, to 
corred abufe in the condu<£l of trading Juftices. Indeed, he 
did not mean to fay that the bill was fufficiently extenfive, and 
he inclined to think it iliould be more fo. The borough might 
, be brought under the fame regulation. This was alfo another 
objeS for the confideration of the Committee. With regard 
to the queftion of patronage to the Crown, he could not fee 
what alteration this bill made in that refpefi ; for he underftood 
that at this very moment the foie appointment of all thofe who 
hold the coznmilfion was in the Crown, and he wanted to know 
how the Magiftracy of this country was to be carried on but in 
this way ? If it was wrong, that would be matter for future 
confideration ; but he protefted he did hot fee what alteration 
fox the better could be made in that refpe£t. However, there 
migtt be many things thought of in the Committee* Perhapa 
it mij^t be prdper to introduce fome checks of a certain na- 
ture. had an idea, that perfons fit to be appointed^ 
ihould bbniiiy thofe who fhall be returned fo at the quarter 
feffiew# thefe were fit objeAs for die coiffideratkm of 
Coi^lttpc. xhe queftions here were, Whether the da^y bh« 
fiiiefs o£ the imporunce in this metropolis^ fhould b# 
Q^q % 
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tmfaded through the medium of trading Juftices^ or by the, 
plan laid down by theprefent bill ? and whether this was a fit 
matter to be confidered by a Committee of that Houfc on a 
future day? ^ 

Mr. FOX faidi he did not obje£l to the bill noWj under* 
ftanding that it was to be difeufled on a future occafion* He 
li’ad not had all the inftrudion he wilhed, and hoped to havci 
from his confiituents on this fubjed. But as the bill appearedi 
there feesned to him to be two objedions to it ; onei that it 
will do no good whatever ; the other, that it is likely to do 
Come mifehief. He did not know whether the objedions taken 
to this bill wereunanrwerableor not, but he was fure they had 
not been anfwered, and therefore he (bould be glad that an- 
other difeufiion (hould take place, in order that the promoters, 
of the bill might have an opportunity to improve their argu- 
ments. With regard to the patronage which this bill was fup- 
pofed to create, it would certainly be thrown into that fcale, 
and add weight to that which, in his opinion, was already 
much too heavy, and which he never wilhed, and now he 
Would not be fufpefted to wifti, to be the heavleft^ The Ma-« 
gifirates who were to ad under this bill were to be appointed 
by the King ; they were to receive offices^ of profit, for there 
are to be falaries given. Now this was patronage, and patro-^ 
nage of great confequence too ; for although the King bad the 
appointment, the whole management of it was under the im- 
mediate diredibn and control of the Minifier, who has had 
alfo the appointment of thefe trading J uftices. Now he wifhed 
to know, what the fccurity was which the Public had, that any 
benefit whatever would refiilt from this bill ? What fccurity 
was there, that he who appointed thefe trading Jufiices, who ^ 
are now faid to be^unworthy of their ftation, will appoint men 
of better charadcr or capacity to fucceed them ? 'Ilicrc is the 
fame perfon to appoint both, with the fame motives to influence 
his appointment, namely, patronage ! He did not think k in 
the leafi degree likely' that theib perfons would be better ap- 
pointed than their predecelTors. However, he ih.cHild make 
any oppofition now, but leferve what he had to fay {ft the next 
diibuiGon. " 

Mr4 WILBERFORCE fupported the bill. He obferved, 
that what tbo receive now, they rec^vc out offeqsj 



A. i79«» DEBATES* joi 

whereas hereafter their receipt would not depeodi upon Uen, 
but on a dated falary, which led' to indepehdencei andcoafb* 
quently it was fair to exped that their condud would ba 
better. 

Mr. FOX obfervedi that this could make no diSateaee in 
|he charaSer of a perfon at the time of his appointment^ nor 
did it convey any idea of fecurity to the PubliCi that none but 
fit perfons (hould be appointed. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obferved^ that as it nowHaads* tbf 
Crown has the appointment of the Magiftrates. After they 
were fo appointed, they are liable to the temptation which re* 
ceiving fees throws in their way, and it is by thefe fees they 
fubfid. By this bill the Crown would have the appointment^ 
but afterwards the perfons appointed would not be under any 
temptation on account of fees, becaufe they would beAipportsd 
by a regular falary ; if they a£led improperly, they would be 
difinilfcd. 

Mr. SHERIDAN obferved, that the bufinefs nowbefort 
theHoufe, thejudices' trade, had long occupied his attention# 
He had more than once, with a gentleman of the law, thought 
of fomething like a plan for its regulation. But the point by 
which he had always been checked, was the confideration of 
undue influence. He could not hit upon a plan that would 
prevent the thing from being or becoming a job. All the fyfV 
terns of regulation which he had feen in this refpe£l, were no* 
thing more, and he was afraid neves would be any thing clb 
than a job. He admitted that there were negeifary regulations 
with regard to the fees of thefe perfons, but they would all be 
trifled with and evaded.. As to the remark, that they fbould 
be dirmifled froin their offices if they did not ad right, he feared 
the fecurity in that refped was not very folid or fatisfaSory to 
thofe who wilhed to fee the Magiftrates independent. He 
thought they would lofc their offices if they voted wrong at an 
election ; and fo no doubt they would if they procured votes by 
remitting the penalties of the lottery ad-*or excufed an eleiSori 
or an election agent of a Court candidate, part of an cxcjfe 
for eledlion fervice. Care, no doubt, would be taken 
bey (bonld aft with integrity in thefe cafes. Tq be feriouSi 
convin^^d that this fyftem of police was nothing mote 
of wSuenc*. 



jot PARLIAMENTARY A^im. 

' Mr. M. MONTAGU faid a few words in favour of the 
bill. 

Tbe queftion Was then put, and the bill was read a fecond 
time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee of the 
whole Houfe to-morrow fe’nnight. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

fFednefday^ i%th April. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that from what had been faid on 
the other fide of the Houfe upon this fubjefl:, he was in hopes 
that his motion for the Speaker leaving the chair would have 
been aifented to as a matter of courfe, and he ftill hoped that 
when gentlemen recollefied the whole of the fubjeft now 
brought forward, they would not perfcvere in their oppofition 
to that mode of proceeding, and that they would not endeavour 
to induce, or call upon the Houfe to depart from its own 
pledge, and that they would not ofier an infult to a body of 
men, whom he had the honour to fupport on the prefent occa- 
iioh. If they did take this method of oppofition, he mufi fay, 
they did not thcmfclves feem to recoiled how the matter in 
queftion flood, and for the purpofe of refrefliing their recoiled 
tion he fliould ftate the real fituation of the bufinefs. 

Some years fince a number of petitions from the Royal 
Burghs of Scotland, nnanimoufly pointing out grievances, and 
demanding redrefs, were*prefented to that Houfe. The nunw 
ber of Royal Burghs were in all fixty-fix, and at this time fifty 
of them had concurred in their complaint. Thcfe compofcd a 
vaft majority of all' the trade, commerce, wealth, and popula- 
tion of the Burghs of North Britain. They compofed alfo a 
great part of the rank and dignity of it. Perfons thus fituated> 
and thus complaining, were worthy of the attention of that 
Houfe, and moft particularly that of the right honourable gen* 
tleman (Mr. Dundas)* Thcfe petitions ftated the general mif- 
management, mifapplication of money, dilapidation of pro^^ 
party, and various injuries and grievances fuflained by them in 
confequence of the ufurped authority of certain felf-elcdec^ 
Magiftrates in thefe Burghs, and that to thefe complaints thf^ 
was at prelent no redrefs to be procured under the law of 9*^* 
lancL They had fought for rdir^^s, but were unable 

' a 
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it in llich a fituation. He was clearly of bpihioo ; that die 
only application they could make was an applicatibn to Paxlia* 
meat ; for he maintained that it was a decided point that there 
was not now a Court of competent jurifdi^ion to afford relief 
to thefe complainants. If that was the cafe, the application 
to Parliament was correft and regular. This was denied by 
gentlemen on the other fide. Here the parties were at ilTue. 
^The point now remaining to be tried (hould be fubmitted to a 
Committee of Inquiry — if they could prove thefe fafts, they 
would immediately fall under the wifdom of Parliament, to 
have that redrefs which is due from its juftice. Three feffions 
ago he prefented a bill to this Houfe, with a view to have thefe 
complaints removed, by removing the caufe of them. The bill 
was read a firft time. When it came to a fecond reading, he 
then pledged himfelf to prove every article of allegation in thefe 
petitions. The gentlemen oppofite to him faid, that they 
were grievances of great magnitude. They admitted, that if 
they could be proved, redrefs ought to, and fhould be, granted ; 
but they faid he was irregular in his application, and that he 
ought to inllitute a Committee of Inquiry, and if he proved his 
fa£ls, redrefs muft follow : upon this he withdrew his bill, 
conceiving that then he was at iiTue with them upon the fads 
of thefe grievances, and that if he proved them, redrefs would 
follow. He then proceeded, he faid, to the efliablilhment of 
thefe fads, for which purpole he caufed copies to be made of 
all the charters of thefe Burghs, and all the fetts. He fought 
for the accounts of the public property, and all alienations, 
&c. The next feffion only a part of thefe was produced, 
fome of the Burghs being deficient in that refped ; afterwards, 
however, the whole became complete. Laft feffion of Parlia- 
ment the whole came before the Houfe,. and it was propofed 
to go into a Committee of Inquiry upon the cafe, that fads 
might be afeertained, upon which to ground the' future pro^i 
ceedingof the Houfe. Upon this the right honourable gentle-? 
man (Mr. Dundas) did not pretend to deny thefe fads, nor 
had he an idea in his mind, that the right honourable gentle- 
man harboured a thought of iniiilting the people of Scotland 
fo grofsly, as to fay to them, Now you havecolleded your 
proofs, you have prepared to fubmit your cafe to the Houfe of 
Commonsi you (hail not be heard, I will not now confentto 
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fnqotivi ycm ftsll be repuffed-^I was only jefting with yoii 
forUMrly inow I tell you plainlyithat apparent ffanknefs was a 
Mere mockery* Kothiugof this kind was laid, or conveyed 
laA year* On the contrary, there was an implied aflent to the 
inquiry^ only it was then fkted to be too late in the (eilion. 
Upon this principle, and feemlngly fair profped of ultimate 
fucCcfs; a motion was made on the 27th of May laft, .and the 
Houfe entered into a mfolution, which he begged the Houfe 
to hear» (The refolution was then read, the purport of it was 
that the Houfe would early in the then next felTion, take into 
COnfidetation the ftate of the Royal Burghs-) Here it was evi- 
4 cnt| that it was the intention of the Houfe to go fairly into 
this inquiry* This Could only be done in a Committee, and 
to refufe a Committee, was to refufe every thing that could 
relate to the fubje£l- He had a right to call on the right ha« 
nourable gentleman^ not only from the duty he owed to the 
people of North Britain, but alfo from a fenfe he ought to 
have of his own perfonal honour to confent to this inquiry. He 
did not expe£tat lead he fhould hear, at lead he fhould riot be 
content with hearing, that it was not now early in the feflion ; 
it was too mean a quibble to be attended to for a moment— ^it 
was too paltry an excufe to merit an anfwer* Was the feflion 
fo far advanced as to leave no bufinefs remaining that was of 
Importance fuflicient to be difcufled, to infure a full attend* 
ance t was not the bufinefs of the (lave trade of that defcrip* 
tion } Did not the Chancellor of the Exchequer bring forward 
his plan for a reformation of the reprefentative body of the 
whole kingdom, at a much later period ? — 'Did not the right 
honourable gentleman himfelf bring forward his own India in* 
quiries at a later period Did he fuppofe that the whole 
body of the people of Scotland would be fatisfied, and that it 
was quite fafe for him to .treat them and their reprefentationa 
with contempt ; if he did, and if he thought himfelf poflefled 
of addrefs fuiScient to amufe them in that way, he feared th# 
right honourable gentleman a little deceived himfelf upon that 
fubjed* The claims of this great body of men mud be attend- 
ed to by the Houfe* What did the right honourable gentleman 
nmn to do With the pledge of that Houfe, when inftead of 
fi&mitting to inquiry, or dating by argument any principle of 
Juftkft on which the inquiry could be refufed, he iheltered him- 
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felf under flimfy cvafions, and petty cavils. The fa£l was, 
that he knew that inquiry would produce truth — truth would 
demand juftice — juftice would be fatal to the caufe of the right 
honourable gentleman. He was alhamed to have his caufe ex- 
pofed ; but let him remember he was vigilantly watched in 
England, and would be faithfully reported in Scotland, and 
that if he thought thefe petty Ihifts would pafs upon the people 
of North Britain, he was deceived in them, and did not know 
them lo well as he thought he did, nor would he be fure of the 
continuance of their favour. 

The other objeftion was a little curious, as it had been 
llarted on a former day . He meant that the other party called 
on him to fhew a fpeciSc remedy to the abufe he complained 
of, before the Houfe Ihoiilcf enter into this inquiry. This was 
recommended to the Chancellor of the Exchequer as an obfer-^ 
vation to be made ; and it was a little hard on that right ho- 
nourable gentleman, becaufc it was giving him a ridiculous 
charafter to fupport j for he faid on a former occadon to him, 
“ Do not call upon us for a remedy until you have (hewn us 
‘‘ your grievance.” Now that was the very thing ; !or before 
he alked for a remedy, he propofed, in a Committee of In- 
quiry, to prove his grievance, and if he failed, he would be 
content to abandon his application for the remedy. But it was 
too ridiculous to call upon him to (kew his grievance, if they 
refufed him the only means by which he cciild Ihew ii : and in 
rcfufing, pretend to fay that the refufal was becaufe he did not 
fpecify his remedy. But this was not all ; he had, in faft, 
produced the remedy ; it was fpecified in his bill, and the prin- 
ciple of it was admitted in the debate on the fecond reading, 
and the only reafon then given for not palling the bill was, 
that firft there fliould have been cftablilhed a proof of the griev- 
ance. He was willing to go farther, he wouJJ Hate what the 
objeft was of his bill now. It was to abolith the felf-elefting 
power of the Magiftrates in thefe Boroughs — without which 
nothing like juftice could be done to the body of people, who 
complained, for all attempts at palliations, however tried, would 
be found fruitlefs. 

He had heard it faid that there were fuch grievances in Eng- 
land as well as in Scotland. Was this any reafon for giving 
redrefs to nejther ; was juftice to be defeated by a community 
VoL. XXXII. R r 
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of oppreflion ? If he was to be aiked, whether there was any 
abufe in the Boroughs in England^ he faid, he was afliamed to 
confefs he had no doubt of it : but he muft follow up that con- 
felEon with anobfervation, that when any extraordinary waftc 
or mifapplication of the property of a borough took place in 
England, there was fomething like a mode of inquiry into it 
poflible ; but that was not the cafe in Scotland — there there 
was no Court of Judicature known, which could admit the 
inquiry. Suppofing, for a moment, that there was no Court 
in England competent to entertain inquiries into the abufes of 
officers in boroughs, and that great abufes were ftated to exift 
in three-fourths of the whole kingdom, what would be the fate 
of a motion in that Houfe for a Committee of Inquiry ? Would 
it n,ot be granted ? moft willingly and eagerly. Why fliould 
the cafe be different with regard to Scotland ? and why ftiould 
not every Member of that Houfe think himfelf bound to ex- 
amine into the abufes of both, or affent to a propofal for a 
Committee to inquire ? He did not think that the people of 
Scotland Ihould be treated in that way. The right honourable 
gentleman, particularly, fhould not treat them fo — he ought 
to know them better, than to think they would for ever bear 
fiich infults. Let but the truth appear, and he would pledge 
himfelf that it would appear, if tlte Committee was granted, 
that not one of the allegations in the petitions would turn out 
to be falfe, but that all the abufes of which they complained 
W'ould be made manifeft. 

It had been afferted by the right honourable gentleman, that 
there were in Scotland Courts competent to take cognizance of 
the grievances fpecified in the petitions. He did not w^ilh to 
give his opinion on the law of Scotland, without firft having 
confulted the opinion of others, who were much more compe- 
tent to decide that cafe than himfelf ; but he had confulied a 
gentleman of great legal knowledge on that fubjecl, and the 
refult of that confultation was, that there was not any Court of 
Judicature that could take cognizance of the grievances ftated 
in ihefe petitions. How was this point to be fettled ? If it 
Ihould afterwards be found, that there was any competent ju- 
rifdiflion for the hearing of thefe complaints, and, on proof, 
redreffing them, then the petitioners fliould be fent thither ; but 
k was ridiculous to xefufc to' hear, whether the cafe was fo or 
3 
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not, merdy on the aflertion of any individual, who wiflied to 
ftifle the inquiry. He Hated, that he wiflied for nothing to be 
granted in conftquence of this inquiry, even fuppofing him to 
prove the abufes Hated in the petitions, but what was granted 
in the diiFcrent charters, and which had been defeated by abufe 
having grown into ufage, and now in Scotland' iifage had be- 
come paramount to all law. It was not therefore favour that 
he was aiking, it was juHice — It was not to introduce any 
iic^ mode, but to amend an old one — It was to reform 
abufe. 

Of late it had become a fafliion to decry every thing in the 
nature of reform. It was carried fo far as to become a prin- 
ciple in fupport of general oppreflion ; this brought on a tem- 
per that would hardly hear of any thing like reform. Opinions 
were entertained that reform led to innovation — innovation to 
revolution — revolution to anarchy and diforder, and therefore 
that a door fliould not be opened to reform. No man who 
knew the fpirit of the conflitution of this country could fupport 
this fort of principle. It was the beH part of our conflitution, 
that it contained a principle of reform in its very na'ture, and 
we had at this day nothing in it that was beautiful, that had 
not been forced from tyrants, and taken from the ufurpations 
of defpotifm. But there was fomething, it was faid, in the 
prefent time, that fliould deter us from thinking of reform 
now, and that was, becaufe there had been a revolution in 
France ; there was a time when fome perfons thought that no- 
body fliould even allude to it — that it was unfafe and almoH in- 
decent to mention it. That time was pafled, and wc had now 
no choice upon that fubjeft. It was an event well known to 
all ranks and deferiptions of perfons. It made part of the con- 
templation of the fiudies — ^the converfation of the focial and 
communicative. It formed part of the tafle of our public en- 
tertainments, and mingled in our melody. It was no longer 
an obje<£l to be dreaded, and with the fober and the ferious, the 
only queHion was, What wifdom was to be gained by it 
For with regard to the event itfelf, and the peace of this coun- 
try in confcquence of it, there needed be but one feeling upon 
the fubjeft. Exultation and joy, at the downfal of the de- 
fpotifm of France, the greateft enemy England ever had. That 
defpotifai, whofe ambitious, turbulent, andrefllefs, fpirit ccH 
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England fo many thoufands of her fubjefts, and fo many mil- 
lions of her money — that defpotifm, that foe to the happinefs 
of the human race, was deftroycd. Soon fhould we — indeed 
we already had— felt the beneficial efFefts of the French revo- 
lution. The National AflTcmbly of France was the beft Com- 
mittee of Supply England ever had. The fafety of our poflef- 
fions in India was owing to the French revolution, and there- 
fore that event, in this point of view, was the greateft bleffing 
that could happen to this country. ByalTuring us tranquillity 
abroad, it afforded us leifiire to look into abufes at home, and 
neither to be intimidated into dangerous compliance with po- 
pular clamour on the one hand, nor too ready to liften to the 
fears of the moft timed, on the danger of innovation, on the 
other — filch was the feafon to correft abufes. But according 
to the opinions of fome of the moft moderate and well-informed 
men in this country, there were a number of principles main- 
tained by the National Affembly of France, which would mi- 
litate ultimately againft the true principle of well regulated li- 
berty. Upon this he could' only fay, that if all the eloquent 
oftavos, that were filled with the higheft praife of the French 
revolution, were changed into folios, all that could be faid in 
them would be at laft reducible to this ; that the deftruftion 
of a defpotic Government is an aft of the higheft wifdom in a 
people, and that, when this was accompliflied, the higher or- 
der, and the moft enlightened clafs, will feel, and really poffefs, 
all the natural advantages of their fair fuperiority ; while the 
lower orders of the people will fall into the rank of ufeful in- 
duftry, which was the nerve and finew of a well-regulated fo- 
cjcty. But this theory of France had been carried too far, and 
it had been brought into difeuflion in this country: that it had 
been brought into difeuflion, he admitted ; that the theory had 
been carried too far was matter of fpeculative opinion, that had 
nothing to do with the real intcreft of this country, and upon 
which he ftiould fay nothing \ but that if France under the reign 
of defpotifm had produced ftatcfmcn capable of regenerating a 
government all at once, or a people capable of inftantly per- 
forming the duties and obferving the fubordination ncccffary to 
i. free conftitution, he Ihould have thought the vices of her old 
government far lefs than he did at prefent. The thing for us 
to attend to was a rational and fober reformation of abulesi at 



DEBATES- 


A. 1792. 


309 


a time when there was nothing to interrupt us. This was the 
only way by which we Ihould be fure of avoiding the evil that 
might attend a reformation by violence ; for if to every requeft 
of the people, their reprefentatives refiifed to liften, under an 
idea that fome encroaciiments might be ma3e on the prerogative 
of the Crown, the effect in time would be, that the people 
would fufpedl Parliament of having too intimate an alliance 
with the power of the Crown, and by this popular diftruft, 
they would be at lalt, in their defence, driven to the Throne 
for fhelter againft popular refentment, and compelled to fortify 
the place in which they took refuge ; this was the moft fure 
way of making a real divifjon in the country. It was well 
known, that every body thought upon public fubjefts. There 
was a fpirit of inquiry excited^among all clalfes of men ; it in- 
creafed every day and every hour ; experience taught us it was 
impoffible to'check it ; wifdom ought to teach us to prevent it 
from becoming dangerous ; for fo it would become, if the peo- 
ple had any reafon to fufpefl that their grievances were treated 
with contempt. By firft refoiving only to procure redrefs for 
grievances they might fly to anarchy and confufion. If we 
fiifl'cred this, it would be too late to talk about the probable 
mifehief of reform. He muft then fay to the Houfe, that un- 
lefs they wiihed to encourage the idea, that the people will 
have no relief, how^ever preffing their neceilities, or however 
jufl their claims — unlefs they wiiTied'to tell the people they 
really had no friends in the Houfe of Commons, and that their 
rights were totally ncgle£led, they would yield redrefs with 
checrfulnefs when fairly claimed. This was the only way to 
keep the people of this country contented with their condition. 
One proof of a difpofitiori to attend to the wiflies of the people 
would have more effed in preferving their attachment to the 
Conftitution, than all the eloquent Ipeeches that had been made 
to praife it. Thefe were not fentiments peculiar to him. The 
propriety of them mull be felt by every man who heard him. 
He rejoiced that they were not merely felt, but adopted as a 
principle of aftion — that men, whofe chara£lers, lituations, 
and confequence, placed them above the fufpicion of finiftcr 
motives, had refolved to rear a ftandard, to which all who 
fought redrefs of grievance, or reform of abufe, by loyal and 
Cohilitutional means, might repair with confidence. This 
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was the true courfe to prevent the people from putting them- 
felves under leaders whofe objeft might be not fo much to re- 
form as to deftroy. Thofe who had undertaken it would, he 
Inifted, follow it up with the fame youthful ardour, but more 
fieady pcrfcverance,' than theright honourable gentleman oppo- 
fite (Mr. Pitt), that reform which had been the firft obje£i of 
his political life. Indeed it was but a bad compliment to the 
conftitution to fay it was a building which we could not touch 
without the danger of its overthrow. Such a building the peo- ' 
pie would be too ready to view as an old edifice, fo far decayed 
as to be incapable of fupport. He who now obftinately refufed 
to lirten to propofals for a temperate reform, muft be deftitutc 
of prudence and diferetion. He then moved. 

That the Houfe of Commons having received petitions 
from forty-fix of the Royal burghs of Scotland, complaining 
of various grievances in the Government of the faid burghs ; 
‘‘ and the Houfe, after taking the fame into confideration, 
having on the 17th of February, 1788, ordered, thatnoto- 
rial copies and fetts of the Royal burghs fhould be laid be- 
fore this Houfe — and then having made feveral other orders 
for accounts of the cefs, ftent or land tax, levied in the faid 
‘‘ burghs, and of the fums of money paid the Receiver Gene- 
ral on account of the fame — and for accounts of the reve- 
nues of the faid burghs — and for accounts of the lands of the 
“ faid burghs, alienated fince the Union — and then having on 
** the lothof June, 1790, renewed fuch orders, and in obe- 
dience to the faid orders, a great many accounts having been 
laid before this Houfe, it is incumbent on this Houfe to pro- 
ceed to the examination of the faid papers and accounts, in 
‘‘ fuch mode as lhall bed afeertain whether the grievances com- 
** plained of are true, and what remedy this Houfe ought to 
** apply to fuch grievances.” 

The LORD ADVOCATE OF SCOTLAND faid, he 
confidered it his duty to give fomc opinion upon the fubjedt 
now before the Houfe, in the manner which appeared to him 
the moft proper and beft adapted to the real interefts of Scot- 
land, and this be did without the lead regard to popularity, 
becaufe if he was confeious that he fpoke or acted from convic- 
tion and right motives, he held in thorough contempt any po- 
pularity that might be gained by fupporting the motion, or 
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any unpopularity that might attend oppofition to it. The ho- 
nourable gentleman had laid much ftrefs upon the contents of 
the petitions, and other papers on the table, by arguing that 
they exhibited grieYances and complaints that required an im- 
mediate inquTty, as tvell as redrefs. In his opinion, the com- 
plaints in thofe petitions might be divided into three branches; 
iirfl, that the inhabitants of burghs in Scotland were liable to 
the illegal exadion of taxes, for which there was no adequate 
remedy. Secondly, that there were inftances of grofs mifrule 
and mifeonduA by the Magiftrates of burghs, in the dilapidation 
of public property, and general difeharge of their duty ; and 
laftly, that there was no Court of Judicature in Scotland to 
which thofe Magiftrates were refponfible for what they did, or 
that had any control over their conduS, however improper it 
might be. The two firft, he contended, were pofitions en- 
tirely unfounded, and, as fuch, would always meet with oppo- 
fition from him when they were brought forward as grounds 
of complaint. The laft he would admit in part, as far as re- 
fpeded the produSion of accounts, and lamented that there 
was fuch a deficiency in the law of Scotland, as he muft ac- 
knowledge that to be ; and if a fpecific propofition was brought 
forward, either in the form of a bill, or any other way that 
could remedy this defeft, he would moil willingly join iffue 
with the honourable gentleman, and be happy to fupport it, 
provided the regulations were fuch as went merely to remedy 
an cxifting grievance, and did not at all interfere with the con- 
ftitutional fyftem of the Scotch burghs, as eltablifhed by ex- 
perience, and confirmed by the ufage and praftice of fo long a 
period. If, therefore, the honourable gentleman confined him- 
felf merely to this, he would find that he had no fuch fears 
about the word “ reform” as the honourable gentleman had 
ftated, and that, in faft, he was no cjiemy to reform, when 
it was evidently neceflary, though he never would agree to 
what feemed to be the principal objed and aim of the honour- 
able gentleman’s endeavours, a complete fubverfion of the pre- 
fent conftitution of the burghs of Scotland, in order to fublti- 
tute a new one, which, in his opinion, would in no degree 
tend to remedy any rgievance, but, on the contrary, be at beft 
a mere fpeculation, which he would not hefitate to fay was 
fraught with dangerous confequenccs. The honourable gen- 
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ticman had dated all thofe petitions and complaints as coming 
from the Royal burghs of Scotland, but this he begged leave to 
deny ; for the petitions, he contended, did not in general come 
from the Royal burghs. When he allowed that there ought 
to be fome remedy on the particular point of there being no 
Court in Scotland competent to take into their cognizance the 
accounts of Magiftrates, and wifhed to fee a proper remedy 
applied, he thought doing fo could not be called an half mea- 
fure, or palliative, as the honourable gentleman had dated 
every thing to be that came fhort of that total fubverfion of the 
prefent conditution of the Royal burghs, which the honourable 
gentleman wanted ; while this was contended for, and that 
the power of felf-eleftion, as it was called, in thofe burghs, 
ought to be taken away, he, for one, (hould always oppofe 
every attempt which favoured fuch a meafure. With regard to 
what had been laid about illegal exaftion of money from the 
inhabitants of the Scotch burghs, and that there was no re- 
medy, he declared that datement to be completely wrong ; and 
he would add, that he had never even heard of any complaint 
of that nature having been made. He recurred to the period 
of the revolution, and the fubfequent treaty of union, when it 
was the objeft of both countries to participate in every advan- 
tage that could be*fuggeded for their mutual intereds. At this 
time it did not appear that thofe heavy grievances, now fomuch 
felt, had exided ; nor was there then, or till lately, any com- 
plaint againd them. He had been bred, he might fay from 
his infancy, to the Scotch bar, and had not yet been in any of 
th<jre iituations which the honourable gentleman alluded to, and 
which might have jodled the law of Scotland out of tiis head ; 
and ij certainly mud be much jodled in any man’s head, who 
allcrted, that there was no Court of Judicature in Scotland, 
competent to take cognizance of illegal exaftions of money by 
Magidrates from the inhabitants, upon whatever pretence it 
might be levied. He remembered two cafes, one from Aber- 
deen and another from Glafgow, on which he, as an advocate, 
hady entered with great warmth of declamation, where the 
Court of Seflion fo far received and entertained the complaint 
of the Burgeffes againd the Magidrates, that they entered into 
the merits of the cafe ; and having thoroughly examined it, 
faw that the complaint was frivolous and groundlefs, and dc- 
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creed accordingly. He would infift, in the face of the honour- 
able gentleman, and of any lawyer in Scotland, that if any 
Magiftrate exafted taxes from, or dilapidated the property of, 
the Burgefles, he was amenable to the laws of his country, be- 
caufe there was a power in the Court of Seffion to inquire into, 
and grant redrefs in all fuch cafes. In his official fituation, he 
would lend his name to fuch informations. This he gave as 
his opinion, and concluded by dating his oppofition to going 
into any Committee of Inquiry, becaufc that might give the 
country reafon to think that the grievances really cxided, 
whereas he believed they did not. 

Mr. FOX faid, that before he faid a word on the prefent 
motion precifely, he wifhed to make a few obfervations on the 
datements of the noble and learned Lord who fpoke lad, for 
they appeared to him to be totally unparliamentary. He meant 
that when the quedion was, Inquiry, or no Inquiry, that it 
was not right to fet alfertion againd affertion. He conceived, 
that when any Member of that Houfe faid, I have a faft 

which appears to me to be true,** the only way to difpofe of 
that was either to give the inquiry, that the faft might be af- 
certained, or to fay we admit the faft to be true, but we are of 
opinion no inquiry ought to be granted, becaufe it is not of fuf- 
ficient importance for us to wade our time upon its invediga- 
tion. But when a faft was dated by one honourable Member 
of that Houfe, and the polfibility of it denied by anothft, on 
account of its atrocioufnefs, then lead of all Ihould an inquiry 
be refufed, becaufe then it ceafed to be intereding to one fide 
only, it became intereding to both ; it became as much the 
duty of the Houfe to be tender to a party falfely accufed, as at- 
tentive to the accufer ; and how could the falfity of the accu- 
fation be made manifed, and innocence clearly fet free from 
fufpicion, but by inquiry ? Therefore the learned Lord was 
unparliamentary, when he maintained the impropriety of in- 
quiring into a faft, becaufe its atrocioufnefs was evidence that 
it could not be true, and that therefore inquiry would be 
fjl^ile. 

Another argument of the learned gentleman was not more 
happy. He faid there were three objefts of complaint, or 
there were t hree grounds dated of grievance, of which one only 
exided. What then— You mud date your remedy to them 
VoL. XXXII. Ss 
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all, or you fhall not have this inquiry.*' How was this— 
was it the cafe at any time in the praftice of Parliament ? Was 
it the cafe iri the flave trade, that had been fo vehemently op- 
pofed whenever any part of a reform was fought ? Moft indu* 
bitably it was not. An honourable gentleman, to whom the 
Public was fo much indebted for his honourable and anxious 
exertions for the abolition of that traffic, and for his perfeve- 
rance, had thought that the flave trjide ought immediately and 
totally to be aboliflied — fo did he ; but another opinion was 
dated, and a gradual abolition was propofed, to which the 
Houfc, in his opinion, very imprudently agreed, becaufe he 
thought the immediate abolition better. What then ; did the 
Houfe refufe ^rther inquiry, becaufe they did not agree in the 
remedy propofed ? Not fo, for they had agreed to enter into a 
farther. This obfervation of the learned Lord was no better 
than the former. But fuppofing the reafoning to be as parlia- 
mentary as he thought it ridiculous, what were we to think of 
the probability of the truth of the cafe, as dated by the learned 
Lord f He had faid, that in all the Royal burghs there were 
none of the abufes complained of. He co! Jelled he had a high 
refpeS for the inhabitants of North Hritain, on account of their 
integrity and abilities, but he would not pay them fuch a com- 
pliment as to fuppofe ihat there were no abufes in any of their 
burghs, v/hilc he knew there were fo many of liVm in Eng- 
land — that a place where he was told there exifted no check, 
was better conduced than that where there were many. In 
fadl, he faw by the;V petitions, that a numerous body of per- 
fons were complaiiiing that there was money taken out of their 
pockets whicii ought not to be taken, and to which they did 
hot alfent, and that this money was liot applied to the purpofes 
for which it was pre' ended to be raifed, nor applied for their 
pfe in any way whatever, what ftiould he fay ? Moft decidedly 
that there was ground for inquiry. 

As to the general obfervations that were made upon reform, 
were eafily anfwered. He knew very well that every re- 
form was, by its enemies, called a fubverfion ; but that ought 
never to deter others from entering into inquiry ; if it were to 
have that effedt, no evils would be prevented, nor any grievance 
redrefled. The complaint here was from the Royal boroughs ; 
Aat their officers had mifmanaged the affairs entrufted to theic 
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care ; that by their mode af eledion perfons were to dilpofe of 
the property of thofe who had not the'fliadow of a choice at 
the eleftion, and that the proceedings of thofe felf-elefted per- 
fons were afterwards carried on in a way that precluded the 
pollibility of any examination into their contlud. Now, if 
there was to be no inquiry into this, he wifhed to know what 
charader for freedom the inhabitants of North Britain mull 
have. This was a Crown grievance, and on that account 
the* Houfe ought to be the more ready to enter into an exami- 
nation of it, and to declare by the Parliament of England, that 
no fuch abufes lhall be fuffered to continue. Let the Houfe 
perufe the papers, which fo much pains had been taken to col- 
led, and let them afterwards declare and proclaim the enor- 
mous falfehoods they contained, if that fhould be the efFed of 
the inquiry. 

If the Houfe did not go into this inquiry, they would break 
their promife with the Public, for they flood pledged by a rc- 
folution of laft year to enter upon this fubjed. Let the Houle 
publifh a refolution, that thefe grievances do not exill, and that 
if they did, there are Courts of Law in North Britain to take 
cognizance of them. He would fay that the petitioners hade 
right to take upon themfelves to call on the Houfe of Com- 
mons to declare their opinion, whether thefe grievances do ex- 
id or not, and if they do, to call on them to devife means for 
the redrefs of them. They had a right to fay to the Houfe, 
for it was true, ** You declared, laft year, that you would in- 
quire, and yet this year you infult us, by telling us you will 
not inquire at all.” He faid they had a right to apply to 
that Houfe as often as they thought fit, and that, in his opi- 
nion, they would do well to repeat their application until they 
gained their point* They were entitled to the protedion of 
th% Government of this nation, for it derived the benefit of 
their allegiance. The Houfe had pledged iifelf to give an opi- 
nion^pon the fubjed of thefe alledged grievances, and if it 
withhld that opinion, it would, in his mind, difgrace itfelf. 
As to Ve peace of Scotland, he confefied it appeared to him, 
that fo would that be from being in danger from granting 
this inquy^ that it was the only way effedually to preferve 
it ; the indeed, might be dangerous, and be the means 
of creadng<^me confufion, for men would naturally be led to 
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excefles after they had repeatedly been refufed redrefs of griev- 
ances which they feverely felt. 

He did not pretend to be equal to a difpute with any Mem* 
ber of that Houfci much lefs was he equal to the learned Lord 
upon the law of Scotland ; but by the do6trine maintained by 
that learned Lord, it feemed to him, as if the inhabitants of 
N^rth Britain were to be confidered as having remedies to 
grievances, only de jure^ but which were to be %]^ied de faSio. 
But if a Member of the Britifh Parliament was bound to liften 
to the petitions of any of the people of England, fo he was to 
thofc of fcotland ; and if there was any difference in the degree 
of zeal with which he was to perform his duty, it was in the 
cafe now before the Houfe, where the complaint was, that the 
people were irregularly taxed ; and he confelTed freely, he 
ihould in his opinion betray his conftitutents, if he did not 
give his voice for Ithis inquiry. As to the effeft of the inquiry 
he fhould not conceal his fentiments, he fufpetEled that there 
could be no remedy but by altering the mode of eledion of this 
felf-elefted Council. He ftiould be ready to retraft that opi- 
nion, if he/aw good reafon for it; but he could not help fuf- 
pefling that he (hould remain of the fame opinion, becaufe he 
thought that none (hould cleft others .to offices that have the 
difpofal of property, but thofe who arc to pay the taxes. He 
knew nothing of the charafter and difpofition of the people of 
North Briton from any other means than from the many excel- 
lent charafters which he had met with in this country, but he 
hoped they loved the fubftance of liberty too well to permit the 
abufes that had been dated to continue for any confiderable 
length of time. If it were true that their Magiftrates impofed 
upon them in the manner dated, the people mud be fallen much 
below the level of what he thought them, and that 'they mud 
have feelings of liberty very different from Englifhmen \ ari 
until he became perfuaded that they were fo, he ihould v^l- 
lingly lend every affidance in his power to obtain their juft 
rights, becaufe he knew it to be his duty. He lamented, ^ow- 
ever, that fomc gentlemen who were Members of that^'Ioufe 
were rather indifferent upon the fubjeft, for he believed^ thefe 
petitions came from other parts of the ifland, more^^^^ution 
would have been paid. This, however, (hould A ftacken 
the efforts of thefe petitioners, but (hould ftimul^ to 
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perfift ; for if they did, the time would come when the Houfe 
of Commons would be obliged, he did not mean improperly 
obliged, but obliged by reafon, to comply with their requeft.— 
When it was faid, that there was no peculiar hardfliip ever felt 
by the people of North Britain in regard trf the management of 
their burghs, for that many boroughs in England were in the 
raine condition-^it called to his mind the pleafing recoiledion 
of what was faid by a friend of his (Mr. Burke), a p&foa 
whom he had once the pleafure of calling his friend, who of 
late had abfented hlmfelf much from that Houfe, but who had 
often adorned it with his eloquence, and informed it by his 
wifdom, although he now was plcafed to retire from its de- 
bates. His honourable friend, (perfonally he fliould ftill call 
him' fol had made a mod excellent obfervation on a point fimi- 
lar to this, during the debates upon the American taxatibn : 
when fome had maintained there was no peculiar hardfhip on 
the Americans, that the Englifli Houfe of Commons fliould 
vote taxes upon them without allowing them the right of re- 
prefentation in Parliament, for that it was the cafe with Bir- 
mingham and Mancheder, His honourable fniend had faid. 

Why do you deal witK thefe people thus ? Why do you deal 

out your own defeft for their imitation?*' To conclude, 
he was clearly convinced that the Houfe ought, upon all the 
arguments they had heard, vote this inquiry into their dated 
grievances, which, if true, no naan on earth could judify* 

‘ The LORD ADVOCATE explained, and dated, that in 
the cafe from Aberdeen, to which he had alluded, the Court of 
Bedion had examined into it, and finding the complaint to be 
ill-founded and unjgd, difeharged it, which certainly (hewed 
that they thought themfelves competent to determine upon fuch 
cafes^ 

Mr. ANSTRUTHER faid, he confidered the fubjeft as 
having nothing to do with popularity, or unpopularity, and 
was furprifed that popularity had been at all introduced into 
^ debate. He would be content to argue the queftion upon 
f^s, and to oppofe going into any Committee of Inquiry, 
the honourable gentleman had produced fomc fa&s as 
^Snees, which demanded the inquiry he aiked for, and 
whic^e infifted his honojurahle friend had neyeryet been able 
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to d(K About thrte years ago his honourable friend had brought 
in a billy, but as the Houfe knew of no grievances that exifted, 
it was very properly faid, produce fome fa£ts to fubftantiate 
your complaintSy and having laid thofe before usy we (hall be 
able to judge what they amount to, and what remedy, if any 
is neceflary, ought to be applied. Upon this fuggeftion the 
bill was then given up, and (ince that time, a prodigious num- 
ber of papers had been obtained and laid upon the table ; yet 
after all, they did not contain any one article or inftance of 
grievance, for which redrefs had been afleed and refufed ; and 
certainly the Houfe was not bound to go into a Committee of 
Inquiry upon a mere aflertion of grievances, without producing 
one faft to fubftantiate the exiftence of any grievance. If tliey ' 
were, the budnefs of that Houfe would be troublefome indeed. 
When a complaint was made, and redrefs really wifhed for 
from that Houfe, certainly the perfon who made the complaint 
would think it neceflary to reft his hopes upon fomething 
ftronger than general aflertion, which in this cafe was not done ; 
for his honourable friend called for inquiry and remedy, with- 
out (hewing any one inftance of an exifting grievance. He 
infifted that there appeared in the papers on the table no illegal 
exaSions, nor any condudl on the part of Magiftracy that re- 
quired redrefs. He likewife agreed with the learned Lord, 
that the Courts in Scotland were competent to inquire into, 
and adequate to give redrefs in all cafes of illegal abufe. He 
then noticed the arguments ofjiis right honourable frijend, who 
had faid that when one honourable Member infifted that a 
grievance did exift, and another denied that it did, aflertion be- 
ing anfwered by aflertion, then came the time for inquiry. To 
ftits mode of arguing there could be no end, in his opinion ; 
and then, faid his right honourable friend, the grievances 
complained of being fo atrocious in their nature, and fo incre- 
dible, there is (till the greater neceflity to inquire whether they 
cxift or no— if they do, to apply the proper remedy— and if not, 
to declare! that they are falle and unfounded. Now he nevr 
could think that the incredibility of any aflertion was a ftreS 
reafon why he ought to believe it. In the fame way he m>^^ 
anfwer what had been faid about illegal exadrions, for if 
were laws againft thofe abufes, there certainly was a 
% them when committed. He contended, that the 
4 
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fpedling the internal government in burghs were pretty fimilar 
in England and Scotland ; and that they equally received re* 
drefs when abufes were committed. He referred to the cafes 
of Aberdeen and Glafgow, and faid» that the Courts of Sef- 
fion having entertained thofe fuits, fuffickntly evinced their 
power of taking fuch complaints under their cognizance. 
right honourable friend had whifpered to him that the Scotch 
Court never throw out any a6lion upon their incompetency to 
.judge of it i but he mufl fayi his right honourable friend had 
here fadly jodled what Scotch law might be in his head ; for 
any man who had been in the Court of Seffion, muft knowy 
that aftions were thrown out for that very reafon. He faid, 
that if in the cafe alluded to, the Court of Sef&on had impro* 
perly decided the complaint to be grOundlefs, the blame lay 
with the Court and not with the law — whether they had been 
right or WTong, was not for him to fay; but if they. were 
wrong, the intended bill of his honourable friend could be no 
remedy againft that. As to the grievance of there being no- 
Court to control the management of Magillratc^ when in of- 
fice, he admitted it as much as the learned Lord ; and inflead 
of objcdling to its being remedied, whenever the honourable 
gentleman could propofe a fuitablc remedy, he might depend 
on his fupport. With regard to there never having been any 
action for delinquency in Magiftrates in Scotland, as ftated by 
the learned Lord, he believed he might add, that the fame was 
the cafe in England. He then entered into the different ways 
in which charters vyerc worded, and the oppofition that fre- 
quently appeared between the words of an original charter and 
the meaning affixed to it, by the cuftom or ufuage of the 
burgh ; when the words became ambiguous, recourfe was had 
to ufage, both in England and Scotland, and that certainly 
regulated all determinations refpefting the Government of 
** thofe burghs.” His right honourable friend had faid, that 
there was nothing of the charafters of freemen left to the inha- 
bitants of Scotch burghs, but he on the other hand contended, 
that they enjoyed as much as Engliih Burgeffes every thing oon- 
nefted with freedom, and that their civil rights were in no 
ways aifeded by the prefent conftitution of the burghs. That 
no Magiftrate could levy money from them, or tax them ille- 
^lly ; and that the laws a&ided them addrefs for every poffible 
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aAnife iti Scotland, as well as in England. His honourable 
friend had faid, he only meant an alteration of the prefent fyf- 
tein by way of improving it ; but what did this amount to ; 
why the very firft cnafilng claufe of his bill vrent to a total rc- 
fezl of all the char^iers, fetts, and inftruments of every kind, 
which regulated the prefent conftitution of the burghs. He 
laid, that if he had agreed with his honourable friend' in other 
jefpeSs, he never would agree to abotifli one fyftem of corpo- 
rate rights to eftablifh another ; becaufe he believed corpora- 
tions would be equally creatures of the Crown in whatever 
fbape they appeared. He concluded by noticing that it had 
been urged, that this was the proper time for calm and tem- 
perate reform. He made the higheft encomium on the Britifh 
conftitution as it ftood ; and faid^ that though he never would 
oppofe neceflary reforms, the more he obferved what pafled 
out of doors, both at home and abroad, the more he was in^ 
clined to prudence and caution in advifing alterations in eftab* 
liflied governments, or calling for reformation on fpeculativc 
principles. 

Mr. MARTIN faid, he was happy that he had heard the 
debate of this night, which he confidered of much importance. 
•He was perfedly convinced, ♦by the arguments that had been 
ufed, that there was a neceflity for inquiry, and would chear- 
fully givq his vote for the honourable gentleman’s motion, or 
any other that could be the objeft of it. 

Sir JAMES JOHNSTONE faid, that he formerly men- 
tioned his readinefs to go into an inquiry, if any abufes or 
grievances could be proved. Now as one material grievance 
bad been admitted on all fides, viz. that Magiftrates could not 
be called to account for their management, he certainly would 
vote for the motion. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, he could not allow the mo- 
tion to be put without faying a few words, efpecially as the 
honourable gentleman leemed to point his attacks particularly 
at him. Now he would fay, that thofe attacks, and often 
fiaoft fevere ones, he bad long been accuftomed to, but he 
could aflure the honourable gentleman, fo little did he regard 
them, that they never ruffled his .temper in the leaft. He ne- 
ver loft a minute’s repofe in confequenoe of them, nor could 
they difturb him in any vizj whatever, He mull, howeveri 
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obferve to the Houfe, .that the honourable gentleman had to» 
tally and completely mifreprefented and perverted every thing 
that he had faid before on this queftion. When the honour-^ 
able gentleman brought ih his bill, he certainly oppofcd it, as 
&;i irregular way of obtaining its pretended object, and he ccr» 
tainly had fuggefted that it would be proper to put the Houfe 
in poflelfion of fomc fafts relative to the grievances complained 
of, before he called upon them to go into an inquiry relpeding 
abufes of which they were entirely ignorant. He was ftill of 
the fame opinion, and he infilled that his only objeft, from the 
moment this fubjed was introduced into the Houfe till the pre- 
fent, was to have a full and fair difcuifion, which he had aU 
ways been, and was at this moment, ready to go into, provided 
the honourable gentleman would bring forward fome fpecific 
propofition as a remedy for the abufes Hated ; and if he did 
this, he would find him willing to debate the matter with him 
in any manner he pleafed ; and he believed he would be able 
to ftate the whole of the matter to the fatisfaftion of the 


Houfe. A great many papers had certainly beei> produced, and 
he fuppofed they contained all the fads which the honourable 
gentleman wilhed to bring forward, and certainly they were 
fufEcient in number, if otherwife well grounded : why, in- 
llead of all the delays that had occurred, did not the honourable 
'gentleman come forward at once with his propofition, that, 
from the fads before them, and the propofed remedy, they 
might judge whether the firft were well founded, or if they 
were, whether the other was the beft remedy to be applied.—-' 
But what was there in the honourable gentleman’s condud that 
looked like finccrity or ferioufnefs in this bufinefs } He, laft 
feffion, brought it forward the very day before Barliament rofe, 
and the Houfo thjen came to a refolution to take the matter into 
confideration early in the next fefTion : and how had this been 
done ? The honourable gentleman had heard a rumour that 
Parliament would rife about the Eaftcr holidays ; and after be-^ 
ing filent on the fubjed all the former part of the feffion, he 
Harts it again on the day immediately before the Eafier recefs^ 
What he regretted moft was, the delufion with which the ho- 
nourable gentleman had deceived his clients, the Scotch re- 
formers, for feyeral years ; and the hopes, equally fanguinp 
§nd imprOTer, which be had held out to them of ^ccomplifli^ 
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ing redrefs, for fuppofed and uhfubftantiated grievances ; and 
he would maintaini that granting to them what the honourable 
gentleman fo much called for, a fubverfion of the prcfent con- 
ftitutional fyftem of internal government in thofe burghs, would 
be the greateft curfe that could befall them He wi(hed, there*, 
fore, as foon as poiTible, to have the matter fairly difcufled and 
fettled ; and whenever the honourable gentleman fixed a day 
for the difcuflion of the old and confiitutional fyftem, in order 
to introduce a new, fpeculative, and experimental one, that 
queftion would, he trufted, be fo argued, as to prevent any 
farther propofitions, or attempts of a fimilar nature. With 
regard to his popularity in Scotland, which the honourable gen- 
tleman had touched upon, he really did not know well how to 
anfwer him on that point, nor did he know or care what effed 
his opinions on the prefent queftion might produce in that way, 
becaufe he knew he was fupporting the true interefts of that 
country, by the line of conduft he had followed. The only 
time that he had ever had an opportunity of trying his popula- 
rity in that country, was when he firft became a candidate for 
a feat in that Houfe ; he then certainly had nothing elfe to 
recommend him to a great and refpcftable county, who elefled 
and returned him to Parliament by a majority of three to one ; 
and that when his popularity alone was oppofed by all the 
weight and influence of Government ; ever fince that j)eriod, 
he had been returned unanimouily ; and therefore, notwith- 
ftanding the efforts of the honourable gentleman, and his whole 
band of watchmen, who were attentive to all his motions, he 
certainly would oppofe in the moft ftrenuous manner, an abo- . 
lition of the oldandeftabliflied conftitutional fyftem ;;^andwhen 
contrafting the charters with the ufage, he would venture to 
tell the honourable gentleman that he would acquire to himfelf 
no great degree of popularity by fetting afide the ufage of forty 
years, which had generally been reckoned the beft and fafeft 
criterion for determining all queftions relative to the charters 
and fets of the Scotch Burghs. In fliort, his only anxiety was 
to have the bufinefs fettled one way or other, either in the 
Houfe or in a Committee, and not to let it lay over longer, 
being convinced as he was, that it had in its progrefs already oc-r 
cafioned much mifehief in Scotland ; and that it could not in 
the end produce any one pofiible advantage. 
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Mr. ROLLE fsiid, that his regard for the conllitution led 
him to oppofe every motion for reform that had been or could 
be brought forward $ and as to what the honourable gentle^ 
man had concluded his fpeech with, that this was the proper 
time for reform and innovation, he miift declare that the ho* 
tiourable gentleman had delivered one of the mod inflamma* 
lory, wicked, and dangerous fpeeches he had ever heard ; and 
as long as he had a feat in Parliament, he was determined ne- 
ver to countenance any fpecies of reform whatever, becaufe he 
knew the conflitution of this country was the bed and mod ad- 
mirable in the world. With regard to what had been faid 
about the gradual abolition of the flave trade, he had voted 
for that, and he was happy to think that many petitioners for 
the total abolition were well fatisHed with the dep that was 
taken. 

Mr. FOX faid, he rofe to put the honourable gentleman 
right in what hehadjud dated, concerning the flave trade. He 
had correfponded a good deal on the fubjeA, and would be 
bold to fay, that not one of the petitioners for the immediate 
abolition of the flave trade, were at all fatisfled with the idea of a 
gradual abolition. 

Mr. ROLLE explained, and faid that feveral of his condi- 
tuents who petitioned for the immediate, now approved of the 
gradual, abolition. 

Mr. SHERIDAN hoped the Houfc would grant him the 
indulgence ufually granted to the mover of a quedion — that of 
making a fliort reply to the feveral arguments urged againd it. 
To the honourable gentleman who with fo much knowledge of 
the rules and language of debate, had declared his former fpeech 
to be inflammatory and wicked, he begged leave to make ufe 
of a right honourable gentleman’s words as addreifed to him- 
felf, and to aflure the honourable gentleman^ that nothing he 
could fay Ihould either ruffle his temper, or didurb his tran- 
quillity of mind« The honourable gentleman who was fo zea- 
lous an admirer of the conditution, was content to admire it 
upon trud, without examining its principles, or comparing its 
excellencies with its defedls — ^and in this he a£Ied wifely, for 
to do the one required only confidence in the commendations 
bedowed by others ; but to do the other required knowledge 

and underdanding. If the honourable gentlenuuv bsd obfcrvect 
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the fame dlfcretion 'with refpcd; to l^is fpeech^ he would have 
laved himfelf the trouble of applying terms to it which it did 
not deferve. Had he waited to form an opinion on truil from 
the opinion^ of Others* he would have thought it neither in- 
flammatory nor wickedi for he would venture to aifert, that 
thete was not another gentleman in the Houfe who had formed 
fueh an opinion^ He had no wifli to break the reft of the 
tight honourable gentleman, or to make his rheals uncomfort^ 
able ; for of all the Members of Adminiftration, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, by his open and manly way of doing 
things* whether right or wrong, had conciliated his good opi- 
hiOn the moft. He could therefore have no intention of mak- 
ing him uneafy, and rejoiced to have the right honourable gen- 
tleman’s own word for it that he had not. Notwithftanding 
the compofurc with w'hich the right honourable gentleman be*- 
gan, he had foon forgotten that he was not to be angry, and cx- 
preffed himfelf in tones that did not indicate quite fo muchcalm- 
nefs as he proftffcd. If that was the confequence of any thing 
he had faid, it was not the object. The objeft was to prevail 
on the right honourable gentleman to agree to go into the Com- 
mittee for w hich he hdd moved, and in that he had fucceeded ; 
fot he now underftood that the right honourable gentleman did 
agree*— [Mr* Dundas faid acrofs the table, No! No!] — To 
what, then, faid Mr. Sheridan, did the right honourable geiir 
tleman agree ? for I appeal to the recolle£lion of the Houfe, 
whether his words did not clearly imply his aflent to a Com^- 
mittee. — [Mr, Pitt whifpered Mr. Dundas.] — I wi(h, faid 
Mr. Sheridan, the right honourable gentleman may not be 
prompted. I Ihould be glad that he had no watchmen fet over 
him on this occafion but mine.-^ — ~[Mr. Dundas faid* he had 

not confented to a Committee of Inquiry.] Mr. Sheridan 

proceeded. He was at a lofs where to find the right honour^ 
able gentleman’s meaning. He had formerly brought in a bill* 
on the prefuinption that the abufes it meant to remedy did exift, 
with a view that thofe who thought they did not, might have 
an opportunity of proving in the Committee on the bill that it 
was unneeeflary* if they had the means of doing fo. He was 
then told by the right honourable gentleman, that his mode of 
proceeding was irregular ; that he began where he ought ttii 
end i and that the proper courfe would he* firft to call for avia 



D£S At ES. 


A. 1792^ 


iH 


dence to prove the exiftence of the grievance, and then propoPd 
his remedy. He had adopted the fuggeftion, ahd novr that the 
evidence was on the table, and he was ready to prove that the 
grievances did exift, he was denied the proper parliamentaiy 
means, and called upon to bring forward the remedy he pitv^ 
pofed. He was not unprepared Upon that fubjet^ ; but as he 
knew that few gentlemen, perhaps not the right honourable 
gentleman himfelf, had examined, or even perufed the evidence 
on the table, he felt the difficulty of calling upon them to vote 
refohitions on documents which they had not read. If gentle- 
men compelled him to proceed in this mahner, it Was impof- 
fible to believe they were fcrious, or that they d d not wiih to 
get rid of an inveftigation which they were afraid to meet. — 
The right honourable gentleman had ahefted to fay, that he 
was not fmcere in his profecution of this bullnefs. The right 
honourable gentleman had, doubtlefs, been too attentive to the 
confiftency of his own political conduftj to attend much to 
that of fo humble an individual as himfelf, and this mult be 
his cxcufe for an aifertion which he could not fupport by h 
fingle fad. He called upon the right honourable gentleman 
to mention a time in which he' had not been as zealous an ad^ 
vocate for the rights of the people as he profeifed to be at pre«- 
fent. That thofe rights were facred, and that reform was nc*- 
ceflary wherever they were violated, were the firlt political 
principles he had adopted. With thofe principles he had come 
into Parliament, with thofe principles he had conneded hira- 
felf with men who merited his conridence and the coniidence 
of their country. If the right honourable gentleman fuppofed 
that he had abandoned thofe principles, that he was under any 
party influence or private obligation, that withheld him from 
ading upon them, he defired once for all to tell him, that he 
was grofsly mifinformcd. The right honourable gentleman 
talked of his own popularity in Scotland ; that he had flood 
candidate for a county, and carried his eledion againfl all the 
influence of Government by more than three to one ; with much 
more implied by his manner, which his natural modefly would 
not allow him to exprefs by words. But then came the con- 
clufion^all this was before he was tried as a political man ; 
Md from that time to the prefent he had taken care to have the 
^uence of Government in his favoiir* To this popularity be 
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woiild advife Kim not to truft with too much confidence, any 
more than to the boaded apathy of his temper. He admitted 
that the right honourable gentleman would not wince for triflea 
— as Montefquieu faid, you mud fiay a Mufeovite to, make h^m 
feel — and the right honourable gentleman bad fometimes (hewn 
that even his infenfibility was not impregnable. It was im- 
poffible to proceed with any degree of regularity or efFtd, but 
in a Committee. As foon as that was granted, he would move 
certain propofitions arifing out of the evidence, the particular 
points of which he ftioiild felcft, and every Member would 
have an opportunity of examining and controverting them, 
which could not be done fo fully in any other mode. To this 
it was objefted, that admitting the abufes, the remedy which 
he propofed, inftead of being a benefit, inftcad of encouraging 
a liberal fpirit of induftry, and promoting the profperity of the 
burghs, would introduce mifery and confufion \ and in fupport 
of this argument, they who adduced it (tumbled on Paifley, as 
an inftance of increafing wealth luider the old fyllem. Now, 
it fo happened, that Paifley was not under that fyftem, nor 
had any fuch grievances to check its induftry as thofc complain- 
ed of by the petitioners. It was, therefore, an inftance to his 
piirpofc, not to theirs, and gave reafon to prefume, that the 
decay and poverty of various other places, were owing to the 
abufes of their internal government. Neither was his wifli to 
alter the mode of electing the Councils, which to him feemed 
the only effedual remedy, a well-founded obje^ion. When 
the Houfe was fatisfied that there were abufes to correft, it 
would then be as open to them to adopt that remedy which to 
their wifdom fliould feem the beft, as if he had never propofed 
any remedy at all. It was now admitted, that the burghers at 
large had no means of control over the expenditure of their 
money ; that they had not even accefs to the accounts kept by 
the Council, and could not apply to any tribunal tocompelthe 
produdion of them. Was not this a flagrant and fcandalous 
grievance ? Was it not as incredible as any he had ftated?— 
And yet for this no remedy had ever been propofed. He (hould 
prove alfo, if allowed the means, that more was raifed under 
the head of Cefs than was paid to Government. Some of the 
accounts on the table (hewed a confiderable diiFerence between 
the afleflments and the payments j and although the balance 
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might have been honeftly difpofed, the circumflance was a pre- 
fumption of malverfation, and a fuflRcient ground for inquiry. 
When the learned Lord mentioned the cafes in which he hud 
been employed as an advocate, he believSd he had forgottcii 
that one of them was a cafe of dues of another kind. His de- 
vclaration on thefe occafions was, doubtlefsj worthy of higher 
praife than it would have been becoming for the learned Lord 
' to bellow ; but he feared it might have been the occufion of the 
caufe’s being loft ; and had he been the client, he flioiild have 
begged the learned Lord to fpare his declamation, and Hick as 
clofely as poflible to the fafls and law. But what was the na- 
ture of this remedy, admitting it to exift r Every poor man^ 
every induftrious manufaflurer, whofe daily labour was barely 
fufficient to maintain his wife and family, was to proceed by a 
feparate aftion. If he conceived that he was overcharged, he 
mull pay his money in the firft inftance, and then leave his 
home to apply to fome tribunal, or pay for the declamation of 
an Advocate to get it back. In this purfuit he would have the 
fatisfatlion of knowing that he mull pay all his own expences, 
and contribute his (hare to the cxpcnce of the defence ; for it 
W'as the invariable rule, that the Magillrates defended all fuits 
againft them out of the public purfe, and levied money accord- 
ingly. This was the miferable remedy held out to the poor and 
induftrious, on whom fuch overcharges were likely to fall the 
heaviell, even by thole who affirmed that a remedy did exift. 
Could any man imagine that it ever was cffedlual ? Yet even 
this remedy they had not in fact ; for as they had not accefs to 
the accounts, fuppofed to be kept by the Magifiiates, and as 
the cefs was blended with other dues, they had no means of 
difeovering, much lefs of proving, that overcharges were made. 
There was proof alfo of abufe in the alrenatioii of property. — 
They who denied this, admitted that they knew of no cafe in 
which redrefs had been obtained, although they faid there was 
a remedy ; and the reafon was the fame as in tlie other abufes— 
there was no means of coming at the accounts. It was only 
fince the papers had been called for by the Houfe that the pri- 
vate depofits of the Councils had been unlocked, and fomc of 
the abufes, of which they contained the proofs, brought to 
light. His honourable friend (Mr. Anftruthcr) had faid, that 
the charters were worded in terms vviiich time had rendered 
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obfcTirc, and that ufage, in all cafes, was held to be the beft 
explanation. He affirmed, that all the charters on the tabic, 
without exception, gave, in clear and exprefs terms, the rights 
of tlecling the Mag.’ftrates to the Biirgeflcs, and not to the 
Magiilratcs to elc6l their fiicccflbrs. The aft of 1649, which 
ipade fets of the burghs what they now were, cxprefsly ad^ 
mitted the dear interpretation of the charters, and like all afts 
for depriving men of tlieir right of franchife, afligned rcafons 
for doing fo ; and among others, recited the abiifcs and incon^ 
vcniencies of popular elcftions; as thofc w ho difliked that 
mode did now. If the Hpufe of Commons, wdien they pafTed 
the feptennial bill, which they had as much right to do, as to 
pafs nn aft creating them all Dukes, Marquiffes, and Earls, 
had pa ! Fed a bill reciting all the real and fuppofed abufes of po- 
pular election, that therefore it was fit to put an end to fuch 
cleftions, and enafting that the Members of tliat and each 
fucceeding Hoiife, fhould eleft their own fiiccelfors, what fc- 
curity would the people have had cither that no more money 
ihculd be levied on them in taxes than was neccifary, or that 
they fhould have a fair account of its application ? Were fuch 
a propofition to be now made, what would be the opinion of 
his honourable friend ? He knew too well the integrity of his 
heart, and the reftltudc of his underftanding, not to be aflurcd 
that he would meet it with indignant oppofition ? Yet the 
fituatioii of tlje people of Great Britain would then be no worfe 
than that of the burghers of Scotland, under the prcfciit fyftem 
of fclf-elefted Councils, It was cafy to lavifh praifes on the 
Conftitntion, but it became the Houfc of Commons to praife 
it not by their v/ords but tlieir aftions ; to endeavour to extend 
the fpirit and the principles of it to all the inferior conftitutions 
under its proteftion. It mattered little to tell him, that there 
were fimilar abufes in Englifli boroughs. It was a poor fatis- 
faftion to the petitioner from Scotland to be told that his Eng- 
liih fcllovv-fubjeft endured the fume grievance. There might, 
for any thing he knew to the contrary, be more to reform in 
England than in Scotland ; while thofe who felt the grievance 
did not complain, while they did not petition for redrefs, jt 
was not his bufinefs to move fuch reforms. But when they 
did complain, when they did apply in an orderly and conftitu-* 
tional manner for redrefs, whether from j^cotlgpd or England, 
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tTiey were entitled to every degree of attention that Parliament 
could beftow. The power of clefting their own Magiftrates* 
he was convinced, would do more to corredl abufes than any 
other remedy that could be devifed. MagiftrAcs fo cicfted, 
it was fa id, might be as arbitrary in laying money, and as 
profufe in fpending it, as the prefect. If they wercj the 
people would have a fpeedy remedy ; they might turn out 
tliofe Magiftrates, chufe honefter men, and call the defaulters 
to account. Abiife might be accidental, but could not be 
fyftematic. The efFc£l of this remedy would even be to turn 
out the opulent burghers and let in the poor. He did not 
like it the better on this account; but as matters flood, it 
would do jurt the reverfe ; for the perfons in poireflion of 
the corporations on the prefent fyftem were in general the 
meaneft. In proof of this, he read over the names of the 
Council of Pittenweem, with the quality of each — colliers, 
taylors, weavers, &c., and alked if thofc were men more re- 
fpedablc than were likely to be chofen by a popular elec- 
tion. 

All honourable Baronet (Sir J. Johnftone) had candidly 
faid, that an abufe being admitted to exift, he would vote 
for a Committee. The honourable Baronet, in a public 
letter, had formerly faid, that confidering himfelf as truftee 
for the Councils of the burghs whom he reprefented, he 
fliould think it as nefarious in him to do any thing to abridge 
or abolifti their privileges. This was, no doubt, the feel- 
ing of many other gentlemen. They confidered themfelves 
not as the reprefentatives of the people, but of the Coun- 
cils of the burghs, by whom they were eledted, which ac- 
counted for the little fupport he received from the gentle- 
men from Scotland; and there was reafon to fuppofe, that 
the fame corporation fpirit operated on many of the repre- 
fentatives of Englifli boroughs. There was no need to fear 
but that if the Committee was granted, the Scots burghs 
would meet with all the fupport to which they were enti- 
tled. There was no fuch thing as popular eledlion in Scot- 
land. T}ie. people there had no political weight. If the 
right honburaWe gentleman (Mr. Dundas) would turn lus 
VoL. XXXIL U u 
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attention to this point, if he would give them the political 
weight wliich the people in all free governments ought to 
poflefs, he would bind them more ftrongly to their native 
foil, he would attach them more firmly to the coiillitution, 
than by empty praifes which they could not feel, becaufe 
they had little among them to which they could refer. The 
redrefs for which he moved fliould not l^egot rid of by-any 
dexterity of management on the prefent occafion, nor any 
direfl refufal to inijuiic. It was in its nature fucli as muft 
and fhould be granted. He begged pardon for theexpref-^ 
fion, but when he knew that the pe:ilioners were refolved to 
perfevere, deeply imprefled as he was with thejallice of their 
claim, it was not too much prefumption to fay that in a 
time of increafing reafon and declining prejudice, tlie 
caufe of truth mull gain by every dlfcuflion, until it was fi- 
nally carried. 

Sir JAMES SINCLAIR ERSKINE fiiid, that if 
gentlemen had fiot read tlie evidence, he did not fee that they 
would he more competent to decide upon it in a Committee 
than they were then. Did the honourable gentleman mean 
to read over all the papers for their information? He o!)- 
ferved that the principle laid down for altering the conili- 
tution of the Scotch burghs would go to the alteration of all 
fimilar conftitutions in England, a principle which, he ap- 
prehended, gentlemen were not prepared to adopt. He 
went over the general arguments againll the reform, and 
contended that the abufes alledged did not exill. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT laid, the motion was neither 
fuch as ought to he negatived nor palled. The honourable 
gentleman might move his propofition of reform, and then 
the Houfc might go into a Committee to confider of it, if 
that Ihould feem proi^er. He therefore recommended to 
withdraw the motion, aiid take the other courfe. If the 
motion was perfifted in, he Ihould move to adjourn. 

Mr. SHERIDAN recapitulated his reafons for proceed* 
ing as he had done. If he was allowed to go into a Com- 
mittee he had gained his end, and would withdraw his pre- 
fent motion. In that Committee he ihould move propoli* 
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tions of fdO. founded on the evidence, and on thefe propofi- 
tions, when reported and agreed to by the Boufe, he (hould 
move his remedy. 

Mr. DUND AS afked if the alteration of the prefent fetts 
of the burghs was not his objeft. 

Mr. SHERIJJAN faid hisobjeS wasfirft to eftablifh the 
fails, which, he trufted, the evidence would eflabiifli, and 
then to propofe a bill founded on thofe fails. 

Mr. DUND AS again ohjeiled, that to propofe an alte- 
ration of tl^e fetts of the burghs was the avoweil objeil of go* 
ing into a Committee. 

Mr. FOX faid, it was of the utmoft importance to af- 
certain the grievance before any remedy waspropofed ; and 
however uncandld it might feem, if the inquiry to that ef- 
feil was defeated by any management, heihould think that 
the grievances were known to exift, and that examination 
w’as flopped merely to fupprefs the truth. I'he mode pro* 
pofed by his honourable friend was warranted by the con- 
flant ufage of the Houfe; and was, indeed, the only one fit 
to he followed where inquiry wasferioufly meant. 

Mr. DUN DAS repeated, that to go into the inquiry at 
large was only to admit a prefumption that grievances did 
cxifi of which they had yet no proof, and to give occafion to 
expediarions that could not be gratified. 

Mr. SHERIDAN again faid, it was impoflil)le for any 
propofition of his, in the fhape of a remedy, to be argued 
fairly till it was fhewn that there was a grievance that call- 
ed for it. 

M/. Chancellor FITT alked if the honourable gentleman 
meant to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. SHERIDAN withdrew his motion, and then 
moved, 

“ That the fcveral petitions, papers, and accounts, pre- 
fented to the Houfe in the laft Parliament, relative to 
the internal government of the Royal burghs of Scot- 
land, be referred to the confideratic^ii of a Committee.” 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, this was the fame motion on 
which the Houfe had been debating irregularly beforcy and 

U u 2 
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the failie in fubftance with that which was negatived befpre 
the holidays. The materials for judging were on the table, 
and if gentlemen thought that they contained no grounds 
for the remedy intimated by the honourable gentleman, 
they would do right in voting againft going into the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr, FOX, with great force and warmth, expofed the 
abfurdity of refufing to itiquiie into the grievance, becaufe 
they miglit not approve of the remedy fuggefted by any 
particular Member; and repeated, that if the queftions 
were not kept feparate, if tlie denial of the grievance was 
fhuffled into the debate on the remedy, he ftiould tliink thofe 
who iiififted on that mode of proceeding were convinced of 
the grievance, and afraid to meet inquiry. AH petition- 
ers, who came to tliat Houfe with proof of a grievance, 
had a right to redrefs, much more had they a right to a 
candid hearing: to refufe the former was an injury, but to 
deny the latter an infult. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, the practical rule was, for 
any gentleman who propofed an inquiry to explain what he 
meant to move as the refult; and if the Houfe difapproved 
of the latter, they would not wafte time unnecelTarily on 
the former. The honourable gentleman’s general allega- 
tion was, that the abufes of which he complained arofe 
from the mode of elecStion, This he had not proved in any 
part of his argument, and the Houfe would not give room 
to fuppofe that radical defefls were believed to cxift in the 
conftitution of the Scots Burghs, without proof, nor 
excite hopes that could end only iq difappointrnent and 
delufipn, 

Tlje Houfe divided on the inotioa fof referring tliepapersj^ 
&c. to a Committee, 

Ayes, 27; Noes, 69- 

Mr, SHERIDAN, in ftrong terms, expreffed his fur- 
jprile at this decifion, and faid the ((ufinefs ihould not be Tq 
difmiiled. The petitioners were determined to perfevere, 
^nd while that was the cafe, he would peri(ift in bringing it 
forward from day to day, and from fcffioq to feffioq, unde^ 
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the perfuaCon that the Houfe would he tlselr counfel— that 
they had only to adduce their proofs —they had not delired 
leave to fubftantiate their cafe by counftl at ihe bar. Thif 
they might now feel to be a proper ftep ; he Ihould confult 
them upon it to-morrow, and give an early notice of a mo* 
tion for admitting them to be heard by Counfel, or of bring- 
ing forward their complaint in fome other fbape. 

Tlie Houfe adjourned. 

^burjdayy 19/i ^frlL 

There hot being a fujiicient number of Members to form 
a ballot for an election Committee, the Koufe adjourned. 

Friday y 20th jij'riL 

Mr. TAYLOR gave notice, that: on Friday next it wa| 
his intention to move for a Committee of Inquiry the 
jBvils arifing from lotteries. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Monday^ ^^d AprlU 

Mr. DUND AS moved, That the Houfe do now re- 
folve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to take 
into confideration the circumftances of the African flave 
trade, agreeably to the order of the day.” T he Houfe 
refolv ed accordingly, and Mr. Beaufoy took the chair. 

Mr. DUNDAS then rofe to perform his promife, namely, 
to fuhmit his ideas on the Have trade. He faid, that he 
fhould not take notice of any advantage which the flave 
trade might be of to this country, or to any clafs of inha- 
bitants ill it, or to any of the planter's in the Weft Indies, 
if the trade had been permitted to continue : thefe were 
points totally extraneous, becaufe the Houfe had exprefle4 
its fenfe that the trade ftiould not be continued. He fhould 
not fay any thing either on the immediate abolition, be- 
jcjiufe the Houfe had come to a refolution, that the trade 
jhould only be gradually abolift^!^^ \ fentiments, there* 
fpre^ mu^ naturally be applicable only to the idea of a gra? 
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dual abolition of the flave trade, and it was m that view he 
wtfhed to fubmit them to the fenfe of the Committee. 

Several years ago, he faid, he had formed his opinion 
upon the propriety andjudice of the abolition of that trade, 
and the report of » the evidence before the Committee of 
Privy Council had confirmed him in that opinion ; but 
though be thought it ought not be continued, he did not 
think it would be fafe fuddenly to put an end to it. Some 
gentlemen, he obferved, were for the immediate abolition, 
and others confidered an a^ olition in any way whatever as 
prejudicial and ruinous to our iflatub, and to all concerned 
with them : his ideas therefore, which lie would now flare 
for the gradual abolition of the trade, might be rejedted by 
both thofe deferiptions of pei fons, but he hoped they would 
be difeufled candidly, and, if rejcdled, reje( 9 ed after fair 
argument. The Committee had already come to a refolu-* 
lion on the fubjedi, which was, ‘‘ that the trade ftiould be 
gradually aboliflied;” that refolutionhe confidered as the 
only balls for reafoning on the fubjedl : and he expedled that 
thofe who had differed from him on the former night would 
conflder themfelves hound by the refolution to regard the 
trade as a condemned trade. But he fincerely hoped, that 
ftiould his propofilions not be adopted, it was not the idea 
that they were that day met to vote an immediate abolition, 
becaufe it that was the idea, it would lay them under the 
necefSty of reverting back again to the original queftion, 
He begged leave liefore he entered into the detail to ftatc 
again and again wliat he had advanced on a former night, 
viz. that he confidered the co operation of the Weft-lndia 
merchants and planters eflential to the abolition ; for unlefs 
they made them parties in the experiment they were about 
to make, that experiment could never be made; upon that 
ground he hoped that thofe gentlemen who were advocates 
for the abolition would fee the impropriety of looking to a 
very (hort period ; if they did not, the trade would be con- 
tinued in a different mode and through other channels ; if 
time was not given to encourage the merchants and planters 
to try fairly the fcheme of rearing a fufficieiit number of 
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native negroes to anfwer the purpofe of cultivating the plan- 
tations, the trade would be carried on by foreign countries, 
and by our capitals and he an unregulated African trade; 
for that Houfe would ccafe to have ihe^ower of regulating 
it : he therefore begged gentlemen for the fake of Uieir owa 
feelings and opinions, for the fake of the humanity, that 
he believed, and fincerely believed they felt, not to infift 
upon too fltort a period. Having faid this in general to 
thole who were the moft eager for the abolition of the Have 
trade, he would addiefs himfelf next to another defcriptioii 
of perfons; the Weft India planters and merchants thein- 
felves; and to them he would fay that they were by no 
means aiding their caufe if they infifted on too long a period 
to complete the abolition of this trade, hecaufe the minds 
of a great number of perfons in this country, and tbofe of 
the greateft talents and influence in it, were made up, and 
the fenfe of the Houfe had, in fome degree, been already 
expreflfed upon the fuhjefl, and the queftion might be faid 
to be in part decided ; and under this view he would recom- 
mend a little mutual conceflion on the fubjedl. There was 
another clafs of men, whofe interefts and opinions Ihould 
not be negle6led ; for if tliey were, there would enfue very 
great diilrefs to many, and total ruin to fome families. The 
perfons to whom he alluded were thofe who were mort- 
gagees, annuitants, or trufteesfor theeftates of infojitshaving 
property in the Weft Indies. Suppofing for a moment, for 
the fake of argument, that the planters could carry on their 
plantations without frefli importations of negroes, and that 
they even thought fo themfeivcs, that would not be fuffici- 
ent to remove the evil, for ihofe planters* intereft was much 
involved in the intereft and the opinion of thefe mortgagees, 
truftees, &c. Thefe perfons mull be fallsfied that the plan 
w as eligible, and that it would not affedl their property, 
clfe they would make great hafte to change the nature of 
their fecurity, and call in their property for the purpofe of 
inverting it fome where elfe, and by thefe means occafioii 
Ioffes and bankruptcies to an extent that would appear in- 
credible i were now ftated. The refult was, that Parli- 
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ament would a£l unwifely, if it did not attend minutely 
and refledt on thefe po nts. Such would be the efFeft of 
taking too (liort a period for the abolition of the trade; 
there were o;her e;;^ils which would he the elFedl of making 
that period too long. There was another body of men 
whofe interefts were involved in thistrafiic. Theperfons 
cng igcil in the trade itftlf, owners tf veffels belonging to 
the ports of London, Liverpool and Bi iftol; and whatever 
feeling foine, might entertain for them, dill it was undoubt- 
edly true that they had been in the ciiftom of following up 
this trade, under an idea that it was hnidlioned by the Le- 
giflaiure of this country ; under fuch imprellions the Com- 
mittee would feel that as it was in their power, fo it was 
their duty to do theinjuftice. Upon this topic he fhould 
not enlarge now, but Ihould have fomething to fugged here- 
after. Having Rated the general outlines of the eftcdl of 
what appeared to him to be the beft p'an that could be 
adopted to meet the iiuereft of all j)arties, and alfo to effec- 
tuate the abolition of the trade, lie fhould now come to 
mention foineof the particulars of the fyllem which he fliould 
propofe for the purpofes of this abolition. 

b iift, That that part which was carried on not for the 
immediate life of our own iilands, but for the fervice of fo- 
reign nations, he fhould propofe to be immediately abolilh- 
cd. This made a very material part of the traffic; for in 
the year 179T, the whole importation confilled offeventy- 
four thoufand, not lefs than thirty- four thoufand of which 
were exported for the fervice of foreign nations. This part 
of the trade it was his objedi to fupprefs diredlly on the 
coiumeuccment of his plan; and this made a very fubftan- 
tial and material part of the Rave trade. Another part of 
his plan was to cut off as much as he could the importation 
of nged people to the Weft Indies from the Coaft of Africa. 
The reafon why he formed that plan he fliould fliortly 
mention. In the firft place, a limitation upon the age 
would lead to lellen the number, becaufe tlie importation of 
young perfons would tend more to population than that of 
pcifons of an advanced age, and the leading principle of hi) 
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plan was to enable the planters to make an experiment^ how 
far they could^ by any means, render freih importation of 
flaves into the plantations unneeeflary. In this the age, in 
his opinion, was much to be attended to. Another reafon 
why he wiflied to dired the attention of the Committee to 
this part of the fubjed was, that it would in a great degree 
leflen the cruelties that were faid to be prafiifed on thele 
unhappy people in their own countries, previous to the fale 
of them. Another reafon why he adopted this was, that by 
importing young negroes, we protedied ourfelves in a great 
meafure againft the difeafes of thefe unfortunate perfons ; 
for the difeafes to which they were chiefly incident were 
much more common among the aged than the young. The 
aged often brought difeafes with them from Africa, which 
foon proved mortal to themfelves, and often afiefled thofe 
with whom they aflTociated. It was well known, Mr. Dun* 
das faid, that mod of the calamities of the Middle Paflage 
were owing to the difeafes of the old negroes. Another ad* 
vantage arifing from this regulation would be, that it would 
likewife remove the complaints of the heartbreaking feel* 
ings, of the flaves of age being tome from their connedlions 
and ancient habits; as the negroes, of the age he fliould wifli 
to confine the importation to, could not be fuppofed to have 
made connexions, or entertained habits from which they 
would not foon have their minds weaned. He had another 
very ftrong reafon for being defirous of importing young 
iudead of old negroes, which was, that it might be rendered 
worth the care of the planters to inculcate into the minds of 
the young negroes that religious and moral inftruXion which 
they might be capable of receiving, and which probably was 
never confidered an objeX worthy of attention with refpeft 
to the ancient negroes : he was convinced that every idea of 
civilizing the negroes in Africa, or in our iflands, would 
prove totally futile and chimerical until an inftitution were 
eftabliflied for the pUrpofe of inftruXing them in religious 
and moral duties ; and fuch inftitutions, he faid, he (hould 
take care to fuggeft. 

VoL. XXXII. Xx 
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Under thcfe impreffions, he had thought of confining 
the whole of our importation of negroes to females not 
exceeding the age of fixteen, and to males not exceeding 
the age of twenty ; thcfe were his own notions upon the 
fubjedt, and all his ideas had been diredled to that objeft* 
But certain fuggeilions had been made to him that this 
plan could not be carried into execution. It was faid that 
it would be impoffible to obtain a fufficient number for the 
purpofes of carrying on our plantations under this limita-r 
tion. He had yielded to thefe fuggeftions, and had in 
confequence adopted another plan, which was, that the 
importation fliould be confined to females of the age of 
twenty, and males of the age of twenty-five. This he 
adopted not from his own original fentiments, but from 
the fuggeftion of others much better qualified to form a 
juft opinion on the fubjedl. Another reafon he had for 
wifhing the negroes imported to be young, and which he 
ought, he faid, to have given before, was, that as it was 
natural that perfons taken by force from their native place 
fhould be difeontented, the younger they were, the lefs 
would be that difeontent; and by avoiding the importation 
of aged perfons, we avoided much . infecurity, tumult, and 
infurrcdlion, and molt of the evils which threatened the 
iafety of our Weft-India illands. In his propofition 
therefore for confining the importation to young negroes 
he had in view the preventing the importation of African 
convidts, for it was idle to complain of the uncivilizied 
and mifehievous habits of the negroes, when it was ac- 
knowledged that thofe convidted of crimes in their own 
country were imported into the iflands, who brought with 
them he feeds of wickednefs, the feeds of fadition, tho 
feeds of infurredlion, and the feeds of every poffible vice. 
By thus limiting age and tonnage, he faid, he fliould con- 
fine the importation to that clafs of negroes who were 
flated to be bred on the coaft hy their mafters for the pur- 
pofe of being fold for Haves ; but a difficulty had alfo been 
flated to him that forenoon upon this part of his plan, 
which was, that the flaves fo reared, were not fufFered to 
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be exported, unlefs conyi Aed of crimes ; ihould there- 
fore the refolution he fhould fuggeft on this point appear, 
on inquiry, to be attended with inconveniences and dan- 
ger, he begged leave to enter his caveat, and fhould not 
confider himfclf as tied down to proceed ^^ith it. Mr. 
Dundas next adverted to the rifque the African merchants 
would be expofed to, of fufFering in their cnpital, which 
chiefly confifted in the property of their fhips, by the abo- 
lition, and therefore it became a matter of conlideration, 
what fort of indemnification was proper for the lofs to be 
fuftained by the African merchants. Were their fhips fit 
for that trade only, and incapable of being ufed in other 
forts of commerce ? He faid, he Ihould certainly think it 
his duty to propofe that commiiEoners be appointed to in- 
quire into the lolTes which might be fo fufiained, and 
quoted as a precedent, the Committee appointed by the 
regulating aft. 

The next point was, the period to be declared for the 
final abolition of the trade. Upon this point there had 
been a great difference of opinion. It was a difference 
naturally to be expefted, and he had met with it. This 
point would be governed in a great meafure by the calcu- 
lation to be formed of the increafe and decreafe of popu- 
lation in the various parts at which negroes were import- 
ed, and upon the proportion of males and females, and 
what, in technical terms, were called men boys and wo- 
men girls. This ftrengthened his firll obfervation— -that 
none but thofe who were young fhould be imported ; and 
then came the queftion at what time the importa io 1 fhould 
ceafe, and upon that point he confeffed he had not the 
leaft hope he fhould be able to give fatisfaftion. He had 
made it his bufinefs to fee every perfon whom he thought 
capable of affording him informat-on, and he had endea- 
voured to extraft from each and all of them an opinion. 
The farthed point to which he could get the friends to tlie 
abolition to go, was the term of five years ; they would 
' not talk to him if he propofed a farther period, fhe 
loweft point the anti-abolitionifts would come to was a 
Xx 2 
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period of ten years. His own judgement led him to fall 
in with the longer period, becaufe he thought that if he 
was fuccefsful in the plan that he fhould propofe, that a 
ihorter period than either would cure the evil, and at the 
fame time quiet the minds of planters, and other perfons 
more immediately interelled in the trade ; but as he wilh« 
ed nothing fo much as that this fubjeft ihould be fet at 
reft for ever ; and as he deprecated the uncertainty and 
danger of its remaining undecided, he wi/hed to give way 
to the opinion of others upon this fubjeft. He ihould 
therefore propofe a period of 8 years ending in the year 
1800 when the trade ihould finally ceafe. He was furc it 
was the intereft of this country, and he believed it to be 
the unanimous fenfe of mankind, that this queftion Ihould 
not be kept much longer in a ftate of fufpence. He was 
happy, however, in having an opportunity of declaring 
that hitherto the difeuffionof thefubjeft had not been at- 
tended with any mifehievous confequences, and that our 
pofleffions, where this traffic was applicable, were at pre- 
fent in a quiet ftate. But although this was the cafe at 
this moment, who could be fure that it would continue 
to be fo. Hence the propriety of coming to a determina- 
tion that might fet the point at reft. As to St. Domingo, 
he confefled that all that had been faid of the infurrcc- 
tions of that place, and of its being the effeft of our hav- 
ing had this fubjed agitated here, was totally without 
foundation — it originated in another caufe. But of all 
things on earth he thought the queftion ought not to be 
continued undecided; for though he wilhed not to becon- 
fidered as a prophet, he could not avoid faying, that if the 
difeuffion fliould, by the length of time it occupied here, 
land on the coafts of our iflands, the calamity might be 
dreadful. 

Upon the period, however, at which the importation 
of negroes to our colonies and plantations was to ceafe, 
he mull now fubmit his fentiments. He had thought of 
the fubjefl a good deal — of the public mind upon it — of 
the neceffity of attending to that confideration — of the in- 
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tereft alfo of the planters and other perfons concerned and 
interefted in the trade ; and he mull confefs that be did 
not fee how he could limit them to lefs than feven years 
from the ill of May, 1793* was^ general with re- 

gard to the illands and plantations. With regard to the 
ceded iflands, it mull be allowed they Hood in a very dif* 
ferent predicament. It would be recolledled they came 
.to us in the year 1 763. They were reftored to us after re- 
capture ; but the hillory of them he would not detail ; 
the Committee would recolle£t their fituation. That en- 
couragement was held out for perfons to lay out large 
fums of money upon grants upon thefe illands, which at 
this time changed the nature of property on them, and 
made them very different from the other illands, and 
therefore fome farther coniideration Ihould be given to 
them. Perhaps, fome might be of opinion that a farther 
continuance of the trade Ihould be allowed to them— 'Or, 
perhaps, an indemnification of another fort, but thefe 
were points to be confidered hereafter. To come more 
immediately to the fubjcdl — namely, the neceffity of fup- 
plying the illands with a frelh importation of negroes, he 
would fay that it was not intended that the trade Ihould 
be extended during this interval of propofed gradual abo- 
lition; ,'for that there were no thoughts entertained of in- 
creafingthe cultivation of the illands, and that his objedl 
only was that there lhall be a flock kept up on the illands, 
fo that the prefent cultivation of them Ihould not be lef- 
fened; and for this purpofe, as well as for fome others, at 
which he had hinted^ perhaps it might be proper to name 
commilTioners to examine into the nature of the grants, 
&c. by which they were affefted at prefent, and to fee 
how far any claims could be made upon the julliceof this 
country for any compenfation for eventual Ioffes. The 
real Hate of the qucllion upon the point of population as 
far as regards the illands, was different in different 
illands, but all of them differed from the Hate of Ja- 
maica. 
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He now begged to draw the attention of the Committee to 
the fituation of our Weft- India iflands, in refpefl: to their 
population: for this! purpofe, he read a ftatanent of the im- 
ports and exports for the years 1789, 1790, and 1791, by 
which it firft appeared, that there had been imported into 
Antigua, in the year 1789, 311; exported 140; retained 
271; which, as far as regarded that ifland, it undoubtedly 
appeared that they had nearly arrived to a fufEcient ftate of 
population, not to be endangered by the abolition ; in the 
year 1790, they neither imported or exported a fingle flave, 
but in the year 1791, a year of general importation, they im- 
ported 268, and exported none. In Barbadoes, in 1789, 
there were imported 444 ; exported 399 ; retained 45 : in 
1790, imported 126; exported 72 ; retained 54: in 1791, 
imported 382 ; exported 100 ; retained 282: in Montferat, 
in 1789, none were imported ; eight exported : in the years 
1790 and 1791, no (laves imported or exported ; in Nevis, 
during the laft three years, no flaves imported or exported. — 
In St. Kitt’s, in 1789, imported 67 ; exported 332 ; in 1790, 
85 were imported, and the whole retained : and in 1791, no 
flaves were imported or exported. In Tortola, in 1791, 
there were 44 exported, but none imported ; and in the two 
preceding years there was neither exportation or importation. 
In the Bahamas, in 1789, neither importation or exporta- 
tion : in 1790, an exportation of 55: in 1791, an impor- 
tation of 212, the whole of w^hich was retained. Thofc 
iflands might be confidcred, therefore, fo far advanced in 
population, as to be free from any danger arifing from the 
abolition : but the cafe was different with refpeft to Jamaica ; 
for, in the year 1789, the importation w-as 9808 ; the ext? 
portalion 2030 ; retained 7868. In 1790, there were im- 
ported I4 >o 63 ; exported 1970, and 12930 retained. In 
imported ; 3082 exported, and 12,388 retain- 
ed ; which proved that that illaiid was not arrived at fuch a 
ftate of population, that they could fafely reft upon it. Mr. 
Dundas next ftated the importations and exportations of the 
ceded ifland^, of Grenada, St. Dominica, and St. Vincent’s, 
in all of which the importations had greatly exceeded the ex- 
portation. Dominica, in 1791, imported and retained 440^ 
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Grenada, in 1789, imported 6490 ; exported 3040, retained 
3050 ; in 1792, 3900 ; exported 3142 : retained 768 : in 
1791, imported 9283 ; exported 6000 ; retained 2921. St. 
Vincent’s, in 1789, imported 938; exported 58 ; retained 
845 : in 1790, imported 1552 ; exported 61 1 ; retained 2941 : 
in 1791, imported 2863 ; exported 1346, and retained 1617. 
Having made the ftatements, to prove the policy of gradually 
abolifhing the trade, inllead of an immediate abolition. 

Arguments, he was aware, might, in confequence of 
thefe ftatements, be adduced on both Tides. On the one 
hand it might be faid, that unlefs importation be perpetually 
alloi^ed, trade cannot be carried on, and confequently the 
ifland muft be ruined. On the other, that the importations 
have been fo great lately, that there will never be any far- 
ther neceflity for importation, particularly as the mortality 
is not fo great as it has been, and muft ftill be lefs, if the 
health and morals of the negroes be properly attended to.— 
Upon thefe points, he would fay nothing more, than that we 
muft give room for the planters to make experiments, to fee 
how far they can fucceed in any plan for the increafe of the 
population of the negroes. Above all, we were not to forget 
that much of the profperity of this ifland depended on the 
opinion which the mortgagees, trullees, &c. entertained of 
the plan by which it was managed , and therefore, that due 
regard fliould be had to the difpolition of thefe perfons. He 
then entered on the ftate of the ceded iflands, and diftinguHh- 
cd what appeared to him to conftitute the difference between 
them and the other iflands ; obferving, that the whole plan, 
as far as is applied to them, (hould be brought forward in a 
diftinft and feparate refolution for that purpofe. He ob- 
ferved alfo, that he fhould propofc additional regulations for 
the punilhment of outrages that might be committed in this 
trade, as well as that there fliould not be a greater number of 
males than females in any future importation — a point that 
had not hitherto been fufficiently attended to, but which he 
fliould hereafter bring forward. With regard to the Weft- 
India planters, he muft be permitted to fay, he thought they 
and the Colonial Aflemblies had been very hardily treated. It 
haa oeen faid, that they had not attended to the obje& of me- 
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liorating the condition of the flaves in the Weft Indies* The 
fa<ft was, they had been very attentive to that objeft, and 
had in a great degree been fuccefsful ; and he believed that 
the attention to the intereft of thofe poor creatures had been 
very great by the planters and Colonial Affembly, and that 
as much favour had been (hewn to them as was compatible 
with the condition of flaves. It was true that many fan- 
guinary laws with regard to flaves remained unrepealed until 
the year 1789. But was there any evidence that thofe fan- 
guinary laws were executed according to their rigour i — ^None. 
The contrary was notorious. As well, then, might we fay, 
that all the fanguinary laws againft Catholics were enforced, 
becaufe they were not repealed until the laft feflion. He 
hoped that many of thefc points wonld be farther attended to 
in confequence of the difeuffions of that fubjeft in Parlia* 
ment. He thought the negroes might be allowed to reap a 
certain proportion of the fruits of their own induftry. He 
faid, the chief grievances they fuffered was from being a 
transferrable people, in confequence of which, they were 
liable to be fold from a goodmafter, and carried into another 
ifland to a worfe ; and he wifhed to introduce rather a praedial 
than a perfonal fervice. Another point, to which he begged 
leave to call the attention of the Committee, was a fyftem of 
moral duty and religion. He hoped that in future care would 
be taken to inftruft thefc negroes in the principles of the 
Chriftian religion — ^a religion which we had embraced, and 
without inculcating which among the flaves, we (hould make 
nothing of our abolition — a religion, which, whatever might 
be faid on fome of the controverfial doftrincs maintained by 
many of its profeflbrs, contained a fyftem of morality that 
fitted its believer for all the duties of focial life, and tended 
to make him a better man and a better citizen. If they did 
not teach thefe ignorant people the principles of this religion, 
and the planters complained that they were difturbed by the 
flaves, who would not obey the orders of their mafters, they 
had .no right to complain. As well might the hulbandman 
complain of a bad harveft, after he had neglefted to cultivate 
the foil of his farm, as the planter complain of the morals of 
thefe poor people, whom he had neglefted to inftrufi. In- 
3 
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deed there was much reafon to be dlTatisfied with the corducl 
of the clergy in thcfe plantali«ais ; con lid -Table regulations 
were wanted, and ihould be adopted in that rerpe 'd. 

The planters had. complained, that the C’leigy in the 
iflands were of no fervlce; but this crun^laint he h.ul no 
doubt the venerable Prelate the nilhip of f^ondon, in who'e 
diocefe it was, would endeavour to remedy. To the ertab- 
lifliment of inftitutions for inftrudion of young negroes, lie 
was confident the Colonial Affemhlies would concur: and 
in order' to provide for the expence of their eftablilhment he 
Ihould pfopofe an humble addrefs to His Majedy; hut not 
on this iubjefl alone: It had been faid that if we fhould give 
up the trade, it would be carried bn by other powers ; if 
the Houfe wiflied, however, as he was convinced it did 
wifli, radically to abolifh the flave trade, they would fee 
the neceflity of ‘lieir endeavouring to induce every power in 
Europe to abandon it, as the Weft Indians might fear being 
outrivalled in trade, if the importation of Africans was not 
ftopt by other countries : for which reafon his propofed ad- 
drefs would like wife go to befeech His Majefty to ufe fuch 
meafurei which he in his wifdom might think fit, by nego- 
ciation, or otherwife, to bring ai)our a concert of the pow- 
ers of Europe for the abolition of the flave trade. Mr. Dun- 
das faid, he faw no reafon to think becanfe the flave trade 
ceafed our commerce with the continent of Africa was to 
ceafe likevvife. Out of the aflies of tlie flave trade new 
trades would arife, which by the excliangr, of our manufac- 
tures for the produce of Africa would tend to civilize the 
natives of that part of the globe, and introduce among them 
the light of realon. Tliere were, he faid, daily fymptoms 
of the eftahlillunent of a commercial interco -n fe with Afr .ca 
being at no very diftant period, and lie hoped it would en- 
gage the attention of Adminiftration, fince f lit c* ^ diz tion 
of the Africans and tiie increafe of our comm rce with them, 
would go hand in hand, and he hoped this country, which 
hlid jgiven encouragement to the flave trade, wouhl give en- 
couragement to eftabliftiments and to focietics that might 

tend to open and extend a trade to Africa more beneficial and 
VoL. XXXII. Y y 
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more honourable. Without pretending to poflefs either the 
eloquence or talents of fome honourable gentlemen, even 
with his moderate abilities, he thought he could propofe 
fome plans that would promife fuccefs, and in fome mea- 
fure efFeft the defired objeft. After more obfervations he 
would barely read over his refolutions, and for the conve- 
nience of the Houfe he would have them printed, and re- 
ferve the difcuffion to Wednefday next. Before he fat down, 
he faid, whether his ideas were right or not, he trufted that 
it would be recollefled, that he had at leaft done juftice to 
himfelf in fulfilling his pledge, that he had fairly marched 
up to his propofition, and that he had brought forward no- 
thing nugatory, but that he could not fay he had, to his 
own farisfaflion, gone fo deeply into the fuhje( 5 l as he could 
have wiflied; the fhortnefs of time, and the great number 
of volumes he had found it neceflary to refer to, muft plead 
Ills excufe, nor had he it in his power to boaft, that he had 
no other laborious avocations and duties to attend to in the 
mean time. Mr. Dundas concluded with reading over the 
following refolutions : 

1. THAT it fliall not be lawful to import any African 
negroes iiito any Britifli colonies, or plantations, in fliips 
owned, or navigated, by Britilh fubjedts, at any time after 
tlie rft day of January, 1800. 

2 . That from and after the fi rft day of May 1793. it 
ihall not be lawful to carry any African negro from the 
coalt of Africa, or any African, or Creole negro, from 
any of His Majefiy’s iilands or plantations in the Weft 
Jiivlles, to any of the dominions (Jf any foreign Power, in 
any fliip owned or navigated by Britifli fubjefls ; or in any 
foreign fliip or veil’d that may depart from the ports of King- 
lion,, Montego Bay, St. Lucia, and Savannah la Mar, in the 
iiland of Jamaica ; or from the ports of St. George, in the 
ifland of Grenada, Nalfau in the ifland of Dominica, and 
Nafliiij in the iiland of New'^ Providence, in the Bahamas. 

3. That from and after the firft day of May, in the pre- 
fent year, it fliall not be law ful for any fliips to clear out from 
any port of Great Britain, for the coaft of Africa, for the 
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purpofe of taking on board negroes, unlefs fuch fhips ftiall 
have been previoufly employed in the African trade, or con- 
trafted for, for that purpofe, previous to the faid firft day of 
May. 

“ And farther, it ftiall not be lawful for any (hip to clear 
out from any Britifli colony or plantation in America, for the 
coaft of Africa, for the purpofe of taking on - board negroes, 
unlefs fuch fliip ftiall have been previoufly employed in the Af* 
n'ean trade, or contrafled for, for that purpofe, before the 
tenth day of Odober of the prefent year. 

** 4. That from and after the firtt day of May 1793, 
not be lawful for any Britifli fubjeflt to carry from the coaft of 
Africa, in any ftiip or veflel owne^ and navigated by Britifli 
fubjeSs, a greater proportion of male negroes than of female 
negroes. 

5. That from and after the day of it ftiall 

not be lawful for any Britifti fubjeft to purchafe, or take on 
board, or carry from the coaft of Africa, in any ftiip owned or 
navigated by Britifh fiibjefts, any male African negro who 
ftiall be above the age of 20 years, or any female African negro 
above the age of 16 years. 

6. That from and after the firft day of May in the prefent 
year, the owner or owners, or mafter of every Britifli veflel, 
which fliall be entered outwards in any port or place in this 
kingdom, or in His Majefty’s iflands or plantations in America, 
fliall declare to the principal Officers of His Majefty’s cuftoms 
of the port or place from whence the veflel is about to depart, 
for the purpofes of taking on board negroes on the coaft of Af- 
rica, the general deflination of the voyage, and the particular 
ifland or iflands, in His Majefty’s plantations, to which he or 
they prbpofe to carry the negroes fo purchafed ; and that one 
or more of the owners, together with the mafter or perfon hav- 
ing the command of fuch (hip or veflel, (hall, with two fuffi- 
cient fureties, enter into bond to His Majefty, in the fum of 
one thoufand pounds for every hundred tons burden of fuch 
Ihip or veifel, and in a fimilar proportion where the tonnage 
fliall fall (hort or exceed the above burden, to comply with the 
condition:, of the third and fourth rvfolutions. And that the 
matter or perfon having the command of fuch (hip or ^ elfel 
fliall proceed directly from the coaft of Ainca to feme one of 
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His Majefty's plantations in the Weft Indies, or to the ifland 
of New Providence in the Bahamas, and there land the negroes 
taken on board the coaft of Africa, unlefs the mafter of fnch 
vefl'el (hall, by of weather, or other unavoidable accident, 

be obliged, for the fafety of the veflTel and the crew, to carry 
fuch (hip or vefTel into the neared port of fafety. 

7. That a duty (hall be levied or collefted by thecolleftor 
or other principal officers of HisMajefty*s cuftoms in the plan- 
tations, of 5I. upon every male negro exceeding 4 feet 4 inches 
in height, that (hall be imported in any (hip or veflel into His 
Majefty*s plantations, from and after the 10th day of October 
1797 ; and for every male negro vvhofc height (hall nOt exceed 
4 feet 4 inches, the Aim of 3I. and for every female negro ex- 
ceeding 4 Act 4 inches in height, the fum of 3I ; and for every 
female negro whoA height (hall not exceed 4 fret 4 inches, the 
fum of 2I ; and for every m:*le negro exceeding 4 feet 4 inches 
in height, which fliall be imported ^'s al>uvc, from and after 
the loth 'ay of October 1798, the Aim of lol ; and for every 
n a’c negro v/hofe height (hall not exceed 4 feet 4 inches, the 
fum of HI. and for every female neg»^o exceeding 4 feet 4 inches 
in height, the Aim of 81 . and for every f tmale negro whofe 
height fhall not exceed 4 feet 4 inches, the Ami ot 61 . 

** And for every male or female negro exceeding 4 feet 4 
inches in he ght, which lhall b: imporied as above, from and 
after the lovh day of 0 ^*)ber 1799, the Aim of 15I. and for 
every male or female negro not exceeding 4 feet 4 inches in 
height, the fum of 12I. Which duties (liall, within one month 
after col left ion, be accounted for, and paid over, by the col- 
lector or other piincipul Officer of His Maiclly’s Cultoms, to 
the Receiver General of the ifland or pl tntation in which Aich 
duties fliall have becu levied or colledtcd, to be applicable to 
the life of liie Did ifland or plantation, and to be under the di- 
rection and at the dlfpofal of the Legiflaiurc of the fame. 

8. That from and after the- loth day of OCtober, in the 
prefent year, it Aiall not be lawful to import into any^illand or 
colony in America, under His Majefly, any African negro, 
or any Creofe negro, or Mulatto Have, from any foreign 
ifland, colony, territory or dominion in America. 

9. That from and after the Avll day of May 17931 the 
tonnage of (hipping annually cleared out from the ditfbrent ports 
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of this kingdom to the c >aft of Afii. a, Tor the purpofc of pur- 
chafing negroes, ihall not exceed toiis, and that the 

ports of London, Briftol, and Liverpool, lhall be allowed 
fuch proportion thereof, as the rcfpedtive trace in each poit to 
the coall of Africa bore to the whole, iipo*n an average of three 
years, preceding the 5th of January 1792- 

And further, that from and after the day of 

the tonnage of {hipping annually cleared out from the 
different ports of His Majeitys^olonics and plantations in Ame- 
rica t«) the coaft of Africa, for the purpofe of purchaang negroes, 
fliall not exceed tons. 

10. That Commiflioners fliould be appointed to examine 
into the lolles which merchanis, or others coneemed in the 
African (lave trade, may fuitain in confequcnce of ihe preced- 
ing refolutions, anil that thefe commiilioners (hall, from time 
to lime, report to Parliament the amount of the indemnificaiiOii 
to which the fufterers are, in their opinion, entitled. 

11. That farther provifion ought to be made for the ex- 
emplary punifhment of any British fubjcdls, who ihall be guilty 
of any outrage, violence, or malprudtice, agaiiiit any naiive 
of Africa, either in that country or on the c thereoi, or 
on board any Ihip or velfel owned or navigated Dy Briufli fub- 
jeds. 

12. That an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, 
befeeching His Majeity to take fiicn meafuiwS as, in his wifdom, 
he ihall judge proper, for eitubliihing, by negociation with fo- 
reign powers, a general concert and agreement for the final 
and complete abolition of the tnde carried on for the purpofe 
of importing flaves fi\nn the coait of Africa, into any of the 
dominions of the fiid powwiSi ail'ming His Majefty, that 
while, on our part, we feel ourfelvcs indifpenfably obliged, 
by the principles of jullicc, humaniiy, and found policy, to 
take the moll cff;:6lin:l mcafurcs which circumllanccs will ad- 
mit, for acconvplilhing this important objtd, wc (hull enter 
on the purfuit of ihofe meafures with additional fatisfadion, 
from the hope and perfuaiion, that. His Majeity will be en- 
abled, by the prudence and wifdom of the refpeclivc colonial ' 
legiilatures, to adopt fuch regulations, within the feveral illands 
in the Well Indies, as, by promoting their internal population, 
and gradually improving the condition of the negroes, may 



PARLIAMENTARY 


SSP 


A. 1792* 


provide, in the moft advantageous manner, an adequate fupply 
for their cultivation, and contribute to the fecurity, tranquil* 
lity, and permanent profpcrity of thofe valuable ppfleffions.— 
That, confidcring thd particular regulations which may be ne- 
ccllary for thii-purpofe, to be the proper province of the colo- 
nial Legiflatures, we have not thought it proper to make them 
the fubjediof otir deliberations ; but that, if any circumfiances 
ihould arife, in^ which our co-operation and affiftance fliall be 
wanting for this purpofe, welhall, at all times, be ready to af- 
ford it, with a zeafand alacrity proportioned to the importance 
of the end, and to our condant folicitude for the general wcl- 
fare and happinefs of every part of His Majedy*s dominion? /’ 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt and Mr. Fox rofe at the fame time, but 
the latter gaviq^ay. 

Mr. Chanc^fei^ PITT faid, he fhould be forry to prevent 
the rigV.t honourafefc;, gentleman:, a moment froiti fpeaking,* if 
he had meant to go ariepgth into any argument on the fubjeft 
to-night. But a's he underftood it was the wi(h of his right ho- 
nourable friend to name a future day for the difcullion of his 
propofitions, which were to be printed, and that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman oppofite had agreed to that delay, he would 
only trouble the Committee (hortly with a* few obfervations, 
upon what had been brought forward by his right hcn^ourable 
friend. In the arguments ufed by his right honourable friend, 
introduSory to the refolutions which he meant to move, there 
was one which he muft take the liberty of noticing in a. parti- 
cular manner, becaufe it was very different from his own ideas 
in every refpeft. That point was the reliance which his right 
honourable friend placed upon the vote for the gradual abbli- 
tion of the flave trade, which the Houfc had given upon the- 
laft night of its difeuffion ^ and his opinion that the Hbufe, by 
the refolution they had come to, were bound to follow it up by 
adopting fuch a fyllem only as tended to produce a gradual abo- 
lition. Here he would not hefitate a moment to fay that he 
differed moft completely from his right honourable friend, bc- 
caiife he thought that the Houfe was in no ftiape tied down by 
that vote from exercifing their judgement again this fedion, as 
often as the fubjed came before them. Having faid this much 
generally, he would fay i few wbrds on the propofition^them- 
fclvcs', as offered by his right honourable friend, .With regard 
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to thdfe refolutions, which he gave his right honourable friend 
great credit for, in fevcral refpefts they evihced the pains he had 
tikcn on this important fubjeft, and the wifli he had to do 
what to him appeared beft. As far as they went to effed a gra^c 
dual abolition of the trade, he approved of them ; but the mo- 
ment that the fyftcm propofed flopped (hort of a total and im- 
mediate abolition of the Have trade, he would give it his moft 
decided and hearty oppofition ; and as often as the quellion 
came under difcuilion, would divide the Committee, and di- 
vide the Houfe, until the great objeft, which the country, 
which he and thofe who were of the fame opinion, had in view, 
was accompli (hed. It was not his intention now to go into 
any detail or argument upon the fubjeA ; but when the day of 
difcuffion came, he would not only recall to the recolleftion 
of the Houfe thofe ftrong and incontrovertible ajguments which 
had been ufed on former occafions, but likewife would pro- 
duce new arguments and new reafonings, from the materials 
which his right honourable friend had that night furnifhed him. 
And if any thing that was fair, or any thing that was confid- 
ent, ought to be attended to, he had not a doubt but the Houfe 
would fee the propriety of voting at once a total and immediate 
abolition. As to the- word gradual,’" he was quite at a lofs 
know any drift explanation that could be given to that term ; 
nor did he think that there was any one thing, either in fub- 
dance or form, in the refolution of the former night, that 
ought to tie up the Houfe in any way whatever, and he would 
declare it to the Houfe, and to the country, as his decided and 
avowed opinion, that if there was one moment lod in deter- 
mining upon the propriety of an immediate abolition, more 
than was abfolutely necelfary for .difeuffing fo important a 
‘queftion, even that would be too gradual an abolition. What 
he faid now was meant rather as giving a notice of the line of 
cotiduft which he meant to follow, when the propofitions of his 
right honourable friend came next before the Houfe, confidering' 
himfelf not fettered or tied down by any thing that had gone 
before ; and even taking the very fame principles for a gradual 
abolition, which his right honourable friend had laid down, they 
were the ftrongeft reafons that could be adduced for an imme- 
diate abolition. Thefe were his real fentiments i in this way 
lie meant to argue, and trufted he would prove to the Houfe, 
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wlien the proper time came, that he was well grounded in af- 
fertingthat the principles of his right honourable friend were 
fuch as ought to induce the Houfe to difapprove of the refolu- 
tions he had read to them. There was one great and material 
point confidcred by l\is right honourable friend, which had not 
been fo candidly atiniitted before by the enemies of the aboli- 
tion, and that wa*?, that a.defire to incrcafc the cultivation of 
the Weft-India iflands, was no good caufe for continuing fo 
unjuft and inhuman a traffic as the flave trade. The different 
fituations of different iflands had been Hated, and it appeared 
that all the iflands, except Jamaica, were arrived at that ftatc 
of population which did not require a freffi importation of ne- 
groes. He had laft year gone into this very minutely, and had 
aflerted, that in the year 1787, all the iflands were in a fitu- 
ation not to require any importation of Haves, unlefs for the 
purpofe of increafing the cultivation ; and it being granted that 
this, of all others, was the worft reafon for continuing the 
flave trade, he w'ould pledge himfelf to fliew to the Commit- 
tee, that Jamaica, in the year 1787, had a fufficient number 
of negroes, and therefore, after four years of importation, 
greater in number than former years had been, they muft now, 
in that ifland, if the idea of increafing the cultivation is given 
up, be prepared, as well as the others, for a total abolition,— 
W ith regard to the ceded iflands, fome diftinftion might be 
proper, but that was no reafon why the abolition fliould not 
be immediate in the reft ; and whatever might be necelTary for 
the ceded iflands, was a point totally diftind, and that ought 
to be argued feparatcly from the other iflands, where, as his 
right honourable frtend had very properly faid, the flaye trade 
had been already condemned. Upon all that was formerly 
urged upon this fubjed, and more ftrongly from the new 
grounds of reafoning which the materials brought forward by 
his right honourable friend had furnilhed him with, he faw the 
greateft reafon to revife the refolutions which* the Houfe had 
come to on the fi rmer night, for which fie certainly would 
vote ; and if he failed in accomplilhing his wifti for an imme- 
diate abolition, he would then agree to any propofition that 
was moft likely to ffiortcn the duration of the Have trade, 

Mr. WILBERFORCE fiiid, it was not his duty to fpeak, 
but his filence mi^ht be mifeonftrued into an acquiefcence 
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ivith any one of the right honourable gentleman^? propofitions, 
which, he declared, was not the cafe. He allowed the right 
honourable gentleman credit for his fairnefs in the manner of 
bringing forward his propofitions, but agreed wkh his right ho* 
nourable friend, who had juft fat down, that all the doSrines, 
and all the additional information, which the ability and induf- 
try of the right honourable gentleman had brought before the 
Cojnmittee, tended more and more to convince them of the 
necelIity‘for a total and immediate abolition of the flave trade. 
He was pleafed to think, from the fpecch of the right honour- 
able gentleman, that all the fubterfuges and pretexts for conti- 
nuing that difgraceful and abominable trade, were entirely 
broken down, by his own declaration of principles and fenti- 
ments, inconfifteiit in every fenfe with its exiftence. He re- 
gretted, however, that his mind feemed to be hampered. The 
refolution of the Houfe, for a gradual abolition, on a former 
night, in his mind, was no reafon at all to direft the Commit- 
tee to ad againft their conferences and convidion now, or in 
any future ftage of the biifmefs. One point w^as entirely given 
up, which the enemies to the abolition had refted much upon 
in all former difeuftions — the importation of convids from Afri- 
ca — which the right honourable gentleman had, in his fpeech, 
ccmplttely abandoned, as an improper and iniquitous part of 
the trade \ but tliis was only one argument of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, which made againft himfelf ; for he. would 
maintain, that all the principles and all the reafonings of the 
right honourable gentleman, were the heft grounds for an im- 
mediate abolition, and he pledged himfelf to prove them fuch, 
when the day of difeuflion came on. He was determined to 
oppofe all the refolutions, and to vote againft them, particu- 
larly the term for aboliftiing the trade \ becaiife if the Houfe 
once agreed that the flave trade was not to be aboliflied for eight 
years, they determined in fad that it may laft for ever. 

Mr. FOX faid, that he had never been more gratified than 
by hearing the fpccches .of the right honourable Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and of the honourable gentleman who fpoke 
laft> and cfpccialiy by that part of the former gentleman’s 
fpecch, in which he fo explicitly ftated, that nothing had yet 
been done by the Houfe that could prevent them, either in 
point of form or of fubftance, from returning again to the con- 
Vol.XXXIL Zx 
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fideration of the qucftion of immediate abolition, for he now 
toped, after the frcfli motives for abolilhing the trade imme- 
diately, which the total inconfiftcncy and impra£licability of 
the right hono?irable gentleman's propofition would undoubt- 
edly furnifli, a bill, conformable to the ideas of the firft mo- 
ver in this bufinefs, would be fufFered to be brought in. He 
Ihould not then enter into the detail of the refolutions, but there 
were two or three obfervations which he thought it neccITary 
not to delay making. The right honourable gentleman feemed, 
by his own account, to imagine, that it was in the very nature 
of a moderate meafure to difpleafe both the two contending 
parties ; and if the fuccefs of his plan of moderation was to be 
judged by this criterion, in this refpeft, he believed, it had the 
moft diftinguiflicd fuccefs# If he judged of its merits, merely 
by that teft, he might go home with the greateft fatisfaftion of 
mind ; for as to all thofe gentlemen who had been on the fide 
of immediate abolition, he could affure him he knew of none 
whatever who would not prefer the throwing out of the bill al- 
together, to the confenting to any bill that fixed fo diftant a 
period as that which had been dated. For himfclf, he had no 
difficulty in fpeaking his own mind upon the fubjeft ; he did 
not know whether he might not confent to an aboUtion in three 
years rather than no abolition ; but if five years was propofed, 
he could not bring his own mind to agree to pafs a bill abolifii- 
ing the trade at fo diftant a period. His rcafon was plain j he 
hoped at a future time to obtain a more early abolition than he 
ihould obtain by confenting to fo diftant an abolition now. — 
The right honourable gentleman himfelf had confirmed him 
in this opinion; for in one part of his fpeech he had held a 
language fo different from the terms by which he had attempt- 
ed to induce the aboJitionifts to confent to a long term, that he 
was only following up the hint of the right honourable gentle- 
man himfelf in refufing to vote for it# If it had been polfible 
indeed to' divide the Houfe into feparate Committees, to fend 
them to different Committee rooms ; the abolitionifts to one, 
the anti-abolitionifts to another ; and if the honourable gen- 
tleman had then divided his fpeech into parts, and had cornel 
fucceffively iiito the different Committee rooms, and fpoken a 
part of his fpeech to each, it might have done well enough ; but 
the misfottune was that each party had now the opportunity of 
4 
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hearing what was faid to the other. The honourable gentle- 
man faid to the one party, You had better vote with me 
for a longer time than you like, otherwife you will get no abo** 
lition at all.” This was very polite language Jto the immedi- 
ate abolitionifts ; but the misfortune was, the anti-abolilionifts 
heard it, and they were thus led to think, that if in any way 
they could throw out the bill, no abolition could take place. 
Ag?iin he faid to them, ** you had better agree to a Ihorter 
“ time, otherwife the trade will be aboliChed immediately ; 
the country will not bear it longer ; the Houfe of Commons 
will not bear it, it was a condemned trade ; and for fear of 
fomething worfe, you had better yield.” Mr. Fox declared, 
he fully agreed with the right honourable gentleman in this 
laft threat which he had held out ; he had taken courage from 
it\ for his part, his fears of a perpetual Have trade (if thefe 
refolutions were negatived) were abated by the right honour- 
able gentleman’s own threat to the other gentlemen, and he 
alTiired thofe gentlemen who were againft abolition, that if 
they difapproved a bill to abolilh the trade in five years he would 
mdft unqueftionably agree with them and join in throwing it 
out. He approved of the addrefs in part, but as to the idea of 
meddling with internal regulations in the iflands, he thought 
that an affair in which there might be fome little danger, and 
from which no adequate degree of good was likely lo arife. If 
their own fenfe of duty, as well as their own intereft in 
improving the population by good ufage of the prefent negroes, 
would not be a fufficient inducement to the provincial legi- 
flatures, he had no idea that a recommendation from this coun- 
try would have any gre^it weight. The right honourable gen- 
tleman had argued that the prefent ftate of the Weft-Ipdia laws 
was no proof of the degraded ftate of the negroes, and had com- 
pared it to the ftate of our laws againft Roman Catholics, 
which were in truth donnant. The cafes were widely differ- 
ent — the one, thofe in the cafe of the Catholics here, truly 
llept, no individuals put them in execution, and if no a£lion 
was brought upon thofe laws, no aftual mifehief to the Papifts 
came from them — but as to the Weft- India laws they refpeft- 
cd the whole perfonal proteftion of the flaves — the flaves had no 
redrefs of any grievance — ^they had no protedion of law what- 
ever. Their mafters alfo^ who were the oppofite party, wens 
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the Icgiflators, who both rcfufed them the protcftion' of law 
and themfelvcs exercifed individually the moft arbitrary power 
over them. The famous law of Barbadoes enacted that if a 
fiiafter killed his flave in the way of punifliment, the mailer 
was to fuffer no penalty of punilliment whatever. If indeed, 
he murdered a Have by wanton cruelty, the law faid he Ihould 
fuffer the penalty of fifteen pounds — whether in currency, or 
in fterling made fomc difference certainly, and he was not fure 
in which of thefe coins it was that this enormous penalty for 
murdering a fellow-creature was to be levied. As to the parts 
of the right honourable gentleman’s propofition, he was almoil 
prevented by difguft from going into them ; Hill it was his duty 
to fj)cak of them ; the right honourable gentleman had now 
quite given up the principle on whic li the whole jullice of the 
Have trade had been founded ; for he had fairly acknowledged, 
that the people to be tranfported were not to be criminals. He 
had thought (and truly enough as to that matter) that there was 
danger to the illands from the tranfportation of African con- 
victs, and he had therefore confined the trade to the troixfporta- 
tion of innocent children. In future the flave traders were 
only to be allowed to (teal away children from their mlfcrable 
parents. This was the remedy which th? right homiurable 
gentleman’s moderation had fuggefted ! This was thought no 
hardlhip and no injuflice ; it was prefumed they were Haves al- 
ready, and were bred ifp for fale. The fact, as every one 
knew who was acquainted with the evidence, w^as diieftly the 
contrary. Thofe who were held in a Hate of llavcry, never 
were fold to flave ftiips, except for crimes. This was a noto- 
rious thing. Thefe barbarians, thefe favages, as we confidered 
them, entertain fuch a horror of our flave trade, that they ne- 
ver fell any of their own flaves to our flave (hips, unlefs they 
have firft committed a crime ; they have too much compaffion 
and bowels of mercy, favage as w^e call them, to part to us with 
the flaves that work for them, unlefs they become conviils. 
How then were thefe children to be obtained r But there were 
other difficulties which were fuch as to (liew the total imprafti- 
cability of the right honourable gentleman’s plan. They were 
none of them to be conviftsi becaufe thefe would be too dan- 
gerous ; and yet one of his ideas was, that there Ihould be men 
twenty.fivc years old fold to us ! How was this age to exclude 



DEBATES. 


A. 1792U 


357 


convifts ? were there no convifts in our country under that 
age ? he believed by much the greater number of them were be* 
low it. Again, how was their age to be afcertained ? Where 
was the baptifmal regifter on the coaft of Africa to which they 
were to go and look into for the ages of all thefe children ? 
How, he would afle, was the Captain to know a girl of flxicen 
from a girl of feventeen ? How then could he tell whether 
he was breaking the aft of Parliament or not ? In fhort, no-t 
thing could be plainer than the imprafticability of this very 
fcheme of partial and gradual abolition, which neverthelcft 
had been fo confidently maintained,* chiefly on the very ground 
of its being fuperior on account of its prafticability. The 
mediate abolition was a fimple, plain, prafticable meafurc, 
founded both in policy and juftice, and the Houfe would only 
find ilfelf involved in inextricable difficulties, and led into the 
mod dreadful injufiicc, if it (hould take half meafures, and at- 
tempt to legalize in any degree a thing fo indefenfible as the 
flave trade. Mr. Fox faid, he was happy to hear the right ho- 
nourable gentleman avow one principle, which he had done 
fairly and manfully, namely, that no importations were to be 
permitted on the principle of improving new lands, but merely 
on that of maintaining the prcfeiit cultivation and population. 
This had given him confiderable comfort, for if the right ho- 
nourable gentleman and the Houfe would but abide by this 
principle, and enter fairly into that confideration, he had no 
doubt whatever of their being completely fatisfied, that the 
prefent flock could be kept up and did now fully maintain it- 
felf without taking any imported negroes into the account. 
The Houfe therefore on examining this fubjeft, which he 
would not enter into then, would, he was perfiiaded, vote an 
immediate abolition of the trade, As to Jamaica, it liad ftruck 
him, and mufl have ftruck the Houfe, the moment the great 
importations into the ifland were mentioned, that the caufe of 
them was the quantity of uncleared lands in that ifland ; the 
population of Jamaica had been Hated by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and he was lure would be proved, to the fatisfac- 
into of every man in the Houfe, when they went into it, fully 
to maintain itfelf; he could not help lamenting, that the right 
honourable gentleman fliould have fo early, and, he thought, fo 
haftily, pledged himfelf to a gradual abolition, withom previ* 
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oudy looting into the evidence and acquainting bimfelf with 
the facls which bore upon the fubjeft, and that he fhould have 
led the Houfe on a former night, to agree with him in his ge- 
Deral propofition, of inferting the word gradual into the mo- 
tion, He hoped they would now fee the imprafticability of 
effediing the abolition, in the manner that had been fo haftiiy 
hddbut. As to the queftion of compenfation, he thought that 
ought to be confidered completely, as a feparate fubjedl of con- 
iideration. The abolition of the flave trade did not depend, on 
the leaft, on the declfion of that matter ; let gentleman make 
out a cafe, and it (hould be fairly heard by the Houfe ; but let 
it not be thought that the Britifti Parliament was to fatisfy any 
obligations, or to evade the difeharge of them (if fuch there 
were) by afts of injuftice towards the Africans, who were no 
parties to the contradl. We muft fettle ourfelves the claims 
that might be made on us, and not commit injuftice in Africa; 
in order to get rid of the obligation. He did not wifli, in ei- 
ther way, to preclude the queftion of compenfation ; but /et he 
thought the right honourable gentleman had gone much too 
far. There was a complaint fomc time ago, Mr. Fox faid, 
that we had not fufFered lumber to go from America to the 
Weft Indies, as before the American troubles. Was there 
any talk of compenfation then ? Why, then, was a compen- 
fation preflTed for not fuffering flaves to be carried ? In the 
former cafe, there was a much more natural ground of com- 
plaint than in the latter ; for in the cafe of the flave trade, there 
was a radical violation of jufticc, while in the other cafe there 
might be fomething of a reafonable and almoft a natural claim, 
from the vicinity of the American continent. As to the agita- 
tion of this queftion, which the right honourable gentleman had 
deprecated, there he muft completely differ from him. The 
queftion never could ceafe from being agitated, till the trade 
was aboliftied. Could it be thought that the honourable mo- 
ver, who had given fo many years to it, and was fo fully con- 
vine^ by a long inveftigation of the fubjeft, of the truth of 
all that he had advanced, would quietly give it over, and be 
filcnt for eight years ? Would the country continue likewife 
filent f There would be a general eledion before that time, 
,and was it poflible to conceive men’s minds would then be at 
reft when they had interefted themfclves fo warmly, fo anxi« 
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ouflyi and fo generally as they have done? Would not gen- 
tlemen’s elcftions be aflFeiled by this queftion ? would not the 
fubje£l be revived by the contending parties, and the ftruggte 
break out continually with the greateft heal and violence ? He 
did not mean to fay that gentlemen ought to be induced by a 
fear of this fort to vote againft a meafure which they thought 
wrong in their confciences ; but they muft not imagine the 
agitation of the fubjefl; would be over. It was impoflible to 
fuppofe it. No man, however romantic in thecaufe of flavery^ 
however enthufiaftic for injuilice, could be (o wild as to fancy 
that either the country, or the friends of the abolition in the 
Houfe, would let this trade go on undifturbed for eight years 
longer. He wilhed fomc alteration to be made in the manner 
of bringing on the refolutions — namely to bring on firft, that 
refolutlon by which the term of the flave trade’s continuance 
was to be decided . The merit or demerit of many of the other 
refolutions might depend on this — and it would in every refpefl: 
he tho\ight be better. He fliould then wifli to move firft, the 
queftion of immediate abolition, which he hoped would be car- 
ried, confirmed, as every argument in favour of it now was, by 
what had appeared this day to be the right honourable gentle- 
man’s plan. If it iliould not, he (liould move a term of one 
year, then of two years, and fo on ; it would then be fairly 
tried what was that term which the Houfe fliould be willing to 
adopt. 

Mr. DUNDAS rofe to explain. He faid, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman could not pofitivcly know whether he had 
read the volumes he alluded to before he moved the amendment 
or afterwards, but he could appeal to witneflTes then in the 
Houfe that his opinion then on the fubjeft was formed three 
years ago, and that after he had perufed thTc report of the Corn*- 
mittee of the Privy Council. .With regard to the honourable 
gentleman’s propofition as to the mode of proceeding, Mr. 
Dundas fald, he thought it was a very fair one, and had no 
manner of objedion to adopting it ; he would therefore on Wed- 
nefday move for the immediate abolition of the flave txade^ 
meaning to give his negative to it. 

Lord SHEFFIELD faid, hewasforry the enthufiafm of 
his right honourable friend (Mr. Fox) mifled him fo far> 
as to make him fancy there was fo prodigious a majority of 
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the public in favour of immediate abolition. He believed 
he had converfed with as many perfons on that fubje6i as 
any man ; and he declared, that he found an immenfe ml-' 
jority agaiiiH; immediate abolition. At all events he flatter* 
ed iiiinfelf, that none of the ftrong expreflions, or the kind 
of arguments he had then heard, would prevent any Mem- 
bers from giving their votes according to their real opinion. 
But he rofe principally to fay a few words, in refpeft to a 
new and very unjuftifiable mode of attack and accufation, 
which had lately taken place in that Houfe. Some gentle- 
men thought proper privately, and in the mofi: concealed 
manner, to fearch for evidence, from any quarter, of hor- 
rid flories, and without due examination, or the leaft no* 
tice to the parties, let them burfl all at once upon the 
Houfe. To exert eloquence to inflame the public againfl a 
man, was the fure means of preventing him from having a 
fair trial, and was deteilable and improper in a high degree. 
In the cafe of Captain Kimber, we had a melancholy in- 
ilance of the elFed of malice and credulity. He acknow- 
ledged he was much iinprefled by the ftory he had heard, 
and was anxious to promote an inquiry^ that the guilty 
might be punjflied, or the innocent cleared. He faid, he 
had examined the affair thoroughly for which Captain Kim- 
berwas committed, namely, cruelty towards a negro girl ! 
and he had no hefitation in faying, that there was not tlie 
leaft foundation for a criminal profecution againft that cru- 
elly injured man. Yet he is in Newgate and in ij*ons, and 
he cannot have the opportunity of a trial fooner than the 
7th of June. At the fame time the cxpence will be very 
great. He concluded, by faying, he hoped it was nnnecef- 
fary to fay more to difluade gentlemen from fuch unfair at- 
tacks on men who could not defend themfelves, and whofe 
charaSers, though innocent, were irreparably injured in 
the eyes of the Public. He then gave notice, that if any 
thing of thejeind happened again, he lliould infill on bring- 
ing evidence to the bar, that the bufinefs might be ex* 
amlned. 
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.Mr. WILBERFORCE fald, he knew not whether the 
word malice was applied to him. [Lord Sheffield faid 
aloud — by no means], I have only then, faid Mr. Wil- 
berforce, to clear myfelf from the imputation of credulity; 
for it ceruinly was not my bufinefs to inform Captain Kim* 
her of the charges againft him. If I have evidence that a 
man has committed a murder, I am not to inform him that . 
I mean to profecute him, and fo give him warning to fave 
himfelf by flight. The information refpedling. Captain 
Kimber was communicated to me by a man that failed with 
him, who added, that the furgeon knew more than he. 
I’his man and the furgeon were examined apart, their evi- 
dence agreed, and they mentioned other perfons whofe evi- 
dence alfo agreed with theirs. I wifli that Captain Kimber 
may be able to clear himfelf; but I cannot dilTcmble the 
convi<Slion of my own mind, the refult of honeft and care- 
ful inquiry. I have found every charge of abufe as peremp- 
torily denied in theflrfl inflance, and I have found, that to 
inquire, was to be convinced. All the circum fiances of an- 
other cafe, were treated at firft as neither true nor credible ; 
in the Court of Common Pleas they were all proved. If I 
am chargeable with any thing on this fubjefl, it is with 
mentioning fo few of the ahufes that have been proved to 
me, and with having brought forward only thofe which 
Were accompanied with leaft circumfiances of cruelty. 

Lord SHEFFIELD faid, he had imputed malice to the 
evidence only ; fully perfuaded, that if the honourable gen- 
tleman had thought it fo, he would not have relied upon 
it. had made particular inquiries into the charge 
againft Captain Kimber, and was fully convinced that he was 
innocent. 

Mr. DRAKE faid, he was not one of thofe who had (la- 
mina enough, to be able to give his fufixage at feven o’clock 
in the morning: he had ftai J, the laft time the quefiion was 
agitated, as long as he poffibly could, but was at length 
wearied out, and obliged to retire ; he would therefore take 
that opportunity of faying a few words while he was able. 
He had imagined that they W’cre to have had no deblSte that 
Vot.XXXU. 3 A ^ 
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ev^ningy from what had bisen fatd by the right honourable 
mover of the propol'itions, and from the manner in which 
the fuhje£t had been fpoken to by the honourable gentle- 
man who had fpoken after hinit who was an honouf to hu- 
man nature, but whofe generofity in the caufe of the Afri- 
cans was carried almoft to a degree of infanity. But the 
right honourable gentleman who had followed him, had ta- 
ken a wide field of argument, and had held a language 
which he regretted, to hear from a gentleman pofTeffingfuch 
grandeur of underftanding and fuch potency of argument. 
The right honourable gentleman had talked of their confil- 
tueiits? he declared for one that he fat there as a free fub- 
je£l, his conilituents were the people of England, to ferve 
them he was fent there, by a few who had the privilege of 
eIe£iion. He would always flick by the people of England ; 
but he fcorned to hold a feat in that Houfe on any other 
terms than thofe of freedom, and as a freeman. He little 
therefore expe£led to have heard fuch language from a right 
honourable gentleman who the other day had fo nobly burft 
out 

Ju/ium ac unacemfropojiti virum 
iV#« Civium ardor ^ prava jubentium 
** Non vultui inftantis tyrrani 
“ Mente quant folidaJ** 

Mr. Drake fald, humanity and juflice were infeparable, that 
the Weft-India iflands were private property, and were to 
hi confjdered as the vitals of the conftitutipn, he therefore 
ihould vote for the gradual abolition. 

Mr. FOX faid, he was glad the honourable gentleman 
bad given him an opportunity of explaining. Ifbewas un- ^ 
derllood to have faid, that they were bound to vote fo and 
becaufe tfaeir conilituents defired them to do fo, he was 
completely mifunderflood. He was againft the opinion of 
a gradual abolition, as neither founded in mercy nor juf- 
tice^ but be had gruardedly told the right honourable gentle* 
man, tlut if he thought the^jueflion of the abolition would 
be fet at reft by carry ti^ his propofitionsi be was miftaken, 

4 
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for they would hear of it at the general eledlion. With re- 
gard to that Houfef Mr* Fox contended^ that it was a» vital 
part of the. conftitution to be conlidered as a deliberative af* 
fetnbly, and that they were to argue, to liflen, to inquire^ 
and to determine, but in great and important queftions it 
was of advantage to know what was the opinions of their 
conftituents, in order to form their own opinion. 

, Colonel TARLETOW faid, though other gentlemen 
have dealt largely in violent invedlive, and confucned much 
of the time of the Houfe in attempting to affix an indelible 
iligma on the African trade, and almoll a general crimina- 
tion on all perfons who have ever been concerned in it : as 
I do not envy them their feelings, I (hall not adopt their 
example by entering. minutely into every branch of the 
queftion of abolition. Though 1 think 1 might alTume 
fome privilege on account of the iituation in which I ftand> 
as one of the reprefentatives of a great and important com« 
iliercial town, yet I lhall equnlly indulge myfelf and the 
Houfe in confining what I have to fay at prefent to what I 
confider the moil prominent part for this day\ difeuffion* 
As general accufation is commonly more copious than poll- 
tive defence, and more ingenuity, eloquence, and vehe- 
mence, are neceflary to maintain the reverfe of that propo- 
lition, which I have hitherto mod cordially fupported* T 
flxall touch only upon tliofe parts of the fubjedl which are 
bottomed in common fenfe, and can be afeertained by in^ 
quiry and fupported by evidence. I mean ihortly to point 
out to the Houfe the importance of the African trade to a 
very numerous body of the merchants and manufadlurers of 
this country, and confequently to the kingdom at large; 
and then I lhall indulge myfelf in the grateful talk of de- 
fending the chara 6 lers of a number of refpeflaWe individu- 
als, who liave been wantonly attacked with the mod unex- 
ainpled cruelty and malevolence* With regard to the car 
pital engaged in the African trade at Liverpool, my owa 
local knowledge will, I truft, give me the attention of the 
Houfe, and carry with them fome weight andconlldcration# 
One lumdrcd and teu to one hundred and twenty llsips fiiil 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 179I. 

tontially from the port of Liverpool alone, from I2Q 10500 
tons burden, conflruded peculiarly for the Africap trade, 
and unfit for any purpofe of carrying, &c. &c. The ave- 
rage of failors' 35 men to eacn vcflel. An African Ihip 
tvould laft from 20 to 30 years, and there are infiances of 
ipme tailing for near 40 years. 

The cargoes of African fhips confifi of the manufaflures of 
Mancheftcr, Sheffield, and Birmingham, exclufive of many 
articles from the Eaft Indies and from Ireland, and in thefe 
three towns many thoufands of poor maniifadlnrcrs would to- 
tally lofe their employment, and feveral houfes of extenfive 
capitals, who now find bread for them and their numerous fa- 
milies, would be thrown completely out of bulincfs ; becuufc 
there are, in each of thefe places, feveral capital houfes, who 
confine their manufaftures folely to the articles neceflary for 
|he African trade. In Liverpool, befides the merchants, many 
mailers of vcifcls and inferior officers would lofe their lucrative 
ilations, .and many induftrious mechanics, who have fer\'t*d re- 
gular apprenticed ips to, and have, for many years, continued 
Jn, a particular line of bufinefs, for the fabricating articles ex- 
clufivcly required in this trade, W'ould lofe both the capital they 
, have acquired in their prefent (lock, and their future employ- 
ment. The outftt of an African vclTcl is nearly equal to ti;ofs 
of four other veflcls of equal fizc. In fpeaking of the other 
part of the fubjeft, I iliall not borrow any of the violent and 
opprobrious epithets which have been too frequently applied in 
this Houfe to Englilh merchants and refpeilable individuals ; 
but I (hail repel the exaggerated charges made by fomc honour- , 
able gentlemen, relative to the late occurrences at Calabar, by 
ilating fome fadls in an unvarnided manner, which have lately 
come within my knowledge. Colonel Tarleton then adverted 
to Captain Leatham's teftimony : Captain Leathern, of the 
fllip Enterpfize, belonging to Liverpool, who was on the 
coaft, and in the river at the time of the firing, though not 
ptherwiie than as a fpc£lator concerned in the tranfadtion, de- 
clares, and is ready to add the weight of an oath to his tefii- 
mony, that the Britifii Captains from Brifiol and Liverpool 
fired over the town, with a view to intimidate the black traders 
into an obferyance of their contradl, from which they lud 
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treacheroufly flown : that no lives were loft, nor even any per- 
fon whatever wounded thereby. That Captain Phillips, of the 
Thomas, of Briftol, one of the fix fhips in queftion, and fc- 
veral other perfons from the other (hips, Were on (here after 
the firing, and are confeqiiently able to afeertain the fallacy of 
the aflertion made to this Houfe. That there are feveral other 
creditable perfons, as well as three natives qf Calabar, now at 
Briftol, w'bo can, and are ready to corroborate the' fame, that 
no French Ihips were in the river at the time, as was falfely 
ftated to this Houfe. That the entrance into Calabar is form- 
ed by nature in fuch a manner, that it is next to an impoflibi- 
lity to get out of the harbour without the afliftance of the na- 
tives ; of coiirfe, we are entirely in their power during our 
ftay in the river ; and if we do offend them, they have the 
means of punifhing the aggrclfor, by detaining him as long as 
they think proper ; a circumftancc which, previous to' this pe- 
riod, they have frequently taken advantage of, and no doubt 
would have done it in this cafe, had they thought they had been 
dealt with either unjuftly or injurioiifly. On the contrary, the 
fcyeral Captains alluded to received, on their departure, cvciy 
friendly afliftance the natives could afford them. From this 
ftatement of Captain Leatham’s, from the offered d'epofitions 
of the perfons concerned, which may eafily be obtained, I may 
fairly prefume that 1 have overthrown all the tales of robbery, 
devaftation, and murder at Calabar, which refounded in this 
Houfe, and were echoed through the country ; and I mayjuftly 
infer, that it is one thing to rail, another to accufe. An ac- 
cufation requires a charge — it muft fix the crime — it muft mark 
the perfon — it muft be proved by arguments, and fupporied by 
evidence. Shall 1, tlierefore, faid the Colonel, compare what 
has been laid within thefc walls, with what has teally been 
done on the coaft of Africa ? No, Sir, I (hould lofe my pa- 
tience, if I turned my attention only for a moment on the de- 
lufivc reprefentation held forward to this Houfe* 1 like not 
the recital of real horrors ; nor can I expatiate on the talcs of 
a creative imagination. 1 rejoice in the vindication of inno* 
cence ; and 1 cannot but fincerely regret that I was not fiir- 
nifhed with the invincible ihield of truth, to repel this tnif- 
chievous and malignant (haft on a former occafion* 
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Mr. WlLBERFORCE faid, their being difmifled was no 
proof that they were innocent ; the account rather tended to 
confirm than coniradid what he had faid ; and if the forms of 
ihe Houfe would admit, he was ready to prove evei:y aifertion > 
be had made on thb fubjed. 

Colonel TARLETON faid, there was a wide difference 
between the crimes dated by the honourable gentleman, and 
an omiffion in the execution of their duty, for which the Cap* 
tains were difmilTed. 

Mr. WlLBERFORCE faid, if the omiflion imputed to 
them was firing over the town infteadof into it, he fliould prove, 
whenever an opportunity was given him, that they were well 
entitled to be reftored to their fituations. 

Mr. ROLLE faid, he wwld never vote on popular opinion. 
If he fhould differ from his confiituents, he would rather refign 
his feat in Parliament, than vote againft his confcience, as 
many Members, he feared, had done on the abolition of the 

flavc tradc.-^ [For this expreflion he was called to order, and 

explained.] He concluded, with profeffing himfelf a friend 

to the gradual abolition. 

Mr. DUNDAS faid he fliould move, as his firft propofition, 
on Wednefday, that the trade be finally abolifhed in the year 
l8co. This would give thofe, who wxrc for immediate abo- 
lition, an opportunity of an amendment, and bring the term, 
at which the final abolition mufl: take place, to a decifion. 

Mr* FOX faid, this would not be a fair mode of fixing the 
-term ; becaufe gentlemen, who might vote for abolition in 
1800, in preference to immediate abolition, if they had only 
to cl^ufe between the two, might yet wifti for an earlier period 
than 1800. 

Mr* Chancellor PITT agreed with Mr. Fox, and fuggeft- 
ffd a mode of deciding on different periods fucceffively. 

The Chairman left the chair, reported progrefs, and alked 
kave to fit again on Wednefday. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Tuejday^ 24/A April 

Sir JOHN CALL moved the order of the day, which was 
for the fecond reading of the Winc-liccnce bill. 
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A ihoit converfation took placC) in which Mr. Bramftoti and 
others took part, on Ac dangerous tendency of the bill i and 
Lord William Ruflell on the propriety and neceflity of it, which 
his Lord Aip deduced from feveral inflances which occurred to 
him as Magiftratc for the county of Surrey. 

The bill was then read a fecond time, and ordered to be 
committed to a Committee of the whole HouTe on Monday 
next. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Wednejday^ 2 yh April 

Mr. DUNDAS moved the order of the day, which was for 
the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a Committee of the "whole 
Houfe, to confider farther of the abolition of the African Have 
trade. ^ 

The Speaker left the chair, and the Houfe refolved itfelf into 
a Committee accordingly. Sir William Dolben in the chair. 

Mr. Dundas then moved his fird refolution, which was read 
as follows: 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, that it Aall not 
be lawful to import any African negroes into the Britifh co- 
Ionics or plantations, in ftips owned and navigated by Bri- 
** tiA fubjeds, at any time after the ift of January, 1800.” 

Lord SHEFFIELD faid, he was glad they had at laft bc*- 
forc them propofitions in any degree prafiicablc. His view 
was, to obtain not merely the gradual abolition of the Have 
trade, but alfo the abolition of a mifehievous difeuflion. His 
wi A had been, to promote a ceflation of the trade by removing 
its nccelTity ; but he had not conlidered the limitation of time 
or numbers as expedient or praSicable. However, he was 
difpofed to favour the outline of the righ]: honourable gentle- 
man’s plan, who, he thought, deferved the thanks of the coun- 
try for the part he had taken. He greatly preferred the prefent 
plan to that of lad year, which propofed the dangerous and 
violent mcafure of dopping the ports of the Wed Indies by a ' 
Briti A a£t. Although we had a right to fay, the (lave trade 
Aould not be carried on in our Aips, we Aould not pretend ta 
fay the coloiltds Aould not be Applied by other means. If we 
<;hoj(e to give up the Apply of ouriflands, it did not fcdlowthat 
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iKt Jiave a right to fiarve them. ' Som^ humane ^nt!emen 
inight fay;, they ihould. not have live ptovifions carried in our 
)bips» becauie It was cruel to put animals to death ; we had as 
much right to fay one as the dther ; and he infifted j that what- 
^cr more might W neceflary beyond the prohibition of the 
trade in our fliips) hiufl be done by the V/eft-India AijEbmbllesl 
We had already tried the experiment of fliutiing the port of 
Bofton ; It would not anfwcr better in the Weft Indies. ]^e- 
fides, we had fi nee given up alt pretenfions to do it ; for the a6t 
tf the year 1778 referves only the right of impofing duties for* 
the regulation of commerce, and regulation and abolition were 
different things. He faid, the immediate abolltionills endea- 
voured to impute inhumanity to thofe who did not join in their 
wild mode of cffccling the ceflation of the flave trade ; but ui 
truth the inhumanity vras on the part of thofe who inflame the 
negroes to their deftruS ion, and when infurreftion takes place, 
our declaimers would be deemed the murderers, not thofe who 
oppofed their extravagant meafures. It was certain, our dif- 
jcuffions would not be underftood, and our negroes would not 
comprehend efforts in favour of the inhabitants of Africa, which 
da nothing for them- He faid, he was forry to obferve that 
we had men in this country capable of dirperllng mutilated ac« 
counts ambng them to excite difeohtent. As to the petitions, 
he declared they rather rendered him averfe to abolition ; not 
one had the honefty to fay, we arc ready to compenfate for our 
humanity. He knew they were not the voluntary expreflions 
cf the people, but far the greater part had been procured by af- 
fociations ; and he (hould ever condemn fuch attempts to con- 
trol the deliberations of Parliamenti as he thought them highly 
linconKlitutional. He concluded by faying, that a (hortcr time 
for the abolition of the trade than the year 1800 would be inef-. 
&AuaI. 

Lord MORNINGTON began with declaring, that how- 
mr ready he might be to admit that the plan propofed by his 
right honourable friend (Mr. Dundasj was fraught with advan- 
tages material and important, yet notwithftanding that, it was 
infufficient to the hopes that had always aduated his mind ever 
iiDce the period at yi^hich he had firff beilowedanyconfidetatioa 
on the fubjed. The great blow to the trade, however, he was 
;foe to acknowledge,^ was firuck, and be could not but feel 
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furprlfe at the propofition of his right honourable friend being 
fliort of an immediate abolition, when he recolledied the maf- 
tcrly hand of him by whom they were framed ; when he re- 
collefled the eminent talents he poflefled, and^ fo fuccefsfully 
employed in the fervice of the country ; and much more, if he 
confidered them as coming from one of fincerity, of zeal, of 
labour, and of diligence ; qualities which in his right honour- 
able friend he knew fo eminently to exift. But the defeft did 
not arife from the want of zeal or abilities of its propofer. The 
defeft arofe from the nature of the trade itfelf. It was a trade 
which, from its very nature, admitted of nothing like modifi- 
cation or amendment ; between right and wrong there could 
be no compromife. We could not modify injufiice : arid he 
could not help faying, that the refolution, as it now fiood, was 
a mere propofal to moderate injufiice. If we were to purebafe 
the right of being unjuft, welliould purchafe it at our own ex- 
pence. He faid, he (hould not go into the detail of the plan 
of the right honourable gentleman, but (hould con(;ne hiinfelf 
to the firft refolution, becaufe if hefhouldfucceed in the amend- 
ment which he (hould propofe, the other part of the propofed 
plan would become unneceffary. There was another reafon 
why he (hould confine himfelf to this part, and that was, that 
the detail of the fubjedt had been fo ably managed, that nothing 
remained to be added to it at the prefent time j it liad had its 
cfFeft on the Houfe ; and after the refolution which the Houfe 
had entered into, it was no longer inveSive to call the (lave 
trade inhuman and unjuft. • It was fo declared by the vote of 
that Houfe, and it was admitted to be fo even by thofe who 
fupported it. The queftion therefore was now not whether 
“ the (lave trade (hall be abolilhed but, “ how long (hall 
“ we continue to be unjuft ? — ^To what period (hall we pro- 
long our injuftice ? — How long (hall we carry on a traffic 
‘‘ which we ourfelvcs condemn and declare to be inhuman 
He really thought it was nearly needlefs to proceed farther on a 
point fo plain, that he (hould be outrun by the feelings of the 
Hoiife, and that they would anticipate what he ought to pro-> 
pofe. But yet there were fome who had been, and perhaps 
might be yet, of a different opinion from that wliich be had* 
formed upon this fubje£l. Some had thought that we (hould 
l|p unjuft for ten years ; others thought it was enough for us 
Vot. XXXII. |b 
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to be unjud for fivryears ; others that we (hould be unjull for 
{even years ; that the prefent century (hould continue in dif- 
grace, and that jullice was to commence its operation with the 
opening of another century ! But this, he truftedi would not 
be the fentiments of the Parliament of the prefent brave and 
enlightened people of Great Britain I 

What had been the grounds of the defence of this trade ? — 
That the number of negroes on the iflands were not of them* 
felves fuiiicient to cultivate the iQands — that for that purpofe 
we muft have fre(h importations, and confequently a continu- 
ance of this tiade. It was admitted, that if the negroes now 
in the iflands were fufEcient for the cultivation of them, the 
trade (hould immediately be difcontinued. Now, it would 
appear, that there had been no importation, that in any de- 
gree, of late years, upon the average taken of the whole, bore 
any proportion to the amount of the births and deaths, and 
that the mortality was chiefly among thofe who were recently 
imported. What was the refult of this ? Why, that it was 
perfe£Uy clear that thefe importations were neither neceifary 
nor ufeful. 

With regard to Jamaica, he (hould wifli to take fome no- 
tice of the caufe of the importation ; and he (hould maintain 
the fufliciency of that ifland to fupport itfelf, as was proved by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer on a former debate — not from 
any extraordinary abilities, although the Houfe knew he pof- 
fefled them — but from plain arithmetic, on which there could 
be no difference of opinion, taken from calculations accurately 
i]tiade in the year 1787. It appeared then clearly to the Houfe 
that the mortality on the ifland of Jamaica was only one per 
cent., and even that mortality was to be imputed in a great 
degree to the importation of Africans. The whole number on 
the ifland was about two hundred and fifty thoufand. The 
number in the lift of mortality was only about two thoufand. 
The importotion each year had been ten thoufand. Thus the 
Commhtee (aw that the number of the importation was ten to 
one cochpared to the mortality. To what were we to impute 
thiii ? Not to the climate of Jamaica, he believed ; for, in 
point of fa&i the climate of that ifland was nearly the heft of 
all the iflands* But were there no other confiderations, from 
the year 1787 down to the prefent time ? Certainly there were. 
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He knew particularly well there had been internal regulations 
made for the increafe of the negroes by birth and population. 
Heinew alfo, that the bill of the honourable Baronet, who 
now fat in the chair of the Committee, fo much to his honour 
and to the benefit of the Public, brought into Parliament to 
regulate the mode of tranfporting the negroes from the coaft of 
Africa i had produced a confiderable effeft, the refult of which 
was, that the mortality of thofe now on the ifland would be 
flill lefs than it had been ; then had he not a right to fay, that 
the late importations to Jamaica had been made in fucha man- 
ner, as to meet the event of the total abolition of the trade, or 
clfe for the increafe of the 'cultivation of the ifland ? Now, 
what was to be done with the prodigious number of acres re- 
maining uncultivated, in this ifland ? Was the cultivation to be 
extended ? Certainly not. The point was given up in the 
opening of the prefent propofed plan for the gradual abolition. 
If, therefore, faith was kept with the Public, that the culti- 
vation of the ifland (hould not be attempted to be extended, a 
farther importation would be unneceffary. If not, the extent 
of that part of the ifland, which flill remained uncultivated, 
,was fo great, that, in that cafe, it would be in vain to hope 
that the trade would ever be abolifhed. If we were to wait 
until all the iflands were cultivated, he wilhed to alk, atrwhat 
ex pence of blood, and feenes of horror, they were to be fo ? 
Should we fay, that in this (late pf our revenue — in this ftate 
of our power — in this ftate of our charafler for honour, huma- 
nity, and all the feelings that are fp noble in our nature, that 
all the feenes of blood, of horror, and defolation, which had 
been fo clearly proved to have taken place, fhall flill continue ? 
He hoped, he trufted, that the anfwer would be. No \ That 
Britifh commerce (hould not be ftained with praflices fo foul — 
that the capital of Britifh fubjedls ibould *not be laid out in a 
traffic fo degrading. 

The cafe of the ceded iflands had been dated by his right ho- 
nourable friend on a former day, as differing eifentially from 
that of our other pofleffions. If it dli, he would have no oh- 
jedion to grant them compenfation for the abolition ; but he 
could not confent to keep the trade open on their account, be- 
caufe he was convinced fuch a meafure would defeat the objeft 
which the i^egiflature had in view in aboUfhlng the trade. It 
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had been faid/ that people had been encouraged to purchafe 
lands in thofe iflands, and extend the cultivation of them. It 
ivas true ; but it ought to be remembered, that when grants 
were made to them by the Crown, certain conditions were an- 
nexed to them, fcWhich the grantees were bound to fulfil. One 
of tliefe was, that within a given and fpecified time they fliould 
clear and cultivate fuch a number of acres. Where fleps had 
been taken to fulfil that condition, he was ready to admit, that 
if the grantees v^ere flopped fliort by Parliament, and the flave 
trade Ihut up, they were entitled to compenfation. The fame 
could not be faid of thofe who had negleSed to perform this 
engagement ; they could not in juflice call for compenfation 
for a lofs which they had not fuftained, for reimburfement of 
fums that ought to have been, but that had not in point of fa£k 
been laid out in clearing and planting new grounds. If they 
fbould now begin to plant them, he could not think Parlia- 
ment bound to allow them compenfation, becaufe it would ap- 
pear, that after fo long a negleft, they were afting only on 
the fpur of the occafion. He was willing, however, to inquire 
into the cafe of the planters in the ceded iflands, and to make 
them fuch compenfation as fliould be fairly made out to be due 
to them in confequence, not of any negleft of tLeir own, but 
of any aft of the Legiflature. Money ought not to be confi- 
dcred as of equal value with blood. 

It had been faid that the. African flave trade had been fanc- 
tloned by the Legiflature, and carried on under a pofitive com- 
paft, to which Parliament was a party , and that the merchants 
and planters, having embarked their property under the autho- 
rity of the Legiflature, in a line of bulinefs which could not be 
purfued without the aififlance of flaves, , the Have trade could 
not be aboliflied without injuftice, if not ruin to the individu- 
als concerned in it. This objeftion, however fpecious, was 
far from being folid ; for, lookiiig into the flatute, whicli the 
merchants and planters confidered as their charter on this occa- 
fion, he could not find the fliadqw of any compaft, of which 
an abolition of the trade, however immediate, could be called a 
violation. On the contrary, he was convinced that if the plan- 
ters and merchants would adhere faithfully to Ihe letter and 
Jpirit of that flatute, it would operate, not as an encouragement 
to the Have trade, but to its abolition. 
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By the ftatute, to which he alluded, all perfons concerned in 
this trade were reftrained, under the penalty of looL# for each 
individual breach or infraSion of the law, fnm taking or 

procuring any African flave by force, violence, fraud, or 

indireft means whatever.’* From this it appeared, that 
the trade, as it had hitherto been carried on, not only was not 
fanflioned, but abfolutely prohibited by the Legiflature under 
heavy penalties ; and if he thought that it was polTible to enforce 
thofe penalties, he would not call for an abolition of the trade, 
bccaufe this very aft, by which it was faid to have been fanc- 
tioncd, would necefTarlly effeft the extinftion of it, unlcfs it 
could be carried on without fraud, violence, or indireft means ; 
and as he knew it could not, he was fully fatisfied that the 
merchants would be the firft to renounce it, if the penaltieil 
could be levied as often as they (hould be incurred. 

Here then was tfiebond on which the anti-abolitionifts dwelt 
fo much. But did it fupport the arguments that they built 
upon it? Very far from it ; he admitted, indeed, that it gave 
them authority to purchafe flaves ; but if he might borrow an 
allufion from our great Poet, he would fay, it gave them not i 
drop of bh'od ; they might take the pound of flefli ; but they 
derived not from the bond, a right to fpill blood. They were 
not to wage war, or caufe it to be waged ; they were not to 
procure Haves by violence, fraud, or indireft means ; .nor treat 
them, when procured, in fuch a manner as to endanger their 
lives. So that this very aft, which was the charter under 
which the trade was carried on, was the moft complete con- 
demnation of it. 

But it had been urged by the anti-abolitionifts, and by a no- 
.ble Lord in particular, that Parliament had not a right to pre- 
vent the planters from fupplying themfelves with negroes, or 
making the moft of their eftates, in which themfelves and their 
creditors were fo deeply interefted. This he denied ; for Par- 
liament had often taken fteps, and was materially affefted ; it 
had laid additional duties upon their fugars ; it had varied the 
terms on which they might be exported from this country, and 
alfo the terms on which foreign fugars might he imported ; 
nay Parliament had gone fo far as to prohibit the importa- 
tion of proyilions into the AVeft-lndla iflands, without which 
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negroes could not be of any ufe, in any other than Britifh 
bottoms. , 

Upon the whole, then, he would contend that the flavc trade 
having been carried on in a manner that miliated diredly againil 
the ad of Parliament, by which it was tolerated, and it being 
next to an impofTibility that it (hould be carried on without vi- 
oknce, fraud, injtillice, and indired means, the Legiflature 
might, without a breach of compad, or of juilice, annihilate 
it from this very moment. 

The iirft time that the nation heard of this trade, or at lead 
the firft time any notice was taken of it by the Legiflature, 
w’as in the reign of Charles IL when a Company was formed 
and incorporated under the denomination of merchant-ad ven* 
turers to the coafl of Africa : at the head of it was placed James 
Duke of York, afterwards King James IL a name ever inauf- 
picious to liberty. By the ad by which the King’s charter was 
confirmed, power was given to the Company to frequent the 
Coafl of Africa from the port of Salee on the coafl of Barbary 
inclufively, to the Cape of Buona Efperanza, or Cape of Good 
I lope, alfo inclufively, and to take flaves from the regions, 
coaits, climates, ftates, dominions, &c.&c. of the whole con<« 
tlnent of Africa, from the time of granting the faid letters pa- 
tent for the term of one thoufand years ! ! ! 

His Lordihip read a palTage from the ad, flating all thefe 
particulars, and obferved, that unfortunately for thofc who 
were concerned in this trade, not one African Prince, State, 
or individual, Was a party to this magnificent grant, by which 
whole nations, completely fovereign and independent, were 
given away, without their knowledge or confent. 

Upon the whole then, he was for an immediate abolition of 
the flavc trade, becaufc in the firfl place its continuance, after 
it had been condemned as cruel and unjufl, would be a difgrace 
to the nation ; and in the next, it could be aboliflied without 
injury to the Weft Indies. Had he, been reduced to the dilem- 
ma of confenting to the continuance of a trade which had been 
juftly called a crime by a right honourable gentleman over 
againfl him, (Mr. Fox) or by aboliihing it, efFedling the ruin 
of our colonies, he hoped he ihould have courage enough to do 
his duty, and avoid the commiflion of that crime ; but he thank- 
td God lie was not reduced to fuch an alternative, lapd that he 
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could put an end to the ciime, without injury to thofe colo- 
nies. Some perfons being beaten out of every other hold, had 
refolved to make their laft fland on this ground, that it would 

be in vain for us to give up the flave tikde, for it would be 

carried on by other nations ; fo that the Africans could not 

derive any advantage from our felf-denial.” To this he 
would fay, that he hoped no nation would purfue a traffic, 
which the greateft commercial nation in the world was about 
to abandon, as an outrage upon juftice and humanity ; but 
ihould he be miftaken, all he would fay was, that it would be 
neverthelefs our duty to renounce a trade, which could not be 
fupported but by murder and fraud ; and if he was capable of 
bellowing a curfe upon an enemy, the greateft he could wifh 
any nation, to which this country might be hoftile, would be, 
that it (hould take up the (lave trade, the moment we fhould 
have laid it down. We owed an example to Europe ; we had 
been the firft to fandion this abominable trade ; we ought, 
therefore, to be eager to exprefs our repentance and horror, 
and to declare to all the world our refolution to put an end im*- 
mediately to fo inii^uitous a trade. Having faid thus much in 
favour of immediate abolition, he would move ^n amendment, 
which he hoped would be carried ; but (hould it be loll, he 
would ftill agree to a propofition, which, whilft it deprived 
him of the hope of an immediate abolition, would bring the 
trade to the next (horteft termination. He concluded, by mov- 
ing, That the words ‘‘ ift of January, 1800, ”• lliould be left 
out, and the words ift of January, I793>*’ inferted in th(Sr 
room. 

Mr. BEAUFOY faid, the motion which the noble Lord has 
made, is fo confonant to the earnell wifhcs I have formed, from 
my earlieft youth, that if I now rife to flute any doubts on the 
fubje£l, it is with the hope, that in the courfe of the debate 
thofe doubts may be eSedually removed ; and that the conclu- 
fions of my underflanding may ultimately correfpond with the 
didates of my heart. 

The noble Lord has declared, that the Britifh Legiflature 
will never confent to a compromife with injuflice. But I 
much fear that fuch a compromife is impofed upon us by an 
invincible necelfity — a greater power than we can contradid 
has fubjeded us to the cruel obligation. For on what other 
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principle, than that of an over-ruling ncceflity, do we pretend 
to authorize the continuance in bondage of the 14,000 human 
beings who are now flaves in the fettlements of Britain ? It is 
i^ot juftice which teaches us, that becaufe we have deeply in- 
jured, we have therefore a right to injure. Juftice does not 
teach us, that a long courfe of oppreflion gives us a right to 
opprefs. The Houfe of Commons, in their laft vote for the 
abolition of the trade, have not fo reafoned ; nor is the prin- 
ciple which governed them candidly ftatcd by the noble Lord. 
The Houfe of Commons conceived that the queftion before 
them was not, what is bed, abJiraBedly conftdered^ but what 
is beft, under all the exijiing circumjiances rf the cafe. They 
were anxious to relieve their charafiers from reproach, and 
their minds from the bitter reflexions of upholding a commerce, 
which all acknowledge to be the difgrace and fcourge of our 
fpecies ; yet doubting, at the fame time, if it were poflible, 
fubflantially, and with real effeX for the Africans themfelves, 
to abolifli fuddenly and at once this inhuman traffic, they re- 
folved to adopt, as the beft praXical, though not the beft theo- 
retical, expedient, the meafurc of a gradual abolition. They 
confidered the flave trade not as a choice, but an inheritance ; 
and they wiflied to cfcape from it by fuch means as Ihould be 
found the beft upon the whole. That our anceftors, in an ^ge 
but little removed from our own ; at a period too in which they 
had lately reformed the national religion, and profefled a more 
^an ufual purity both in morals and in worftiip ; that our an- 
ceftors, at fuch a period, ftiould have refolved to eftablifb a 
trade, which violates all the feelings of nature, and tramples 
on all the fanXities of religion, is one of thofe preternatural 
and portentous phenomena which confound the philofopher, 
and appal the Chriftian. But they did eftablifh this traders 
they did extend to this r.trocious commerce the fanXi'^ns of 
law^ andthe aidsof legiflative eucouragement. Thuscircum- 
llanced, the obvious duty to which we are bound, is that of 
lhaking oflf this tremendous legacy, by fuch means as (hall ap- 
pear to be the virifeft and the moft ef&Xual on the whole. It 
is ]that of treading back the line of injuftice, by the fafeft and 
ihoft certain ps^, and of copGdering ih what mode, with the 
leaftbrzrrdtoourfclves, and, above all, with the greateil be- 
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ncfit to the Africans, we (hall relieve the country from th^ 
horrors of the flave trade. 

Sir, in deliberating on this fubjeft, the interefts of the Afri* 
cans thcmfelvcs muft be deemed the primary objefts of atten* 
lion ; but when I fpcak of the Africans, I meawnot toexfiiide 
from the number thofe miferable men who are already, by our 
means, and in our iflands, oppreifed by the calamities of bond- 
age. Now, if the motion of the noble Lord (hould receive the 
concurrence of the Houfe, what is the eflFcfl it will produce 04 
them ? We know, from the accounts on the table, that the 
number of Haves who have been annually imported for the 
ufe of thofe iilands alone, during the lall 20 years, has not 
been lefs, on an average, than 14^000 per annum. From 
other papers on the table wc alfo know, that if the quantity of 
fiigar imported into this country for the five firft years of the 
fame period, be compared with the quantity imported in the 
five lajl years of that period, the incrcafe will be found to be 
little more thad 3000 hogftieads per annum. But if thefefafts 
be admitted, and that they mull be admitted is evident, from 
the authority on which they are ftated to the Houfe, it follows 
that an importation of 14,000 negroes per annum was not, as 
the noble Lord has fuppofed, applied to the purpofe of extend- 
ing cultivation, (for the near equality of produce difproves that 
idea) but was found elfentially requifite to fupply the rapid 
wafte of life, and to fuftain the periftiing numbers of the flaves. 
TIujs circumftanced, it is evident that a fudden abolition of the 
trade will operate on the Africans already in bondage, as an 
incrcafe of toil and an augmenlation’T)f fufFerir*y. No reft, no 
refpite will be allowed. The privilege of the Sabbath will be 
■profaned ; the repofe of the night will be invaded. No age 
will be confidered as an exemption for the old ; no illnefs as an 
cxcufe fi>r the young. Children, in their tendered years, will 
be compelled to join the gang ; and the female negro will be 
lafhed from the bed in which (he is delivered, to the fcorching 
labours of the field. Callous from habit, inured from his in- 
fancy to the fight of human fuffering, and hardened to (cenea 
of horror, the overfeer will plead invincible neceffity for the 
^ddit’onal labour he extorts. The planter himfelf, feeling 
with double weight the preflTure of his debts, and compelled 
to furnifli the ufual quantity of jfiigar, or to fumnder hit pen* 
VoL. XXXIL 3 C 
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fontoajail, may lofe, in the fenfe of his own mifcry, the 
compaflion he would otherwife fhew to the fufFerings of his 
flavcs. On the Britifti Legiflature he will charge the augment- 
ed calamities to which the negroes are cxpofed. He will tell 
us, It is you who impofe the neceffity of additional enforce- 
ments, by eftabliftiing the neceffity of additional labour. It is 
you who give to the lafli its unufual encrgy—it is you who 
urge the miferles of the flaves beyond the limit of human en- 
durance — it is you who invigorate deftruftion, and accelejiatc 
the fpeed of death. 

Thus the Britifli Legiflature will be expofeJ to the painful 
refleftion of having aggravated the dirtrelfes it meant to alle- 
viate ; and of having, by too precipitate a benevolence, aug- 
mented, while it hoped to have diminifhcd, the fum of human 
calamity. Such, I am afraid, would be tlie confequence of a 
fudden abolition of the traffic in flaves. But if, on the con- 
trary, a fliort interval fliould be allowed to the planters, in 
order to enable them to provide for their approaching fituation, 
I have no doubt but that fuch laws as that fituation requires, 
would foon be palled by the Alfemblies of the different iflands. 
Efleflual pro vi lions would then be made for preferving the lives 
of the Africans from murder, and their limbs from mutilation. 
The females would then be protcdlcd from compullive prolli- 
tution i from the iniferies of lewdnefs, combined with power. 
The rights of marriage would then be given to the negroes ; 
and they w'ould at length be allowed to participate in tiie firft 
and moft gracious command' of their Maker, incrcafe and 
multiply.’* 

Having thus contemplated the probable difference to the 
Africans of the Weft Indies, between immediate and gradual, 
though rapid abolition ; let us next confider the effedl it is like- 
ly to produce on the continent of Africa itfelf. On this part 
of the fubjeft, one obvious confidcration will occur to every 
mind, and that is, that the intereft of Africa requires, not 
merely, that Britain Ihould relinquilh the trade, but that the 
trade itfelf Ihould ceafe. It therefore requires, that in relin- 
quifliing the commerce, the meafures adopted may be fuch as 
Vill not expofe our fetllemcnts to ruin, or the empire to dan- 
gerous convulhons j for if thefe fhould prove to be the difallrous 
fcfult, the exfea will inevitably be, that other nations, far from 
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being, as the noble Lord fuppofes, invited by our example, 
will be deterred by our experience. Renunciation is not abo- 
lition. The firft may, perhaps, be eflFeded, (yet even that is 
a dubious opinion) by hafty refolutions, and a precipitate law ; 
but the laft can only be accoropliftied by fuch a regard to our 
own fafcty, as may prove to the world, that the ruin of their 
colonies is not the price which thofe nations muft pay who de- 
termine to relinquifli their commerce in the human vi&ims 
which Africa affords. 

A right honourable gentleman has jiiftly compared the con- 
diifl: of the nation to that of a cruel banditti, accuftomed to the 
trade of plunder and of death. His wifli he has deferibed to 
be, that wt may no longer confent to pillage and to kill the 
traveller. My wifli is, that in relinquifhing the crime, we 
may alfo take care that the traveller fliall be fafe. 

Sir, in ftating thefe fentiments, I have not forgotten the 
manner in which the flaves are procured — I have not forgotten 
that whole families are condemned for a crime, in ^hich the 
proof of innocence is as impoflible as the proof of guilt ; and 
in which, therefore; accufation is conviflion : I mean the 
crime of witchcraft. I well know how completely this traffic 
pollutes the very fourccs of juftice ; deftroys that fecurity which 
conftitutes the chief blcfling of life ; excludes all confidence ; 
disjoints all fociety ; and in every village, and in every hoiifc, 
imprclfes fufpicion and difmay. Still lefs is it polfible 1 fhouid 
banifli from my remembrance the fituation of the Africans on 
board the fliips which convey them from their native land. I 
have not forgotten the iron collars on their necks ; the fetters 
on their hands ; the chains and bolts upon their feet : I have 
not. forgotten the thumb-ferews, the inftruments of torture, 
’ nor the machine for forcing open the mouths of thofe who, in 
the fteadfaft purpofc of defpair, have refufed all fuftenance, de- 
termined to feek, by the moft terrible of all pafTages, the pro- 
tedlion of the grave. Who does not recolleft, that by the evi- 
dence which the flave merchants themfelves have given at your 
bar, it appears, that fuch, on board an Africa velTel, is the 
rate of mortality, that if the march of death were the fame in 
the world at large, the whole human race would be extin- 
guifhed in fourteen years ; and the earth itfelf be converted to 
one vaft cornel houfe. Shew tne a cricne of any fort, and ia 
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the flavc trade I will (licw you that crime in a ftate of tenfoM 
aggravation. Give me an inftance of guilt atrocious and ab- 
horred, and the flave trade will exhibit inftances of that guilt, 
more inveterate, more ftrongly rooted in ill, diiFufing a more 
malignant poitbn, and fpreading a deeper horror. All other 
injuftice, all other modes of defolating nature, of blafting the 
happinefs of man, and defeating the purpofes of God, lofe, in 
comparifon with this, their very name and charaftcr of evil. 
Their taint is too mild to difguft, their deformity is too flight 
to offend. The flirieks of folitary murder ; what are they, 
when compared with the founds of horror that daily and nightly 
defeend from the hatch-way of the flave (hip ! I have heard of 
the cruelties of the Inquifitions of Portugal and Spain ; but 
what is their fcanty account of blood, when compared with 
that fwcep of death, that boundlefs defolation, which accom- 
panies the negro traffic ! Snperftition has been called man’s 
chief deftroyer ; but Superftition herfelf is lefs obdurate, lefs 
perfevcring, lefs ftedfaft in her cruelty, tliari this cool, reflect- 
ing, deliberate, rcmorfelefs commerce. It is from the abhor- 
rence I feel of this murderous traflSc, that I am anxious, be- 
yond what language can exprefs, that in renouncing we may 
alfoabolifli. If by meafurcs which zeal may applaud, but 
Providence muft condemn, calamities which arc eafily con- 
ceived, but •which I dare, not ftate, (hould be brought upon 
our fettlements, with what cfle£i, with what poflible chance 
of fucceft, (hall we adopt the juftly-applaudcd propofal of ap- 
plying to other nations for their concurrence in the derelidion 
of the trade ? 

Should it be afleed, from what period I would propofe that 
the abolition ftiould be dated, my anfwer is, (but I fpeak with 
hcfitation) an interval of three years may, perhaps, on the 
whole, be the beft fuited to my view of the fubjeft. Standing 
as we do on the perilous edge of an untried (ituation, I ihall 
not be thought to have deflsrtcd the caufe of humanity, if, on 
behalf of the empire, and with a view to the real interefts of 
♦he Africans Ihemfclvcs, I folicit this fliort interval, for the 
purpofe of enabling the Legiflature to explore and provide 
againft the perils of the change to which they arc haftening. 
Such are the doubts that force tbemfel^es on my judgement, in 
defiance of my feelings. If they are formed on a }&ft coneqp- 



DEBATES. 


A. 1793. 


3S» 


tion of the tendency of the meafurc propofed, the importance 
of the fiibjefl: will give them weight with the Houfe ; but if, 
in the courfe of the debate, they Ihall be found to have no fub- 
ftantial exiftence, I fliall think the hour that proves them chi- 
merical the happiefl of iny life. 

Col, PHIPPS faicl, that if gentlemen confidered the flave 
trade as a queftion of morality, and were of opinion, that by 
fiich trade, morality was violated, they ought not, according 
to their principles, to enter into any compromife about the 
matter, but Ihoiild infift upon an immediate abolition. It was 
odd enough however, to fee that they could compromife not a 
little with their morality ; for when they could not effcil that 
kind of abolition, their morality was fo complaifant as to 
ftretch itfelf, in order to accommoilate itfelf to the views of 
others ; and thus it was ready to confent to the continuance 
for three years, of a trade which, it was contended, was im- 
moral, cruel, and unjuft. In this cafe, it was evident that 
gentlemen were not influenced fo much by their own reafon, 
as by the petitions on the tabic ; petitions, which he would not 
hefitate to call ridiculous and contemptible. He did not mean 
to arraign the right of the fubjecl to petition ; but he confider- 
ed it as reftrained to thofc who had an intereft in the thing 
which was the fubjecl matter of the petition. Was this the 
cafe with the prefent petitioners ? By no means : many knew 
not what they figned, nor were capable of judging in a cafe of 
fo much importance. Many of them were poor ignorant peo- 
ple ; many others mere fchool-boys, and almoft all deluded by 
perfons who went about in fearch of fignaturcs. Thefe barely 
put thefe queftions to the people. As freemen, can you be 
friends to llavcry ? As Chriftians, can yon wifh to tolerate 
murder ? As Engliftimcn, mull you not with for the abolition 
of a trade which is attended with both ? The anfvver to thefe 
fliort queftions was fuch as was expefted by thofe who put 
them, and who immediately defired thofe who thus declared 
themfelves enemies to flavery and to murder, to fet their names 
to a petition for aboliftiing the flavc trade. 

Thefe deluded people, he faid, were little aware of thccon- 
fequences which might attend their fignatures : they were little 
aware that the abolition of the flavc trade would fubjeft them 
to taxes for raifitig the money to be paid as a compcnfalipn lo 
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t’lofe who fhonld be injured in their fortunes, by the aboli- 
tion ! If they had been aware of this, none of thefe contemp- 
tible petitions would ever have found tlicir way into that 
Hoiife. He concluded, by faying, that he would vote for the 
original motion, an^ againft the amendment. 

The honourable Mr. Ryder and Mr. R. Thornton rofe to- 
gether. 

Mr. RYDER faid, if he Intruded himfelf, he wKhed to ex- 
plain the reafon. He felt it particularly incumbent on him to 
fpeak early, notbecaufc he thought he could advance any thing 
more material than the honourable gentleman who rofe at the 
lame time, but becaufe he was in a fituaiion which he hoped 
many other gentlemen might be in, namely, that of feeling 
himfelf, from conviflion, impelled to a recantation of thofe 
opinions which he had formerly entertained, and fpoken, and 
voted upon. He confelTed, when the queftion had been firft 
brought forward, he was led to form an opinion from the im- 
preffion that the abolition of the flave trade would induce the 
utter ruin and deftruftion of the Weft-Indb iflands, and that 
had urged him to vote againft it \ but he did not know whe- 
ther, in confcqiicnce of what he had fince heard, any reafon 
would in future induce him to vote otherwife than for the im- 
mediate and total abolition. After all the .{ioufe had heard, 
llieqneftion they had to decide upon, in his opinion, was, whe- 
ther in confcqucnce of the rifk of incurring a little inconveni- 
ence, and a little expence, they were to continue a condemn- 
ed and a bloody trade, a fingle moment longer ? For his own 
part, he was ready to declare, that he ihoultl not think he dif- 
chargeJ his duty, uniefs he exerted himfelf upon every occa- 
fion to abolifli it ; by putting an end to it immediately, the 
planters would be compelled by abfolute rieceftiiy to treat their 
Haves with care and tendernefs, to ufe them vvell, and preferve 
them, to have the benefit 01 their work as foon as poilible, as 
they would know they could not procure others at their deaths. 
Unfortunately, in this queftion they were compelled to confider 
the negroes as animals. By fixing no^definitive period, in fa- 
vour of which an argument had been advanced by the honour- 
able gentleman who had juft delivered his fentiments on the 
queftion, no abolition would be come to at all, and the bufincfs 
would be left where it had been before the laft decifion of the 
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Houfe, to abolifti itfelf. With refpeft to the opinion of the 
Public on public affairs, Mr. Ryder faid, he was one of thofe 
who cohfidered it as a dcfirablc circumftance to know what the 
opinion of the Public was. It ought, genferally fpeaking, to 
have weight in the deliberations of Parliament. At the fame 
time he really believed there were petitions fometimcs figned 
by perfons, whofe aim was to overawe ^the deliberations of 
Parliament, and fuch fliould be treated, asjnfinitely more dan- 
gerous than thofe of tlie other defcription. Biit he muft con- 
tend that every perfoii in the kingdom was interefied in the 
queftlon, as Englifhmen, as freemen, and as Chriftians. — 
Should the prefent amendment, for which he would give his 
vote, not be fuccefst'ully maintained, he would give his vote 
for the next fliorteft period of the abolition, in doing of which 
he Ihould not confider himfelf guilty of compromifihginjufticc, 
but of obtaining fome good, when he was defeated in his en- 
deavour to obtain the grcateft good. He concluded by declar- 
ing his hoftility to every argument, and intereft in fupport of 
the trade, being in no degree inclined to hold a balance, with 
gold in one fcale, and blood in the other. 

Mr. R. THORNTON faid, he fliould not have contefted 
the right of fpeaking with the right honourable gentleman, 
(Mr. RyderJ W'lio according to his opinion had made fo good a 
recantation, and who had always the bed claim to the atten- 
tion of the Houfe, but for the circumftance that he had not 
been able to deliver his fentiments on a former day ; he was 
ready on moft occafions to wave his privilege of fpeaking in 
the Houfe, but he could not do it on one fo important as 
the prefent. He did not wifli to differ from a noble Lord 
(Lord Mornington) who had early delivered his fentiments on 
that fubjeft, and from fome other honourable gentlemen, in 
giving the-right honourable Secretary of State full credit for bis 
good itjtentions, but having done that, he muft take the liberty 
of examining for himfelf, the extent to which the propofitions 
of the right honourable Secretary went. It had been propofed 
by the right honourable Secretary, who had come forward as a 
mediator between the parties, after a full confeflion of the enor- 
mities of the trade, after telling the Houfe that he had been 
long fenOble of thofe enormities, after declaring that he would 
not fend even convids to the iflands, and thereby taking away 
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file only planriblc reafon for continuing the trade, the right 
Bourable Secretary, ^ after thcde declaration^, had propofed that 
Aey ihould wHlingly imbrue their hands in innocent blood, 
and fiif^nd, for a limited period, the laws of juftke and hy* 
mnity. For his ^rt he did not know how they could commhi 
asurdei for the next feven years, in a more comprehcnfiTe way 
than by giving their fandion to that inhuman traSic. Law 
had been multiplied, and might be multiplied again, by that 
right honourable Secretary, to reconcile it with the principles 
•f moderation and humanity ; but he mtift afk how a man 
could commit murder, according to the rules of either religion 
or morality f Could one man,' he begged to know, rob an- 
other of his liberty without being unjtift f What room, then, 
be aiked, was there to talk of one moment’s delay in aboiilhing 
the trade ? No gentleman, he hoped, would think of arguing 
that there was any contra<!^l eftablifhed between the Weft- In- 
dia planters at the time, and Government, or the public ; a 
aohlc Lord (Lord Mernington) had fo ably refuted every af- 
lertioo of that kind, that it became quite unneceflary for him 
to tike up that part of the fubjeft. He defircd to enter his 
proteft againft continuing for one moment longer, a trade which 
bad been dtekred to be unjuft. Having rafted the qiicftion> 
as he ccjiccived, on its proper foundation, he would however 
addrefs hitnfelf as other gentlemen had been obliged to do, a 
little to the prejudices, the fears, and the interefts of the Houfe. 
Thofc who thought that fo many deferiptions of people niuft 
be ruined by the aholiiion, would find, upon farther inquiry, 
that opinion to be erroneous and founded merely on miftake. 
The capital of the London, Briftol, and Liverpool merchants, 
about which the gentlemen reprefenting thofe places had 
fpeken fo violently, might be diverted into another channel, and 
new fources of trade with Africa itfclf, not havihg a curfe an- 
nexed to thcnit^ would immediately invite the commercial in 
fercourfe of this country. But with rcfpedl to Africa, flic 
wouM not, he obferved, be expefted to fet np an infant trade 
at the moment they were ravaging her coafts, carrying off her 
inhabitants; and fprcading dcrolatlon far and wide. Were tha^ 
country left in peace and fecurity, (he mi^t carry on with 
tbb naAon, an honourable trade ; innumerable articles, fuck 
as cotton, rice, wond, indigb^ and many other produ^lions, 
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loo iittmeroa$ to be recoHcded, might find tbeiri^ 
own tftarkct, and he begged no one would {^reftime to fiqr 
inen could not work in their own climate, and under difdt ni* 
live fun, <>n whofe labour they were faid to^depend fbr the 
fupport of their Weft-India iflands. In thtde iflaads the abo^ 
> iition would prove the only efFe^lual regulation of the llaveqr 
that muft for the prefeht exift, and that be gave as m anfwer 
to an honourable gentleman (Mr. Beaufoy) who had flated 
that a Aidden abolition of the trade would operate on die AM* 
cans already in flavery, as an increaie of toil and an aggrava- 
tion of their fufferings. He contended that, with gaod Iseit- 
mem, fufiicient food, and feme reflraints, which morelity 
might di£late, a fiicceflion in the iflands could not but 
up. It had indeed been laid, that population there wodld 
creafe ; without feme abufe it could not decreide, unUfs 
were an exception to the experience of every other part of the 
habitable world, and he contended that, even an extended cul* 

, tivation of the lands might take place, though that had not 
been required by the right honourable Secretary, who had 
brought forward the tefolutions. It was not right, he fuppo- 
fed, to confider all the refolutions at that time, as they wegm 
not regularly before the Houie, but he could not help thu$ 
early declaring, that nothing was more abfurdthan to think oC 
afeertaining the ages of the Africans, 

He had an opportunity, Mr. Thornton faid, of feeing dm 
fon of King Naimbanna, who was lately come to this coun- 
try, and he obferved it was a fad, that, though in all other 
refpeds intelligent, he could not afeertain his own age.-^ 
[Thp African Prince was in. the gallery at the time].— Ha 
had alfo talked with fcveral other people who had been ac- 
quainted with hkn in his own country, and'he could nevor 
make out from them how old he was. If, therefme^ tha 
age of the King’s fan could not be afeevtainad, theie was lki^ 
tie le^on to hope that die ages of inferior pcrfmis could hf 
known." Mr. Th^ntqn then noticed the action, that tfiji 
planers a^d merchants wpuU run the rifled mi 

their projperty ; he maintained diat they would opna $ 
hat, a^mdii^to the opinion of ether g^emau» thay wMndil 
lofe oniy pf that pro^y, whidj, thou^h^hho^ 
ifdividt^, had been vary unjuftly and unfairly obtained 
VOL.XXXU. 3D ■ 
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contrary to the rights of human nature, and in a manner that- 
had coft much of the blood of their fellow-creatures. It had, 
he remarked, been aflted on that day, who would come for- 
ward and gran^ a compenfation ? He was ready at a proper 
time, to come forward and inquire fully into the claims of 
thofe who deflred to be compenfated ; but, he argued, that 
they were firft to do right to. the Africans, and then inquire 
whether the African merchants, the ceded iilands, or any 
o’.her parties, were likely to be injured. 

The people of England, he obferved, were called a 
• humane fet of people, that liberty was the boaft of our 
ifland, and that no African was landed on our foil, who 
did not inftantly become free. They were guilty, he faid, 
of a contradidlion, as long as they fent thofe miferable 
wretches elfewherc into flavery ; they were governed by 
a felfifli principle ; they could fend thofe wretches out of 
their fight to be vilified and difgraced, but they did not 
themfelves like to witnefs their cries, their tears, and all 
their degradation. He had learned an old motto, 
fa:ti per alium, facit per fe ; but he trufted the dawning of 
the day of deliverance was at hand to that degraded and 
infulted people, and that they fhould not any longer ftain 
with blood the national honour ; and he called upon the 
Iloufe immediately to yield to the claims of mercy, for 
death, he faid, might put an end to all future projefts, 
and their infatiable avarice or wicked policy might facri- 
fice thoufands and thoufands, who would rife up in judge- 
ment againft them, and they might never fee the time a? 
which their mercy was to begin. Let the Houfe then, 
he- faid, fecure to themfelves the glory and privilege of 
bringing back to the Hate of men, a fet of people degraded 
fo low, as to raife a doubt whether they were of the fame 
fpecies with themfelves, and one noble Lord (Lord Shef- 
field) on that night had even fuppofed it would be ac•^ 
counted unlawful for the Advocates of the abolition to 
kill bealls for food, ftill likening the negroes to the brute 
creation, and arguing that thty muft not kill beafts if 
they would not kill men I So hard was it, he obferved. 
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for the noble Lord to get rid of prejudices which he had 
been ufed to entertain. Mr. Thornton next adverted to 
what had been faid by Colonel Phipps, rcfpefting the pe- 
titions: it was, he declared, trifling with the Houfe to 
talk of their being figned by fchod-boys, and fchool- 
mafters, and fo to adopt the ridicule of another honour- 
able gentleman, who correfponded with fchool-boys up 
and do^^n the country. He entreated the honourable 
gentlemen not to infult the people of Great Britain unit- 
ed together in one common caufe, nor to mock thofc who 
had fent them into the Houfe. It had, he obferved, been 
intimated, that the petitions had been obtained by a few 
individuals. What individuals could roufe the indigna- 
tion of a whole country ? Towns of greater and of lefler * 
note had fent in their petitions. It required no particur 
lar education, he remarked, nor was it confined to any 
particular order of men, to comprehend the miferies of the 
African flave trade, or to he convinced of its injuftice ; 
the pcafant and the mechannic, and the fchool-boy alfo 
could judge of its confequenccs, as well as the molt en- 
lightened charadlers in the Houfe. He had the honour, 
he faid, of^ prefenting a petition from the borough he re- 
prefented (Colchefter) and the numerous body of his 
conftituents, almoft to a man, implored the Houfe to put 
an end to this trade in human wretchednefs. No regula- 
tions, he faid, would remedy the evils they were bound 
to look to. He mull even fay, he dreaded the regulations 
propofed by the right honourable gentleman ; he dreaded 
them becaufe they might do fome fniall temporary good, 
pn which account the gentlemen in the Well India inte- 
rell might hereafter take occafion to petition Parliament 
not to abolilh thetrade. They might contend that the evils 
of the trade had been corredled, and might polTibly makeT 
out a better cafe at the end of the term, than they could 
at prefent. He declared he did not think the Houfe had 
any fecurity that the abolition of the trade would tfver 
take place. Mr. Thornton concluded with faying,' he 
corld not bear to look forward to the abolition of the 
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fliw tfarfe at any dtftant period, fintc he much feared 
that greater cruelties woujd, in the mean time be prafti- 
fed, than had hitherto been committed, and that every 
evil of which t^e traffie was produdlivc, would be carried 
to a greater excefs ; having, however, no better alterna- 
tive, be thoold Vote for the fliorter period, propofed by 
the noble Lord who made the amendment. 

Mr. ESTWICKE condemned, as difrefpcftful to the 
Committee, the prefent attempt, by a fide wind, to get rid 
of the decifion that had been already made on this fubjcdl ; e 
dccifK>n as foU^mn as any that had ever raken place in either 
Hoiife of Parliament ; a decifion to which, by a call of the 
Houfe, every Member had been fummojicd, and which was 
carried, after the moft mature deliberation. 

The Committee rejefted the propofition for an immedi- 
ate abolition, and refolved that it fhould be gradual ; and 
yet the noble Lord had this day brought the fame point un- 
der difeuflion again, and If his amendment (hould be car- 
ried, it would have the effeft of rendering the abolition im- 
mediate, which the Committee had formerly refolved fliould 
be gradual. This qiieftion ought, once for ail, to be laid at 
rtft: to keep it alive, year after year, could not be attended 
with any good confcquenccs, but might be prodiiSive of 
xiiiich mifchlefr The petitions on the table were urged as 
jeafonsfor the abolition ; but fuch reafons might be carried 
tbo far ; for if it was argued that the voice of the people 
ctaght to prevail, and that Parliament ought to do whatever 
it was required by numerous bodies of petitioners to do, 
then the deliberaiive faculty of Parliament rnuft be deftroyed.;, 
for it muft attend to the demands of the people, not for the 
purpofe of weighing them, but jfcbc that of granting them 
without any con fidcration or deliberation at all. He con- 
cluded wuh faying, that adhering to the fpirit of the vote, 
which the Committee had once already given on this fub- 
he would yote for the original motion, aitd coiife- 
quently againft the amendment. 

Mr. W, SlVlll H laid, although, Sir, after the clofe at-* 
tention which for feme ycars Vaft I have beilowed on this 
moft important fubje£l> 1 think 1 have attained a competent 



A. 179a. DEBATES. 

knowledge of its varioyfi branches; yet, confidering bow 
fttllyi with how much eloquence and ability, it has boro al- 
leady treated by gentlemen of the firft talents in this king- 
dom, I feel that it would be unpardonable in me to wafle 
the time of the Committee by entM'ing s^ain on fo wide a 
field ; but, Sir, as I cannot excufe myfelf from once more 
delivering my fentrments on a matter which of all public 
objefls lies neareft to my heart, I hope the Committee wttt 
afford me their attention while I take a view of the queftion 
as fhortly as poiTible, in the very narrow ground into which 
it appears to me to he now reduced. Before I enter, how- 
ever, on the fubjefl itfelf, I feel rnyfelf com|)elIed to fay a 
few words on the petitions which are before the Houfe, and 
the manner, the very injurious and improper manner, as I 
think, in which fome gentlemen have taken the liberty of 
mentioning them. Sir, refpedling the petitions there are 
two quefiions ; the mode in which, to ufe tire {dirafe of 
other gentlemen, they have been obtained; and the regard 
which is due to petitions in general, fuppofing them to be 
genuine exprelTions of the public opinion. As to the firft 
point, the objedions which gentlemen with all their indufi- 
try have been able to mufter, are too few, too unimportant, 
and too unfupported, to require any particular reply ; but 
were they more numerous and folly proved, certainly in a 
cafe like this I fhould not feel myfelf bound to defend every 
circumftance relating to each petition, or to argue that 
among fo great a number, no irregularities naay harre oc- 
curred from the zeal of any individuals : but, Sir^ on this 
head^ as well as others, the caofe is abundantly Ibongfor 
its own fupport, and needs no aid of mine. Let gentlemen 
but look to the pile on our table ; let them obferve by what 
multitudes they are figned, how refpe£bble are the placet 
from whence they have been lent; not merely vilhgCs or 
country towns, atone honourable gentleman has infiuuated, 
butalfo from the mod rich and populous manufaidltttiQg and 
comtiiercial cities in the kingdom, (tbofe two which lire dif- 
redly engaged in the trade alone excepted) frofn llic metro^ 
l^lis itfelf, Aotwithftaading every efioct which could he 
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nfed to prevent it ; let gentlemen, I fay, advert to tbefe 
circumllances, and then perfuade themfelves, if it be pof- 
fible, that the mcr^ efforts of any fociety, (and how much 
lefs of any itinerant individuals,) could have produced fuch 
aneffe<9: throughout this whole kingdom. I fay. Sir, the 
whole kingdom ; for, though the concurrence of fentiment 
is undoubtedly very general in the fouthern part of this 
ifiand, it is yet nothing to that perfeA unanimity which 
prevails on the fubjedi; among our brethren in the north. In 
Scotland, one mind pervades the whole country ; and I am 
fore that were a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) 
as thoroughly convinced of this faft as I am (a coiividlioii 
which a very fh or t vifit might produce) he would fee no 
lealbn to treat with any degree of levity the opinions of his 
countrymen on this fubjedl. Sir, the fadl undoubtedly is, 
that the pubhe being now acquainted with the real nature 
of that traffic which wefeek to deftroy, is equally zealous 
with ourfelves for its entire deflrudion; convinced by the 
refult of thofe long and laborious invelligations, on the de- 
tails of which I have already declined to enter, baton my 
lhare in which I never refledt but with finccre pleafure, be- 
caufe, as was fo forcibly flated by a noble Lord (Morn- 
ington) they have fo completely anfwered their purpofe; 
coaivinced, I fay, Sir, by the information which has been 
laid before them on the fubjefl, the country has already de- 
termined that the Have trade lhall be deftroyed ; and, what- 
ever may be urged to the contrary, this fubjedl is undoubt- 
edly one on which any man, with the common feelings and 
common underftanding of a man, is as competent to form 
a judgement as the greateft politician in this Houfe. And 
this leads to the next point, what is the regard which repre- 
fentatives are bound to pay to the acknowledged fentiments 
of their conftituents ? And here, Sir, I own I think it the 
fafeft and the wifeft dodlrine, and moil conformable to the 
conllitution of this Houfe as a deliberative alTembly, that 
on ail matters of general and national concern, each Mem- 
ber (hoold hold himfelf bound to decide only as the diflates 
of his own judgement and confcience lhall direct after the 



D E B A T E S. 


A. 1792# 


3 »* 


^ifcuffion of the aflair, payingt however, all due refped to 
the advice of his conllituents, and recolle&ing that if he 
takes the liberty of judging for himfeif, lie has no right 
whatfoever to complain if they, on finding great djffiiiMla* 
rity of opinion, think fit, on any other occafion, to iedc 
for a reprefentative, of fentiments more congenial to their 
own, I flioul d perhaps applaud, Sir, the fortitude of the 
man who, on found and juft principles, and on great occa- 
fioiis, fhould voluntarily incur fuch a rilk ; but if I could 
fuppofe that there were within thefe walls a lingle gentle- 
man who flood indebted for his fear to himfelf alone, and 
while he pretended to reprefent the people of England, was 
in fad! only his own reprefentative, I own, Sir, I fhould 
not be able to perceive any great magiiaiiiroity in flighting 
the requefls of his nominal conflituents ; I acknowledge 
Sir, that I could never diicover a very fuperior degree of 
courage in braving no danger. And now, Sir, though lam 
far from intending to difcufs minutely the propofitions of 
the right honourable gentleman, 1 mufl beg to be indulged 
in making on them one remark— that whatever I may think 
of his propofal for the farther continuance of this trade, in 
whatever light I may regard his fcheme for purchafing ne- 
groes at certain ages only, without the hare poflibility of 
afcertaining their ages at all, or of taking only one defcrip- 
tion of perfons, where it is the very foundation floneof tlie 
uade, and almoft infeparable from its very nature, to accept 
all that are offered ; yet, Sir, I mu ft acknowledge that there 
is certainly a inoft happy congruity between his means and 
his end. The right honourable gentleman proves and ac- 
knowledges himfelf, that the old Englifh iflands have pradli- 
cally confefTed they are not in want of more Haves to keep 
up their prefent cultivation ; he has brought forward and 
admitted accounts, from which I could, and I am fure an- 
otlier right honourable gentleman will to convidlion, prove, 
that Jamaica is, if poflible, in Aill lefs neceflity than they* 
He profefles not to allow of importation for the fake of 
breaking up new lands, and he admits that the ceded ifiandt 
form a cafe by themfelves, which may probably be intitJed 
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to a diAtnA confideratton, perhaps io ^mpenfatfon ; from 
all which I fliould infer, and 1 hope the Houfe will do fo too, 
that no neceffity exifts for retaining the trade at all. The 
rrght honourable gentleman, one would imagine, concurred 
alfo in this opinion; for, though he feeins defirous of con- 
tinuing fome importation for a few years longer, yet as he 
has proved that there exifts nooccafion for any farther fup- 
ply, fo he propofes to derive that fupply from a clafs of men. 
who do not exift; I fay, do not exift, for I defy the right 
honourable gentleman to produce, from the whole body of 
t^^imony on the table, as much evidence of the exiftence 
of a race of men in /Africa actually bred for fale, as would 
be fufficient in this country todiflodgea beggar from his 
Hand, or a gypfey from her hedge; and yet on I'uch flight 
and random aflertions does the honourable gentleman propofe 
to drag away from their native country for years to come 
thoufands of our fellow* creatures, againft whom not even 
the pretence or ihadow of a crime is alledged ; thus trans- 
ferring to acknowledged innocence what has hitherto been 
chiefly defended as the punifliment of guilt, and deftroying 
the only plaufible pietext which has yet beenjeft to the ad- 
vocates of this abominable fyftem. I will here, Sir, leave 
the propofitions, becaufe I cannot difeover in them any 
thing elfe which materially changes the ground of argu- 
ment, or which ought to perfuade thofe who on general 
principles detell this whole bufinefs, to permit its continu- 
ance for one Angle hour ; and feeing that the whole matter 
h now brought into the narrow queflion between immedi- 
ate and gradual abolition, I fhall confine myfelf entirely to 
fomcTemarks on the arguments which have been adduced 
for the latter, and which I think may be reduced to two.-— 
Humanity towards Africa, and juflice to the Weft Indies* 
IKr, as the idea of continuing this trade for the fake of hu- 
ibanity would harve been in every poffiMe combination, the 
very laft which would have entered my mind, as I think it 
the topmaft llepin that c)imax of paradoxes, to which the 
ijkfenlce of what is mdefenfible has given birth. I oonfefs I 
Aould have much wondered, that any of the able advocates 
4 
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• of this traffic, fhould have fele£led fuch a ftation of defence,, if 
1 had not obferved, that this miferable bufinefs has had as &tal 
an effeS in perverting the reafon and underftanding of the wife, 
as in deftroying the principles and morals of the ignorant. In- 
ftances of this. Sir, are perpetual. Famines have been' faid to 
be prevalent in Africa, although the country be both extenfive 
and fertile. What remedy is propofed — ^What preventive mea- 
fures are fuggefted c Better modes of agriculture doubtlefs, and 
iiicrcafe of induftry. Alas! Sir, no fuch thing — inftead of cul- 
tivating the mind or invigorating the hands, nothing is thought 
of but to carry off the mouths. Depopulate the country, that its 
inhabitants may not be ftarved. Other perfons, Sir, taking ad- 
vantage of that conceffion which we are compelled to make^ 
and to lament the exiftence of more natural evil than our 
utmoft efforts can eradicate, deduce, from it, what inference ? 
That it is permitted by the great and wife arbiter of human af- 
fairs, as a field for the excrcife of virtue ? to produce patience 
and fortitude in the fufferer, to excite compaffionate fympathy 
andadive benevolence in thofe who have the ability to relieve? 
Not one fuch idea enters their minds. 

Their argument leads to the direct conclufion that it is per- 
mitted (or its own fake, and they who endeavour to alleviate 
the inileries of mankind are wild fc£laries, abfurd fanatics, 
raving enthufiafts, who know nothing of life in comparifon 
with their wife, cool, humane antagoniils, who as thefe mife- 
ries prefs not on themfelves, are too prudent to attempt the ap- 
plication of vifionary remedies to neceffary evils, and too pious 
and refigned to the will of Heaven to attempt diffurbing the 
ordinary courfe of providence. — I own, Sir, I have never 
thought ftich refleftions worthy of any ferious anfwer— i-and I 
(hall ever be perfedly willing to rank with fuch fedlaries as my 
honourable friend ; fuch fanatics as the right honourable Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer ; fuch enthufiaffs as the right honour- 
able gentleman on the oppofite fide of the Houfe, (Mr. Fox) 
without apprehending any great danger from fuch attacks on 
my underftanding or reputation. Again, Sir, with refpeA to 
teftimony. — In ordinary cafes, in common cafes, weriaturally 
^ive the preference to that which bell agrees with rational the- 
ory, and where the witnefs appears leaft interefted; and if 
both thefe circumftances be coaihi)^i AOt hefitate 
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which to prefer ; but in this African bufinefs, we arc required 
by its fupportcrs, in defiance of every antecedent probability, 
confirmed by impartial evidence, to give credit to the random 
and vague aifertions of (lave buyers and (lave carriers, of things 
glmofi impofSble — ^that in Africa, caufes will not produce their 
natural efFedis — that avarice will not yield to the oiFers of ad- 
vantage, nor crimes multiply in proportion to the frequency 
and ftrength of temptation, and all this too when the very wit- 
neffes contradid each other. Do perfons even on their own 
fide deferibe the (late of (laves to be fcarcely di(lingui(hable 
from that of their mailers— do they reprefent them as naturally 
indolent, yet living in tolerable plenty as attached to their na- 
tive foil, and quitting it almoft with defperation. We are yet 
told their happinefs is increafed by being torn from it, and 
compelled to hard labour for the benefit of ftrangers, in a fo- 
reign land — and then. Sir, we and they are farther infulted, by 
being afiured that their moral charader is improved, and their 
rank in the fcale of beings rajfed by this induftry fo forced 
upon them by the terrors of the la(h. Though the accounts on 
the table prove, in dired contradidion to the hypothefis of an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Jenkinfon,) that ea|n finceall our 
regulations, one tenth die on the pafTage, and one third of t!ie 
lefs happy remain within three years, gentlemen would at- 
tempt to perfuade us that this quadruple decimation, this fa- 
rrifice of forty in every hundred, is no punilhment to them, 
and that though under our management, near or quite half of 
thefe poor wretches die ipiferable in fo lhort a period — it is yet 
doing them a favour to bring them from Africa ! Sir, when 
all thefe particulars are maintained, I can no longer be fur- 
prifed at the ufe of the general plea of humanity, But let all 
the extravagances what have been alTerted of that country, to 
maintain this plea, be allowed — to what caufe is all this mifery 
to be aferibed? Let Mr. Edwards, while he aflTerts the fads, 
afiign the reafon too. His tedimony at lead is not to be fuf- 
peded of partiality to our caufe. He at lead has not been 
bribed by the fociety in the Old 'Jury, to fupport every tittle of 
their evidence, Fefpeding the efFi^s of the (lave trade in Africa, 
and to deprive the planters of alt pretence fof denying thofe ef- 
feds. Says Mr. Edwards in his fpeech to the Jamaica AlTem- 
Uy, << Kfr. Wa&eafeme Im heen very rightly informed as.tQ 
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the manner in whith flaves arc generally proc^ured ; the in- 
telligence I have colle£led from my own negroes, abundantly 
“ confirms his account ; and I have not the fmallell doubt, 
that in Africa, the efFedis of this trade are^recifely as he 
reprefents them-** Sir, the whole of that immenfe conti- 
nent is a field of warfare and defolation ; a wildernefs in which 
the inhabitants are wolves towards each other. That this 
fcAne of oppreflion, fraud, treachery and blood, if not origi- 
nally occafioned, is in part, I will not fay wholly, upheld by 
the Have trade, I dare not difpiite. Every man in the fugar 
i (lands may be convinced, that it is, who will inquire of any 
African negroes on their firft arrival, concerning the circum- 
ftance of their captivity. The afiertion that a great many of 
thefe.are criminals and convids is mockery and infult. 

Now, Sir, after this ever memorable conceffion of, perhaps, 
the ableft champion who has ever entered the lifts in favour of 
this bufinefs, is it not the very height of abfurdity to pretend 
to maiq^tain fuch a fyftem for humanity’s fake ? Ailu redly,' Sir, 
we ought to have commenced this controverfy by a definition of 
terms ; it is impoilible that we and our adverfaries can affix 
the fame ideas to the words humanity and civilization ? Is hu- 
manity gratified by fuch praftices as Mr. Edwards admits ? Is 
civilization to be accelerated by perfifting in a fyftem which 
upholds oppreflion, fraud, &c. ? Are men civilized by render- 
ing them wolves to-each other ? Are the interefts of humanity 
to be advanced, by keeping a whole continent in a ftate of war- 
fare and defolation ? How, Sir, can we fuller our reafon to be 
infulted by fuch pretences as thefe. 

But, Sir, gentlemen fay that Africa having been long in 
thbfe habits, we muft keep up ouf intercourfe, to wean her 
from them. What, Sir, can we keep up no intercourfe but 
this ? Are we then reduced fo low, that having for fo many 
years maintained on that unhappy coaft, a number of prifons 
called forts for the purpofe of fupporting this accurfed fyftem, 
we muft now inftantly abandon them, if it is to be abandoned? 
No furely, Sir, let us not deny to ourfelves, and to the coun- 
try, the pleafure of retaining them fomewhat longer for a dif- 
ferent end. Where the bloody flag of rapine has fo long, been 
hoifted, let us now hafte to difplay the ftandard of induftry^ 
the olive branch of peace. Let us henceforth ufe thefe firong 
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holds of oppreilion, .to affift in corrcfting thofe habits of vio-t 
Icnce which we have encouraged, in feme degree to compen-f 
fate to the natives for the innumerable miferies which our in-^ 
tercoiirfe withrfhem has occafioned ; till by this happy meta- 
morphofis, it fhall come to be faid of each of thefe inftrumcntli 
of tyranny, as it once was of the fpear of Romulus, when planN 
ed on the Palatine Hill, 

El jam non iclumy fed vfu nohilis arhor^ 

‘‘ Non expeSiatas dabit anhelantibus umbras* 

But, Sir, laying afide all thefe arguments, fuppofing it even 
to be out of our power to do any thing immediately to correfk 
the ftate of Africa ; if gentlemen arc really fincere in their plea 
of humanity, if their only fear be truly of the immenfe llaugh- 
ter which our derelidlion of the trade may occafion on the 
coaft, let me yet for a few moments requeft their attention 
to one other confideratton* The moft fanguine advocate for 
African barbarity ^ill hardly contend, that all or even any very 
large portion of thofe now offered to the Guinea Ihips, would 
be put to death if not fold. Let them ferioufly refled that of 
the 80,000 nearly which are now carried off by Europeans, 
near a tenth die in the paflage, and that within three years, 
about thirty thoufand of the number are miferably fwept out of 
exiftence. Now Sir, I will take on me to defy the whole hoft 
of my antagonifts to perfuade, not the country, not the Houfc, 
but even themfelvcs, that with all their fuppofed maifacrea, 
their imagined facrifices, their ftoried famines, and their real 
executions, a number in any degree comparable to this, would 
be deftroyed in the firft, or even in the ten years, to fay nothing 
of the benefit and fecurity which would immediately begin tci 
dawn in the country, and farther if> as they confidently affert, 
pur derelidion would not entirely abolifh the trade — if other 
nations would ftill perfift, though immediate here, it would 
with refped to Africa be gradual, and there would doubtlefs 
remain a fufBcient demand, to prevent all chance of maffa- 
cres, by carrying off all fuch as would Qtherwife be ip danger 
pf death. 

Having thus, I hope pretty clearly, expofed the futility of 
the plea of humanity to Africaj fet up, as 1 confefs Tthiak 
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it has beehj in utter deffiance of common underftandingi I wilt 
conclude with confidering very Ihortly the cafe of the Weft 
Indies ; and here, Sir, notwithftanding it has been proved irre-* 
fragably to my conception by the right honourable gentleman, 
that their intcrefts, fo far from oppofing, abfolutely demand the 
abolition; thatinevery care and tendernefs to them, weftiould 
not delay to pafsthis vote, yet, Sir, I will wave this advantage, 
and allow that by fome individuals among them, at lead, a de« 
gree of injury may be fuftained — it may be well afked firft. 
Sir, do we abolifl) this trade, becaufe it is a crime in "US to 
perfift in it ? Can it then be otherwifc than a crime in them 
too ? And can they demand compenfation from us, becaufe 
we deny to them the permiflion of being acceflaries to, if not 
principals in, the commillion of it, becaufe we refufe them the 
liberty of purchafing men, whom they may, nay whom Mr. 
Edwards tells us they do know, are acquired by fraud, rapine, 
treachery, and blood ? Good Heaven, Sir, if this be not an- 
other, and a flagrant inftance of that dreadful perverfion of the 
moral fenfe, to which I have before alluded, I (hall feek one 
in vain. But, Sir, if this point be contefted with me ; if it be 
faid, that in full poflfcflion of thefe fa£ts, they are yet innocent 
in buying what we oflFer to fell, and even in foliciting us to con- 
tinue the trade, I will concede all this too. I will acknow- 
ledge, for argument’s fake, that we are tied up by zA of Par- 
liament to continue to rob, plunder, and murder, for ever, for 
the benefit of others, unlefs we buy the privilege of future in- 
nocence from our accomplices in this guilt. What then. Sir, 
having thus conceded every thing as to the Weft Indies, what 
does it prove with refpedl to the point in queftion ? Sir, as 
has been well obfervcd before, if we are to compenfate the 
lolTcs of the Weft* Indies, muft it be at the expence of Africa ? 
The idea is too extravagant and monftrous : and if this Houfe 
Ihould refolve on perfifting in the trade on this ground, we 
never fliall be able to obtain any credit with the nation for fuch 
a rcafon as this. We may injure our own charafters in the 
eyes of our countrymen, but we cannot perfuade them that 
evil is good, and good is evil. We cannot perfuade them or 
the world, that what we have refolved to abolifh, becaufe it is 
vnjuft and inhuman, we ought to continue any longer to prac- 
fife, bccaufc it is pretended to be politic. Sir, another gentle^ 



^ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791, 

man, 'who has juA fat down, complained that we had aded 
improperly in holding out to the Houfe that this queftion would 
never be at reft till we had gained our point ; for that whenever 
any meafure was prppofed, from the agitation of which much 
danger was apprehended, the Houfe might always be brow« 
beat, asitwere^ into compliance by fuch threats as thefe. Sir, 
the honourable gentleman miftakes both our principle, and, I 
think, the fad alfo. We do not mean to ufe any threats what- 
ever ; but we do mean to fay that knowing we have gained 
ftrength oft every trial, knowing that the country is completely 
on our fide, for thefe reafons we conceive it to be our indif- 
penfable duty to perfift till wc fucceed ; but that no caufe which 
had not juftice to fupport it could poflibly exped to fucceed by 
fuch means, but muft nccelTarily fink in the public efteem on 
every failure, till at iaft it would fall into utter contempt. 

And now, Sir, by way of conclufion, kt me intreat every 
gentleman for himfelf, as he values the principles of juftice and 
the claims of humanity, as he Values the honour of his coun- 
try, as he values what muft be clofely conncdecl with his vote 
on this fubjed ; when he fhall cooly refled on it hereafter, as 
he values his own peace of mind, let me intreat, let me con- 
jure every gentleman in tJiis Houfe, before he (hall determine 
to continue but for one other year, or even month, the exift- 
cncc cf this execrable traffic, to put the queftion home indivi- 
dually to his own bofoml Let no man here imagine himfelf 
fandioned by example or defended by numbers ; but let him 
alk himfelf, if his own wife or his own daughttr were one of 
the trembling thoufand, w'hom our rotliiclb and flinty vote is 
about to tear from their families, and configntoall the horrors 
of foreign flavery ? Were that the cafe, Sir, how would he 
then ad? Would he then be fatisfied with the flimfy pre- 
tences of fiave dcalcis, or the cries for compenfation from the 
whole Weft Indies. I can only once more moft earneftly fo- 
licit every man to give full and free fcope to the unfophifticated 
feelings of his heart, to the plain didates of confcience, and I 
think I can fee the refult ; but really, Sir, if gentlemen will 
fuffer thefe fentiments to be ftifled by what they may deem con- 
fiderations of policy ; if they will not ferioufly attend to the 
voice of this inwaid monitor, I cannot hope that they will 
be perfuaded though ofte Ihould rife, from the dead.” 
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Mr. WINDHAM faid, that there had been fo much 
ftrcngth of argument ufed in the difcuffion of this queftion on 
one fide, that he had hitherto declined taking any part in the 
former debates, and this reluctance to rifg proceeded from an 
idea, that independent of the folid reafoning, the eloquence, 
and the ability which had been exerted in favour of the aboli- 
tion of the flave trade, the bare fiatement of faSs fo enormous 
and atrocious, as appeared by the evidence ever to have been 
infeparable from that trade, was fufficient to have convinced 
the moft obdurate fupporters of African flavery, that a Conti- 
nuance of fo iniquitous and abominable a traffic for a fingle 
moment longer, was unjuft, inhuman, and not to be defended 
upon any principles whatever. He owned, however, that he 
was now relieved from that reluSance to rife, by the ttirn 
which the debate feemed that night to take,, and which made 
him rather confidcr it his duty now to offer his fentiments, be- 
caufe he faw fomething like figns of relapfmg from what he 
thought had already been perfeclly underftood as the fenfe of 
the Houfe, as well as the avowed opinion of the country at 
large, that the flave trade ought to be aboliflied. The ncceffity 
for an immediate abolition had been enforced by truths fo ftrong 
and incontrovertible, that they furpaffed even all the effeflj 
which the greateft eloquence and the beft reafoning could pro- 
duce. This evidence the Houfe 'was in poffeffion of before they 
came to any vote on the queftion ; but they now had before 
them much new matter, which the difeuffion had from time 
to time brought out, and which muft remove all doubts, if any 
there were on the fubjeil. It had been endeavoured to arguo 
this queftion as a matter of landed and commercial interefts, 
and this fpecies of argument was oppofed to the dignity, the 
honour, and the Juftice of a great country.— to the laws of na- 
tions and of nature — to the wellare and liberty of ir^ankind — 
and he might fay, to the conference of mankind at lal^ge.-— 
Some who were enemies to the abolition had introduced a fort 
of argument which never ought to pafs unnoticed, and that 
with a tone of fuperiority, which they had no right to. They 
bad fpoken as if thofe who were againft the abolition were the 
only men in that Houfe who pc^effed wifdom or knowledge of 
the fubjed, an^ that the advocates for immediate abolition 
WQjre but vUiooary enthufiafts, attached to an ^ri^pcriinant 
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which they had ncithpr judgcmcilt tior forcfight enough to en- 
able them to decide upon. Againft this mode of argument he 
gave his mofl: decided proteft, and ever would lefift, as an at- 
tempt to degrade \^rtue into a connexion with follyi Argu- 
ments had likewife been urged to prove that policy did not al- 
ways accompany morality ; but he would maintain, that they 
were ipfeparablc ; however, to thofe who argued the poircy of 
the flave trade, he mud fay that their arguments appeared to 
arlfe more from intered than morality ; and he mud remind 
them, that the narrowed and mod uncultivated minds were 
perfedly equal to matters of intered, and generally mod ad- 
dicted to fuch confiderations. They likewife feemed to enter- 
tain an idea that it was not datefman-like to attend to any fyf- 
tem or propofition, however conformable to the general free- 
dom and welfare of mankind, that did not fult with what they 
confider the immediate policy of the moment. If it was worth 
while, he could go at large into this fort of reafoning, but he 
confidercd it unneceflary ; and as to iriorality, he would aflert, 
that nations wxre, and ought to be, more bound by morality 
than individuals. Amongd private perfons, and in common 
concerns, morality would take care of itfelf. If one man breaks 
into another’s houfe or deals from him, be knows what he has 
to expeCl for his condud : he would find morality a kind of 
retail trade, that would foon bring a teturn. 

The principle upon which he confidercd the Houfe to aft, 
in their prefent fituation, was a principle of duty without an 
option ; they mud put an end to injudice againd the Africans, 
without confulling the Wed Indies. If they do not, they gave 
aTanftion to robbery, murder, cruelty, and injudice, as was 
proved by fafts dronger than any thing he could date ; and 
that this was the opinion of the Houfe was already afcertaiiied ; 
for they had decided, after ample difcufllon, and from the 
ftropged conviftion, that the trade mud be aboliihed ; the only 
difficulty that could occur was, in what way to do it. If they 
aSed, as hetrufted they would do, upon the principle of duty, 
they would take the mod fpeedy and effeftual mode, by imme- 
diate abolition, againd which no one fubdantial, folid argil- 
ment had yet been offered. It had been endeavoured to date, 
thative were in fome degree at the mercy of the colonies, and 
dut without their cooieiit our attempts would be nugatory ^ if 
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this was really the cafe, he (hould be very forry ; but he knew 
it was not. And why ought we to eonfult them, after having 
agreed, on all fides, that extending their cultivation was no 
good caufe for continuing the flave trade, and when we know 
that to bealmoft the only reafon they can givA for importing 
more negroes. There could be ho propriety in trufting to their 
compliance, when we muft know that their interefl:, or rather 
what they erroneoufly thought their intereft, was direftly con- 
trary to the declared opinion of that Houfe. If, in future^ 
they could reconcile the colonies to their opinion, which he 
had no doubt might foon happen, it would be defirable ; but 
certainly the charafter, the honour, and thejufticeof this coun- 
try, were not to be put in competition with the prejudices of 
the Weft-India planters or African traders. With regard to 
delaying the period for abolition, no real argument had been 
offered for that point ; and he trufted it would not be faid that 
the period of a few years for abolition is nothing, when com- 
pared to the fpace of time in which they have been accuftomed 
to ilavery ; arguing thus, that becaufe they had long fuffered 
under their misfortunes, there was no great harm in continu- 
ing the trade a little longer ; like the perfon who, when charged 
with cruelty for Ikinning eels alive, anfwcred, they were ufed 
to it. If fuch an argument was flarted, he would defire gentle- 
men to rccolleft, not only how many thoufands were now fuf- 
fering and labouring under injuries by that trade, but likewife 
how many thoufands more of their fellow-creatures may be 
doomed to the fame fufferings and the fame injuries, by their 
vote of to-night, if it was, as he hoped in God it would not be, 
for continuing the African flave trade a mpment longer. It 
was not, to be fure, in their power to give rcdrcfs to thofe 
who had already fuffered ; but how could they account to their 
own confciences for the injuries of thofe who* might in future 
be imported, if they continued the trade for years ? The proofs 
of their fufferings were fo flrong, and the fcenes of horror ex- 
hibited in evidence fo monflrous, combining at once all the dif- 
eafesof an hofpital, and the confinement and chains of the 
mofl loathfome jail./ Was this, he would afk, a fituation to 
place innocent men in— «was this fit for their fellow-creatures, 
or rather, did it not more refemble the regions of the damned ? 
Here he muft add, that he neither did, or meant to exaggerate. 
VuL. XXXII. 3F 
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It happened not in one (hip only, but was part of an eftabli(b<- 
td fyftehi, which fome pretended to fay was fanftioried by bur 
laws. He then made fome obfervations on the interefts of the 
Weft- India planters, and thofe concerned in the African trade^ 
whom individifally, or collcdivcly, he had no intention to re- 
flefliipcn ; but upon the arguments formerly ufed, and rein- 
forced by the new fads which had come out, he grounded hia 
wilhes that the Houfe might exercife the power that they p 6 f- 
feffed, in immediately remedying the mod flagrant and nefa- 
rious injuftice, by a trade that muft, while it exifts, degrade 
and difgrace the country. There had, indeed, been an at-- 
tempt made to plead the juftice that was due to the Weft-India 
planters, but the fympathy that was (hewn for them, he thought. 
Was of a very intciefted kind ; thofe who argued for it feemed 
to be fenfible that it was poffible they might be Weft-India 
planters, but they did not allow themfclves to think of being 
African flaves. With regard to compenfation, he believed the 
Houfe, and the country, would afl: as became them, but that 
was a matter not now before them. He never meant to go 
into a detail of the propofitions, and detain the Committee long. 
He only called upon them to aft from principle and duty ; and 
he would leave the queftion here, convinced that fufficient ar- 
guments had already been ufed to confirm gentlemen in what 
way their votes (hould be given. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT!' fald, that much as he had trefpafled 
on the time and patience of the Committee before, he felt it 
his indifpenfable duty to trouble them (till farther on the fame 
fubjeft ; and his reafon for rifing then was, a wifti to addrefs 
them before their prticnce was exhaufted by the length of the 
debate. The arguments of the right honourable gentleman 
who had juft fat down, were of fuch force, and delivered in 
fuch a manner, as entitled them to much weight with the 
Houfe. As to what that honourable gentleman had faid about 
ftatefman-like conduft, he would only obferve on this queftion 
in general, that he had not the lead hcfitation in declaring, 
that confidcrations of humanity and juftictf would always as 
much, nay more, regulate his conduft upon every occafion, 
than any other confideration whatever ; and he would feel ftill 
more afhamed, and almoft think an apology to himfelf necef* 
•fary, were he ubliged to ftate that he never would jdlow the 
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caufe of juilipe and humanity to be fuperfeded in his mind by 
any policy, far lefs a policy that might be aflferted, but never 
exifted, as in this cafe. Before he entered either into general 
argument, or the dry detail which the nature of the fubjetR: re^ 
quired, he would endeavour to explain the Ifne of debate to 
which thofe who differed from him in opinion, wiftied to point 
out to the Houfe. He warned the Houfe not to be led aftray 
by adverting to what was not before them, and withdrawing 
thtir attention from the point at ilfue, which he would (hortly 
ftate. As to the African (lave trade, it was already the decided 
and deliberate opinion of the Houfe, that it muft be abolifhed, 
or as his honourable friend had very properly faid, the trade is 
condemned, fo that the abolition now is not fo much the quef- 
tion, as the manner in which it ought to be effcdled. In other 
words, they had only to confider whetlierthcy were to agree to 
a compromife, as held out by his honourable friend, which he, 
for one, and thofe both on the fame fide of the Houfe, and 
even againft him, who were for the abolition, never would do, 
or, to adopt the amendment of his noble friend, which went 
at once to the great obje£l of their wiflies, an immediate abo^. 
lition. The principle of duty upon which the honourable gen^ 
tleman had called them to aft, was cxprcfsly what he wilhed, 
becaufe that was the only principle upon which they ought to 
aft, and by w hich the propriety and the certainty of their de- 
termination would be regulated. He afked no more of them^ 
If it was necelfary to argue the point of form, and the regula- 
rity of their proceedings, he contended, that the refult would 
be favourable to his wifhes for an immediate abolition ; but 
thofe who endeavoured to argue form againft fubftance, would 
find as little afififtancc from that mode, as he trufted they would 
have from their other reafonings. If the trade ought to be abo- 
liflied on the firft of January, 1800, why ought it not to be 
put an end to on the firft of January, 1793; or rather, thein- 
juftice and impropriety of continuing the (lave trade being de- 
cided, why ought it not to be aboliflied by the vote of this 
night ? This would be underftood as an abolition ; but of 
what was meant by the word gradual, no one had yet pretended 
to give any decifive and definitive explanation. Form was 
certainly ufeful and necelfary, but in attending to the regula- 
rity (di proceedings they muft not forget the fubftance and im- 
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portance of their nature. Nor would he allow that there was 
any inconftftency in firft agreeing to a propdfition, and then 
relinquilhing it, after being convinced that both its practice 
and tendency were injurious. If, for inftance, he had agreed 
to a bill on this fubjefi being brought in, or had propofed a 
new duty, or tax to be laid on any article, but found from new 
matter in the progrefs of difeudion, that from exiting circum* 
fiances It was improper and injudicious, would he be liable to 
a ch: rge of inconfifiency if he alteied his mind, and gave it up i 
certainly not. But an honourable friend of his had charged 
him and others with inconfifiency in this way ; he had faid, 
how can thofc who contend for an immediate abolition fatisfy 
their confcienccs with a gradual abolition in two or three years ? 
Certainly, if it was in their power to obtain an abolition, they 
never could fatisfy their confcicnces were they to accept of any 
delay ; but if it was not in their power, as might happen, 
though he fincerely trufted it would not, what could they do 
but accept of the mod fpeedy means that they could get to 
make the abolition certain and efFe6lual ? He fiated the rerpe& 
he entertained for the pride, the dignity and the honour of that 
Houfe, and his defire that they never might come to any refo- 
lution but from convidlion of its reilitude : however, an at^ 
tempt had been made to (hew that unfair and improper means 
had been ufed to influence the Houfe in their vote on this quef- 
tion ; for his own part, he neither faw nor would have agreed 
to any fuch undue influence, and would therefore refift any at- 
tempts fupport fuch an argument. He knew of no fuch fer- 
ments without doors as were faid to be ftirred up on this bufi- 
nefs, nor any arts employed to obtain petitions. On the fub- 
jeft of petitions, he would plainly and concifely ftate his own 
opinion, which was, that they did not at all weigh with him 
cither one way or other, in making up his mind on the quef- 
tion of abolition ; but be confidered them as a voluntary tefti- 
mony of the humanity and benevolence of the people, and be- 
lieved them to be their fincere and honeft fentiments. If not, 
they muft be a fad mafs of unneceffary and impertinent hypo- 
crify indeed : but eveii giving a full fcope to the arguments of 
the honourable gentleman, and fuppofing that the petitioners 
had been told, that by the abolition of the Have trade, a com- 
pehfation muft be raifed by taxes upon them, then if tlfe table 
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was covered, and the Houfe filled with petitions aginft the abo* 
lition, he, and thofe who thought with him, would pay no re- 
gard to thofe petitions, becaufe they never would barter jufiice 
for popular clamour, or the honour of the country for the in- 
tercil of individuals. He contended that \here was^notinall 
that had been faid, after giving the greatefi latitude to thofe 
who oppofed the abolition, any thing that could juftify the 
lead delay. He Cf ntended that there were no grounds either 
of expediency, policy, or even intcred, that could warrant 
podponing the abolition of a trafiic fo difgraceful and iinjud ; 
the mode therefore of doing it w^as all that they had to confider. 
It had been faid that it is iiiipraflicable without the confent of 
the Wed-India proprietors ; this he denied, and could never 
agree to, becaufe referring it to them, or truding it to their 
compliance, was abfurd in the extreme, when their fentiments, 
and, as they feemed to think, their intereds, were diredly 
againd the abolition ; and to be fure they might make out a 
cafe for themfelvcs, by which they might attempt to prove it 
fo. In his opinion the abolition was veded in Parliament, 
and he truded they would be cautious how they parted with it, 
or rendered it nugatory, by referring what they certainly were 
competent judges of to others who were not likely to judge fo 
impartially. They ought to confider themfelves as the authors 
of that trade, and being now fully convinced of its .barbarous 
cruelty and injudice, it was their duty to put an end to it.— 
Were the Wed-India planters to be confulted, they might 
think differently ; but that Houfe had examined into the na- 
ture of the trade fudiciently, in his mind, to enable then to 
decide. He entreated, therefore, that gentlemen might not 
liden to arguments of expediency which had been already com- 
pletely difeufied and decided. The quedion now before them 
was not of expediency but of judice,* which he hoped that 
Houfe would never lofe fight of. Having faid thus much, he 
pledged himfelf to prove that the abolition mud, in the refult, 
prove advantageous to the planters, although their prejudices 
made them think otherwife ; and while thofe prejudices exift- 
cd fo drongly as they were kno^vn to do, it would be in vain 
for tlils country to confult them. It would be applying to a 
wrong channel for advice or information, and truding todelu- 
iive hopes of fuccefs, in the great caufe of humanity and juf- 
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tire. He contended diat the importation of flavcs into the 
Vv efti-India iilands was carried on for the purpofc of extending 
the CB!tivation> and not at all neceffary to keep up the prefetft 
(took of negroes.: by the^accounts on the table, he undertook 
to prove that iiic frr.fe of the iilands for feveral years back war- 
ranted him in 'faying, that they were able to fuiiain their pre- 
ferit population, although the early prejudices which the plan- 
ters imbibed miglit lead them to think it impoiiible without 
farther importation. He proved,^ by the papers on the table, 
that, L'l blithe old iflands, except Jamaica, the exports had 
equalled the' imports for many years back ; in many of them 
that there remained none oi tii >re imported ; and as to Jamaica, 
the reafon why the importation was fo great there, was for 
that vety caufe which the opponents of the abolition had them-: 
felves abandoned, clearing new grounds andextending the cul- 
tivation of the iiland. Why then the abolition ought to be gra- 
dual he could not imagine. He hoped the fame majority of 
the Hopfe, who voted for the gradual, would now fee the pro- 
priety df voting for the immediate abolition. 

There were only two pqlfibie grounds upon which they could 
fupport ra gradual abolition ; the one was,* that anincreafe of 
importatitm was necelfary for extending cultivation, in the 
iilands ; and the other, that importation was neceflary to keep 
up the prtfent ftock of negroes. Now, as the firft of thefe was 
conceded, and tJie other, before he fat down, he would under- 
take to prove to be faife, he muit conclude, that any man a6led 
inconfiftently who did not change his vote, from conviftion ; 
sindiwhcn he fiid this, he wiflxed gentlemen to (ludy real and 
not nominal confifteacy. In this cafe, he would rely upon 
having a great majority that night. Having argued generally 
ebe evidence in fupport of his ftatement and calculations rcfpedl- 
ifigthe 'pld iilands, he went into a minute detail of the parti- 
cfiiar'articles from which be drew his conclufions. Barbadoes, 
for fix yisirs previous to the difcuflion of flic flavc trade in tliat 
Houfe, had required only about 200 negroes, and by another 
accotiftt he proved, that in all the iflands, “except four, there 
bad beett no importation at aP. From thefe accounts, founded 
on pra^iice and experience,- fadh were adduced, too ^rong to 
bb%)mroveited by mere allegations or prejudices; and be 
malmsfincd, that abolrSiing ^be importation of ilave:^ wab 
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intcrefted view, was harmlefs to the planters, and that enebu- 
raging a fnperfluous importation, was injurious to their capi- 
tal'; from all which, he tnified the immediate aholition would 
be votWV He returned to the fyftem of the Jamaica planters, 
and accounted for their great importation, from a’ faS brought 
out upon invelligation, which was, that they had imported five 
times the number of flaves into Jamaica in the lad three yeai^s, 
than into all the other iflands^ not to keep up the populatkei^ 
l>ut to extend the cultivation; for he proved, that in 1787, 
that ifland, as well as all the others, could keep up its dock' of 
negroes perfcftly well. In fupport of this, he quoted the cqH- 
nion of the intelligent and able hidorian of Jamaica (Mr.'Long) 
who faid, that if the equality of the fexes was nearly preferved, 
the population would increafe. He likewife gave the autho- 
rity of the Committee, who reported after ihe regulating a(d 
took place, and the datement of Governor Edwards ; the in- 
ference he drew from all which was in favipur of immediate 
abolition ; and he contended, that his evidence was conclufive 
and undeniable. He likewife faid, that on^ free negro was 
worth twice as much as one of. the African flaves. He ridi- 
culed the idea of being bound by the grantsimentioned, and 
thought that grants, founded on a falfe and iiiiprudcnt fyftem, 
could not bind any country, nor fcould thcyibe too foon re- 
pealed. With regard to compenfation, he |eld out no pro- 
mifes or aflurances on that head, nor did he binv^fs for votes 
in favour of immediate abolition, by offering bompenfaiion ; 
when that queftion came to^be argued, it, no d(lubt, wouid* be 
treated fairly and fully. He was, however, bone of thofc 
who thought there was any danger that the compmfation necof- 
fary to be allowed to the ceded iflands, couldlcreate a debt 
which this country wsas unable to pay, and h©ed it never 
would'be argued that we muft refufe juftice to jie aggrievijd 
Africans, left we (hould interfere with the interift^of Weil- 
India planters ; fuch do Arines* would ill fuit thdprefent and 
progrefBve prbfperity of this country, and c6u| not expe£l 
(upport from him. Extending the cultivation)' faid, iito 
ddtruftiveto the flaves, and ruinous to the proj^ors i« Ac 
ceded iflands particularly. It wa]s well known, thi in Ddtlll- 
riica great loK cf Slaves, and want of capital, 14 
^t^ixfequence nf fuch proje&s. in Grenada, 
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little ground uncultivated ; in St. Vincent’s the fame ; and in 
all thofe iflands there was no Aich difparity between the num- 
bers of the fexes^ as to give any alarm about a decreafe of po- 
pulation. He contended^ that the plan of cultivation might 
be altered without Jofs to the proprietors ; though fugars will 
not grow in all places where cotton wilh cotton will be found 
to anfwer wherever fugar can be raifed, and for this mode Gre- 
nada was particularly well adapted ; and it was notorious that 
the fame number of hands can cultivate three acreii of cotton , 
that one acre of fugar requires ; he might likewife add, that 
too much cotton could not be raifed, the demand of our ma- 
nufafturers at home being fo great. He tnifted they would 
not look to the future, and difregard the prefent ftate, of po- 
pulation, which was increafing ; and the equality of the fexes 
would take place the moment they (lopped the trade, and the 
iHands ceafed to fufFer the lofs occafioned by the feafoning of 
the (laves, and tlieir difeafes in the Middle PalTage. He had, 
he contended, (hewn the means of an early, certain, and pro- 
grelTive increafeof the population of the negroes ; which never 
would be praSjcable, while they were pouring in all thofe re- 
cruits, to augment the difeafes that dimini(h their numbers in 
' lb great a degree. Dominica had been proved, by the Gover- 
nor of that iibnd, (Governor Orde) from undeniable calcu- 
lations, to haie been in a (late of increafe during the iall fix 

years, and at prefent it adually maintained its numbers. 

There were many points which he could mention that would 
tend to prote the propofition he had attempted to e(labli(h ; 
but he had occupied too much of the time of the Committee to 
detain themmuch longer* , The Parliament of England had 
acknowledgfd that the trade was contrary to every principle of 
humanity, cligion, and jufticc. They were defired, he re- 
marked, tohave recourfe to the means that led to the end, 
whereas (hjfe means were but the confiiquence of the end that 
he wl(hed, to be obtained. The planters, who conceived an 
abolition p be deltrudlive and ruinous to their properties, if 
ftiey morqhearly examined the matter, would find that it was 
a meafur^ife and falutary. He mentioned a refolution of 
the Ailen^ly of Barbadoes, which Teemed to exprefs a fear of 
die confluences of an abolition, though at the time they had 
Up occabn for importations, nor bad required them for fome 
3 
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time paft. He called upon the friends to abolition to follow 
up the caufe they had cfpoufcd, and give effeft to the di dates 
of their hearts, and the conclufions of their underftandings.— 
He affirmed that no reafonable man, upon a moment’s reflec- 
tion, could entertain a doubt of the neceflity of« complete and 
immediate abolition. He concluded, by prefling the Commit- 
tee to come to a vote for immediate abolition, as nccelfary to 
the hoi^ur, thejuflice, and humanity of the nation, as no 
Ways dangerous or hurtful to the colonies, however much pre- 
judice might make the Weft-India planters miftake their own 
intcrefts, and called upon gentlemen to make a folemn appeal 
to their own hearts, as if before that great tribunal where they 
muft all at laft account for their adions, and then fay whether 
there had been any arguments ufed that ought to induce them, 
from motives of intereft, policy, or expediency, to continue 
longer fo horridf barbarous, and inhuman a trade. 

Mr. DRAKE rofc in confequence of the allufions that had 
been make to his fpeech on a former occafion. Mr. Drake 
acknowledged that he had then animadverted on the fpeech of 
an honourable Member, which he irr.;i Jned at the time called 
in queftion the freedom of debate, when the honourable Mem- 
ber (Mr. Fox} had explained his conflitutional fentiments 
with a franknefs, a fairncTs, and a liberality that did him ho- 
nour, and had perfedly fatisfied him ; but had he, he afleed, 
on that occafion alluded to the petitions ? He certainly had 
not. In reply to what an honourable f^ember had faid of his 
cleSive conlliluents (for fo he faid he would always call them) 
he declared he never would fit filent when thofe honeft worthy 
freemen who fent him to Parliament were arraigned j he paid 
them great compliments, and obferved that the honourable 
Member had rivalled him in fame, and gone far beyond him, 
fince he had gone down into the country and prevailed on the 
voters of a borough to eleft him, without having any connec- 
tion or acquaintance with the people, but merely from the 
fame of his public talents, and private good qualities, which 
he upon his honour believed him to poifefs in a very eminent 
degree. With regard to his conftitucnls, were they to be 
bought, he declared he would not purchafe them ; he mention- 
ed his having been appealed to by one of his conilituents pn 
the fubjed of figning one of the petitions, whcii be faid to 
VoL.XX^II. 3G 
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him, Yes, my friend, you are a freeman, and have a right 

to fign the petition.** With refpeft to the quc;lion, they 
^ncwvery well tiiC advanced period of the feffion, and that 
gentlemen were defirous of breathing a little frefh air ; if ih- 
queftion palTcd tlftit Houfe, it muft go to another, the Mem-r 
bers of which might call for evidence, and thus lengthen out 
the feffion. Laft year, he faid, he had been adverfe to any 
abolition, this year he certainly agreed to a gradual abolition, 
and he would ftate hjs reafons for it. He explained on what 
ground he thought that the abolition had better be gradual than 
immediate, ahd one reafon Avas, that giving time to the ¥7611 
India planters to prepare againft the abolition vVould leflen their 
claims for compenfation. 

Sir JAMES JOHNSTONE faid, he always thought the 
trade ought to be abolifhed, and now, that it ought to be abo- 
lifhed immediately. He had property in the Weft Indies; 
he had tried the ufe of the plough in railing fugar, and found 
that it fuccecdcd beyond his expeftation. Other gentlemen 
who had property there would no doubt do the fame, and find 
that much of the labour of the negroes might be fayed. The 
abolition of the flavc trade, he was therefore convinced, would 
be as beneficial to the Weft-India planters as honourable to 
Great Britain. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, his right honourable friend 
had llatcd the queftion fairly, and he was ready to argue it on 
the ground to which he had reduced it. It was clearly decided, 
that the trade ought to be aboliftied, ar.d the point now at iiTuc 
was the mode of abolifliing. He would even go farther, and 
admit the queftion to be, in w^hat manner could the abolition 
be mod fpcedily eifefted? In this way he himielf had put it. 
when he propofed the amendment of gradual for immediate, 
pn the fullcft conviftion, that unlcfs the planters could be in- 
duced to go hand in hand with Parliament, it would never be 
aboliftied. On the queftion of humanity, there could not be 
two opinions ; but how did gentlemen underftand this qiief* 
tion ? ^ Did they think it enough to wafti their own hands of 
the trade ; would its being immediately renounced by. Great 
Britain fatlsfy their humanity ? Or would they not think the 
ends of humanity more completely anfwejred if, by & moderate 
continuance of it for k fliort time by this country, the genera^ 
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abolition could be fooner effefted with greater certainty and 
fpeed, than by arty other mode ? This was what he meant to 
argue ; and imlefs time were given for the perfons intereftcd 
to convince thcmfclves of the prafticability of abolition without 
injury to their property, the experiment of the prafticability 
would never be made at all. The honourable Baronet who 
fpokc before him, had tried the plough with fuccefs, as a fub-^ 
iUtute for manual labour, and exprelTed his hopes that others 
would do the fame. But to do this, they muft be led by de^ 
grees ; they muft not be compelled by a hafty and immediate 
abolition. Parliament muft not attempt to drive. them to fuch 
experiments, for the attempt would be ineffeftual. If not 
fupplied with negroes by Great Britain, they would by other 
nations, which we could not prevent. Were the Dutch fo 
regardlcfs of profit as to refufe to carry negroes where they 
would find a ready market ? Was it to be imagined that thfc 
Americans were fo favourably difpofed towards this country as 
to refift the temptation of forming fo valuable a connexion with 
our colonies ? A conneftion once begun by fupplying them 
with negroes would not end there ; and we might lofe the Weft 
Indies without accompli filing our objed;. In anfwer to this, 
it was faid, that we had prevented them from being fupplied 
with provifions and lumber from the American States j but 
was it quite certain that we had done this entirely ? Befides, 
the cafes were not parallel, for our iflands got provifions from 
Great Britain and from Ireland ; fo that if we had fliut up one 
fource, others were ftill open. But by aboliftiing the flave trade, 
it was propofed to Cut them off from every means of fiipply 
whatever. This, he vfts perfuaded, we had not the means of 
doing ; and anxious as he was for the abolition of the flave 
trade, in proportion as he wiflied the cxperitfienl for aboiilhing 
it to fucceed, he wifhed it to be fairly tried. If it was faid 
that the trade was fo repugnant to juftice and humanity, that 
it ought not to be tolerated for a moment, to what end had 
the Houfe been examining witnefles and coUefting evidence 
for four years ? If the abftraA principles of juftice and huma* 
nity were alone fufficient to condemn it, this was furely time 
rtiifpcht. By the very circumftancc of going into the inquiry, 
and continuing it fo long, they admitted that the beft and lateft 
inode of putting an end to the trade was a fit pbje£t of their 
g.G a 
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confidcration. We might fay, that we would feize and con- 
lifcatc.all Ihipa carrying negroes to our colonies. Thcfe Ihipir 
mijft be condemed in Weft-India Courts, and where tnen's 
minds were ftrongly prejudiced, where they thought that they 
were fulFering injuftice from the mother country, and obtain- 
ing relief from other quarters, it was not too much to fuppofe, 
that the decifions of both juries and of judges might be influ- 
enced by thefc prejudices. In fiiort, tjie power of this coup^ 
try to prevent the iflands from being fupplied with negroes by 
other nations, was not adefirable thing to bring to trial. All 
the arguments on one fide had gone to fay, that it was a quef- 
tion that could not admit of any diferetion or modification 
whatever in its confidcration. He was of a different opinion. 
For fome years paft, he faid, every argument that had been 
urged that day, as to the abilra6I propriety of the trade and its 
humanity, might have been argued, lincc it was not lefs impro- 
per nor lefi inhumane four years ago than at prefent ; it was 
not in the abftraft point of view that they ought to regard the 
fubjedl, but to fee wliat mode of abolition would be the mofl 
pradicable, and mofl likely to enfure its fuccefs. Mr. Dundas 
contended that the cffc6l of the merit of the plan which he pro- 
pofftd, would be to Ihorten the duration of the trade itfelf. He 
begged leave to recur to an argument, lie had urged the other 
night, viz., the fituation into wliich the immediate abolition 
would pul the Wefl-India planters, with refped to their cre- 
ditors, and which, he faid, would operate fo as to difable the 
former from the power of adopting the regulations which 
the abolition would render neceflary, and which it was his 
wilh to encourage the planters to adopt and enforce. What- 
ever the'planter’s inclination might be, he would not be per- 
mitted by his creditors to nuke any experiment that might ap- 
pear to tend to alter the creditors’ fccurity. Wilh regard to the 
° calculations flated by his right honourable friend, in refpeifl to 
the number of negroes, their population, &c. were he ever 
fo dirpofed to admit their corrednefs, they led him to different 
conclufions from thofe drawn by his right honourable friend. * 
Mr. 'Dundas entered into a^^argument to prove that the in- 
creafed population arofe chiefly from the great importations 
that had taken place within the lafl three years ; not that he 
defpaired, but, on the contrary, believed that the plan he pro- 
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pofed would undoubtedly tend to increafe the population of the 
illands to fuch a degree as after a few years to render the aboU- 
tion fully adequate to their cultivation. In anfwer to what Mr. 
.Sn^ith had faid of there not being any fuchtfpecies of Africans 
as thofe bred for the purpofe of being fold for flaves, he refer- 
red to certain pages of the abftraft of the evidence before the 
Privy Council j but he owned that there appeared to be feme 
confufion, and he believed that the domeftic Haves and others 
were confounded. He read two or three paflages, declaring 
however, that, after all, he was not convinced that there were 
perfons bred up for the purpofe of being flaves. Having gone 
through his argument, he faid, fuch were the outlines of his 
plan, but he was perfedly ready to withdraw his refolution if 
the Houfe infifled on it, although his with was to fet the minds 
of the planters at reft. He agreed with his right honourable 
friend as to the jet of the queftion, and joined iilue with him 
upon it, but he really thought that if the Committee would give 
the time propofed, they might aboliih the trade ; but, on the 
contrary, if this opinion was not followed, their children ypt 
unborn would not fee the end of the African trade. He con- 
cluded with declaring, that being fully convinced on the fub- 
je£l, and believing, as he did, that an abrupt abolition of the 
trade, fo far from being attended with any good confcqucnces, 
would do harm, andoccafion ferious mifehiefs, he muftnecef- 
farily vote againft his noble friend’s amendment. 

Mr. W. SMITH in explanation faid, it was impofliblc to 
afeertain the ages of the flaves purchafed in Africa, and at a 
proper period he would prove that there were no fuch flaves in 
Africa as Mr. Dundas talked of. 

Mr. FOX faid, he had now but little to trouble the Com- 
mittee with. The ftate of the queftion, thank God, was now 
materially altered. All defence of the trade itfelf was given 
up. It was univerfally condemned to abolition at fome period 
or other, as inhuman and repugnant to the £rft principles of 
juftice, How moft fpeedily and efFeftually to deftroy it, was 
all that remained for difeuflion. He was always of opinion 
that immediate abolition was the only pradicable courfe; and 
if it had been poflible to confirm him more in that opinion, the 
right honourable gentleman’s arguments for gradual abolition 
would have done it i for refpe£ting, as he did, the talents of 
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tkc right honourable genttemari, wheii he Mi Compelled (o 
refort ta fuch futile arguments, better he was fure could not 
be found. The Committee was now called upon to decide 
this extraordinary queftion — ^whether they Would themfelvcs 
abolilh a trade, Whiqb theyddtefted and abhorred, or leave it 
to be aboHfhed by perfons Whom they knew to be violently 
prejudiced in its favour, and who profeffed to have an intereft 
in its continuance. — Why ? Becaufe they were told that with- 
out the concurrence of the planters they could nOt abolilh it at 
all. The right honourable gentleman feemed to have forgot 
his admonition to the planters, when he opened his plan — his 
warning not to oppofe a moderate and gradual abolition, for 
that the fure confequence of their obftinacy would be a much 
more fudden and violent abolition than they might otherwife 
obtain. Surely this was an admiflion, that Parliament had 
the power of abolifliing on Monday, and what circumftancc 
had fince occurred to leffen that power he Was at a lofs to 
conceive. We have prohibited the importation of lumber and 
provifions from the States of America, but, fays the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, I am not fure that you have done this ef- 
feflually. It is impoffible to fay that in any cafe of prohibi- 
tion We can prevent contraband entirely, it is fufficient that we 
prevent it to any confiderable degree. But then he tells us 
they are not fo anxious to fmuggle provifions, becaufe they 
get them from Great Britain and Ireland. What — is their de- 
fire for getting flaves fo much greater than their defire of food, 
that they will rather fmuggle negroes than provifions in a fa- 
mine ? And fuch they tell us they have fufFered fince the pro- 
hibition of importing from the Americaii States. If we con- 
fifeate the fliips that carry them flaves, their Juries and Judges 
Will give unjuft deciflons. I am not to contend that the ver- 
diS of a jury will never be warped by prejudice, but it would 
be paying the planters a bad compliment to fuppofc that they 
WMid decide fyftcmatically againft evidence, and againft their 
eohfeiedcies. Theit judges muft be fent from this country, 
fight hbuotitable gentleman would have the feleftion of 
them, ahd fufely he would not recommend prejudiced perfona 
to His Majefty^s hofhination. If this argument be good for 
aAjr thing, it applies to the whole monopoly of ouf colonial 
fiade, the laws reading which mdft be enforced by colonial 
4 
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judges and colonial juries. It is in the nature of every reftrain- 
ing law, that it may require force to put it in execution ; al- 
though this is undoubtedly the laft expedient to which a wife 
government would have recourfe. Slaves ajc certainly more 
difficult to fmuggle than goods. A Have, if intended for ufe 
when imported, cannot be taken to pieces to pafs for another 
commodity, he muH be landed in his proper lhape, and, after 
all, he may tell that he was fmuggled, and perhaps bring proof 
of the fa£l. Thefe are, at lead, difficulties in the way of 
frnuggling, and the difficulty alone would do almoft all the 
good that the right honourable gentleman expedls from his re- 
gulations. But if it were true, that they would be fupplied by 
foreign (hips, Dutch or American, no matter what, — in God’s 
name let them in any (hips but ours ! Let us wafh our hands 
of the guilt of the trade — if other nations will commit robbery 
and murder, that is no reafon why wc (hould imbrue our 
hands in blood. We come at laft to the futile bafis of his ar- 
gument, that the Weft-India iflands will be convinced by his 
experiment, and voluntarily adopt the abolition. Is it a fair 
way of making an experiment, to truft it to thofe who do not 
wilh it to fucced ? If we are ferious in this experiment, let- 
us pafs a bill to fufpend the trade for five years, and fee whe- 
ther wc lhall refume it. This is the only rational way of mak- 
ing an experiment. But they are alfo to be convinced by ar- 
guments and evidence, from which they yet have fdt no con- 
viaion. Their prejudices are to be removed by fober reflec- 
tion, and their minds have time to cool. Their prejudices arc 
lerroneous notions early imbibed, which I fee not how they 
can part with of themfelves, and the heat of their minds arifes 
• from propofing abolition, which will probably return as often 
as the caufe. To what then do I truft for abating that heat, if 
the abolition be immediate i To their obfervation of its effeSs 
and the force of truth — to the well-known maxim, 


Magna eji vfritas, et pravaUbii.'* 

The right honourable gentleman refers them to the calculations 
of his right honourable friend. Thefe calculations they have 
had before them fince laft year ; what hope |ben is these that 
|hey will be more eipcaejous than before ? I will not nruft for 
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jufiice in a cafe fuch as this to the effeds of reafon on prejudi- 
ced men. Let us do our duty by abolilhing the trade, and 
their reafon will foon operate. All the arguments againft the 
abolition will be jpft as good in 1800 as they are at prefen t, 
unlefs the right honourable gentleman has difcovered fome rule 
to ihew that arguments, which could not even gain a patient 
hearing in one year, would produce convifiion in fo many 
more ; or that his right honourable friend was fo tranfeendent 
a genius, that he could perform fuch operations of addition and 
fubtra6lion in orte year, as men of ordinary capacity could not 
comprehend in Icfs than feven. This was not a queftion that 
had come upon them by furprife. It had been four years in 
agitation, and yet they were not convinced. If inquiry and 
difeuflion would not convince them, their minds, perhaps, were 
fo conftruded, as to require perfedl ftillnefs for its adoption. — 
On the chance of fuch an operation of intclledl I will not con- 
fent to rifle the honour and the reputation of my country. They 
fey, that although we renounce the trade, other nations will 
follow it. It is with nations, as with individuals; they may 
fomeiimcs countenance each other in a community of crimes ; 
but it is one thing to have done wrong, and another to perfift 
in it. It is one thing to have embarked in an unjuflifiable 
traflic, and another to fay now, that we are convinced of its 
inhumanity and injufticc, we will continue it a little longer 
for the fake of our intereft. The condudl of foreign nations, 
a condudl which 1 do not believe foreign nations will purfue, 
can be no exatfe for us. Nothing can be fo deteftable or fo 
deftruftive of all morality, as to argue from the poflTibility or 
adual exiflence of crimes to the lawfulnefs of committing 
them. If I think that a man will be robbed and murdered, 
am I, therefore, to fay it is better that I fhould commit this 
robbery and murder than another ? I (hall get five guineas by 
it, and the prefent owner will not die an hour the fooner. — 
Next it was faid, we owe much to the Weft Indies. If we 
did, let us pay what we owe, or fay that we could not ; but 
kt us hot fey that the kidnapping of 240,000 negroes is a (it 
compenfation from Great Britain to her colonies. The right 
honourabk gentleman propofed that we (hould carry o(F only 
boys and girls. This would, at lead, have had the merit of 
avowing titat we did the thing openly, and not on any rnife- 
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rable pretext that they were convIAed of crimes ; but this it 
now to be abandoned. I hope the reducing the tonnage ejn- 
ployed in the trade, is not alfo to be abandoned. This would 
take away about four-fifths of the fupply, and why they (hould 
be fo anxious about the other fifth, we are not yj t informed.-r— 
Would they patiently bear the lofs of four fifths, and riik a 
reparation with Great Britain for the other ? I am not much 
alarmed by the poflibility of our iflands getting into habits of 
intimacy with foreigners, but if they fhould be fo infatuated as 
to^prefer the continuance of this deteftableand pernicious trade 
to their conneAion with this country, I would not vote a (hil- 
ling of the money of my conftituents to coerce them. This I 
have always faid, and always thought, and always I was ufing 
fomething like the coward’s threat, being perfiiaded, that they 
would confider the lofs of our conneAion, and the advantages 
they derive from it, as the moft formidable threat that could be 
made to them. If we abandoned the trade, other nations would 
probably do fo too. If the oppofitc arguments were good, no 
nation would ever fet the example, and it muft endure for ever. 
As the firft nation in Europe we ought to fet the example, and 
in the caufe of juftice and humanity to claim the port of ho- 
nour— of danger if there were any. He concluded with repeat- 
ing, that he (hould vote for the abolition at the end of a (hori 
period, if he could not carry the immediate abolition — but that 
he would vote againft a bill bearing fo diftant a period as i8oo : 
firmly perfuaded, that before that time the abolition mud take 
place. 

Mr, BURDON faid, he had voted for the gradual abolition, 
but would now vote for the immediate, convinced that the lat- 
ter was pra Aicable, and the former not, 

TSfJr. WILBERFORCE faid, it was his intention, had he 
rifen at an earlier period of the debate, tohave’gone at large 
into the fubjeft, in order to have made good his pledge to the 
Houfe on Monday evening, to prove that according to the ar- 
guments urged by his honourable friend, in fupport of a gra- 
dual abolition, it would be impoflible for him not to vote for 
thp amendment of his noble friend. Mr. Wilbcrforce acknow- 
ledged that the fubjeA had been fo amply difeuifed, that it was 
not necefTary for him to trouble the Houfe long, he exprefled 
he pteafure he felt, for the fupport he liad met from 
Voi.. XXXII. 3H 
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thofewhom he beft loved and beft valued, and faid, he (hould 
alfo confider the fupport he had received from gentlemen^ 
with when)' he had not a perfonal acquaintance, as one of^he 
happieft and proudeft circumftances of his life. That it was 
ijnpollible for him to fee the fnbjeft diftinguilhed, without his 
frying a few yrords on it, and that were there time, he would 
prove by the moft unanfwerable arguments that every friend to 
gradual abolition muft neceffarily approve the refolutiori of his 
right honourable friend. Mr. Wilberforce faid, ho would add 
but one word niorc ; the honourable gentkoian pppofite to him 
had faid, can you fet this fubjefl, as it had been termed, afleep 
by an immediate abolition of the trade ? He ar|fvv'cred, ‘ that an 
inamediate abolition would be the only fit way of doing it, and 
he declared for one, that he could not give up the point nor 
ceafe to pprfue the fubjeft. He had laft year exulted in the re- 
cognition of the rightsof the Africans as fellow-crtafures ; this 
year they had gained ground confiderably, and they were daily 
gaining ground, and in jufiice to thofe conilituenis whom he 
was honoured in reprefeqting, artd who had unanimpufly al- 
moil exprefTed their detefiation ot the ilave trade, he was bound 
to perfeyerp, if his own mind and a fenfe of his duty did not 
compel him to do fo. He faid, he could goon for ever almoft 
upon the fubjeA, but he would no Ipnger trefpafs on the pa- 
tience of the Committee. 

The Committee divided on Lord Morningtoa’s amend- 
ment. 

Ayes, 109; Noes, 158. Majority 49. 

The Houfc adjourned. 

Thurjday^ itth^April, 

TAYLOR, in rifing to make his promifcd motion on 
the Newfoundland fiflieries, faid that he felt every reafon to in- 
twat the indulgence of the Houfc, as it was his lot to bring for- 
ward a bufincfs, to which fevy gentlemen gaye much attention. 
Before he offered any motion, he fliould enter into a dry detail 
of fafts, but trulled he (hould be able to comprefs them into a 
iinall compafs. 

The trade to Newfoundland had always been confidered as a 
great national concern^; both as afource of wcalA, and as the 
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foundation of our mar itime (Irength and fiiperlority. The mer- 
chants engaged in it took all the materials for carrying it on> 
the clothing and prdvifions for their fervants, from this country, 

' and brought home the return almoft wholly in fpecie and bills 
of exchange, except a fmall quantity of foap, oil, and fugar. 
Manufaftures to the value of 6oo,oool. were exported thithef 
every year. Six hundred velfels were annually employed in it, 
and the regulation of taking out every year a certain riumbtfr 
'of green men made it a naval nUrfery of Very confiderable triag- 
nitude. 

He did not vvifli to fpeak harfhlyof the Board of Trade, or 
of the noble Lord who prefidcd at it ; but he mufl; contend, 
that the views of that Board, taken up from the aft of Parlia- 
ment, fiippofed to have been framed upon the fuggeftiori of Sir 
Hugh Pailifer, werq highly injurious to the trade ; and he was 
forry to add, that this valuable commerce had been reprefented 
to him, as having feen its beft and brighteft days. Such bur- 
dens and relfridions had been laid on the merchants, that, 
imlefs the Houfe gave relief, he was authorized to declare, as 
tlx refiilt of much examination, that notwithdanding the ex- 
tent of capital engaged in it, the trade could not fublid longer 
than two or three years. 

The Britifh Council had proved, that they did not undcr- 
dand theinterds of the trade, for they had encouraged thc bank 
fifliery, and difeouraged t^ie refidcnts on the fliore; whereas 
the dlh' caught on the bank was much worfe, becaufe lying fo 
tnuch longer uncured than the fiih caught on the coads, and it 
never could be fold in Spain and Portugal when any other was 
in the market. The National Aflembly of France had alfo, 
•by large bounties, put the French into a condition of beating 
us out of the foreign markets. America was becoming our ri- 
val, and unlcfs the redriftions were fpeedily removed, our 
trade would be ihortly annihilated ; ppon thefe grounds, he 
thought there could be no reafonable objeftion to his motion, 
that the Houfe refolve itfelf into a Committee, to take into 
confideration the Newfoundland trade, and the nature of the 
grievances complained of by the merchants engaged in the 
fidiery. 

Mr. RYDER faid, he fliould always be ready to acqviefce 
in the propriety of inquiry, when any fair grounds were ilated 
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to Ihcw it ncccflary, but mud rcfift {he nflotion in this parti- 
eular inftance, as it was manifeft from the returns of the Ad- 
mirals on the Newfoundland ftation, that the trade far 
from being in a date of decline. 

Mr. EDM 15 ND BASTARD agreed to the motion made 
by his honourable friend. The merchants had never ceafed to 
remondratc agalnd the regulations adopted by the Board of 
Tr|tde. They had petitioned year after year, but to no pur- 
pofe, and the trade fuffered fo much from the reftridlions laid 
upon it, as to be very near ruin. 

Lord SHEFFIELD dated, from authentic documents, that 
the number of (hips fent out on the fifhery from the ports of 
Dartmouth, Falmouth, Portfmouth, and Weymouth, hadde- 
creafed within tliefc three years by not lefs than 84 (hips. The 
number of diips employed by Bridol had decreafed one-third, 
and the number of feameii engaged in the whole trade, had 
dccrcafed five or fix thoufand. From thefe circumdances no 
doubt could be entertained, that grievances and difeourage- 
ments cxided ; hut not to interfere with public bufinefs, he 
(hould be content with a Committee above dairs, or with a 
certainty of inquiry next year, and the fufpenfion of the Judi- 
cature bill until fuch examination (hould he made. 

Mr. Serjeant WATSON faid, the unufual complaints of 
the merchants in his opinion was of itfeif a fuificient ground of 
inquiry ; the apprehenfions of the merchants were daily incra- 
ling, whether they were real or imaginary he would not tak<j 
upon him to fay ; but he conceived, under all thefe circum-' 
dances, that nothing Icfs than an inquiry would quiet thof<$ 
fears. 

Mr. BASTARD, fen. remarked, that there were three pa- 
pers on the table, each of which differed fo materially from 
ihe other, that it was impoifible, without the drifted exatai-k 
nation, to come at the truth. The honourable Member then 
went intofevcral datements, in order to (hew, thatm thn 
courfe of the lad year the (hipping employed in the NewfouncU 
land fiihery had decreafed to the amount of 167. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid there were two bills, the New- 
foundland J udicature bill, and the bill for regulating the trade 
it that ifiand. He then explained the principles of thefe bills ; 
t^c fi^ was direfted to a teinporary reguiatiooi open to amend* 
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meats in the Committee ; the fecond to a ^rmanent regula- 
tion, founded on the foundeft policy. It certainly was the 
duty of that Houfe to liften to all complaints, and rodrefs fiicli 
as were founded, in real grievances *, butMic feafon was too 
far advanced to enter into that general inquiry with efFeft, par- 
ticularly as he wilhed to attend it himfclf^ which at prefent be 
could not, from the prelfure of public bufinefs at the time be- 
fore the Houfe. 

Mr. BROOKE WATSON dwelt on the importance of 
the Newfoundland hfl^ery, but was much afraid it was on the 
decline. 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR faid, if Mr. Chancellor Pitt would 
confent to pafs the Judicature bill as a mere temporary experi- 
ment, to put off the bill for regulating the filhery till an in- 
quiry had takbn place, and alfo agree that the inquiry (liouM 
take place early in the next feflion, he {hould withdraw his 
motion. 

Mn Chancellor PITT clofcd with this propofal, and Mr. 
Taylor withdrew his motion. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Fildayy Z*]th Jj^nL 

Mr. TAYLOR rofe, he faid, for the purpofc of making 
his promifed motion for a Committee to inquire into the 
evils ariiing from lotteries, and he aifured the Houfe, that 
he fliould occupy a very ihort part of their time indeed. 
When he firft undertook to oppofe ralfing money by a lot- 
tery, and making the plan a permanent fyftem, he had 
been folely adluated by the hope, that he fhojald induce the 
Houfe ferioully to inquire Into the enormous evils of which 
that pernicious fyftem of gambling was produflive. Mr* 
Taylor'declarcd he felt a confiderable degree of fatisfa£lion 
and pleafure, in the general concurrence of the Hoafe in 
his opinion on the fubjed, and in the fupport of gentle- 
‘ men, with whom, on moft topics, he had feldom had the 
happinefs to agree. He had received feveral plans for a 
fuccedaneum for the lottery, and had examined their prjnm* 
pies, andconftdered their operation ; but he had not found 
4 
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one of them, that while it had remedied the cvil^ of the 
lottery in the leaft compenfated foi the lofs of that branch 
of revenue, and fome of them propofed pains and penalties^ 
at the idea of which, he could not but judder* He Arong;^ 
ly cenfured the condudl of the infpedlor of the lottery.— 
With regard to infurance, however, if it were entirely put 
a flop to, tickets, which were at prefent i 6 L would fait 
iDcft probably to loL or lefs. He mentioned fome fa£ls, 
relative to the infurance offices, and faid, that they were 
foffered to exift e^eii under the very nofe of the Treafury, 
and in the neighbourhood of the Houfe of Commons.— 
Amongft other houfes of that defcription, lie particularifed 
one, which he faid was kept by a man of the name of Phi- 
lips, under the direflion of one Potter, at No. 3 , Charles 
fircet, Weftminfter ; that a per centage of 61. on all the pro- 
fits was allowed him, and that when the lottery was over. 
Potter returned into the country, and came back to town at 
the opening of the lottery, 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, he begged leave to repeat theobfer- 
vation, that he had formerly made, namely, that lotreries 
were fo detrimental to the morals of the people, and the 
evils of them fo predominant, that he was forry a Miniller 
fi)ou!d ever have recourfe to fuch a mode of revenue, and 
truAed that they would not be long fulTered to exiA. 

Mr. TAYLOR moved, “ I'bat a Committee be ap- 
pointed to inquire, how far the laws to prevent illegal 
** infurance, and other evils arifing from lotteries, had been 
effefiual to their objeS.” 

Mr. DRAKE feconded the motion. 

The queAlon was put and agreed to, and the Committee 
immediately appointed, and ordered to fit. 

Mtn Secretary DUNDAS moved, “ That the order of 
“ the day for the Houfe to rcfolvc itfelf into a Committee 
** to confidcr farther of the meafurcs to be adopted for the 
** gradual abolition of the Have trade, be read it was read 
accordingly, and the Houfe immediately lefolved itfelf ic^to a 
Committee, Mr, Bcaufoy in the chair. 
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' The chairman then read the refolution, viz. That it is 
the opinion of this Committee that it fhall not be lawful to 
** import any African negroes into any Britilh colonies or plan- 
tations in, ihips owned or navigated by Britifli fubje^s, at 
any time after the firft day of january 1800.'* 

Lord MORNINGTON, retaining all* the feelings which 
a^uated him on a former debate upon this fubjedi lamented 
that he had been unfuccefsful in the amendment which he pro- 
pofedy and being fenfible alfo that it was the opinion and uni- 
form fentiment of the Houfe that there (hould be in this bufl- 
nefs as little evil as poiGble, he could not bring his mind to 
confent to the continuance of this trade for one hour without 
horror and deteftation. Had he followed the impulfe of his 
own heart, he (hould have propofed for the total abolition of , 
this odious, abominable traffic, the fecond day of January, 
1793, immediately after the Houfe had determined by a majo- 
rity, that it (hould not be on the firll day of January, 1793. 
He was forry that fo infamous a traffic (hould exid for one 
hour — upon the juftice of it nothing could be faid — ^upon the 
humanity of it nothing could be faid, — he meant that nothing 
but execration and horror could be exprefled — ^being deftitute 
of principle — being hated by all good men, and as far as re- 
garded its juftice or humanity, abandoned by its own advo- 
cates ; what could be faid upon the fubjeft — what queftion 
was there upon the continuance of a trade fo odious, fo hate- 
ful, fo difgufting — none but one — At what period did we 
ff think it poffible we (hould obtain its complete abolition r’* 
But fome general obfervations had been made on the poffible 
cSt& of an immediate abolition, and on the uniitnefs of the 
idands for any other fort of trade than that which is carried on 
by the negroes ; he recounted the different articles of cultiva- 
tion, (hewing that there was not the lead neceffity for the fre(h 
importation of negroes, even for the purpofes of the prefent 
trade ; but the truth was, that the illands were capable of other 
cultivation ; here he paid a compliment to aa honourable Mem- 
ber, ^-who had in fo generous and candid a manner mentioned 
the aftoni(hing effedt of the plough upon tbefe lands. But 
there was an argument of great weight on the other fide of 
the queftion, and much infifted upon, namely, that confider- 
able time (hould be allowed for the force of truth to operaie on 
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tke flimdb of the planters and perfons interefted in this trade, 
and thai for that purpofs we ifiould enable them to make ex- 
periments for a Gonfiderable time. Now the waj^ in which he 
ftotild put this point was this-r-S:ippofmg.that the propriety of 
the abolition of the (lave trade was a truth, and Tuppofing the 
planters and* other jferfons who urged the continuance of this 
trade to have hard heads — He had convcifcd with many— 
Some of them had neither hard heads or hearts— none of them 
hard beads. But Tuppofing their hearts to be Ainti and their 
h^ds to be hard, and therefore not eafily moved— the queftion 
then would be — ** What efFe£l a truth of a given force would 
have on a head of a given hardnefs He believed the 
Gommittee would be of opinion, that the time propofed for the 
purpofc of convincing their judgement was much to* long; 
for that, in point of fa<S, they were convinced already, and it 
was nothing but mean and fordid avarice that induced them to 
wilh for the continuance pf this abominable, infamous, bloody 
traffic — this commerce in human flefh — ^this fpilling of human 
blood — this facrifice of human right — this injury to jiifticc, 
this outrage to humanity, this difgrace to human nature. — 
Private follies had fometimes been excufed by the charitable. 
ITrey affefted chiefly thofe who difplayed them. They were 
objefts of compaflion to fome, and from the mod fevere they 
met with nothing beyond ridicule. But for crimes, and thofe 
oftbemoft public, notorious, hateful, delcfted nature, nothing 
could be faid in exarfe or palliation. Every hour that this ne- 
farious traffic was allowed to be continued, was a difgrace to 
Great Britain. He was convinced that the time propofed was 
much too long ; and therefore he moved an amendment to 
the refolution, which was after the words, ** at any time,** 
be inferted the words, the firft day of January 1795.** 

Mr. R. HOBART w»as convinced that three years were fuf- 
ficient for all the purpofes belonging to this trade to bring it to 
axonclulion. It was ftated to exift by charter, what if it did ? 
Were three years not time enough by term of notice for its dif- 
continuance ? Was there any more allowed to the Eaft-India 
Company, who held their charter, whofe trade was lefs fubjeft 
to control than thi 5 > and from King William ? They had in 
faA but three years notice of a difcontinuance of their charter ; 
in truth there was not the Colour of jufUce in their alking for 
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time. He (holild, however, not vote for the abolitioh of thif 
trade at cVcn the time propofcd, if he diought it would 1^, as 
was ftated, the ruin of the Wefi**India iflands ; he Was con* 
vinced the contrary was the faA ; this conviction he owed to 
the debate on this fubjed on a former night ; for he came to 
the Houfe on that evening with a mind perfectly open to infor** 
mation on the fubjed, and he vras ready to confefs he had been 
fully fatisfied in that debate. He could not help con^atulating 
that Houfe and the Public on the abolition of the flave trade, 
for it might now be faid to have taken place. The trade had 
been declared odious and deteltable by a vote of the Houfe of 
Commons, and it was agreed that it Ihould be aboliflied. — 
There was one happy refledion that refulted from this. The 
people of England were taught by it, that in the Houfe of 
Commons influence and intrigue might be employed, but 
could not prevail againft juftice. Truth, humanity and juftice, 
clearly proved, will always be fupported and proteded in the 
Houfe of Commons of Great Britain. 

Mr. DRAKE faid, though a compenfation was not cxprefsly 
confented to, from what gentlemen had faid, he faw upon a 
ftrong cafe being made out, it would be given, which he wss 
glad of, as he had ever thought, that a compenfation ought to 
be made to tliofe, who might fuifer by the abolition. The 
amendment, however, of the noble Lord, was fo near his 
own idea on the fubjed, that he could not but yield it his 
hearty fupport, and (hould vote for it accordingly. The plea 
of ejedment of the flave trade was not founded, Mr. Drake 
faid, on, a ludicrous flatute of Charles the Second, but on a 
fubfequeiit conflitutional ad of King Williatn, and a ftatute of 
George the Second. 

Mr. ADDINGTON (the Speaker) faid; that having in a 
late debate on the fubjed, voted that the flave trade ought to 
be gradually abolifhed, he thought it his duty to date to the: 
Committee the ideas he entertained on the mode of casing 
that refolutiop into effed. What he had heard from a noble 
Lord behmd him, had afforded bini fenfations of the liveliell 
joy and the greateft pleafure ; and what bad been faid by thb 
noble Lord laft Wednefday had been particularly grateful to 
his mind from feelings of perfonal regard which he entotsuned 
for his Lordlhip. Let the opinions of gentlemen, however, 
V0L.XXXIL 3 I 
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be what they might, he ftould pnKeed to ftate his (ientimentji 
on die fubjed. The interval b^ween the refolution, the 
trade be abolidied, and the period at which the abolition would 
take place, he admitted to be a mod dreadful intervid. He 
had dated the t^e^to be abandoned, and he begged to remind 
the Committee, and intreated them to conAder the circum- 
dance, that he never had mentioned one word as to the judice 
of the trade, but he had merely noticed the judice of thofe 
claima that might be made by die perfons who would be affed- 
ed by its abolition. If the intereds of the planters were aban- 
doned, the abolition of the Have trade, he was convinced, 
would never be effe£led. How wasitpoAible, headted, when 
the means of population were taken away to fupply the great 
deAciency ? How could they Ail the chafm that they created ? 
What he had dated was the refult of US' real fentiments, of 
his real opinion. In certain conditions of fociety, there were, 
he obferved, combinations of judice, of policy, of humanity 
and of intered, that rendered it almod impoAible t^look to 
the ultimatum, or he Ihould rather fay the maximum^ of one 
without counterading that of the other ; the quedion was not, 
hoAud, between blood and gold, nor between what now adu- 
alty was, apd whltt might be hereafter, but it was whether an 
immediate or a gradual abolition would bed effed the obje6l 
which the Committee had in view : for his part, he thought, 
that objeA would be mod fafely and certainly attained, by pro- 
trading the period of abolition, and therefore he wiOied 1796 
were the year propofed indead of that contained in the amend- 
ment. 

He was convinced that neither the welfare of die ^ed-In- 
dia illands — the judice due to the fupporters of the trade— nof 
even the happinefs of Africa, would be promoted by an aboli- 
tion at a .fliorter period. Here he recapitulated the arguments 
which had been often urged in faftrour of the gradual abolition ; 
particularly thofe wUch favoured certain regulations with re- 
gard to this improvement of the morals, and the increafe of 
the population of the negroes. He explained points which he 
had tqpdied bn in the former debate, and removed all impref- 
Gi^atUt ^dbeeit fuppofed to be falfely taken in the courfe of 
his'fomunl^h } and obferved he was decidedly of opinion, 



that the period he had mentioned was abfolutely nei^llaiy for 
the gradual abolition of the trade. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT lamented that his efforts on this 
fubjed had hitherto not been fuccefsfuli but Jie was confoled 
with the thought that the Houfe had come to a refolutioh de- 
clarative of the infamy of this trade — ^that all parties had con- 
curred in reprobating it — ^that even its advocates had been 
'compelled to acknowledge its infamy. The queftion now was 
only the continuance of this abominable traffic, which even its 
friends thought fo intolerable, that it ought to be crufhed. 
Jamaica had imported one hundred and fifty thoufand negroes 
in the courfe of twenty years, and this was admitted to be only 
one tenth of the trade. Was there even, could thdre be any 
thing beyond the enormity of this infamous traffic ? The very 
thought of it was Ifeyond human endurance. But it was al- 
lowed that the trade was infamous ; but the abolition of it was 
refolvable to a quefiion of expediency ; and then when the trade 
was argued as a commercial cafe, then its advocates, in order 
to continue it, deferted even the principles of commerce, fo 
that it feemed that a traffic in the liberty, the blood, the life, 
of human beings, was not to have even the advantages of the 
common rules of arithmetic which governed all other commer- 
cial dealings. The point now in difpute was only one year, 
as he underllood, for that the amendment propofed the year 
1795 for the abolition, while the year 1796 was only contend- 
ed for on the other fide. As to thole who were concerned in 
the trade, a year would not make much difference, but did it 
ixiake no alteration to the unhappy (laves ? It was true that in 
the courfe of commercial concerns in general it was faid fome- 
times to be beneath the magnanimity of a man of honour to 
infiA on a fcrupulous exaAnefs in his own favour upon a dif- 
puted item in accounts, butfdid it make any part of our mag- 
nanimity to be exad in our own favour in the traffic of human 
blood. When a man gave up 500I. or lool. againft himfclf 
upon a complicated reckoning, he was called generous, and - 
when he infifled on it in his own favour he was deenu^ nig- 
gardly; the common courfe, when parties difagreed, was, 
wfiat the vulgar phrafe caUed, « to fpUt the difierence.*' If 
he cwld fed that he was to calculate upon the fuhjeft in this 
way, the fide oq which he fiiould determine it was in iavour oS 
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the iiilhappy fuSerers— not ofdiofe who opprcfled them. But 
this one year was only to Ihew the planters that Parliament 
were willing to be Utoal tojthem. Sir,^’ faid he, I do 
hot underfiand the complimenting away the lives of fo many ^ 
human beings. I do not underftand the principle on which 
** a few individuals are to be complimented, and their minds 
** fet at reft at the expence and total facrifice of the intereft, 
the fecurity, the happinefs of a whole quarter of this world,, 
which from our foul praAices has for a vaft length of time 
** been a feene of mifery and horror. I fay, becaufe I feel, 
** that every hour you continue this trade, you are guilty of an 
oiFcnce beyond your power to atone for, and by your indul- 
** gence to the planters, thoufands of human beings are to be 
‘ ‘ miferable for ever.** Notwithftanding the bill pafled for re- 
gulating the Middle Paflage, even now thelofs of the trade was 
no lejfs than ten per cent ; fuch was ftill the mortality of this 
deleterious traffic. Every year,** faid he, in which you 
continue this abominable trade, you add thoufands to the ca- 
** talogue of mifery, which if you could behold in a finglc in- 
fiance you would revolt with horror from the fccne, but the 
** fize of the mifery prevents you from beholding it. Five 
hundred out of one thoufand that are taken in this traffic, 
perifti in this feene of horror ; are miferable viftims brought 
to their graves ; this is the effeft of this fyftem of flavery. — 
The remaining part of this miferable group are tainted both 
** in body and in mind, covered with difeafe and infedion, 
** tainting the very earth on which they tread, and the air in 
“ which they breathe, carrying with them the feeds of pcftilence 
and infurre<^ion to your iflands. Let me then aik the Houfe 
whether I am improperly preffing upon the Houfe a quef- 
tion, whether they can derive any advantage from thefe 
doubtful effeds of a calculation on the continuance of the 
traffic ; and whether they thinlc that two will not be better 
than three years for its continuance i I feel the infamy of 
the trade fo heavily, the impolicy of it fo clearly, that I am 
aftiamed I have not been able to convince the Houfe to aban- 
don it altogedier at an inftant — to pronounce with one voice 
** the immediate and total abolition. There is no excufe,for 
us, iheing this infernal traffic as we do. It is the very death 
of juftice to utter a fyllable in fupport of it. Sir| 1 know 
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** I ftate thi&' fubje£t with warmth — 1 feel it is impoflibife 
'* for me not to do fo, or if it was, 1 fliould det^ myfelf 
** for the exercife of moderation. I cannot, without fi^r- 
“ ing every feeling and every palSon that ought to rife in 
the caufe of humanity to fleep within me, fpe^k coolly 
“ upon fuch a fubjefl. Did they feel, as 1 think they 
ought, I am fure the decifion of the Houfe would be 
“ with us for a total and immediate abolition of this abo- 
minable traffic ” — As to the probability upon this fubjedl, 
that in the year 1 795, the plantations will not be in a ftate 
fit to carry on bufinefs without the importation of frefli ne- 
groes, he would fay, that there was no probability of that 
conclufion. They would be in a fituation in 1795 to go on 
without importation— they would be in that fituation in 1794, 
they would be in that fituation in 1793, for he had proved 
them to be in that fituation in 1788. In (hurt, unlefs he 
had mifunderftood the fubjefl, and unlefs fome reafon, much 
fuperior to any he had yet heard, were adduced, he fhould 
think it the moft fingular a£I that ever was done by a delibe- 
rative aflembly, to refufe to alTent to the propofed amend- 
ment ; it was by a refolution declared to be the firft objeA of 
their defire, thp firll object of their duty, and the firft objeft 
of their inclination. 

Mr. ADDINGTON rofe to explain. He re-ftated a pal^ 
fage or two of his fpeech, which he was anxious to have cor- 
redlly underftood. 

. Colonel TARLETON faid, he rofe to comply with the 
cordial wiihes of his heart in fpite of every perverfion of ar- 
gument, and every mifreprefentation of fa£l by the honour- 
able and right honourable orators of that Houfe, who had 
declared, that fuch means were juftifiable to attain fo great 
an end as the abolition of the Have trade. As the right ho- 
nourable orators who had, and certainly ought tohave^ the 
greateft authority in that Houfe, on account of thefplendor 
of their abilities, had thought proper to join in the prelent 
race for popularity, it would be fruitlefs for-him to attempt 
to ftem the tide of clamour and prejudice ; yet he wcnild 
Hill content himfelf in making a Ihort appeal to the good 
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fenle and judgement of theHoui^ as the prote6bors of men« 
whole charaders had been loaded with every vituperative 
epithet that malice could invent, or calumny could beftow. 
He trofted therefore that they would fee jufttce done to 
thole, who had diked their fortunes in a trade efliablilhed 
for centuries, on the hiith of Parliament, and which ought 
net to be condemned on account of the mifdeeds of a few 
wicked, unprincipled and unfeeling individuals. Nothing 
he faid could exalt men, nor approximate them to Heaven- 
fo much as excrciling their reafon, . and difpenling judge- 
ment and juftice, and attending to the didlates of humanity* 
He relied therefore on the dignity, honour and juftice of the 
Houfe^ and placed his conftituents in their hands, confident 
that they would not inconfiftently with their duty or 
their charadler. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS aflured gentlemen 
that he had forborne fo long from addr^ng his fentiments, 
becaufe he dreaded to deliver them. He rofe then merely, 
in his own jollification, to ftate to the Committee, and to 
the Public, what had been the fentiments he entertained, 
and which tiad guided him in the vote he had given, and 
Ihould again give that night. He had a right to fpeak bis 
opinion, let it accord or not with that of other gentlemen ; 
and he did declare, that he was as warm a friend to the abo- 
lition of the Have trade as his right honourable friend, and 
that he wilhed to vote for the queftion that his right honour- 
able friend adopted, to whofe condud in this matter he 
gave every degree of credit, but that he dared not vote for 
the queftion. He faid, he had been deterred froin giving 
his opinion on the queftion hitherto by various reafons.— 
The inhabitants of the Weft-lndia illands were fubjedls, it 
was true, of the Crown of Great Britain, but they were 
certainly qualified fubjeds. In what relation were they 
fubjefis ? Not by compulfion of force, but by the ties of 
union, and the bond of iitterefts, and the moment the bond 
was diflblved, there was end of the compadl. The Weft- 
lndia colonifts under the fanAion of Parliament, and the 
pcoteSion of Great Britain, had laid out large fums, and 
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embarked in the trade wre were now about to abolifii. Ha 
ftatedy that we had kept a monopoly of thetradato the Weft 
Indies in our own hands, and we had a right undoubtedly 
fo to do. His right honourable friend bad called hr an 
anfwer to certain points, but he de<^arej it was totally out 
of his power to give any, becaufe he dared not enter the. lifts 
with him, as he could have no chance in fuch a controverfy* 
The moment America ceafed to belong to us, it was fair 
for us to fay as we had faid to the Weft>India iflands, ** You 
** fliall not be fupplied from thence, we will fupply you 
** with provifions,” and the fadt was, we had fupplied the 
iflands ever fltice. He adverted to the arguments of laft 
year, and contended that they differed greatly from thofe 
ufed now. It had then been faid, that flaves were imported 
merely to be worked up, and then were fent away, whicli 
occafioned the great difparity of the fexes. He declaiv d he 
had not voted laft year, becaufe he could not fide either with 
thofe who preflled for an immediate abolition, or with thofe 
who oppofed abolition altogether, and therefore he had 
gone away. He was now, be faid, for a gradual aboli* 
tion, becaufe'that was, he believed, praAicable, and he 
was convinced, if we could not aboliih the trade with the 
free will of the Weft-India iflands we could not effedl an 
abolition at all. He declared he had not heard a fingle ar- 
gument why 1796 was better than 1795 or 1793, ^4 he 
defired gentlemen not to vote for 1795, merely becaufe 
they had the other night voted for 1 793. He was ready to 
vote for 1793, becaufe he knew that all that he could do 
would not prevent the abridgement of wliat he conceived 
to b^ a proper period of poflponement. He faid, would to 
God, that all flavery were aboliflied, but that he could not 
extend his hands, they were not long enough to do any 
good, and he did not believe he had a right to abolUh the 
trade. 

Lord CARHAMPTON, after a word or two of exor* 
dium, ftating why he bad referred his fentiments hitherto 
on this fubje&y laid, he Ihould be glad to know how long 
the great an I minor orators of that Houfe^ for ftich he con« 
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iidered them^ meant to continue abuHng Weft-India mer- 
chants and plantersi and the gentlemen of Liverpool, and 
Briftoh concerned in the African trade ? Gentlemen might 
talk of inhhmani^y, but he did not know what right any 
gentleman had to do fo inhumane a thing, as to infli£l a 
fpeech of four hours long on a (et of innocent, worthy and 
refpeftaible men. GenTletnen had continued this abufe day 
after day both iti their long and ftort fpeeches, feme of 
which would have been equally proper for a Houfe of pom- 
mons, a pulpit or a conventicle. If there had not.been a 
back door behind the Speaker’s chair for infirm gentlemen 
to efcape, he did believe, they would have died on the fpot, 
as the long fpeeches reminded him of Bunbury’s long ftory, 
without fuggeiling any thing like the fame pleafant ideas. 
Thefe long fpeeches defamatory of the charafler of the 
merchants of Liverpool and Briftol previous to the obvious 
intention to rob them of their property, he declared, re- 
minded him of the old ftory of a flave on board a fliip, com- 
manded by a Captain who had been fuccefsful in life,* who. 
had made many harangues in that Houfe, and who now ha- 
rangued el fc where. The ftory was, that when the flave was 
tied up and going to be flogged, he looked over his (boul- 
der, and feeioghis Captain beginning to fpeak to him, faid, 
** Captain, if you pleafe to flog me, flog me, but if you 
intend to fpeech me, fpeech me, but don’t flog me and 
“ fpeech me too.” It was very good policy, his Lordfhip 
coi\fe{Ied, to deprive men of their chara£ler fir ft, before they 
deprived them of their property, and it rcfembled the prac- 
tice that prevailed in this country in the reign of Edward 
tlie Fifth, when, previous to the plunder of the Lollards, 
care was taken to render them odious in the eyes of the peo- 
ple; the fame thing was done in ftill remoter periods of our 
hi ftory, by the Knights Templars, and he remembered a 
circumftance of that kind in Portugal, where when the in- 
quifition meant to put ah innocent girl to death for herefy, 
or fome nonfenfe of that fort, they endeavoured to poifon 
and prejudice the minds of the populace hy cutting off her 
nofe, and expofing her in that disfigured fiate> iafinuating 
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at the fame time, that it was occafioned by a fcandalous dif* 
order. One honourable gentleman, he faid, had let fall an 
expreflion in the warmth of his argument, which in his 
cooler mofnents he would doubtlefs regret ; ite had faid, if 
the We(l*India iflands will not give up the African {lave 
trade, let them go! E^preflions not more dangerous than 
t)iishad been made in the National A^embly, which oqca* 
fmned all the mafTacFe and difailers in St. Domingo; a 
Member had faid in debate there, ‘‘ Let the Weft-India 
“ iflands perifli^ fooner than I will part with my principle 
that expref&on fet Are to the brand, and occafloned all the 
miferies that took place in the ifland : and the fa(Sl was, the 
aholitionifls, thofe negro philanthropies, feemed defirous 
of producing fimilar effedls in our iflands, where the ne- 
groes wanted but three things, which were, to murder 
their mafters, ravifh their women, and drink all their rpm. 
The honourable gentleman, therefore, kindly granted the 
negroes but one favour, but that was, affording them ani 
opportunity and the means of doing all three. Thus they 
would get rid of the Weft- India planters compleatly, they 
would pay nothing for it, and thus murder would be fane-* 
tioned by parliamentary authority. The bpft way to effedk 
all this, was to occaflop infurre^ions, which the negfoes 
were always meditating, when many of them got together, 
and the honourable gentleman to enable them tocolledf in 
bodies, would forfoolh, teach the negroes the Chriftian re- 
ligion, and alTemble thein for that purpofe in churches.— 
fde would take no other notice, his Lordfhip faid, of the 
numerous petitions on the table, than to fay that they had 
been procured from the iflands pf Scotland, 'and the moun- 
tains of Wales, by the Mepabers of that enlightened fociety 
held in the Old Jewry ! He declared he was willing to 
give all the friends pf the abolition credit for pofTefSng a 
larger (hare of humanity than the reft of that Houfe, for fo 
they told them themfelves, but he had the impertinence, 
for fuch it had been termed in the Houfe that day, to aflert, 
(hat juft as much juftice was due to the merchants of Liver« 
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pool and Briftol, and the Wcft-Tndia plantersi as to the ne- 
groes; fuch audacious and impertinent feelings influenced 
him in favour of a trade that had been fandtioned by Parlia- 
ment. Africa had continued to furnifli flaves to all the 
world, from the firft period of time, and fo ihe would con- 
tinue, whether in that little corner of the world they 
chofe, Quixote-like, to undertake the total abolition of the 
trade or not. That fome few wicked men had committed 
abufes in the condudl of the trade, he neither denied nor 
would attempt to defend their condudl by any means, but 
that was not a fuflicient reafon why the Well-India mer- 
chants were to be deprived of the means of cultivating their 
plantations. To borrpw a little of fchool-boys Latin, tem» 
fora mutantur et nos mutamur in illis^ the times were chang- 
ed, and we were changed with them. Formerly Members 
of Parliament were plain plodding men, who contented 
themfelves with attending to the interefts of their conftitu- 
ents, and the welfare of the kingdom ; but now, that Af- 
fernbly fat to deliberate on the interefts of the people of Af- 
rica ; they undertook the care and protedion of all the 
world, but not without fquinting a little at the world 
to come. Would it were poffible for fome Members of 
the Houfe of Commons of elder times, or even of the laft 
century, to revifit this world, and be prefent for a day or 
fo at their debates ; the Ruflclls for inftancr, or Sir John 
Barnard, whom he ftiould have liked to have heard the ho- 
nourable gentleman’s fpeech in favour of thofe delightful 
people of Africa, deferibed by the honourable gentleman- as 
the prettieft ladies and gentlemen on the face of the globe. 
—Had Sir John Barnard fat there, he would not have 
thoi^ht himfelf a Member of the Britilh Parliament, 
but would have imagined himfelf a reprefentativeof the peo- 
ple of Africa, and that the right honourable gentleman was 
the Minifter of Prince Anamaboe. The honourable gen- 
tleman might be miftaken for another Jacob Behn^n, one 
of your fifth monarchy men, and reprefentati ve of the New 
Jerufalem ; full of methodifm and full of enthufiafm ; the 
other honourable gentleman who lifted up his hands to the 
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ikies, and then pointed them to the floor, his eyes roIUng 
all the time as in a phrenzy, feemed as if he were grafping 
both Heaven and earth at once. In fadl, his Lordihip faid, 
the Houfe was fo changed, that he imagined England was 
finiflied; by this term he faid, he meant it in the fame fenfe 
that Capability Browne had ufed it, who when afked to go 
over to Ireland to lay out fome ground there, had faid, he 
could not go, till he had finifhed England. He %yould now 
give an account of his creed : in the firft part, he believed 
that this Parliament was a wife and prudent Parliament ; 
and he next believed that the gentlemen of Briftol and Li- 
verpool, were degraded to the fituation of the lowcft of all 
poffible fcoundrels and rafcals; and he alfo believed, that 
the fociety in the Old Jewry were the moft able and fagaci- 
ous-fet of people, and truly friends of the Briiilh eonllitu- 
tion, and he declared he v as forry for what he faw adver- 
tifed in the newfpapers^ viz. that the funds of this virtuous 
fociety were at a very low ebb. He declared he {hould have 
been glad to have feen the accounts of the fociety, becaiife 
they muft be full of curious items. Had they feen thofe ac-» 
counts, they (hould have known what had been the expence 
of procuring petitions to that Houfe, and what was the 
price of newfpaper defamation and perfonal fcandal. A 
friend of his had o(Fered him a wager, that if the petition 
had been drawn in terms to this efFeft. “ Whereas the 
white inhabitants of the Weft-India iflands arc a lazy fet 
of people, and compel the blackamoors to work for them, 
they ought to be turned out of the faid iflands, &c. &c.’* 
(Whoever did not accede to this creed, his Lordftiip faid, 
had heads of wood and hearts of iron,} more flgnatures 
would have been procured.* In Oliver CrorawelPs time he 
remarked, Oliver and his great men were called Parliament 
drivers. He would not fayi that there were Parliament 
drivers at prefent, but that there were two honourable gen- 
tlemen who tould perfuade Parliament of any thing they 
chofe. He granted that with refpeft to the calculations of 
one right honourable gentleman as to the equ:dity of the 
births and deaths of the negroes, they were ably made, and 

3 K. 2 
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he did not difpute their accuracy; for he could not pretend 
ib controvert theln, unlefs he looked into fome books he 
^as not much in the habit of confillting, viz, AriftotIe*s 
Mafter-piece, ^and Smellie’s Midwifery, With tegard to 
the deaths of the liegroes iti the town of Kingflort in Jamai- 
ca, their number was not to be wondered at, firiceKing- 
fton was an unhealthy town. Even London itfelf had To 
many deaths from people’s leading a diflolute and drunken' 
life, that were it not for the perpetual recruits from the 
other parts of the kingdom, it would he fo depopulated^ that 
we ftiould have grafs grow in our ftreets. 

His Lordfliip faid, he had heard the recruits of London 
from the country ftated at fifteen thoufaiid a year. An 
honourable Member, he declared, ^ho fat next to him the 
Other night during the debate, when the right honourable 
gentleman made fo lOhg a fpeech on humanity, had whif- 
pered hirti that he was not in earOeft, for that lately 1 50,000 
Turks had been dragged into llavery, and had pafTed the 
Datdanellcs on thejr way to Afia, and yet the right ho- 
nourable geiitlenjan was fo much in love with the EmperOtf 
of the Turks, that he had encouraged him to make more 
Haves. His honourable friend, his Lordlhip faid, had alfb 
Whifpered him that the other right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Fox) was not fincere ; and when he had afked, how 
his friend made out that ? he had faid, the right honourable 
gentlemap wanted to form an alliance with the Emprefs of 
RulTia, the moft defpotic monarch in all the world, and if 
pver the right honourable gentleman fhould once again be 
the Miniller, and he was fure he would make a very able 
One, he had pledged himfelf to enter into fucK an alliance $ 
and as he could not lend the Emprefs his body as a fecurity 
for the tteaty, he had fent her his head as a pawn. Ad- 
(dreffirtg himfelf to the Chairman, (Mr, Beaufoy) his Lord? 
fhip (aid, You, Sir, are a family man ; if, therefore, 
you were to fee the figure of a man drawing a concealed 
^ dagger out of his bofom to murder his mailer, would not 
your hair Hand on end, and would it not make you 
ff ftaie? Nay nioie^ would you not try to arreft the guilty 
4 ‘ . • - - ^ 
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<< hand of the aiTaiTin r*’ So, in like manner, his Lordlhip 
faid, he hated ijobbers, abhorred murderers, and detefted 
flavery; but the Houfe, in its prefeiit temper, would not 
be very fond of him, when he declared that he had property 
in the iflands; but then he had not been a purchafer; hit 
was hereditary property, (defcended from an anceflor, for* 
inerly a (lovernor of Jamaica) which was perhaps the moft 
unpopular fpecies of property in times like thefe ; he did 
not, however, be faid, fpeak againft the abolition on that 
account. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE began a teply, with confei&ng» 
that he felt himfelf much obliged to the noble Lord, for 
having, in his facetious fpeech, contrived to relieve the 
dullnefs of a debate, which certainly, from its nature, gave 
rife to other pailions than that of laughter. The no!)ie 
Lord’s fpeech muft have been facetious indeed ; for were it 
repeated, he fliould wear the fame honed fmile, even where 
it might be naturally fuppofed that he fhould have felt 
other fenfations. What the noble Lord bad uttered, was 
the greated argument in favour of the quedion that had 
yet been urged, inafitiuch as the noble Lord had treated 
with ridicule all thofe things, which the Houfe had con- 
fidered asfacred. As to what tlie noble Lord had faid of 
the bufinefs having engaged his attention for years, night 
and day, it certainly had done fo; and with regard to the 
infinuationsofmethodifm and enthufiafm, he was not afraid 
to confefs what he had never before bee n obliged to confefs, 
viz. that in his whole conduft refpe6ling that mod im- 
portant fubje£i, he had perfevered, becaufe he was anxious 
to difeharge his duty to his Maker, in doing an a£l of be- 
nevolence to his fellow-creatures. The noble Lord bad 

i 

fpokeii hardily of the Society in the Old Jewry, of which 
he was certainly a member, and it was his pride to belong 
to a fociety, of which fome perfons were members, whofe 
religious opinions had not drawn on them the partiality of 
the public; but it had never been urged agairid them that 
they were not men of tranquil minds, or men likely to 
promote the didurbances and animofities of mankind. Mr« 
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Wilhcrforce paid a very high compliment to a gentleman 
at the head of the Society. He denied that he had ever en- 
deavoured to blacken the charadlers of the Wcft-India 
planters, or had exaggerated fa£ls in any ftage of the evi- 
dence. In reply to Mr. Dundas, he went at great length 
into the population of the iflands, Mr. Long, Anderfon, 
and other good authorities, in fupport of his arguments— « 
that from the equality of the fexes, fince the year 1787, 
the beft way to inpreafe the population was t6 ftep impor- 
tation, as had been fuccefsfully done in Carolina and other 
parts of America. He begged gentlemen to recollefi, that 
fixing the period for 1795 was three years diftant; that the 
iflands mufi have been in a progreffive increafe (ince 1788, 
when they had a Efficient numl er, and that now the num- 
ber of males and females was nearly equal. He argued the 
increafe that might accrue in many iflands, by changing 
the cultivation of fugar for cotton* He likewife anfwered 
another argument, relative to the danger ariflng from the 
difproportion between the blacks and the whites, which 
certainly mufl be leflened by flopping future importation. 
He concluded by an appeal to the juflice and humanity of 
the Houfe. 

Mr. FOX aflTured the Committee, that he would not 
detain them for fo much as five minutes, but that he wilhed 
toflate to them the idea he Entertained of the queftion as 
it then flood, and to offer one Angle argument on it. The 
queflion he conceived to lie between 1795 and 1796; that 
was, whether the Have trade fliould continue two or three 
years longer ? The point they had to confider therefore 
was, whether the arguments in favour of 1796 were more 
weighty than thofe in favour of 1795. It was, Mr. Fox 
obferved, agreed on all hands, that a tenth of all the Afri- 
, cans put on board the Ihips upon thecoaft for the Weft In- 
dies died in the Middle Paffage, and that the average impor- 
tation was 300,CX50, confequently they were to fuppofe that 
33,000 were fhipped on the coaft. Befides thefe three thou- 
fand, a thoufand more died in the harbour, and full a third 
more after they were landed and before they became fit for. 
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labour, fourteen thoufand confequently died in one year.— 
What the Committee therefore had to make up their minds 
upon, before they voted was, whether they chofe, for the 
fake of continuing the Have trade, to ‘ipondemn fourteen 
thoufand human beings to death, and facrific^ them to the 
Wefl-India planters ? 

Mr. GRANT began with adverting to the logical defini- 
tions that had been ilated in the courfe of the feveral deflates 
on the fubjeft of the Have trade, and faid' he had no boun- 
dary-line to draw between politics and morality : but if he 
had been told that to be a great Statefman you muil be a lax 
moralill, the fhort acquaintance that he had with politics 
had convinced him, that if he entertained any fuch opinion, 
he ought to retradi it as unjuft. If he were a/ked if he was 
for an abolition of the flave trade ? He fhould anfwer, he 
was for the moft fpeedy and effedlual abolition of that trade. 
If he wereagain afked, what he meant by fpeedy and efFcc- 
tuai abolition ? He fhould anfwer a gradual abolition, be- 
ing convinced that the Have trade being an artificial evil, 
the refult of the vicious adminiftration of legiflation, it mull 
be abolifhed by degrees, or it could not bean effedlual abo- 
lition. If by an abolition of the trade, gentlemen meant 
no>rmore than Great Britain relinquiftiing that part of the 
trade Ihe enjoyed, Mr. Grant faid, he meant fomething 
very different indeed. He meant by an abolition of the 
flave trade, the toifal abolition of it, fo as to enfure the de- 
creafing the Aim of human mifery. He declared, he had 
l>een the other night aftoniflied to hear fome very falfe pro- 
pofitions from fo able and experienced a Legiflator, as the 
right honourable gentleman oppofite* to him. The right 
honourable gentleman had faid, the abolition was a Ihort 
queftion of juftice, and therefore they were to fet afidc every 
collateral confideration, and to do juftice. That he muft 
pronounce an erroneous propofition. He had ever con- 
ceived that the end of legiflation was to do good, and to 
confider of juftice in our means of doing it. _Now, there 
were fome occafions on which it was impoflible to do fo, and 
there the greateft good muft be the object even in violation 
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of ftrici juftice. He would illuftrate his meaning by an in-* 
fiance conneflcd with the immediate fubjefl before them ; 
let them fuppofe a cafe of emancipation. Wherever flavery 
exifjled, there necep*arily exifted oppreffion, ahd the coiiti« 
nuance of flavery was confequently a continuance of oppref- 
fion. If he had profeffed to do juftice, and a Have were to 
a(k him, how could he account for the ufe he had in view, 
in making him a flave; if he meant to do juftice, heftiould 
not continue him a llave ? He ihould anfwer, that his 
means were circumfcribed, and that it was true philanthropy, 
in aiming to cfFedl the greateft good, which the nature of 
the cafe would admit. If in confequence of his virtue and 
felf denial, he forbore to do an a£f, abftra(5tedly, an a£I of 
humanity, but which would produce a different confequence, 
he furely a£led rightly; were he to aft otherwife, he Ihould 
not fatisfy his confcience, becaufe he ftiould not diminifli 
the mifery he wiflied to relieve. So with the abolition of 
the flave trade; it was a queftion of prafticability and not 
merely a queftion of juftice. The queftion was whetivsr 
the gradual abolition would effeft the objcft better than 
the immediate abolition. It appeared to him, that thofe who 
contended for an immediate abolition, contended for a mode 
of abolition the moft imprafticable, and the Icaft likely to 
effeft its objcft fpsedily. If by merely putting the word im- 
mediate into a bill for abolifliingthe flave tiade, it would pro- 
duce the effeft, he certainly would vote for fuch a bill, but 
every man knjw no fuch effeft could be produced by fuch 
means. It had been faid, that there could be no compromife 
between juftice and inhumanity. So far from it, he declared, 
they ^vere continually compelled to make thoft fort of com- 
promifes. In pur laws there were piany points of injuftice 
to be found. A man might as well fay, he could not get to 
the top of the Monument by fteps ; or that he would travel in 
a ft-raight line, as that he would make no compromife. Sup- 
pofe' thus travelling, he were to encounter a river ? Would 
he fooner attempt to walk acrofs it, and rifle being drowned, 
than make a compromife, by going a little way about to find 
a bridge? Were any opppfition m^de to the coercion of th^ 
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laws of * this country, by the Weft-India iflands, he did not 
fee how we could compel to acquiefce in their operation, and 
that was furely a material objed fofr conlideration. He en- 
larged upon this as a ground for regulation, and a gradual ap- 
proach to abolition. There were fome argunqents, he faid, 
that either from his ignorance of the matter, or from the in- 
feriority of his talents, he could neither refute nor prove to he 
fallacious ; of this fort w^as the pofitlon, that when a man 
received a blow with a bludgeon, and got a broken head, that 
it* was only an imag nary evil arifing from the accidental con- 
taft of the man’s head and the flick, which both happened 
to be hard oppoling fubflances. So he feared^ if immediate 
abolition were adopted, the Houfe would find itfelf in the 
condition of the philofopher who flruck with the bludgeon, 
and the gentleman in the Wefl Indies, in the cafe of the man 
with the broken head. Notwithflanding the mode of argu- 
ment that his right honourable friend (Mr. Pitt) had ufed on 
this point, the planters were told “ you have no need for 
** any more flaves, you can do without them, though you 
think it neceffary yearly to import negroes in great num- 
byrs/’ And his honourable friend had proved, from very 
ingenious calculations, that they were at prefent fo well fup- 
plied with African negroes, that they could do without any 
more. This argument was fallacious ; but a part of the fal- 
lacy fwam upon the furface. If the negroes were free la- 
bourers, and could carry their produce to market, the cafe 
would be widely different ^ but it was to be confidered, that 
they were a property. 

Another fallacy was, if Jamaica was one man’s property, 
and all the plantations of it the eflate of an individual, the ar- 
gument of the negroes would apply ; becaufe, if the owner 
complained of bad crops, from the failure of fljeh and fuch a 
field ; he might be anfwercd, “.Why, if that field failed you, 
the next to it yielded an abundant produce but no fuch 
anfwer could be given in the cafe of an illand divided into a va- 
riety of eflates, belonging to different perfons, the crops and 
negroes on fome of Which might be extremely defeftive, al- 
though in others the latter might be plentiful, and the former 
redundant. He compared the argument founded on an average 
VoL. XXXII. 3L 
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calculation of the negroes, to the cafe of a man’s taking an ac- 
count of all the wealth of this kingdom, and dividing it by an 
average of fo much per man. Suppole to fuch a man, a poor 
wretch were to apply for charity ? Would it be thought any 
thing but a moft abfurd anfwer, if the perfon applied to were 
to fay “ you appear in rags and wrctchednefs, but according 
to my average of the wealth of the kingdom, you mult be a 
rich man, and therefore I won’t give you a farthing.” Or 
Would it be lefs abfurd, if a perfon in power, who had found 
by calculation^ that 20 felons a feflion were the number con- 
vidted at the Old Bailey, and executed, were to take up the 
firft twenty he found, and have them hanged ? Mr. Grant fol- 
lowed up thefe inflances of the ridiculous effeft of relying upon 
averages, with fome ferious arguments on the danger of too 
fpeedy an abolition. He faid, if in any me tfure he was pretty 
fure of doing a great good, he might perhaps overlook the tri- 
fling evil ; but when he was going to do that which had many 
Collateral evils inherent in it, common prudence diftated cau- 
tion ; if we precipitately fhut the legal door to the importa- 
tion of African flaves, while the prcjuJices of the planters 
wereftrongin favour of the importation, the natural confe- 
quence would be, they would have recourfe to other fources of 
fupply, and then greater expence to them, and greater mifery 
to the flaves would be the confequence of their attempt at too 
fudden and too precipitate an endeavour at abolitioni Mr. 
Grant faid, he wilhed a period to be thought of, that might 
give tlie planters due time to prepare for the abolition* There 
were, he faid, two propofitioiic before the Houfe, very oppo- 
fite in their natures, which he could not blend together, but 
he thought the proper point might be found between both.— 
He obferved, that the aftions and duties of an individual were 
pcrfedly different from thofe of the Legiflature. 1 1 was enough 
for an individual to relinquilh that which he conceives to be 
improper, whereas a Legiflator was to do merely the greateft 
quantum of good.* An individual need not look at all to the 
confequences of that which he had to decide upon ; whereas a 
Legiflator was bound to a£l upon a much wider fcalc, to weigh 
well, and to confider all the collateral effe&s of a meafure, and 
to adopt it under the convidion of a moral probability of its 
anfwering its end in all its various points and bearings. -Mr. 
4 
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Grant concluded with declaring, that he (hould be for a Ihorter 
period than the commencement of the year 1800, but not fo 
Ihort a one as that moved by his noble friend. . 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he did not rift to detain the 
Committee ; but fo much of his honourable and learned friend’s 
ingenious argument had been direSed immediately to him, and 
to what he had faid, that he wiflied extremely, in as fhort a 
way as poffible, to make two or three obfervations. His hO'- 
nburable and learned friend had began and ended with declar-^- 
ing, that the duties of an individual, and the duties of a I/Cgif- 
lature, were different ; undoubtedly they were fo, jnafn^uch as 
the fcale of confideration of the latter, and the application of a 
law, was wider and more general than that of any individual 
aft of the former. But his honourable friend's argument, if 
the Committee would but attend to the different parts of it, 
would be found to be beft illuftrated by his inflances, ad- 
mitted that his honourable friend had rightly called the flavp 
trade an artificial evil, arifing out of a vicious adminiftration 
of Icgiflation, and it fhewed that by a breach of juftice, and 
by one ftrong violation of every principle of juftice, they had 
put men into a fituatjon, in which they were neither able to 
p'referve order, nor promote their own felicity/ His honour^ 
able friend pofteflTed fo correft an underftanding, that he was ‘ 
fiire he would not urge an argument that was not complete in 
all its parts. His honourable friend had recommended it to 
them to leave that to the planters to execute, whjch they were 
known to be prejudiced againft, whereas he was for doing 
what was in their own power to effedl, and leave that part of 
the plan only to the planters, the executing of which belonged 
properly to their Houfes of Aflembly, and carried with it its 
own ncceflity of being properly executed by thofe to whoft * 
hands it was entrufted, as they had a material intereft in its full 
effeft. The honourable gentltman had talked of other fources 
of fupply being looked to by the Weft-India colonies for ne- 
groes ; m anfwer to which, firft, he faid> that as it was ac- 
knowledged that they had a power over their own colonics, 
and over their own (hipping, as he had before proved, he would 
not therefore again detain the Committee, by arguing it mi- 
nutely. He mentioned the imprafticability of fmuggling nc-^ 
grocs being carried on for any time fucccfsfully ; and with 
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gard to the trade not being aboli(hed in 17959. he fafd, if that 
were not complied with, from any argument that he had heardi 
he faw no reafon why it fhould not be continued for years and 
years, as well |s lengthened beyond 1785. He took notice of 
the argument of Mr. Grant, relative to the blow being merely 
ideal, which broke a man’s head, and oppofed it to the fuifer- 
ings of the Africans, when feized on the coafts of their own 
country. The arguments of his honourable friend might be 
urged by the planters, and were certainly ingenious ; but upon 
the argument of flelh and blood, it muft be evident to every 
man, who would not wifh a wilful obftinacy, or (hut his eyes 
to truth and reafon, that fuch arguments gave no conviftion to 
the Committee, that the trade fhould continue any longer. It 
had been* faid by his honourable friend, that every plantation 
was not in the fame profperous Hate ; it was true, however, 
and appeared from the evidence, that no one was in a ftate of 
want, and many in a ftate of great profperity. With regard to 
the arguments founded on the average wealth of this country ^ 
that as every man was upon the average comparifon rich, a 
poor beggar was not to be relieved ; if that argument, were to 
be pulhed to its extent, it might be carried to a degree of the 
extremeft ridicule ; as to the idea, that becaufe twenty were 
the number of the conviAions each feflion a^ the Old Bailey, 
it would be fair to feize the firft twenty they met, he would 
not treat thofe who were convifted at the Old Bailey, as the 
Africans were treated, and though in a country like this, the 
mod profperous on the average, and the moft profperous 
among its various ranks of fociety, there might be fome clafles 
living in a ftyleof poverty in a land of plenty ; that argument 
was not a fair one, but the honourable gentleman ufed the pre- 
judices of the planters for arguments. The Weft-India planters 
would not particularly objeft to twenty years, but to the abo- 
lition itfelf, as they had had abundant time to fettle the quef- 
tion ; and as to their being taken by furprife, that was impof- 
fible, as the queftion of abolition had become a matter of con- 
fideration among them for four years paft. So convinced was 
he of the force of their cafe, that were it poflible for a moment 
to lay dead all the feelings that ought on fuch a fubJeA to roufe 
the heart of human beings, and were he capable of coldly 
ftating it in a dry way as a philofophcr in a fpcculativc cloftt. 
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he was fure the ftatement of it muft as much convince the un- 
derftandings of all who littened to him, as the putting it with 
the warmth, that was almofl infeparabie from the bans looking 
at it, mufl cffedl and imprefs the feelings. His honourable 
friend had faid, ** You tell them there was no need for farther 

importation, though you are yearly importing thoufands.” 
In anfwer to this he had proved undeniably, that farther im- 
portation was unnecefTary, and no attempt had been made by 
the Weft-India merchants and planters to controvert his ftate- 
inent on that head. He concluded a very animated and able 
reply, with obferving, that his honourable friend had anfwer- 
ed himfelf, and refuted his diftinflion between the duty of an 
individual and the duty of a Legiflator, by declaring indefi- 
nitely that he fliould vote for fome 'period between the year 1800 
and 1795, and that to adopt his doftrinc would be to defeat 
their feheme, which was equal to its end, and to entrufi its ex- 
ecution to others, whdfe intereft it was to occafion its failure, 
whereas they ought to confider that all they gave up would 
be contributing to the (trengthening the adverfefide ofthequef- 
tion. 

Mr. GRANT, faid a few words in explanation. 

Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL faid, as he had never 
troubled the Houfe before on the fubjeft, he begged leave to 
ftate his fentiments. What had pafled, had in his mind redu- 
ced the argument in debate to a very narrow compafs. He had 
ever been for an abolition of the flavc trade. A right honour- 
able gentleman had called upon the Members for counties in 
particular to declare their fentiments ; he therefore took that 
opportunity of faying, that his own fentiments^ and thofc of 
almoft the whole of the inhabitants of the county, which he 
had the honour to reprefent, were in favour of a gradual aboli- 
tion. He Ihouldoppofe the abolition’s taken place in 1795, and 
with that view, he fhould propofc the year 1 796, as an amend- 
ment. 

The Committee divided ; 

For abolition in 1795, 121 ; Againft it, 161. Majority 40, 

Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL having propofed 1796 
as the period of abolition, 

Mr. FOX faid, if the amendment now propofed Ihould bb 
rejeded, and a bill brought in to aboiilh the trade in 1800, he 
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{hoiiM oppofe it, as pretending to abolifli what it meant in fa£l 
to continue. After the injufticc and inhumanity of the trade 
had bern proved and admitted, nothing that deferved the name 
of an argument hacj been adduced to (hew that its abolition 
would be more praflicable in 1800 than at prefent. He felt 
little anxiety for the fucccfs of the amendment now moved:, 
although he was willing to accede to it, becaufc he was con,, 
vinced that by the fame exertions in another fefiion of Parlia.!' 
ment, they (hould obtain the abolition at lead as early as 
1796. 

Mr. DUNDAS repeated fome of his former arguments in 
fupport of his own plan, and faid, that as the right honourable 
gentleman had brought him(blf to agree to four years inftcad 
of three, might not thofe who contended at firil for ten years, 
be, on better confideration, brought to agree to a fliorter pc* 
riod ? 

Mr. Alderman WATSON profefled himfelf a friend to the 
abolition, but was convinced that a reafonable time mud be 
given to bring it about. 

The SPEAKER fupported the amendment, but faid, that 
for fo fliort a period he (hould oppofe duties and redriftions 
on the importation. 

Lord SHEFFIELD faid, that if a bill was paflTed for abo- 
lidiing the trade in 1796, he (hould, next fedion, move the 
repeal of that bill. 

Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL a(kcd if Mr. Chancel- 
lor Pitt and Mr. Fox would, in a future dage, endeavour to 
fhorten the period, if 1796 (hould be then carried ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that confidering 1796 as the 
carlied period that it was now prafticable to obtain, he (hould 
make no farther attempt, if that were carried. 

Mr. FOX faid there were many regulations propofed in the 
original propofi lions ; and on the extent to which thefe were 
adopted, in a bill for aboli(hing the trade in 1796, would his 
a^quiefcence depend. 

Mr. MARTIN entreated gentlemen to confider what Mr. 
Fox had faid of condemning 14,000 Africans to death, by each 
additional year for which they continued the trade, and then lay 
their heads on their pillows with what i^uiet of ponfcienc^e they 
could, 
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The Committee* divided \ 

Forthe abolition in 1796/151; Againftit, 132. Majority 19. 

Mr. DUNDAS then faid, that as the gentlemen on the other 
lidc had now altered his plan, fo as to make it their own, he 
begged leave to return them the talk, which they had before 
transferred to him, of forming regulations ,and bringing in a 
bill. 

This gave rife to a converfation, the refult of which we un- 
derftood to be that Mr. Dundas agreed to give his afliftance in 
forming regulations and preparing a bill on the period of aboli* 
tion adopted by the Committee. 

A fecond converfation took place on the day on which the 
Committee (hould fit again ; and the chairman reported pro* 
grefs without fixing a day. 

The Houfc adjourned. 


Monday, '^oth ApfiU 


Mr. SHERIDAN prefented a petition on the behalf of the 
burgefles of the Royal boroughs of Scotland, dating the pro- 
grefs of their cafe before the Houfe, referring to their petition 
formerly prefented to the Houfe, and now praying to be heard 
by their counfel at the bar of the Houfe, to prove the exiibnee 
of the grievances complained of, and dating that they were 
pcrfeftly ready for that purpofe. 

Mr. DUNDAS objefted to the receiving of the petition, on 
account of the informality of the mode propofed, for tliat it 
referred to a former petition, and alfo the latcncfs of the IJtjf- 
fion ; and alfo, that if fuch a petition diould be heard at all, 
the burgefles who do not complain, and thofe who are charged 
^ith having committed abufes, fhould have notice of this 
proceeding, for which there was no time in the prefent fcf- 
fion. 

Mr. FOX reprobatedithe do&rine of the right honourable 
Secretary, and maintained the propriety of the prefent applica- 
tion. The Houfe had refufed to grant a Committee to inquire 
whether the abufes complained of did or did not exid. He la- 
mented the decifion very much, but at prefent, there was no 
remedy. The next bed dep the burgefles could take, they had 
caken> namely, that of alking leave to prove that they had not 
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aflfertcd any thing to that Houfe that was not true ; and that 
theytdid AOt impertinently trouble the Hotife, and call for a 
lemedy where there .was no grievance. They had taken the 
very ftep that he fliouid have advifed them, had they done him 
the honour of aiking his advice ; and the Houfe would adl un- 
juftly if it refufed to^nt what they now folicitcd. There ap- 
peared to him fomething miferable in the qiiibbing of the right 
honourable Secretary on thisfubjeft. How were the Mem- 
bers of that Houfe to know whether it was too late in the fef- 
fionor not,' that they were to take, on the word of a Minifter, 
who might ufe this obfervation as a mere 0)ift to get rid of a 
fiibje£t, when it was his view to defeat the claims of juftice. 
He warned him and the Houfe to take care how they refufed' 
to hear fubjects who complained of grievances, and who thus 
fo peaceably afked what they were fo obvioufly entitled to, 
namely, a right of being heard : thofe ftubborn refufals, flip- 
ported upon paltry tricks, and quibbles, would not always be 
fufficient to defeat the purpofes of juftice. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT thought there were clear grounds for 
rejcdling this petition, and thofe were founded on the uniforin 
prafticc of the Houfe — namely, that the petition had a public 
objeft cxprcfTed by it, and its prayer went toa(k the form of a 
private one, that of being heard by counfel, he therefore found 
himfelf bound to vote againft the receiving of it. 

Mr. SHERIDAN derided the petty lliifts made ufe of to 
keep juftice aloof frorp the prefent cafe. He was denied tHfl 
Committee to inquire, bccaufc he was told, that firfl he fliouid 
eftablifh the exiftence of fome grievances before the Houfe 
could think of giving its time^o the fubjecl \ and that when he 
was going to do in "the moft regular way, he was told he fhould 
not be heard at all. The truth was, there was but one objec- 
tion, and one wifh in the mind of the right honourable gentle- 
man who oppofed this. An objeftion to the complaints be- 
caufe they were true, and a wifli to defeat the application, bc- 
caiife it was juft. However, in his endeavours to conceal the 
fubjeft from the public view, he fliouid not fucceed, for al- 
though defeated fo often by influence, he fliouid ftill perfift un- 
til be (hould accomplifli his objefl ; he fhould move, on fome 
day in the prefent feflion, a firing of refolutioiis that would be 
deferiptive of the Hate of thefe burghs, the truth of which the 
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right honourable gentleman would not dait to combat. He 
had told him on a former day, he ihould be carefully watched 
here, and faitfully reported in Scotland, and he on that occa- 
lion had been pleafed to talk of his popularity U fince that time 
he had received letters from different parts, and from the moft 
enlightened, as well as the moft refpe<^able perfons in Scotland, 
and they fpoke of the right honourable Secretary in terms not 
very flattering to his popularity. 

Mr. DUNDAS faid, he (hould certainly dare oppofe any 
thing that appeared to him to have for its objed: the changing of 
the form of the conftitution of the boroughs of Scotland. With 
regard to his popularity — 

The SPEAKER called to order — and then gave his fenti- 
ments on the point of pradice with regard to petitions. Ge- 
nerally rpeaking, none but private petitions from individuals 
were fupported by Counfel at the bar. But there were excep- 
tions to this, according to circumftances. The Eaft-India 
Company, who held rights by charter, had been heard by 
Counfel on public bills. The matter was rather a difficulty 
with him, and he left it to the Houfe to determine on it. 

The queftion was then put, that the petition be received, and 
pafled in the negative. 

Mr. GREY rofe, in order, he faid, to give notice to the 
Houfe, of a motion which in the courfe of the next feffion he 
ihould have the honour to fubmit to their confideration, the ob- 
je£l of which was a reform of the reprefentation of the people. 
On a fubje6t of fuch importance, as that to which his motion 
I'elated, he could not content himfclf with merely ftating his 
notice, but would trouble the Houfe by faying a few words 
upon it. The neceffity of fuch reform had, he obferved, been 
often allowed and aflerted by eminent men both in that and the 
other Houfe of Parliament : it had been acknowledged by the 
right honourable gentlem^ over the way (Mr. Pitt) and by 
his right honourable friend (Mr. Fox) ; from the influence of 
different interefts, however, every attempt to introduce a re- 
• form had hitherto proved unfuccefsful. That the propofition 
had been, relinquifhed by the right honourable gentleman^ 
which had never fince been brought forward, he rather atri- 
bivted to its failure of fuccefs on former occafions, than to any 
change of opinion on the fiibieA. He meant not to throw im- 
VoL. XXXH. 3 M 
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putations on any gentleman^ or to cenfure them for a defertion 
of the caufe which he fupported; fo far from entertaining fuc 
an idea^ he hoped -and trufted he (hould find them forward 
friends and advocates of the propofition. He was fully fatis- 
fied and completely convinced that fince the fubjefl had been 
lafl; brought forward a conliderable change had taken place in,, 
the minds of the people, and that the uecelfity of a reform was 
at prefent pretty generally acknowledged. AbuTes had been 
permitted to creep into the .conftitution through negle£l> or 
had been introduced into it by corruption, and thofe abufes 
were of a nature fo dangerous, that they threatened the very 
cxiftence of the conftitution itfelf j a reform, therefore, he 
was perfuaded, was the only mode of preferving it from rapid 
decay, and fpeedy demolition, and on that meafure, the fecu- 
1 ity of the country, and the continuance of its freedom, de- 
pended. The terms were critical, and the minds of the people 
agitated ; it was to do away every caufe of complaint, and to 
preferve the peace of the Public and the general tranquillity, 
that he wilhed a reform to lake place in the representation. — 
Within the two laft years the privileges of that Houfe had 
been curtailed and infringed in a greater degree, that in any 
preceding period of equal duration. In his mind it was a 
point of,theutmoft importance that the Houfe fliould enjoy 
the good opinion of the Public, and poflefs their confidence as 
a true reprefentation of the people. If the Houfe was not con- 
fidered as the true reprefentatives of the people, the greateft 
evils were to be feared, the worft of dangers to be apprehended. 
The lofs of that charafter might produce all the miferies of ci- 
vil commotion, with which, God ferbid that this nation fliouU 
ever be afflifled. If there were thofe who wiflied to promote 
confufion and excite mifehief, he exceedingly regretted it: he 
difclaimed all connexion vs^ith fuch perfons, and tnuft ever re- 
probate their coiidudl. He was convinced, however, that the 
evils which threatened the conftitution, and endangered its 
fafety, could only be correfted by a timely and temperate re- 
form, and in his mind thfe meafure demanded the ferious conit- .. 
deration of every friend to his country, and would be found de- 
fervbg of his Support. He trufteJ, therefore, that between the 
prefent day, and that on which he fiiould bring forward the 
proposition, gentlemen would weigh well the queftion, and 
3 
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give it their meft deliberative attention ; and in that interval he 
hoped, that the fentiments of the people on the fubjedl would be 
fully afcertained 


* The folla*witjg is a Copy of the Declaration and Addrefs of the Society 
inftittUedfor the Furpofe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform : 

Frecmafons Tavern^ ztth Aprils 

At a General Meeting of the Society eftablilhed on the nth inftant, 
under the title of The Friends of the People, afTociated for 
the purpofe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform, William 
Henry Lambton, £fq. in thoChair, 

Received a Report from the CJommittec appointed by the Refolu- 
tion of the 19th infant, confining of the following perfons : 

William Baker, Efq. M. P. Chairman, 

Charles Grey, Efq. M. P. 

Samuel Whitbread, jun. Efq. M. P. 

John Wharton, Ef^. M. P. 

Richard Brinfley Sheridan, Efq. M. P. 

Philip Francis, Efq. M. P. 

Hon. Thomas Maitland, M. P. 

William Henry Lambton, Efq* M. P. 

George Rous, Efq. 

John Godfrey, Efq. 

William Cuninghame, Efq. 

James Mackintofh, Efq. 

Read a draught of an Addrefs to the People of Great Britain, con* 
tained in the Report of the Committee. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the faid Addrefs is approved of and 
adopted by this Meeting. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the Declaration already agreed on, 
together with the faid Addrefs, be printed and pubUfhed, with the 
names of the fubferibing members, and that the Committee be in- 
ftrudled to print and publifh the fame. 

DECLARATION. 

A number of perfons having ferioufly reviewed and confidered the 
aAual fituation of public affairs, afldflate of the kingdom, and hav- 
ing communicated to each other their opinions on thefc fubjedls, have 
agrdikl and determined to inftitute a Society, for the purpofe of prp- 
pofing to Parliament, and to the Country, and of promoting, to the 
utmoft of their power, the following conflitutional objoSls, making 
*the prefervation of the conftitution, on its true principles, the foun- 
dation of all their proceedings. 

, Firft. — To reflore the freedom of election, and a more equal repre- 
fentation of the People in Parliament. 

Secondly. — To fecure to the People a more frequent cxcrcifc of 
their right of electing their reprefentatives. 

3 M 2 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he believed irwas not ftriftly 
regular to enter into any obfervations upon a mere notice of a 
motion ; aad therefore he v^as under the correflion of the 
Chair, whethe/ or not he fliould articulate a fyllable. [Go 

The perfons, who have figned their names to this agreement, think 
that thefe two fundamental meafures will furnilh the power and the 
means of correding the abufes, which appear to them to have arifen 
from a neglefl of the acknowledged principles of the conftitution, and 
of accompliihing thofe fubordinate objects of reform, which they deem 
to be eifential to the liberties of the people, and to the good govern- 
inent of the kingdom. 

Signed by 


Charles Grey, Ef<^. M. P. 

Hon. Thomas Maitland, M« P. 
George Rous. Efq. 

William Cuninghame, Efq. 
John Tweddell, Efq. 

Earl of Lauderdale. 

Nicolls Raynsford, Efq. 

James Mackintoih, Efq. 
Thomas Chriftie, Efq, 

Malcolm Laing, Efq. 

Right hon. Lord Kinnaird, 
James Archdekin, Efq. 

William Harwood, Elq. 

David Godfrey, Efq. 

Higgins Eden, Efq. 

Phihp Francis, Efq. M. P. 
Charles Goring, Efq. 

John Hurford Stone, Efq. 

W. H. Lambton, Efq. M. P. 
John Godfrey, Efq. 

George Tierney, Efq. 

Arthur Piggot, Efq. 

J. B. Chuten, Efq. M. P. 
Gilbert Ironlide, Efq. 

T. B. Hollis, Efq. 

William Baker, Efq. M. P. 
Sam. Whitbread, jun. Efq.M. P 
Dudley North, Efq, M. P.- 
Sr John Throckmorton, Bart. 
John Courtenay, Efq, M. P. 
M. A. Taylor, Efq. M. P. 
William Breton, Efq. 

Tlmmas Rogers, Efq. 

Hon. Thomas Erlkine, M. P. 

R. Knight, Efq. 
HiomasThompfon, Efq. M.P. 
Colonel Tarleton, M. P. 

H. Howorthj Efq. 


Mr. Serjeant Bond. 

William Lufhington, Efq. 

Right hon. Lord J. Ruffcll, M. P. 
Samuel Rogers, Efq. 

T. C. Curwen, Efq, M. P. 
Peregrine Dealtry, Efq, 

Richard B. Sheridan, Efq. M. P. 
William Fullarton, Efq, 

Norman Macleod, Efq. M. P. 
James Lofh, Efq, 

John Sawbridge, Aid. Efq. M. P. 
Richard Weld, Efq. 

John Claridge, Efq. 

John Wharton, Efq. M. P. 

James Martin, Efq. M. P. 
William Smith, Efq. M. P. 

John Scott, Efq, M. P. 

Sir Bellingham Graham, Bart. 
George Byng, Efq. M, P. 

John Cartwright, Efq. 

Jer, Batley, Efq. 

Ralph Carr, jun. Efq. 

Ralph Milbank, Efq. M. P. 
Henry Howard, Efq. 

Sir J. W. S. Gardiner, Bart. 

B. £. Howard, Efq. 

E. B. Clive, Efq, 

* Henry Howard, Efq, M. P, 

^ ohn Leach, Efq. 

' bhn Nichols, Efq. 

, ofeph Richardfon, Efq. 
ohnTowgood, Efq. 

William Chifholm, Efq.' 

John Fazakerly, Efq. 

Richard S. Milnes, Efq. M. P. 
Samuel Shore, Efq. 

Samuel Shore, jun. Efq. 

Charles Warren, Efq. 
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on ! Go on ! was echoed, and re-echoed, from different parts 

of the Houfe.] He then proceeded. If ever there was an 

.occafion, he faid,. in which the mind of every man, who had 
any feeling for the prefent, or hope for the/uture, happinefs of 


LongKingfinan^ Efq. 

Edward Jer. Curtcis, Efq. 
Samuel Long, Efq. M. P. 

Henry Swann, Efq. 

T. fi, Rous, Efq. 
p. O'Bryen, Efq. 
j. Lodge Batley, Efq. 

James Weft, Efq. 

Richard Carpenter Smith, Efq. 
W. Ppwlctt Powlett, Efq. M. P. 
George Livius, Efq- 
Righc hon. Lord Daer. 


Hon. John Douglas. 

Right hon. Lord Ed w. Fitzgerald 
Rev. Dr. Kippis. 

J ames Jacque, Efq. 

Francis Love Beckford, Efq, 
Adam Walker, Efq. 

Richard Sharp, Efq. 

Rev. Dr. Joi^h Towers. 

John Clerk, Efq. 

Thomas Bell, Efq. 

John Wilfon, Efq. 

Andrew Stirling, Efq. 


ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


NO man, who is not ready toexprefs his concurrence in our prin- 
ciples, by figning the Declaration, can be admitted into our Society. 
The obje^b of it, as we conceive, are of a nature at all times fit to be 
purfued and recommended to the country. At different periods they 
nave heretofore been avowed and fupported by the highen authorities 
in this kingdom ; by eminent individuals, and confiderable bodies of 
men ; by Mr. Locke and Judge Blackftone ; by the late Earl of Chat- 
ham, and Sir George Savile ; by the Duke of Richmond, the Mar- 
quis of Lanfdowne, Mr. Pitt, and Mr. fox ; by petitions from feve- 
ral counties, and by repeated declarations from the city of London. 

In appealing to the avowed opinions of men of eilablilhed reputation, 
or of diitinguifhed rank in their country, wc do not mean to ftrengthen 
the reafon, or enforce the neceffity of the meafure we propote, fo 
much as to obviate all perfonal imputations, which the enemies of the 
caufe will be ready to throw upon thofe who fupport it; It is not 
that, on our own account, wc dread the effect, or regard the impref- 
fion, which fuch imputatiops may produce ; but we think it material 
to the credit and fuccefs of ourproceedings, to (hew, that wc arc not 
aiming at reforms unthought of by wife and virtuous men : that our 
opinions neither poifefs the advantage, nor are* liable to the objeflion 
of novelty ; and that we carmot be accufed or fufpedied of fadfious 
pu^ofes, or dangerous defigns, without extendin|; the fame acen- 
lation or fufpicion to the motives of men, whofe utuation and pro- 
perty, independent of their charadler, principles, and abilities, nave 
given them a moil important flake in the peace and good govetnmeitt 
of the kingdom. ' 

Convinced by our own reflexions, by experience, and by autho- 
rity, that the thing we propofe to do, is fit to be done, we have, with 
equal deliberation, weighed the leafons that recommend^ or be 
objeXed to the prefent time, as the mod or lead proper for b^ging 
it forward, Ob this pomt, we have no addrefi to m^e to the d^er- 
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this country, fhould be intcreftcd, the prefent was the time for 
itsxxertion. Th . prefent was the time in which the whole 
Houfe Iboiild lofe fight of form in the regulation of debate, 
and apply at once ig thd fubftance of the fubjed. Nothing 


mined enemies of a reform of every k.ind* Their objedion, whether 
valid or not, is to thefubilance of the meafure, and cannot be abated 
by circumftances. To thofe, who concur generally in the principle, 
but who may be inclined, by particular realons, to defer the attempt, 
we ferioufiy wifh to fubmit the fallowing confiderations : — That ad- 
mitting this to be a feafon of general tranquillity in the countjy, it is, 
on that account, the more proper for temperate refledion, and prudent 
exertions to accompliih any neceiTary improvement ; it is toe time 
when pradical mealures for that purpofe are moft likely to be adopted 
with diferetion and purfued with moderation. If we are perfuaded to 
wait for other times, of a diderent complexion, for times of public 
complamt, or general difeontent, we fhall then be told, that general 
remedies are not fit to be propofed in the moment of particular difor- 
der, and that it is our duty to wait for the return of quiet days, un- 
lefs we mean to create or increafe confufion in the country. The re- 
fult of this dilemma, if it be fuffered to prevail, is pure and abfolute 
inadivity at prefent, and for ever. On the other hand, if it be true, 
as we are convinced it is, that, in this general appearance of tranquil- 
lity, there is fome mixture of difeontent, as well as of ftrong and 
well-grounded opinion, on the fubjed of abufes in the Government, 
and corruptioias of the Conilitution, we wilh it to be confidered by 
men, whofe judgement has b^n formed or enlightened by experience, 
and whofe adions are moft likely to be dircdlcd by prudence, whe- 
ther, in taking proper mcafures to remove the caufe and objeds of 
fuch difeontent and opinion, the choice of the time be not a material 
part of the meafure ; and whether the earlieft time that can be taken, 
nr preventing the increafe of an exifting evil, be not the fafeft and the 
bsft ? 

The example and fituation of another kingdom, arc held out to 
deter us from innovations of any kind. We fay, that the reforms 
we have in view, are not innovations. Our intention is, not to 
change, but to reftorc ; not to difplace, but to re-inftate the Confti- 
tution upon its true principles and original ground. In the condud 
of perfoits moft likely to reproach us with a fpirit of innovation, we 
fee a foHd ground fbr retorting the inmutation. Their profeftions of 
admiration of the beauty and of zeal for»*:he fccurity of tne Conftitu- 
tion, appear to us too lavifh to be fincere, efpecially when compared 
with thofe pradical violations, with which they fuffer this beautiful 
fyftcm to be invaded, and to which they never refufe to give their 
concurrence, lliey will not innovate, but they are no enemies to 
gradual decay ; as if the changes infenfibly produced by time, and 
nouriihed by negled, were not in eftedthe moft dangerous innovations. 

. But what fccurity have we, that the difpoiitions of fuch men are not 
fomethin^ worfe than paftive ? How are we aflured that, in praifing 
the Conftitution, their intention is not to adorn a vidim, which they 
wifn to facrificc, or to flatter the beauty they are endeavouring to cor- 
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could be laid^ nothing could be whirpered, upcn this fubjeft, 
at this time, that did not involve queftions of the mod exten-. 
five, the moll ferious, the moil lading importance to the 
people of this country, to the very bein^ of the State. He 


rupt ? Let their intention be what it may, we anfwer their accufatson 
in the words of one of the wifell of mankind * : " That Time is the 

grcateft innovator ; and if time of courfe alter things to the worfc, 

and if wifdom and counfel (hall not alter them to the better, what 
“ (hall be the end ?” 

By the reform propofed by Lord Chatham +, he declared in the 
Houfe of Lords, that he meant to infufe a portion of new health into the 
Conftitution. The Duke of Richmond has declared :t^, that his rea- 
“ fons in favour of a parliamentjiry reform were formed on the expe- 

rknee of twenty-lix years, which, whether in or out of Govem- 
** ment, had equally convinced him, that the redpration of a genuine 
** Houfe of Commons, by a renovation of the rights of the people, 
** was the only remedy againft that fyftem of corruption, which had 
** brought the nation to difgrace and poverty, and threatened it with 
** the lofs of liberty.*' 

Other authorities, in favour of a parliamentary reform, as direft 
and epcplicit as thefe, might be quoted in abundance. The Public is 
polTeffed of them. We rather with to encounter, bccaufe we are fure 
we can elFace, in every rational mind, the imprefTion, which may 
have been made by a view of thofe events which have attended a total 
change in the conftitution of France. We deny the exigence of any 
refemblance whatever between the cafes of the two kingdoms ; and 
we utterly difclaim the necqlfity of reforting to (imilar remedies.-— 
We do not believe that, at this day, an abfolute avowed defpotifm, 
in the hands of the executive power, would be endured in this coun- 
try. But who can fay, to what conclufion the filent unrefifted ope- 
ration of abufes, inceifantly acting, and conftantly increaling, may 
lead us hereafter ; what habits it may gradually create ; wh'^t power it 
may finally eftablifh ? The abufes in the government of France were fuf- 
fered to gather and accumulate, until nothing but an eruption could put 
an end to them. The difeontent of the people was converted into defpair. 
Preventive remedies were either not thought of in time, or were not 
propofed until it was too late to apply them with effed. The fub- 
vernon of the ancient government enfued. The inference from this 
cpmparifon is at once fo powerful and fo obvious, that we know not 
by what argument to illuilrate or enforce it. We mean to avert for 
ever from our country^ the calamities infeparablc from fuch convul- 
fions. If there be, as it is faid, in any part of this kingdom, a dif- 
pofition to promote confufion, or even to arrive at improvement by 
iinconftitutional and irrrgular courfes, we hold ourfelves as (IridUy 
pledged to reiift that difpolition, wherever it may appear, as to pur- 
lue our own objedls by unexceptionable methods. If, on the contrary, 
it be true, that the mafs of the people are fatisfied with the prefent 
ftate of iliings, or indifferent about it ; if they approve of the repre- 
fentation as it (lands, the form of eleflion, and the duration ofthe 
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had other motives, he confefTed, befldes the general unportaAce 
of the fubjed, to fay a few words now upon it. It was a 
quefiion on which he had thought attentively. He was unwil- 
ling to weary the Houfe with many obfervations upon his own 


truft; or if, condemning thefe things, they are determined, from in- 
dolence or defpair, not to atten^t to corred them ; then indeed the 
efforts of individuals may be ineffedual, but th^ cannot be injurious 
to the peace of the community. If the fpirit ot the conftitution be 
dead in the hearts of the people, no human induftry can revive it.— 
To affirm, that lextehfive muchief may be done by a ftatement of fads 
or arguments, which make no general impreffion on the public mind, 
is a propofition that contradids itfelf, and requires no other refutation. 
We truft it will be proved by experiment, that thefe inconfiftent af- 
fertions are equally unfounded, and that the people of this country are 
j\o more difpofed to fubmit to abufes without complaint, than to 
look for redrefsin any proceedings repugnant to the laws, or unwar- 
ranted by the conftitution. Between anarchy and delpotlfm, fpeak- 
ing for ourfelvcs, we have no choice to make ; we have no preference 
to give. We neither admit the neceffity, nor can we endure the idea 
of reforting to either of thefe extremities as a refuge from the other. 
The courfe we are determined to purfue, is equally diftant from both. 

Finally, we affert, that it muft be blindnefs not to fee, and treachery 
not to acknowledge. 

That “ * the inftruments of power are not perhaps fo open and 
** avowed as they formerly were, and therefore are the lefs liable to 
** jealous and invidious reftedions ; but they are not the weaker upon 
that account. In (hort, our national debts and taxes have, in their 
natural confequenees, thrown fuch a weight of power into the exe- 
** cutive fcale 01 Government, as we cannot thinlc was intended by 
** our patriot anceftors, who glorioufly ftruggled for the abolition of 
“ the then formidable parts of the prerogative, and by an unaccount- 
able want of forefight, eftabliihea this fyftem in their ftead." Our 
general objetl is to recover and preferve ttic true balance of the con- 
ftitutipn. 

Thefe are the principles of our Affociation, and, on our fteady ad- 
herence to them, we look with a juft confidence to the approbation 
and fupporc of the people in the profecution of our objed. A mea- 
&re, lb likely to be oppofed by the united ftrength of various inte- 
refts, can never fucceed, but by tlie declared and hearty concurrence 
of the nation. 

Refolved unanimoufly. 

That a motiod be made in the Houfe of Commons, at an early pe- 
riod in the nextfeffiou of Parliament, for mcroducinga parliamentary 
reform. 


* Blackftone. 
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Condufti or what fecmed not cxiftly to correfpond with what 
he had profclTed in the earlied part of his public charafter ; 
becaiife he was convinced that the queftion to be brought for- 
\vard on this fubjeft, would involve fomething more than the 

Refolved unanimoufly. 

That Charles Grey, Efq. be requefted to make, and the Honi 
Thomas Er&ine to fecond, the -above motion. 

Signed^ by the unanimous order of the Meeting, 

W. H. LAMPTON, Chairman. 


At a Meeting of the Society of the Friends op the People, aflb- 
ciated for the purpofe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform, held 
at the Preemafons 'i avem, on Saturday, May 5, 1792, William 
Baker, Efq. M.P. in the Chair. The Right Hon. Lord John 
Russell, M. P. Deputy Chairman. 

Mr. Baker, from the Committee, brought up the following Refo« 
lutions, which were agreed to by the Society : 

Refolved, That it appears to this Meeting, that a formal notice 
having been given in the Houfe of Commons, on Monday the 5ctli 
of April, by Charles Grey, Efq. of his intention to bring mrward, at 
an early jieriod in the next feifion of Parliament, a motion for a par- 
liamentary reform, occaiion has lince been taken to throw out and 
propagate a variety of afperhons, equally groundlefs in fubltance, and 
opprobrious in terms, againft the motives, objedls, and proceedings 
of this AiTociation. 

Refolved, That although we are of opinion that the true objefls 
of our inftitution have been clearly defined, and diftindlly exprefied 
in our Declaration and Addrefs, it may ncverthelefs. be advifeable to 
encounter and repel the calumnies, with which we have been attack- 
ed, by the following obfervations, which we willingly fubmit to tbs 
cool and impartial judgement of our country. 

. That whereas it is objected generally by perfons, who have not yst 
ventured to deny the necefiity of a reform in the adiual reprefentation 
of the people, at fome proper but undetermined period, that the time 
we have taken, and the mode we have adopted, fofbringirg forward 
the meafure, are likely to produce the mofl dangerous confequences 
in the county ; we fay that the arguments, which determined us in 
the choice of the time, have been fully fiatedin our Addrefs, but hpe 
been no where anfwered, nor at all fairly confidered. This qbje^^ion 
h urged and relied on, as if it had not been forefeen and anticipated* 
We muft content ourfdves, therefore, with re-afierting, that a fea^ 
fon of quiet and profperity is the moft proper for mild and ^glnperate 
dilcuffic»n> as wdl as for taking moderate and reafonable^cuHtics 
for the future; and that the choice of fuch a time is aloacTofficicnt 
to clear us of any intention to promote popular difeontent. But we 
VoL. XXXIL 3N 
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charafter, the fortune, the connedion, the liberty, or the life 
of any individual. It might affeftthe peace and tranquillity 
which, under the favour of Providence, this country had, for 
a long time, enjoyed, in a fuperior degree, perhaps, to any 


underftand it has been particularly aiTerted, that the prefent time is 
improper, becaufe no fpecific grievance exiils ; vrhereas the period, ' 
when former propofals for retorm were offered to Parliament, was 
perfectly proper, becaufe a grievance did then fublift in the American 
war ; the origin, th;: continuance, and the calamities of which were 
attributed to, or fuppofed to be connefted with, the imperfeft and 
corrupted ftatc of the reprefentation of the people in Parliament. 

We do not admit, that the immediate non-cxiftence of grievances, 
which the acknowledged corruption of the inititution is at all times 
equally capable of producing, is any objedion againft taking fecurities 
to prevent the return of fuch grievances. But we pofitively affirm, 
that, in fadl, a cafe has lately occurred, which, on the very prin- 
ciples of the objection, eftablilhcs the neceffity ofa reform in the con- 
llniflion of the Houfe of Commons. We mean the late armament 
intended to adl againil Ruffia, which might have involved the nation 
in a mod impolitic and ruinous war ; and to which a large majority 
of the Heufe of Commons gave their fupport, in direft contradiction 
to the real interefts, and to the acknowledged fenfe of the people.— 
With refpeft to the mode of our proceeding, we conceive, that the 
objections urged againft it, ought to have been as precife, as fpecific, 
as the reafons we have affigned in fupport of it. Inftead of comparing 
the principles, wc profefs with thole of the conftitution ; inftead of 
canvaffing the terms of our declaration, and proving a contradiction 
between our profeffions and our conduCt, it is thought fit to load us 
with a loofe, unfupported, general charge, expreffed in the language 
of reproach, not of argument; of uniting with certain bodies 01 men, 
whole principles and practice, as far as they appear to be fuch as they 
are reprefented, we have not only difclaimed in the ftrongeft terms, 
but have declared, that wc are determined to refill to the utmoft of 
our ability. Not a fingle propofition, not one fcntcncc, nor even a 
word in the Declaration and Addrefs, which we have fubmitted to the 
Public, has been pointed out as liable to an objection of any kind. 
We do believe, that the minds of men are every day more and more 
enlightened on the fubjeCt of the conftitution and government of their 
country , as well as more attentive to it, than in former times. That 
difpofition has not been created by any efforts of ouri. We are eff opi- 
nion, that it exifts very generally tljrough this kingdom. Is it ufeful 
•to difeourage, is it poffible to fupprefs it ? We carncftly recommend 
it to thofe, who wifti well to the peace of the kingdom, to confider 
ferioufly, whether, under the aclcnowledged exiftence of abufes, a 
> declared refiftance to every propofal for amendment may not, in the 
event, prove favourable to the views of men whofe principles arc dc- 
ftruCtive of all good government, and wholly irreconcileabk with the 
object of our Affociation. 

Before the motion, to which one of our members, in compliance 
with the requeit of the Society, has pledged himfelf, can be ma^. 
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part of the habitable globe. It might afFe£l us, who* from 
the time of general darknefs and bondage to the prefent hour, 
had fat quietly, perceiving other Powers ftruggling with ty- 
ranny and oppreifion, while we enjoyed our freedom ; it might 


we hope the fenfe of the country will be diftindlly exprefled. If, after 
having done every thing in our power to obtain the, reform, which 
we think wanting, the country fhall appear to be fatisfied with the 
prefent Hate of reprefentation, we mull and Ihall fubmit : if, on the 
contrary, the propriety of our meafures ihall ap|^r to be generally 
felt and acknowledged, we (hall hold ourielves bound to ufe every 
legal and conftitutional meins of e^Fedlii^ a timely and temperate re- 
form ; the only one which we can propoic, and the only one to which 
we will give our concurrence. Whenever that objed is obtained, our 
Aifociation is at an end. We go no farther. The people then will 
poifefs a more perfed organ to exprefs their fentiments, and a power 
to corred thofc abufes, which we call fubordinate, and which we be- 
lieve to proceed principally from the prefent depraved ftate of the re- 
prefentation of the people in Parliament. ^ * 

Refolved, That the above refolutions, propofed by the Commit- 
tee, be agreed to, and adopted by the Society, and thit the Commit- 
ice be initruded to publiih the fame. 

Sijgned by order of the Committee, 

Wiljliam Baker, M. P. Chairman, 


Freemafon’s Tavern, Saturday, Juno 9, 1792. 


At a General Meeting of the Society of The Friends of the 
People, alTociated for the purpofe of obtaining a Parliamentary 
Reform, held this day, John Wharton, Efq. M. P. in the chair. 


The following letter, addrclTed to the Chairman of this Society, 
was read ; 


Sir, 


Monday noon, June 4, 1792. 


** After the ftrong Declaration and Proteft, which fome of us 
thought it our duty to make, at the meeting on the 19th of May, 
and in which we all heartily concurred, wc might perhaps have been 
juftified in adopting that line of hondud, which wc now find ourfelvcs 
bound to purfue, immediately on the appearance of the paper from 
the Society for Conftitutional Information, on the 2 jth of that month, 
if we had not been anxious, in that moment of critical expedation, 
to check every fymptom of difunion among ourfelves, in the fan- 
guine hope, that at the meeting on Saturday Jaft, the mod decifivc 
meafures might have been taken to obviate the fatal edfeds of that 
publication. 

You, Sir, will recoiled the weighty objedions which were made 
to Mr. Cooper's admiffion as a Member of the Affociatbn, the fpe* 

3N z 
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even bring us into anarchy and conf^^lon worfci if poflible, 
than if we had to contend with defpotifm itfelf. He thought 
the country ihobld know what the opinions of public men were 
Vpon the fubjed now before them^ and hpw they felt at this sno* 


cific ground of thofe objedions, and the declared refolution of feme 
of us to renounce our connedion uith the Aflbciation on that very 
account : And, as we cannot diilinguifh between the appointment of 
that gentleman to correfpond with Jacobbs at Paris, and the ex- 
prefs avowal of a fimilar correfpondence actually carried on under the 
hand and fignature of Mr. Cartwright, we are at a lofs to conceive 
upon what principle the one (hould nave ceafed to belong to the Adot 
elation, which did not equally demand the exclufion of the other. 

' ** No ftep of this fort appears to have oeen taken : Retaining the 
fame opinion of the propriety of a parliamentary reform, agreeably to 
thofe principles sshich ^oneinJuced us to engage in the Aflbciation> 
and which we ha\e repeatedly declared to the Public, we feel what is 
due to our own ccnfiitency ofcondud ; and under this imprefTion, we 
thbk it incumbent on us tu withdraw our names from a bociety, 
which, by contmuing iuch connedUons, will, in our opinion, fruf* 
tratothe attainment 01 thofe very objeds, for which alone the Afib, 
ciation was initituted, and to which alone its attention ought to bq 
direded. 

Wc have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

** and humble fervants, 

(Signed) John Russeli., 

William Baker, 

•* J. C. CuRWi N, 
Duolcy North, 

" J. Courtenay. 

To the Chairman of the 

AfTociation for obtaining a 

Parliamentary Reform.” 

Refolved unanimoufly. 

That if it had occurred to any Member of this AfTociation, thqt 
Major Cartwright ought to have been excluded on Saturday laft, it 
would have been an ad of public duty in fuch Member to have brought 
forward a Motion for that purpofe, 

' Refolved unanimoufly. 

That no one of the gentlemen who have afligned the continuance 
of Major Cartwright m the Society, as their foie reafon for quittbg 
it, did attend at the general meetbg on Saturday laft* 

Reiblved unanimoufly. 

That it does not appear upon what reafonable ground the five gen- 
tlemen, who have now quitted the Aflbeiation, could have entertain- 
ed a ** fanguine hope” that mcafures, which even they did not think 
fit to recommend, IhouU have been propoied by oth»s b their ^ 
fence. 
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ment. He confelfed they had a peculiar right to know front 
him his opinion on the fubjedf of parliamentary reform. Ho 
coqld have wilhed, that a fubje^ of this immenfc importance 
had been brought forward at a time when he was perfonaily 
more able to take an aAive part in a debate tlYan at piefent^ but 
above all^ on a day an which the Houfe had no other matter 

Refolved unanimoufly. 

That at the meeting of the loth of May » the name of Mr. Cooper 
was voluntarily withdrawn by the gentleman who had originally pro- 
pofed him, before any obje^ion had been publicly made, or any 
thing whatever had b^n fmd in the Society upon the fubjed. 

Refolvcd unanimouAy, 

That this Society have entered into no connedlions whatfoever, in- 
confiAent with their declared principles but, on the contrary, have 
publicly declined all intercourfe with another Society, whofe views 
and obje^ appeared to them irreconcileable with the real intereAs of 
the people, and the genuine principles of the conftitiiticn. 

Refolved unanimouAy, 

That if this Society had in any inAance contradifted, or departed 
from the declared principles and objeds of their inAitution, or de- 
viated from the mode which w as originally adopted for obtaining 
them, individuals might then be joAihed in withdrawing from it. 

Refolved unanimouAy, 

That no a^l, proceeding, or rcfolution of the AAbciation, has 
^en, or can be, pointed out, in which they have contradi(fted or 
departed from the declared principles and objects of their inAitution, 
pr deviated from the mode which was originally adopted for obtain- 
ing them. 

Refolved unanimoufly. 

That the Secretary be directed to expunge the name of Lord John 
Ruflell from the books of this Society. 

Refolved unanimouAy, 

That the Secretary be direded to expunge the name of William 
Baker, Efq. from the books of this Society. 

Refolved unanimoufly. 

That the Secretary be direded to expunge the name of John ChriC* 
fian Curwen, Efq. from the books of this Society. 

Refolved unanimouAy, 

That the Secretaiy be diredfed to expunge the name of Dudley 
]bJorth, Efq. from tne books of this Society. 

Refolved unanimoufly. 

That the Secretary be direfted to expunge the name of John Cptir- 
fenay, Efq. from the books of this Society. 

The names of thofe five gentlemen being expunged, agreeably tn 
the refolutions of the Society, 

Ordered, That the proceraings of the Society, on this day, be 
printed and publifhed. 

In name, and order of the Society, 

Signed, John Whaxtok, Chairman, 
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to attend to. He wilhcd alfo the honourable gentleman would 
bring k forward on fome diiHndl propofition Rated to the 
that they might, early in the next Seflion of Parlia- 
ment, take the whole qucftion into confideration ; in which 
cafe he fltoiild, periiaps, have referved himfelf until the day 
appointed for the confideration of the fubjedl ; but as this was 
a general notice, without any fpecific propofition, he muft fay 
lie felt no difficulty in averting, in the moft decifive terms, that 
he objefted both to the time and the mode in which this bufi- 
ncfs was brought forward. He felt this fubjeft fo deeply, tnat 
be muft fpeak on it without any referve. He would there- 
foffc confefs, that, in one refpe£l, he had changed his opinion 
upon this fiibjccl, and he was not afraid to own it. He re- 
tained his opinion of the propriety of a reform in Parliament, 
if it could be obtained without danger or mifehief, by a gene-* 
ral concurrence, pointing harmlcfsly at its objeft. But he con- 
fellcd he was afraid, at this moment, that if agreed on by that 
Houfe, the feciirity of all the blcffings we enjoyed would be 
ftaken to the foundation. He confeffed, he w as not fanguine 
mough to hope that a reform at this time could fafely be at- 
tempted. His objeft always had been, but now moft parti-* 
cularly fo, to give permanence to that which we aftually en-* 
joy, rather than remove any aftually fubfifting grievances.— » 
He conceived that the beautiful fyftem of our conftitution, and 
the only fecurity we had for the continuance of it, was in the 
Houfe of Commons ; but he was forry to confefs, that fecurity 
was imperfedt, while there were perfons who thought that the 
pcoj’lc were not adequately reprefented in Parliament. It was 
elTentiai to the happinefs of the people, that they Ihould be 
convinced that they, and the Members of that Houfe, felt ai^ 
identity of intereft. That the nation at large, and the repre- 
fentatives of the people, held a conformity of fentimeivt: this 
was the cftcnce of a proper reprerentative affembly ; under tl^is 
legitimate authority, a people could be faid to be really free ; 
and this was a Rate in which the true fpirit of proper demo-^ 
cracy could be faid to fiibfift. This was the only mode by 
which freedom and due order could be well united. If at- 
tempts were made to go beyond this, they ended in a wild Rate 
of nature that mocked the name of liberty, and by which thp 
human character was degraded, inRead of being free. He once 
4 
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thought, and dill thought, upon the point of the reprefentation 
of the Cooimohs, that if fome mode could be adopted, bjr 
which the people could have any additional fecurity for a con- 
tinuance of the bleflings which they now enjoy, k would be aa 
improvement in the condittuion of this c^ntry. That was 
the extent of his object ; farther he never wilhed to go ; and if 
this could be obtained without the rifk of lofing what we have, 
he (hould think it wife to make the experiment. When be 
faid this, it was not becaufe he believed there was any exiiHng 
grievance in this country that was felt at this liour. On the 
contrary, he believed that at this moment we adtually did enjoy 
as much happinefs as we (hould, or that a rational man could 
ever hope for ; and if he faid otherwife, he (hould be dealii^ 
unfaiily with the Houfe, with the Public, and wkh himfelf ; 
for thefe were his genuine feelings. He believed that we were 
in a date of profperity and progreflive improvement feldom 
equalled, never excelled, by any nation at any period in the 
hidory of this world. 

He then came to the time and mode of bringing this fubjeft 
forward. Upon thefe points, every rational man had two 
things to confider. Thefe were, the probability of fuccefs, 
and the ri(k to be run by the attempt. Upon the latter conli- 
deration, he owned, his apprehenfions were very great : he 
feared the corruptions that might follow the attempt ; and look- 
ing at it in both views, he faw nothing but difeouragement. 
He faw no chance of fucceeding in the attempt in the fird 
'^lacc, but faw great danger of anarchy and confiifion in the 
fecond. He faw no wifdom in attempting any thing, without 
an united and careful attention to the probable confequences, 
with fear and dread. It was true, he had made fome attempts 
upon this fubjeft himfelf, but at what time ? What were the 
circumdances in which he did fo ? There was then a general 
appreherifion, which now, ttank God, was referred to rather 
as a matter of hidory than any thing elfe ; all fear of danger 
was entirely removed ; but there was then a general feeling, 
that we were upon the verge of a public national bankruptcy, 
and a drong fenfe was entertained of praflical grievances 
this was at the conclufion of the American war ; fucceeding a 
period, when the influence of the Crown was declared to have 
increafed, to be increafing, and that it ought to be dimlnilhed. 
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Many thought^ and he was of the number^ that unlefs therd 
was a better connection between the Parliament and the people, 
and an uniformity of fcntinaent^ between them, the fafcty of 
this country was endangered. 

Many moderate men at that time admitte(i, there were 
abufes that ought to be correded ; but having weighed the 
whole ftate of the cafe, even as it flood then, they were of 
opinion, that although fome evil was to be met with, yet^ 
that on the whole the good pr'eponderated, and therefore from 
a fear of poflible confequences, they voted againft his plan of 
reformation i If in fuch a time, under fuch circumflances^ 
moderate men thought in this way, what would they think 
tinder the prefent circumftances ? He put it not only to that 
Houfe, but alfo to the country at targe ; and he would a(k alt 
moderate men in it, what were their feelings on this fubjeft 
at this moment ? He believed that he could anticipate the 
anfwer — This is not a time to make hazardous experi- 
** ments.” Could we forget what leflbns had been given to 
the world within a few years ? Could we fuppofe that men 
felt the fituation of this country, as now happily contrafted 
with others, to be In a deplorable condition ? Could we ex- 
peCl that thefe moderate men would become converts to the 
new fyftem attempted in another country ? A fyftem which 
all men would rejed. He hoped that fuch doftrinc would 
not &nd many profely tes among the moderate and the peace- 
able ; if not, there could be no hope of fuccefs, and confc-^ 
quently, no wifdom in the attempt. But it feemed that there 
was a great number of perfons in this country who wiihed 
for a reform in Parliament, and they were increafing daily^ 
That their number was great, he was happy enough to doubt i 
what their intereft or their vigour would be, if called upon to 
exert themfelves, againft the good fenfe and courage of the 
fober part of the community, did not occafion him much ip-* 
prehenfion. He did not mean to allude to any particular 
Member of that Houfe for the purpofe of being fevcrc— but 
when they came in the fliape of advertifements in newfpa* 
pers, inviting the Public as It were to repair to their flandard 
and to join them; they Ihould be reprobated, and the ten- 
dency of their meetii^s expofed to the people in their true 
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colours. He was willing, as long as he could, to give gen- 
tiemen the beft conftruAion that could be put upon their ac« 
tions, and to give them credit for fuch fcntiments ; but this, 
advertifements he alluded to in the public newfpapers, were 
fan6iioned with the very name of the honourabje gentleman 
who had given this notice. He would fay, that there ihould 
.be a great deal of aflivity on the part of the friends of our 
conftitution, who ought to take pains properly to addrefs the 
public mind, and' to keep it in that ftale which was neceflary 
to preferve our prefent tranquillity. He had feen with con- 
cern, that thofe gentlemen of whom he fpoke, who were 
Members of that Houfe, were conneSed with others who 
profelTed not reform only, but direft hoftility to the very form 
of our Government. This afforded fufpicion that the motion, 
for reform was nothing more than the preliminary to the 
overthrow of the whole fyftem of our prefent Government- 
If they fucceeded, they would overthrow what he thought 
the beft conftitution that was ever formed on the habitable 
globe. Thefe confiderations led him to wifli the Houfe to 
take great care that no encouragement (hould be given to any 
ftep that might fap the very foundation of our conftitution. 
When he faw thefe opinions publifhed, and knew them to be 
connefted with opinions that were libels on the form of our 
Governmept ; the hereditary fucceflion to the Throne — the 
hereditary titles of our men of rank — ^the total deftru£lion of 
all fubordination in the State, he confefTed he felt no inclina- 
tion to promife his fupport to the propofed motion for a parli- 
amentary reform. It was to follow a madnefs which had 
been called liberty in another country — a condition at war 
with true freedom and good order, a ftate to which defpotifm 
itfelf was preferable — a ftate in which liberty could not exift 
for a day ; if it appeared in the morning, it piuft perifli be- 
fore fun-fet. He begged leavp to affure the Houfe that he 
thought it his duty, to the laft hour of his life, to oppofe to 
the utmoft of his power, attempts of this nature ; fo much 
did he difapprove of the prefent attempt, that if he was called 
to chufe cither to hazard this, or for ever abandon all hopes 
or defire to have any reform at all, he would fay he (hould 
have no reform whatever, and he believed that as a Member 
Voi. XkXIL 3 O 
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of Parliament, an Englifliman, or as an hdneft man, it was 
bis duty to make that declaration at once. He wifbed th6 ho- 
nourable gentleman to refle£l on his chatafter, the ftake he- 
had in the country, the hazard to which he niight expofe 
himfclf, and the great pofleflions he was heir to ; but above 
all, for the honour of his fplendld and rifing talents for elo- 
quence, and the purfuits of virtue, all, all might be loft by 
an indifcrect attempt upon thefubjeft ; he could not help la- 
menting that this -notice had been given. He had then made 
a fort of compendium of all the objeftions, he faid, he fhould 
^fubmit to the Hoiifc and the Public, if the motion fhould 
ever be made, and concluded with an encomium on the con- 
ftitution of this country — a monument of human wifHom, 
which had been hitherto the exclufive blefling of the Englifli 
nation. 

Mr. FOX faid, he underftood that they^werc in fome 
ineafure to confider themfelves as debating fome part of the 
fubjeil in the prefent ftage of it, and the queftlon now was> 

Whether this fubjedl (hould ox fhould not be brought for- 
** M^ard early in the next feffion of Parliament ?” He felt ad- 
ditional difficulty from the fpeech he had juft heard, and he 
was fbrry to find it received fo much of the approbation of 
the Houfe. He knew that within the walls of that Houfe, 
the words Parliamentary Reform” were completely unpo- 
pular, the Public, he believed, regarded it in a very different 
view, and therefore he fhould ftate to the Houfe what the 
feelings of Ris mind were upon the fubjeft. Firft of all he 
begged it to be remembered, that he never profeffed to be as 
fanguine upon this fubje^ as the right honourable gentleman 
who had juft fpoken ; but although lefs fanguine, he happerted 
to be a little more confiftent in this cafe, for he had early, in 
his public life, formed an opinion of the neceffity of a parli- 
amentary reform, he remained to this hour as fully convinced 
as ever of that neceffity. The danger which then exifted, 
flill exifted to the liberty of the people. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had, year after year, made fpeeches in favour 
of a Parliamentary Reform. He had followed it tip to the 
year 1785, when at laft all his ardour forfook him. The 
caufe for this reform had, fo far from diminiihing, been pro- 
3 
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grcffively incrcafing, and more than ever in the laft feffion of 
Parliament ; he had given his reafons upon this fubjedt be- 
ore ; he would not now fay that there muft be a parliamen- 
tary reform ; hc"was almoft forbidden to talk of 4t from the 
fpeech he had juft heard ; but unlefs fomething was done — he 
knew it was not agreeable to the Houfe to hear it — ^but he 
would repeat, that unlefs fomething was done to quiet the 
minds of the people, there would be fome difficulty in pre- 
fefving the internal tranquillity of this kingdom for any great 
length of time. The misfortune was, that the proceedings 
of that Houfe often were at variance with the opinion of the 
Public. 

Of the truth of this, the armament againft Ruffia was 
a ftriking inftaiiceJ The declaration of the Houfe was, 
that we fhould proceed to hoftilities. The declaration of 
the people was, that we fhould not ; and fo ftrong was 
that declaration, that it filcnced and overawed the Mi- 
nifter with his triumphant majority ; he was obliged to 
relinquilh his plan at a time when he had a confiding 
and implicit majority. What was the confequence ?— 
That the people of England were at this moment paying 
the expence of an armament for which they never gave 
their confent, and as far as that goes, they pay their 
money for not being reprefented in Parliament ; that 
their fentiments were not fpoken in Parliament, and 
what was ftill worfe, that when a complaint was made 
of the impropriety of this, thofe who called themfclvcs 
the reprefeiitatives of the people refufed to inquire into 
the fubjedl at all ; they did not think it worth while to 
clear up to the people any part of the tranfa£tion, fo as 
to ftiew them the folly of their opinion, and the wifdom 
of their reprefentatives. 'Tbefe were the points that dif- 
gulled the Public with the proceedings of Parliament ; 
the truth was, that the principle on which this, as well 
as other votes, had been given by that Houfe, was wrong 
in itfclf ; it was the confidence which had been To im- 
plicitly given to the Miiiifter, and that too not merely 
to him from experience of his probity and talents, but 
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merely becaufe he was Minifter ; the do&rine was, that 
the agent of the executive power for the time being, be 
he who he may, is entitled to confidence ; and if he af- 
terwards commits what the people call a blunder, no in- 
quiry ftiall be had into his condudl. As to the other 
part of the Minifler’s fpcech, which related to the allies . 
of his honourable friend (Mr. Grey), he thought he 
fliould give it a complete anfwcr, by faying to the Mj- 
iiifter, Pray, who will you have for your’s ? — On our part 
there are infuriated republicans— on yours, there are the 
flaves of defpotifm ; both of them unfriendly, perhaps, 
to fome part of the conftitution of their country, but 
there was no comparifon between them in point of real 
hoftility to the fpirit of freedom ; this one, by having too 
ardent a defire for liberty, loft fight of the true medium 
by which it was to be preferved ; the other detefted the 
thing itfelf, and were pleafed with nothing but tyranny 
and defpotifm. As to the books that had been lately pub- 
liflied upon the principles of Government, and to which 
the Minifter alluded, when he talked of dangerous doc- 
trine againft monarchy, he could only fay, that he had 
not read many of them : there were two well-known 
pamphlets, written by a gentleman, who had diftinguifti- 
ed himfelf as an author, during the American war, a 
native of that country, of the name of Paine. One of 
thefe two pamphlets he had read ; the other he had not 
feeii ; and he muft fay, that whatever merit might be 
met with in that publication, he could not fuppofe we 
were fo far reduced, as to be in any great danger from the 
abufe of a foreigner ; nor becaufe, perhaps, (he did not 
remember feeing it, by the bye) that the word reform*' 
was to be feen in the Rights of Man," that therefore 
all thofe who thought a reform neceflary, agreed with 
the general tendency of that book ; the truth was, that 
the book, called Rights of Man," was a performance 
totally difterent from all ideas of reform in our Govern- 
ment. It went to the length of changing the form of it. 
Why, then, ftiould thofe who profelTed reverence for 
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the conftitutlon of this country, be charged with haying 
taken up the fentimentfs contained in a book that was a 
libel on it ? As to the fear of innovation, ho confeffed 
there appeared to him to be very little in it ; at leaft it 
could not be well urged by the Chancellor of the Exche* 
quer, becaufe upon that point he muft argue againft him«! 
fclf ; if innovation was wrong now, it muft have been fo 
always, when the Minifter brought it forward. In Ihort, 
the longer the reform had been delayed, the more ur- 
gent it became, and care ftiould be taken that the difeafe 
fliould not be permitted to increafe, until it required a 
defperatc remedy, 

In fhort, upon the word innovation, he muft take the liberty 
of repeating what he uttered almoft the firft time he addrelTed 
that Hoiife ; an obfervation which fome thought quaintly ex- 
prefled “ That the greateft innovation that could be introduced 
** in the conftitution of England, was to come to a vote, that 
** there (hoiild be no innovation in it/* The greateft beauty 
of the conftitution was, that in its very principle it admitted of 
perpetual improvement, which time and circumftances ren- 
dered neceffary. It was a conftitution, the chief excellence 
of which was, that of admitting a perpetual reform. He faw 
nothing in any human inftitution fo very reverend as not to ad- 
mit of being touched or looked at ; in his opinion, the per- 
manency of the conftitution muft depend upon what the people 
thought of it, and before they could have any great reverence 
for it, it was neceffary they fliould be convinced that the voice 
of their reprefentatives was in unifon with their own ; he did 
not chufe to make any invidious reference to paft circum- 
ftances ; if it was to be underftood that the Houfc of Commons 
fliould be the organ of the public voice, he muft fay that he 
could not help wifliing ^hat no Minifter might again advife the 
Sovereign to difregard the addrefs of the Houfe of Commons, 
becaufe it did not fpeak the voice of the people. [Alluding to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer's condufl in the year 1784, 
when the Houfe of Commons addreffed the King not to diffolve 
the Parliament at that alarming crids.] He could not con- 
ceive any thing more dangerous than fuch a praiftice. Here 
he took a view of the prefent adminiftration, and the hiftory of 
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it, as applicable to the prefent fubjefi, and confefled that them 
W’as a great deal of the Miaifter’s fpeechrthat he did not under- 
fland when compared with fome of his former declarations.^ 
Much had been infilled upon, although obliquely, upon the 
fuppofed terrific fitualfion of France, upon which he fliould ob- 
ferve, that the old governnient was fo deteftablc, that the moft 
moderate man he ever heard in his life, agreed, that if it could 
be proved that there could not be great improvements introduced 
into it, the whole of it flioiild be overthrown at once ; the re- 
volution therefore was juftified, and therefore there did not 
appear to him fo much danger from the fuppofed contagion of 
their example ; to dread fimilar danger we fhould be in fimilar 
circiimftaiices, which was nothing like the cafe. Why then 
fhould we Ihut the door againft reform ? Whenever he heard 
fpeeches on the dreadful fituationof the French, (tolerably well 
exaggerated by the way, in the accounts we received of their 
calamities, and of the defeftivenefs of the prefent form of their 
Government) ; he always thought they preceded expreflions of 
difapprobationof all reformation in this country. If it be true 
that the people of this country feel grievances, and really wifh 
for a parliaiijentary reform, they have a right to have it ; if, 
on the contrary, there are no fuch grievances, nor any fuch 
willies, his honourable friend was in the right to give this no- 
tice ; it afforded time to inquire into the fadls, and called on 
the Public for attention to the objeft. ' At all events it was 
proper that attention fhould be called to thefe things, and, he 
believed, it w^ould turn out to be the general opinion that a re- 
formation was wanting, for he believed it to be a principle 
which attended all human inftitutions, that nnlefs they were 
amended, they would naturally become worfe, that whatever 
was not improved mult naturally degenerate. 

He might be alked, Mr. Fox faid, why was not his name 
in the lift of the fociety for the reform f . His rcafon w^as, that 
though he fa'w great and enormous grievances, he did not lee 
the remedy. Had his J^onourable friend confulted him, he 
fhould have hefitated upon recommending him to take the part 
l.e had taken ; ' having, however, taken it, he could not fee 
w hy the prefent period was improper for the difeuflion. The 
right honourable gentleman, he thought had in his warmth 
out-run himfelf, when he held forth Great Britain as the only 
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power exempted from derpotifmand anarchyi and in pofleflion 
of undifturbed liberty : France, Mr. Fox faid, had entirely 
changed a deteftable Government. Poland, he hoped the right 
honourable gentleman would not maintain, was under defpd- 
tifm ; and he would make a falfe (latement if he dated other- 
wife than that America was in tlic fuU\enjoyment of liberty, 
a liberty which had produced juftice, commerce, wealth, and 
profperity. The world he believed to be rapidly improving in 
fcience, in knowledge, and in virtue ; and as philofophy was 
fpreading her light round every part of the world, England 
alone, he hoped, would not remain without improvement, 
and enveloped in the darknefs of bigotry. Our conftitution he 
admired, and particularly that principle of it which admitted 
of every improvement being grafted upon it fafcly. The 
Crown had been curtailed of its prerogative, the Lords had 
had their privileges abridged, and the Commons, within his 
memory, had alfo had their privileges abridged ; he faw no 
danger therefore in continued reform, and had no difficulty in 
declaring himfclf a friend to improvement of every kind. He 
concluded with obferving, that he wilhed the Public to know 
the real objed of this notice. To call the public attention to 
thefubjeft of a reform in the reprefentation of the people in 
Parliament. 

The SPEAKER reminded the Houfe, that they had no mo- 
tion before them ; but faid, if it was their pleafure to proceed, 
he fliould fubmit entirely to their judgement. 

Mr. BURKE began by faying that there were few fubjefls, 
indeed, which would have induced him tp come down, and 
deliver his opinions in that Houfe, but this was certainly one 
which he thought he was in duty bound not to pafs, over in 
filence. He was now'an old man, and there was ftill a ftrongcr 
reafon for his not engaging in thedifeuffion of public queflions, 
that he had received fro^m his bell friends the bed advice that 
they could have given to him, it was, to retire. His friends 
judged right, and he certainly thought himfelf unfit for bufi- 
nefs, when he recollefted that he had lod fuch friends, as any 
man mull have been proud to aflbeiate with, and with whom 
he had fo long afled with the mod fervent and mutual fince- 
rity j that being the cafe, the advice and the condudl of his 
friends, as well as twenty-feven years experience in Parliament, 
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was a warning for him how to guide his future proceedings in 
that Houfe^ or in other words, a warning to retire, cohfider- 
ing himfelf at the fame time as one who had done his duty, and 
had become old and infirm in the fervicc -of his country ; yet 
while he left more a£tive concerns of life to the condudl of 
more vigorous men in yearl and underftanding, he ftiU would 
put in his claim as a friend to the country, to ufe his utmoft 
exertions in its fervice, whenever an attack was made upon 
the conftitution, and to defend its real interefts againft every 
attempt to overturn it. As invalids therefore are always put 
upon garrifon duty, and though not the firft for foreign fervice, 
are thofe who ought firfl to move when the garrifon is attacked, 
it became his duty now to come forward ; they ought cfpeci- 
ally to be foremoft in the defence ; becaufe if they were worfted, 
they left behind them thofe who were poflefTcd of more ftrength 
and greater power to defend it effeftually. In this view, he 
looked upon the prefent notice, which, taking it merely as a 
notice, he confidered to be fraught with mifehievous confe- 
quences ; not that he meant to aferibe any wrong motives, or 
intentions, to thofe who brought it fi^rward, becaufc he knew 
well that there were amongft them many for whom he had the 
highefl refped, and mod fincere fricnddiip ; but, he mud con* 
tend, that though their motives might be as pure and patriotic 
as could be, dill, by afting upon an erroneous fydem, the 
confequences might be dangerous. He was happy to fee, and 
to congratulate the Houfe and the country upon one thing, 
and it was that two very great, and defervedly very great men, 
in that Houfe, and in the opinion of the country, gave fimilar 
opinions, and entertained fimilar fentiments upon this fubjeS, 
with this only difference, that the right honourable gentleman 
oppofite to him had dated his belief that no fuch grievances ex* 
ided as ought to induce the Houfe to agree to this idea of re- 
form, and the other right honourable gentleman thought that 
if thofe grievances did exid, the ffifcnds to a reform had not 
propofed or held forth any thing like a remedy for them, be- 
cayfe he was convinced that a parliamentary reform would not 
be an clFeflual remedy, if fuch grievances exided. He did 
not think that that word reform ought to carry that weight with 
it which fome gentlemen feemed to allow. If a reform was 
nccclTary, the way to prove that it ought to be agreed to was 
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Bril by Jdating the grievance, and then pointing out the fpeci- 
fic remedy. This, however, was not done in the pircfent 
cafe. The friends to this plan of reformation feemed to ad- 
drefs the people in the fame manner, as if a phyfician was to 
fay to a patient, You labour under a terrible difeafe; and 
** muft take any and every remedy we preferibe for you, whe- 
ther it is opium, an emetic, a bliftering plafter^ or all to- 
*** gethcr ; you muft take them, however difeordant in efFeds, 
becaufe, depend upon it, you are in fuch a defperate iitua^ 
tion that you mull do it." Similar was the prefent mode of 
telling the people you are unhappy, ought to be difeorttenteci, 
and call for a reform, though we do not even pretend' to fpe- 
cify or fhew what reform is proper, or fuch as might be of 
any fervice to you. He confidered giving a vote in that 
Houfe upon any fubjecl as very different to joining an aflbeia- 
tion for making converts to a caufe by holding out to the people 
the neceflity of complaining, when they themfelves felt no 
caufe for complaint. The prefent reformers appeared in the 
light of quacks, rather than regular phyficians, for they held 
out preventives, when no difeafe was dreaded, which they 
wilhed to crahi down the throats of the people, and make them 
complain, when they were not fenfible of grievances, and 
when the public voice was completely different to what thofe 
friends to reformation Hated it to be. He would alk if the 
fenfe of the people had been confulted, whether this aflbeiation 
would have been formed ? Were there any petitions from the 
people Hating their grievances ? * If this was not the cafe, wag 
it good and conftitutional doftrine to hold out to them, that 
the Houfe of Commons was in itfelf a grievance, that there 
was in its formation fomething intrinfically corrupt ? Let de- 
mocracy get to its greateft extent in this country, or in t^t 
Houfe, Hill it 'would be found that there were, and would 
continue to be, great men in that Houfe upon different fides of 
any queftion, that muft and ought to have influence. - He re- 
gretted being obliged to notice what a right honourable friend 
of his had faid, relative to the proceeding in the year 1784, 
their mifehievous tendency he allowed as Well as the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, but what did arife from the cohduftof 
the different focieties and clubs that aflbeiated in 1780, in 
inany;parts of the l^ingdom ? Thefe focieties, in aflbciating» 
Voi,XX»II 3JP 
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were obliged to admit amoogft their numbers men of very dif- 
ferent principles, and reformers of various denominations, the 
confequence was,, that no fyftcm could be thought of that fuit- 
ed the views of all, of courfe many were diiTatisfied, and in 
the end they dropt eveiy idea of their own reform ; this failure, 
however, he could not afcribe to the right honourable gentle-^ 
man oppofite, who did every thing he could to bring about a 
reform, and feemed as eager and zealous to effedl it, as be en- 
forced it with all the natural eloquence and energy that he pof- 
feiled. 

At this period, the acquiefcence of the people was reckoned 
necelTary, as he trulled it ever would, and it was found then, 
and he believed it would be found now, that the people had no 
fuch idea in their heads ; they did not then, nor would they 
now, call for a parliamentary reform. What next did the 
honourable gentleman fay ? — ^Why, that they muft make the 
people feel the grievances they laboured under, if they could 
not difcover them themfelves, and excite them to complaints 
which they knew no caufe for ; and all this they would do from 
the following argument : that they know fome reform is nc- 
ceflarv, and that by putting it into the hands of fuch men as are, 
from their rank, fortunes, charader, and refpedability in the 
country, the moll likely to propofe a temperate and adequate 
reform, having much at ftake themfelves, they will ftudy the 
more the interefts of the people. As to the charafters of the 
men, he would not hefitate a moment to pronounce them en- 
titled to every encomium that could be bellowed on them , but 
would they pledge their chara£ler$ and their confequence in 
this country, that if they once raife a llrong fpirit of reformation 
and inrtovation amongd the people, they will undertake, or 
have,the power, to guide their opinions, and prevent excefles, 
when the ideas of the people not improbably may carry them 
to an ungovernable length, upon a fubjed which they uoder- 
fiand but little of. If the honourable gentlemen who pro- 
pofed this could guide and regulate the public opinion as they 
could their own, the cafe would be different ; but that was not 
polfible, and therefore he thought there could be no fuch thing 
as a temperate reform. Let them recoiled, that in the days 
of Hampden, Hyde, and other reformers of tladc days, and in 
different periods of tfat EngUlb hiilory, it was found qlmoft in* 
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variably that the beginners of any reformation never faw it 
, ended. This was one ftrong reafon why they (hould not coun- 
tenance any indefinite reform ; for in faft they never could 
know its extent and its confequences. He ^reed perfedlly 
with his righi u jnourable friendi that this country had been for 
a very long time in a perpetual ftate of innovation, and pro- 
grelfive reform, and though Kings had reigned who rather 
checked than encouraged improvements of the conftitution, 
yet it was found that improvements had, from time to time, 
taken place, and they were uniformly found to be rather in de- 
fence of the real conftitution than innovations. It was like- 
wife true, that we had at different times cut off certain branches 
of the prerogative, when thofe branches were found to be ini- 
mical to the welfare of the people, but we had always kept the 
lamp of the conftitution burning, and fupplied it occafionally 
with neceffary aftiftance, without ever attempting to alter its 
former nature ; we had feen a reformation, a revolution, and, 
on an abdication of the crown, we had feen a new family feat- 
ed upon the throne ; but we had never, at any one period, 
touched upon an alteration in the reprefentation of the people 
till very lately. If we are in flavery, if in anarchy and con- 
fufion, if, in fliort, we labour under any grievance whatever, 
let us look if it proceeds from the reprefentation of the people 
11^ Parliament. Is the landed or commercial intereft affeiled ; 
or does any one intereft overpower or aft againft another in 
this country ? or can it be proved that fuch are the effefts of 
the prefent reprefentation of the people ? He really believed 
not. The Ruffian armament had been mentioned, and cer- 
tainly that was a fubjeft upon which the opinion of the people 
was very decided, though that opinion differed widely from 
the opinion of that Houfe. The people were decidedly againft 
the mcafure, but yet they did ^ot go fo far as to fay that the 
meafure ought to deftroy the Minifter ; and this, he contend- 
ed, was generally the cafe with the people of England, who- 
ever was Minifter at the time. It had been fo with Sir Robert 
Walpole, and would be fowith every future Minifter. He 
came next to what had been faid on Paine’s book, which he 
thought kad been very properly termed by the right honourable 
jgehtl(;man a libel of the moft infamous kind againft the confti- 
of this country. He would afk thofe who fu{^rted 
3 ?* 
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thofe vifionary A:hemes of reform^ what it was they had to 
dread ? Could they point out any peffon in that I^oufe who 
was the avowed friend to derpbtifm, or could they fugged any 
thing like a (orlipiracy againft the privileges of the people ?— 
He believed it was impoflible ; but he thought there was no 
difficulty in faying; there were thofe in the country who were 
avowed enemies to the conftitution. [A cry of, Name him t 
Hame him !] He begged gentlemen not todiftrefs themfelves 
by the repetition of calls, with which he could not comply j 
he would alk, whether he had called upon them in a fimilar 
way, when they made allufions much ftronger than he had done ; 
however, he would fatisfy their curiofity on this point, by dat- 
ing what the declared opinions of that night warranted him to 
do, which was, that Paine's pamphlet was an infamous libel 
upon the conftitution, and fherefore that thofe dubs and fo- 
cicties who recommended that book to be read by the people, 
were the avowed enemies of the conftitiitipn, by preferibing to 
the people, what was admitted by the firft men in that Houfc, 
a libel on the conftitution, tending, by its contents, to fubvert 
and overturn it. Mr. Paine had been called a ftranger, a fo- 
reigner, not an Englifhman, a Frenchman, nor American. 
In fhort, he feemed to be a man who knew juft enough of al| 
countries to confufe and diftraft all, without being of the leaft 
life to any. There were in this country men who fcrupled not 
to enter into an alliance with a fet in France of the worft trai- 
tors and regicides that had ever been heard of, the Club of the 
Jacobins. Agents had been fent from this country, to enter 
into a foederation with that iniquitous club, and thofe were 
men of feme conflderation in this country ; ihe names he al- 
luded to were Thomas Cooper and James Watt. [Here Mr. 
jSurke read the addrefs prefented to the Club of the Jacobins by 
thofe gentlemen on the i6th of April.] He faid, this was no- 
thing of fancy or invention, but an avowal that there ^ were 
clubs in this country, who bouiid themfelves, by a foederation 
yirith thofe regicides, to approve their condud, and aA in con- 
cert with them. He likewife could name others who avowed 
fnnilar principles ; ifor inftahce, Mr* Walker of Nluichefter i 
and what did thofe people do ? (fid they only ^iyc th^ir. ^own 
(entiments ? ^o. By the anfwer of the jacobin dub, it fP* 
peared that ^ole worthies of Manchei&r undertook^ 
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^hat authority he knew not, to rcprefqit aH England. This 
Jed him toftate, that, however upright the motives of the ho- 
nourable gentlcrtlen near him might be, |hey muft neceflarilyj 
in order to fucceedin their objed, unite tbemfelves with foiixe 
of the worft men in the kingdom. 

He ridiculed the idea of a moderate or temperate reform as 
impoflible, nor could he look upon the prefent fehemes as if 
there were two parties, one for a temperate reform, and the 
other for a fubverfion of the conftitution. And he would alk 
thofc honourable gentlemen if they could anfwer for all who 
might join them on this occafion, and were furc that they would 
]be fatisfied with moderate meafures ? He then obferved that 
France was not in a fituation for reform, but was diftrafted 
by a violent party. He deferibed the National AflTembly as 
Confifting of 700 Members, 400 of whom w^ere lawyers, 300 
of no defeription that he could name ; and out of the whole ho 
believed there were not fix of them that poiTefled in any one 
way lool. per ann. Having treated the National Aflcmbly 
and their conduft with great contempt, he afked if this was a 
time for encouraging vifionary reforms in this country ? He 
faid, though he had generally difagreed to the reforms formerly 
propofed, it was bccaufc the mode did not meet his approbation ; 
and he never had refiftcd reform when he thought it likely 
to be ufcful ; for inftance, the reform moved by the* right ho- 
nourable gentleman feemed to him, if it had been agreed to, 
produdive of good effefls, without rifle of any harm ; but in 
the year 1780 the aflbeiatesin different parts of the country 
would have defeated any template reform. The noble Duke? 
who was then a reformer had propofed one mode, arid the right 
honourable gentleman another, and he ftated what the differ- 
ence between them was. He adverted to the country meet- 
ings, which he thought flot the moft probable or quiet way of 
obtaining the fenfe of the people, or even knowing the true 
fenfe of thefe meetings. Heniade fome remarks on confidence 
in Mihlfters, whicli had been too much enlarged both in 1784 
pd 1792, towards the right honourable gentleman, as had 
been flatedbyhis honourable friend. He then declared his 
fixed admiration of fiiat conftitution, which gave us freedom 
without iofing order; and vrhich, by increafiug its order, in- 
creafed its liberty ; and which, he hoped, and trufted, he ever 
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voqM fee a continuance of, unmolefted and fecure againft every 
nttacL Theories ought to be formed in experience, and in* 
ftcaid of adapting the conftitution to a theory, the theories he 
wiflied to lee grow^out of the conftitution. He concluded, 
by putting it to the Houfe to fay, whether they knew of any 
exiting grievance that warranted the rilk, that muft inevi- 
tably attend the propofed motion for a parliamentary re- 
fiptrm. 

Mr« FOX &id, that he muft explain, in a few words, three 
points on which the right honourable gentleman had mifun- 
derflood him i the firft was not very material : it was, that 
though he mentioned Paine’s book as a libel on the conftitu- 
tion, he had not ufed the terms infamous and feditious, &c. — 
which the right honourable gentleman applied to it. The next 
was that when he had mentioned confidence, it was without any 
perfonal allufion to the right honourable gentleman oppoHte, 
but to the King’s Minifters for the time, conceiving the confi- 
dence of late fo much required by the executive power as very 
unconftitutional and deftrudive. The third was, that he had 
itol faid that a parliamentary reform could be no remedy to 
exifting grievances, but that he had heard of no fpecific 
mode of reform that he was convinced would be a proper re- 
medy. ' 

Mr. BURKE ftiortly explained, and in the courfe of what 
be faid, declared that with regard to confidence, he had no 
connexion cither with Minifters or thofe out of office, but he 
well remembered, the firft great queftion about confidence was 
ufed by^the right honourable gentleman in 1774, and he thought 
it a very ftrong point at the time. 

Mr. WINDHAM faid, he acknowledged that he faw more 
than an ordinary difficulty to fpeak on this fubjeft, and he felt 
confiderable pain alfo from being obliged to oppofe any thing 
brought forward and fupported by his honourable friends near 
him, with whom he always thought it an honour to agree.— 
But upon the prefent occafion, his duty and convi£tion led 
him, even upon the notice given, to offer his moft folemndecla j 
ration, that whenever and in whatever lhape the motion for a 
parliamentary reform was brought forward he muft oppofe it. 
Without going into particulars, he would coniine himfelf to^^ 
the mode of brir.ging it on, gad the remedy to be applied to 
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them ; and he oppofed it particularly on this ground^ that it 
tended to raife and excite amongll the people an univerfal (fif- 
content, where none exifteid previouily. It was eafy to raifea 
ftorm, but it was not in their power to know when it might 
abate, or what efFe£Is it might produce. *He did not mean u> 
make any improper allufion to the motives of his honourable 
friends, but as to their allies in this bufinefs, he mull fay that 
there might be a great difference between their motives and 
their purpofes, and for different purpofes from the fame mo- 
tive, but the queftion feemed to be thus put by fome people ; 
either that the public mind is already excited to complain by 
exilling grievances, or it is not ; if it is, the propofed feheme 
mull be ufeful and innocent, if not, it is right to put it in the 
power of the people to confider of their real fituation, and de- 
termine accordingly. This dilemma, which the printed paper 
feemed to put the people in, he difapproved of, becaufe there 
was nothing definite or conclufive in the propofition. It fup- 
pofes the country to be dead to a fenfe of its grievances, which 
is bad, becaufe it wifhes to roufe the people from quietnefs to 
ferments and confufion. The grievances, if any, ought firft 
to be pointed out, and fully confidered, and then the remedy 
that was to be applied, fo that by comparifon, the fyftem might 
be cither approved or reje£lcd. He had oppofed the plan for 
reform brought forward by the right honourable gentleman for- 
merly, but certainly when times were confidered, he had far 
greater reafon to oppofe that now brought forward by his right 
honourable friends, when the public mind boih here and ia 
other countries was in fuch a (late, that even the flighted fcratch. 
might produce a mortal wound. He dated the dangerous aUi^ 
ances which fuch aflbeiations mud enter into ; whatever their 
odenfible or real motives might be, he agreed with the lad 
Speaker, that the beginners of reforms could not always end 
them, and that a temperate parliamentary reform was imprac- 
ticable. He alluded to the doSrines of fome of the clubs that 
had been mentioned, which tended to nothing (hort of ^ total 
fubverfion of the conditution. He recurred to the opinions of 
our ancedors, and the veneration in which they held the con- 
ditution, when the admiration of it was fuch that any perfon 
who had uttered a word of difeontent would either be reckoned 
mad, or difaffeded. He hoped, and wilhed from his bout. 
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lhat ftage of this reformation might be refifled^ and hn 
tnifted fuccefsfully ; and was much afraid that his honourable 
friends were not aware that, by the alliancas they formed^ they 
were far from' being certain that they were not foftering a young 
lion, who in the firft moment of his power, might employ his 
firength againft themfelves ; upon all which grounds, he gave 
his avowed refolution to oppofe the motion whenever it ap« 
:peared. 

The honourable T. ERSKINE faid, he did not rife to an- 
fwer any thing that had been faid that night, but account why 
his name appeared in the paper fo frequently alluded to. He 
would not only do this, but pledge himfelf to fulfil the promife 
annexed to his name. And if it Ihould afterwards happen that 
he was miftaken in the rcfult, he would not be afhamed to own 
. it, becaufe he had the confolation to think that he was not the 
firft that begun this fyftem. The right honourable gentleman 
oppofite, who began his political career with more than extra- 
ordinary parliamentary reform, which, though unfuccefsful, 
did him the higheft honour, and correfponded cxa 61 Iy with the 
profeffed fentiments of his father, whofe wifdom, ability, and 
great political charadler, was as jtiftly admired as it was dear to 
the country. In this cafe it became him to ftate to the Houfe 
what he had done, why he did it, and’ to reply to what had 
been faid as to the time and mode of doing it ; and he felt ex- 
tremely happy, when he thought that fo early an opportunity 
had occurred to explain his condufl, becaufc he declared that if 
fae was convinced at any future period, that he bad a£ted wrong, 
however confeious he now was as to the reditude of his mo- 
tives, he would at once retrafl all he had done, and confefs his 
error. His mode of life, and that bufinefs which t%ed him 
with the managementof other people’s affairs, made it necef- 
fary to think of confequences, and ad accordingly. It could 
not therefore be thought, that if the purpofes of the affociation 
which he had joined, were to icatter doubts amongft the people, 
tq fay vthey were a ruined nation, and, as it were, to found the 
trui^pet of alarm [a cry of hear ! hear! vociferated from all 
parts of the Houfe], Mr. Erlkine alked, was this the purity or 
the piippriety of the Houle ? if they meant to hear, why makn 
fuch a noife to render it impoffible, by drowning at vqice al- 
ready exhaufted by the fatigniehe had undergone in another 
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plaoe^ apdifany thing he faidinerltedfuchapplaufe, hetrufted 
the Houfe would permit him to finiih his fentence. If it was 
their purppfe to found the trumpet of alarm, and combine for 
the fubverfion of the conftitution, was it poffible that he who 
was a lawyer, and knew the blefling of the conftitution which 
he enjoyed much advantage from, could have lent his name to 
any fuch fcheme i He ftated his ideas of the conftitution in the 
three diftindl branches of King, Lords, and Commons, and 
declared his attachment to the real conftitutional principles. — 
He then came to the mode of ele&ion, which in its beft ftate 
we owed entirely to accident ; it coiild have been formed in no 
other way ; and he wifhed to know if the right honourable gen- 
tleman oppoKite would aflert, or even allow that there was at 
this moment an adequate reprefentation of the people in Parli- 
ament ; he did not believe that he would ; and he begged to 
know in what refpe£t thofe grievances, which induced the right 
honourable gentleman to tnove for a parliamentary reform in 
17^4, were altered at prefent, what had happened fince, or 
was the right honourable gentleman aflfured that the Parlia- 
ment, from the effe£ls of the American war, would not rc- 
lapfe into that ftate of corruption, jivhich he then thought they 
were in, and woulcT acknowledge this as the objedl of his mo- 
tion, and of his father’s opinions alfo— was the voice of the 
people fufficiently felt now? What fecurity have we in his 
admiration that the fame calamities may not happen, and 
the fame corruption, as happened then ; and if any danger at- 
tached to reform, certainly the right honourable gentleman 
muft incur a greater cei^re than thofe with whom he ade^^ 
by having firft propofedRo reform that conftitution which was 
fo often faid had been from age to age the admiration of the 
world. It was impoffible that the opinions of a fet of young 
men, as they were called, written on a fquare bit of paper, and 
printed in the daily newfpapers^ could have greater danger in it, 
than the opinion of Lord Chatham. There was nothing, he 
contended, in the declaration that entrenched on the preroga- 
tive of the King or the privileges of the Lords or Conunons* 
So much was he a friend to the conftitution, that if he thought 
it attack^ in any way, he would readily return to the profef^ 
(ion he had left, and fight for it while he hail breath. He 
dated what a melancholy day’s work be had had in ^ Couct 
Vot. XXXIL 30. 
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of King^s Bench, adverting to the.cafe of John Home Tooke, 
who had written and uttered fuch libelbus matter againft that 
Houfe and the conftitution, and who, in his defence, had ip* 
ferred to their journals to prove that boroughs were bought and 
fold like cattle at a fair ; and he ventured to fay, -that had there 
been no truth in what he advanced, he would not have been 
allowed to go out of the Court in the way he did, nor could 
any jury have hefitated a moment to give a Verdift for his right 
honourable friend, as they had, at tall, very properly done that 
day. He Hated, that on the Rullian war, the opinion of the 
Houfe was diametrically oppofite to that of the people, and 
yet the people obliged the Minifter to forego his plan, though 
hot by their reprefentatives in Parliament. If the hundred 
gcntlerte'n now aflbciated, aSed upon wild or vifionary ideas 
the country would foon find them out, and decry them ; but if 
otherwife, what danger could attend any thing they have done i 
If the faSs on which the afibciation had been founded, were 
either falfe or exaggerated, then their efforts would be ftill- 
born and abortive. But if, on the contrary, their union was 
formed on a right principle, dnd if it fliould alfo appear that 
there were perfons in the country who were determined to at- 
chieve every polGble rtiifchief to the conftitution, then the aflb- 
clation might.take their motto from Mr. Burke, who had faid, 
in one of his works, that '* wheh bad men confpired, it be- 
“ came neceffary for good men to aflbciate !” In this view 
of the queftion, he might add from the fame authority, “That 
“ temperate reforms were wife in proportion as they were 
" moderate, and that great reforms were bad as they are def- 
” perate.” The latter ever refembled the conduct of a mob 
before a brothel, who “ abate the nuifance by pulling down 
** tlie Houfe !” He prbceeded to defend the mode in which 
this bufmefs had been brought forWard. There was in fa6t no 
inode left, he faid, but that of an appeal to the underftandings 
of the people. To fpeak in that Houfe of a parliamentary re- 
form, Wait literally addrefling argument to the “ deaf adder.*’ 
The application ffluft fall from the intereft whidi individuals 
had in the fubjeift. It was, as if he had to make a profeflional • 
addrefs to a jury on an eje&ment, and were told on his rifing, 
that each of the individuals who compofed the juiy, were te- 
nants in comincm on the eftate in queftion. In fuch a cafe he 
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ihould certainly put an immediate end to his addrefs. He al- 
luded to Mr. Pitt*s having created fo many Peers, both in Eng- 
land and Ireland, not on account of their fervices in the field 
or cabinet, but merely fpr borough intereft, and he contended 
every Minifter miift do the fame, while the prefijnt fyftem ex- 
ifted. With regard to Mcflrs. Cooper and Watt, when firft 
mentioned, he was forry to hear of it, becaufe he and the 
other gentlemen wifhed to be as cautious as pofiible about ad- 
miifion of improper perfons, but his mind was at eafe when 
he now could .fay that they had nothing at all to do with the 
afibciation. 

Lord CARHAMPTON rofe to complain of having been 
unneceflarily alluded to by a right honourable gentleman. He 
really did not wifli to create an unpleafant or irkfome feeling 
in the right honourable gentleman’s mind. Some gentlemen 
liad thought thofe who were for a reform were fincere. Would 
the right honourable gentleman give him leave to doubt i be- 
caufe he believed the right honourable gentleman to be a good 
friend to the confiitution, he could not believe him to be fin- 
cere, and was glad to fee he had not figned his name among a 
focietyof, what (hould he call them, of Knights of the Square 
Piece of Paper. 

Lord NORTH faid, he would but for a fhort time intrude 
on'the patience of the Houfe, not meaning to enter into any 
argument upon the fubje£t of the notice given by his honoura- 
ble friend, as that difcullion would be more proper when the 
regular moment for difeuflSon came ; he rofe merely to exprefs 
his difapprobation of the propofition. His Lordfliip exprefied 
his fatisfadion at the language held by Mr. Pitt, and allured 
him that he would co-operate with him in refilling the motion 
whenever it Ihould be made. That alTociation might be ufeful 
and in fome cafes necelTary, he was not prepared to deny, but 
that mull be in cafes of fuch extreme exigency that the remedy 
could be little Ihort of a revolution. He declared, he gave his 
honourable friends full credit for their fincerity and for the pu- 
rity of their intentions ; but thofe who, like him, preferred 
real and practical happinefs, mud Hop at the onfet, or they 
might wait till rcfiftance would be too late, and the ability of 
his honourable friend and the abilities of thofe who might jorn 
with him in forming an oppofition to flop the torrents oi‘ po- 
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iitical fury, when once it was rbufed, might be overborne by 
the arts, ingenuity and popular do£lrines of Mr. Pdine and his . 
aflbciates. His l/>rd(iiipYaid he could not better illuftrate tHe 
manner in which reforting to fuf:h a mode of quieting the dif- 
contents of <he people and prcferving the conftitution ftruck 
him, than by quoting a faying, which an honourable friend qf 
his, and who was certainly not the leaft diftinguifhed by abili- 
ties as a member of the AfTociation, had put into the mouth of 
Mr. Acres. I fight in order to prevent any mifunderftand- 
ing.” He hoped his differing in this particular inftance from 
the opinion of his honourable friend who had given the notice, 
would mate no alteration whatever in that fricndfhip which 
had hitherto fubflfled between them, and which he looked to as 
one of the comforts of the remainder of this life. 

Mr. POWYS faid, he had read the AfTociation advertife- 
ment, and heard the notice given by bis honourable friend, 
with a great degree of pain, but he confidered it as no fmall al- 
leviation of that pain, that the Houfe were permitted the de- 
bate, fince it was not only an acknowledgement of the import- 
ance of the fubjed, but a recognition, that it was paramount 
to all the forms of the Houfe. Mr. Powys entered his proteft 
againftthe propofed motion, and faid, he thought it became 
every man to ftep forward and exprefs his difapprobation of it. 
He declared he was one of thofe, who at all times and under 
all circumftances, have oppofed the idea of reform. His vi- 
Itial organs were, he faid, fo bad, that even with all the aid of 
the telefcopes, or glalTes, of modern reformers, he could not 
fee the defeds and blemifhes in the conftitution that thofe ocu- 
lifts would fain point out. It might be thought that he had 
eyes that could not fee, or an heart that would not acknowledge 
what he faw. It had been well faid, by an honourable and 
learned gentleman quoting the language of a right honourable 
friend of his, when bad men confpired, good men mull allbci- 
atc.** Againft whom where they to unite ? He looked only to 
(he genial heat that animated and invigorated the conftitution, 
and not lo little minute fpots and blemilhes, that might polfi- . 
bly be difeovered in Ibme parts of it. Let gentlemen before they 
give any vote, compare the a£lual bleifings they how enjoyed, 
with the theoretical perfedion, which the honourable gentlman 
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IRTould have them pbfTers. What would the honourable gen- 
tleman below hip fay would be gained by adopting their pro- 
pofitiona ? . Where they to be tried by the merits of the qucf- 
tion itfelf, or by fope adventitious circumftance ? We were 
not at prefent unquiet, but we were tirft^o reduce the fubjeAs 
of the country to a ftate of unquictnefs, and then carry the plan 
into execution. Were the gentlemen fure, that when difeon- 
tents were once fomented, it was in their power to allay them? 
The honourable gentleman called himJblf a phyfician ; had he 
felt his patient’s pulfe, and was he convinced his medicines 
might not operate to the deftrufiion of the patient? Thus 
much he could not help faying, and he called upon gentlemen 
not to argue the quedion, but to enter their direft protell; 
againd it. 

Mr. LAMBTON fald, that if the declaration of the Society 
were pregnant with fuch mifehiefs as had been imputed to it, 
he ihould think himfelf infane when he figned his name to it* 
But he faw none of the mifehiefs, and many of the benefits. 
It was a fad too palpable to be denied, that abufes did exift 
in the reprefentation of the people. The nation was tranquil,^ 
profperous, and wealthy ; the Monarch on the throne bebved 
by his fubjeds ; this was, therefore, the mod proper time to 
confider temperately of thefe abufes, and apply the proper re- 
medy. By what means had the public opinion on the flave 
trade been communicated to the Houfe, but by alibciations of 
men comparing and fpeaking their fentiments upon it ? So it 
would be in all cafes founded on reafon and judice. Whatever 
difficulties they might meet with at fird, the Houfe would at 
length be induced to hear and grant the remedy. He was forry 
to hear reforms treated as vidonary, and abufes gloiTed over by 
gaudy and founding epithets. Thefe might difguife, but could 
not conceal them. He was not a republican, a name attempt- 
ed to be fixed on all Vho ^Iked of reform. He was for the 
prefervation of the three branches of our Government, the 
union and co-operation of all, and an enemy only to that which 
rendered them odious and deformed. Their defeSs were what 
induced perfons to write againft the conditution itfelf, and 
others to read their obnoxious doArines. To remove thefe de- 
feds, was to perform the bed fervice to the conilitution, and 
difarm its enemies of this only plaufible ^gument. 
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Mr. T. GRENVILLE faid, it was not for the purpofe of 
arguing the fiibjeA that he rofe, but it was to difcharge his duty 
in endeavouring to avert the danger that he feared, from the 
fubjed being in agitation, becaufe the propofition that was 
brought forward tencfcd to excite a fpirit of complaint in the 
people. He was ready to coalefce with any man, to enable 
him to refill elFedually the meafure propofed, and therefore he 
would be happy to unite with the right honourable gentleman 
in oppofing the motion, becaufe he thought it was fraught with 
the utmoll danger to the conftitution. 

Mr. SHERI DAN began with remarking, that a noble friend 
of his had dated, from a very poor authority, a circumdance 
of two perfons agreeing to light| to prevent a mifunderftand* 
ing. He fliould have imagined the noble Lord would rather 
have confidered that as a fort of Irilh excufe for a duel, than as 
any ferious matter of argument. When the motion Ihould 
come, forward, he trulled it would be met by argument and 
reafon, rather than by declamation and clamour, for that had 
been a day of clamour, rather than a day of debate. He hoped 
there would be no radical difpute among thofe with whom he 
had the honour to a£l in general, or at lead that their difference 
on a particular point would not be increafed by the applaulc of 
the other fide of the Houfe. They who thought as he did, and 
had figned the paper in quedion, felt great anxiety in differing 
from their friends. They had not clamour to fupport them, 
and could find confolation only in the goodnefs of their caufe. 
A noble Lord, in terms neither very civil nor parliamentary, 
had doubted the finccrity of his right honourable friend, (Mr. 
Fox) in what he had faid in their favour. They wanted not 
the fignature of his right honourable friend to, afliire them of 
his concurrence. They had his bond in the deadinefs of his 
political principle, and the integrity of his heart. An honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Powyvs) had called on all who thought as 
he did, to proted againd their objeft. It was wifely done ; 
for to proted^was much eafier than to argue. When the day 
of difeuffion came, however, he hoped thofe who thought with 
the honourable gentleman would have more refpeft, if not for 
the Society, for the country at large, than to think that proteds 
without argument would be fufiicient. No quedion, he knew, 
could be more unpopular in the lioufc ; he had not fo bad a 
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tafte as to with to fpeak upon it on that account \ but he IhoulJ 
think it bafe and contemptible to {brink from his opinion^ be- 
€aufe> an unmeaning clamour /Was e;itcited'again{t it. There 
was, indeed, onedefcription of people who would be ftill more 
clamorous againft the Members, and the objefl of the Affo- 
ciation — all thofe who wilhed the dcftrufiion of the conftitu- 
tion, under the pretext of reform ; and yet thefe were the men 
whom they were told they muft aft with. Far from it ; the 
true allies of fuch men were thofe who oppofed a neceflary and 
a temperate reform, who, on whatever fophiftical arguments, 
abandoned their former principles in Tipport of it. Was it a 
light argument mentioned by the learned gentleman, who fup- 
ported the neceflity of reform with fo much ability, that fixty 
or feventy Peers had been created, or promoted, by the prefent 
Minifter for public fervices, for no diftinguifhed abilities, but 
merely for their intereft in returning Members of the Houfe of 
Commons ? Here Peerages had been bartered for eleftion intc- 
reil ^ in a neighbouring kingdom they had been all but proved 
to have been put up to auftion for money. »An honourable 
county Member had gone fo far as to charge the Minillcr with 
making men Peers not fit to be his groom, and yet he was 
loud in the clamour againft reform. The right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Pitt) formerly fo zealous in the caufe of re- 
form,- failing in his propofition for adding one hundred Mem- 
bers to the Houfe of Commons, had added almoft an equal 
number to the Houfe of Peers ; in his public letter to the 
reverend Mr. Wyvill, he profeffed himfelf a friend, both as a 
man and a Minifter, to parliamentary reform^ and pledged 
himfelf to purfue it till accomplilhed. What had fince hap- 
pened to change his opinion ? He had been eight years a Mi- 
nifter, and found he could do without it. They who thought 
reform at all times improper, were confident ; but let them be 
careful of what alliance^ they formed againft it. Let them be 
particularly on their guard againft the right honourable gentle- 
man, who, while they leagued to oppofe reform, for ever w'as 
watching only an opportunity convenient for himfelf; the con- 
ftitution had no enemy fo dangerous as hypocrify ; thofe who 
clung to it with all its defefts ; no manfo much to dread as he 
who kept his principles in referve, to be afted upon as he faw 
expedient for bis own ambition or popularitp^, who one day lead 
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on tiie fowtits of prerogative, and another, the wildcfi advo- 
cate ^ djemocr^y. Mr. Sheridan declared he wiftk^d the 
queftion to be confidered as no party queftion, not a miferablc 
fcramble for places and power, but to be taken ^upon its own 
merits, as an innportant conflitutional queftion. With refpcA 
to the unreafonablenefs of the time for bringing forward fuch a 
motion, he wiihed to know whether it was conlidered fo on 
account of the profperous and tranquil ftate of the country, or 
on account of the increafing difcontents of the people. Let it 
be branded with both ; the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Burke} he fuppofed, wrote his pacifying pamphlet to quiet 
thofq difcontents. One of the chief rcafons that induced him 
to fsgri Jbis name to the paper, was the feeing Mr. Walker’s 
name to the Manchefter refolutions. Mr. Walker, he faid, 
was a very refpe6lable charafter, a man of fenfe, charadler, 
and opulence. Mr. T. Cooper, alfo, he had the pleafiire to 
know. He took notice of a right honourable gentleman’s de- 
claration, that he had been twenty-feven years in Parliament, 
and during the whole of that period, excepting only about two 
years, had complained every year, that they were violating 
fome principles of the conftitutlon, or infringing fome privi- 
leges of the Houfe ; and then he fuppofed the right honourable 
gentleman faid to the Buckirighamfliirc freeholders, “ Oh, 

“ there was nothing in that, it was only our party way of talk- 
‘‘ ing ; all the reform wc want, is only to get into the places 
** of the other gentlemen, and then things will go on well.” 
With regard to what the right honotirable gentleman* had faid, 
of the correfpondence between Mr. Cooper, and the clubs at 
Paris, if he were furnifhed with the right honourable gentle- 
man’s fpeeqh, during the American war, in anfwer to fome , 
chargesof having correfponded with ^he Americans, he dared 
fay, he Ihould have a very good excufe to fet up. Juft as it 
anfwered the purpofe for argument thp people were lowered or 
exalted ; one gentleman had talked of their nouriftiing a young 
Lion, and another of a ftorm. Thofe metaphors might be ap- 
pliedeither way. If they were at fea in a (hip, and were to fee 
a ftorm riling, it would be more natural for a good feaman to 
fay of the velTel, ** there is a ftorm coming, let's examine the 
** tackle, and fee that her bottom is found,” than to fay, the 
ihipisgoinganiahers^^roourfe^ let her proceed, with- 
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outaiiy fears for her fafety.” Anmhcc genddmaa luu! taiM 
of the Citadel. He would aik, was the Citadel attacked i l( 
it was threatened was ijt not proper that they ihould repair to 
the ramparts and mount guard i With refpeft to the Rui&an 
waE| theHoufe^ unfortunately for the honourable gentleman's 
argument, did nothing againft. the meafure ; but the people 
without doors difliked the war, and that compelled the right 
honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer to abandon his 
purpofe. 

Major HOBART faid, as*the honourable gentleman had 
thought proper to allude particularly to the Irilh Government, 
he begged leave to trouble the Houfe with a few words on the 
fubje£l. Peerages never were fold, he faid, as had been clearly 
proved. With regard to the volunteer aflbciatipns, many gen- 
tlemen of great refpeflability had entered into them, and when 
Ireland had gained her independence, ihe felt her confequence 
and her profperity. But when a reform of Parliament was in 
agitation, the volunteers \yere embodied in the capital to inti- 
midate the Houfe of Commons, upon which all the refpe£lablc 
men left their corps and retired, and Parliament was diflTolved, 
and reform was heard of no more. He faid, with regard to 
the fubjed of that day’s notice, it was a little extraordinary, 
that the honourable gentleman (hould call upon thofe who ob- 
je£led to any motion to argue againft it, before any fpecific mo*- 
tion had been Hated, or he believed even confidered by the ho- 
nourable gentlemen themfelves. 

Mr. SHERIDAN in explanation faid, Mr. Gratton had 
publicly aflerted in the Houfe of Commons in Dublin, that 
Peerages were fold, and no fatisfadlory contradiAion had been 
made. 

Mr. BURKE rofe to explain ; he faid, he had been called 
on by a ftrong voice, to explain a correfpondence he had held 
during the American war. It was true, he faid, he had held 
a correfpondence with Dr. Franklin, for the releafe of Gene- 
ral Burgoyne, who was a worthy man and a brave and gallant 
Qfficer, and appeared to bedeferted by the Government at 
home, and opprelTed by the Congrefs. That correfpondence 
he had ftill am^ng his papers, and he did not think it a difgrace. 
to hiixi ; hedepiared himfelf ready to put it into the hands of an 
hoiiniuEable^ehtlp^ him, T^letonj e<]^ually a 
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Iriend to the honourable gendeman and hinlfelf. tfe concluded 
With declaring, that the ptopofed reform would be equally far . 
tal to the ariftocracy of the country, and the Houfe of Com- 
mons*. 

Mr. ROLLS declared he had ever oppofed propofitions of 
reform, and he was determined to continue fo to do ; it was^ 
he faid, a clear proof that his conftituents approved of his con- 
diift, fince .they had four feveral times retmned him their re- 
prefentative. He aflured Mr. Sheridan that no fneer of his, 
lliould prevent his doing his duty* 

Sir JAMES ERSKINE St. CLAIR declared himfelfad- 
Verfe to the motion of which they had received notice that day. 
He would maintain, and ihould find no difficulty to fupport the 
propofitian> that the prefent reprefentation in Parliament was 
full, adequate, and competent to all the purpofes of a Houfe 
of Commons. He mentioned his having been informed of a 
lady in the north at the beginning of this century, who having 
been told that her hufband and family had fufFered the fentence 
of the law, faid fo much the better, this will make them 

the more odious.*’ He gave his learned relation and his 
friends full credit for the goodnefs of their motives, but when he 
confidered the extreme to which their natural warmth would 
lead them, he was greatly alartrjed indeed ! 

Major MAITLAND, rofe, becaufe he thought it his duty, 
in a few words to explain the reafon, that induced him to fign 
his name to the paper, and he declared from every thing he had 
heard, he was the more confirmed in his convidion of the pro- 
priety of his condu6l iri figning his name. The* Major faid, 
the danger if they fhrunk from it would be greater, and that it 
ought to be looked full in the face. He mentioned the ill fuc-^ 
cefs of Mr. Sheridan’s motion, relative to the reform of the 
Sc 9 tch burghs, as a rtafon for hot coming forward in the firfl: 
inflance with,a fpecific motion. 

Mr. GREY faid, he would not add much to the length of 
the debate ; he had never felt more anxiety and irritation of 
mind than he had felt the whole of that day, and he rofe then 
under the impreffion, for anxious and uneaiyhe mufthave 
been to find thofe whofe good opinion was dear to him, depre- 
cate with fo much warmth and fuch llrong exprellione of appre- 
henfion and alarm> th« notice which he had given. When he 
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gave ity he had no expectation or idea of the debate being pro* 
longed to that late hour of the night, and exhaufted as he was, 
he did afliire the Houfe he would not detain them long. He 
hoped it would not be thouglit that his motives were other than 
proper. 

With refpeCt to the prefervation of the public tranquillity, 
he had as great a flake in the general quiet as any man in the 
kingdom ; he could have no intention, therefore, to do any 
thing that lhou!d*lead to anarchy, or create confufion. Two 
objections had been ftated with regard to the fubjeCt of his 
notice — ^the one was the mode in which it was introduced ; 
the other, the time at which it was brought forward. The 
mode, he declared, he had adopted, becaufe he thought it the 
leafl exceptionable mode of any that could be chofen. But 
it was objected, that no fpecific propofition had been flated. 
Had he brought forward any fpecific motion, he (hould have 
been told that he ought firfl tomakeout fome particular griev- 
ance, and then come forward with a propofal of a remedy. 
Some gentleman had fuppofed that the aflbeiation were to 
frame fome motion of reform, which was to be binding on all 
its members ; but, he faid, whoever thought fo, could not 
know any thing of its nature. Were the Aflbeiation to re- 
folvc on fome particular mode of reform. Hill it would not 
be binding on any member of it to agree to that mode and to 
fupport it. He declared, he would not be conneCled with 
any fet of men, who could aft on terms fo narrow-minded 
and illiberal. The faft was, that obferving an opinion was 
arifing in the country, that was likely to lead to danger, if 
means to prevent it were not taken in time, a fet of gcntle- 
lletnen, of whom he had the honour to be one, had thought 
that the befl poflibie means of preventing mi fchief, was to 
look into the conftitution,^ and to fuggeft the correftion of 
fuch abufes as might be found to exifl in its praftice, in 
order to take from its enemies that only great ground of their 
clamour that the conftitution was beautiful in theory, but 
corrupt and abufive in praftice. With regard to the time of 
brihgiiig it forward, Mr. Grey faid, that being a time of 
general tranquillity, and quiet, it was thought peculiarly fit 
for the difeuflionof fuch a fubjeft, and it ccriainly was much 
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more To, than times of public diftrefs, or when great matters 
were in agitation. He alluded to the condud: of that Houfe, 
fince the dodrine of confidence had been introduced. The 
right honourable gentleman, he faid, had been Minifter 
eight years, during which time he had been enabled to make 
a Spanifh armament, and to agree to an ignominious con- 
yentioii. He had alfo made an’ armament againil Ruflia, 
contrary to the exprefs fenfeof the country. Thefe alone af- 
forded fuflicient proof that fome reform in the reprefentation 
of the people in Parliament was neceflary, but far was he or 
any gentleman of the AlTociation from meaning to do any 
kthing that Ihould injure or trench upon the conflitution ; their 
objedl was to preferve and maintain it ; an objeft for which 
he was willing to facrifice ever thing that was dear to him. 

Mr, RYDER faid, he certainly did not mean to detain 
the Houfe. He rofe to obferve that at prefent they had 
heard it admitted, that there was no difeontent in the 
country ; but that in the interim, between that time and 
the period at which the motion, was to be made, dicon- 
tents and tumults were to be excited. Thus apprifed of 
tb? intention of the AlTociation, it would become them 
to prepare to countcraft it with Vigour and elFeft. And 
he did hope, that the Public had too much good fenfe to 
refort to fpeculative remedies for fpeculative grievance, in 
preference to adlual and practical happiiiefs. 

Mr. GRE Y declared, he had not faid any thing that 
could warrant fuch an aflertion as the honourable gentle- 
man had juft made. 

Mr. WHITBREAD faid, he certainly fliould not have 
rifen at that time of the night to defend the paper to which 
he had figned his name, had he thought it liable to the 
iniputatioris that had been call on it. He begged leave 
to fay, that it was from the love that he entertained for 
the principles of the conftitution, and a fincere wilh to 
preferve thofe principles, and band them down to his pos- 
terity that he had figned his n^me to the paper* He con- 
ceived the prefent to be the bell time for making fuch a 
motion, when the country was in a Hate of tranquillity. 
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If this wa^ not the time, he dcfired to kilow what would 
be the proper time ? It was our conftitutioii that made 
this country a fplendid exception to the mlferies of anar- 
chy and confuiion on the one hand, and on the other to 
the opprcflion of defpotifm. With a vieV to preferve that 
conftitutibn pure and inviolate, the Aflbciation had been 
formed, and he had thought neceflary to fay thus much 
to guard his own intentions from the mifconceptions of 
fome, and the mifreprefentations of others. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid,' fomething had fallen 
from the honourable gentleman who had fpoken laft but 
one, which had a good deal furprifed him. The honour- 
able gentleman had diiclaimed any idea of exciting popu- 
lar difcontents. Had not the honourable gentleman faid 
cxprefsly that he meant not to addrefs the Houfc of Com- 
mons, but becaufe he wi/hed to addrefs the people, that he 
had given the notice that day ? Mr. Dundas folemnly de- 
clared, he did not know what they had been talking about 
all night, if that were not the objedi of the notice. He 
was not for one fo much alarmed at the confcqucnccs of 
the notice and of the Aflbciation as other gentlemen had 
exprefled themfelves to be, nor did he at all dread the dif- 
cuflion of the queftion. He was perfuaded, that the great 
weight of intereft in the kingdom, and a fenfe of the 
comforts and real happinefs which the people enjoyed, 
would bear down every dangerous effort that could be 
made to make them difeontented with the prefent cbnftt^ 
tution. He took notice of the Aflbeiations^of Sheffield 
and Manchefter, two great manufafturing towns, whofe 
avowed objeft was nothing lefs than the overthrow of the 
conftitution of this country and the building up of fbme 
other in its ftead ; that was alfo||ie ultimate objeA of 
thofe who had fet this queftion afloat. He did not mean 
the gentlemen of the AflTociation in town, but thofe who 
had recommended Mr. Paine’s book, had publicly praifed 
it, and endeavoured to adopt the wild ideas it contained. 
He read fome wordf which he had taken down from Mr. 
Fox’s fpeech, to prove that the right honourable gentle- 
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man had expreftly declared^ that he meant to excite the 
people, and he alfo quoted Mr. Erikine’s fpeech, to prove 
that he had unequivocally declared that he aimed at the 
fame end. 

Mr. FOX wifced to be corrcdily and fully underftood 
on what he had faid. He certainly did ufe the word ex- 
cite, becaufe he held it to be a moft meritorious thing to 
excite the attention of the public, and induce them to ex- 
amine the conftitution of the country from time to time,^ 
and to look into thofe abufes which had crept into it, and 
which if they were fuffered to continue untorre£ted, 
would foon get to fo much head, as to defy all remedy. 

Mr. DU NBAS declared, that the right honourable 
gentleman had exadtly come up to what he had faid, and 
thereforcj he concluded, that the right honourable gentle- 
man coufidered the AlTociatioii, and Mr. Paine’s book, 
prccifely in the fame point of view. 

Mr. FOX faid, he had read but one of Mr. Paine’s pam- 
phlets, and that he did not approve it, and from what he 
Iiad heard of the other, he was inclined to think, that he 
ihould not approve of that either, but was not certain whe- 
ther they had not done good, by leading men to confider 
of the conflitution. In like manner tlie book of his right 
honourable friend (Mr. Burke) which he dilliked as much 
as either of them, had, he believed, done fomegood, becaufe 
in his opinion, whatever led to a difculEon of the fubjecSl, 
iva> of fervice. 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR, defired to be beard in his own 
judification; he faid, he had fo long ago as the year 1785, 
voted againft a reform of the reprefentatipn in Parliament, 
but..he had fince changed bis opinion on the fubje£l, an al- 
teration which the c^idufl of that Houfe had occafioned. 
It was in confequence of that conduS, tliat he had figned 
the papers, being convinced, that was ncceffary logo 
hack to the people, and under fan£lion of their authority, 
compel th^ Houfe to do its duty. 

Mr. W. SMITH faid, be had figned the paper becaufe 
he had long been perfuaded, that if the ebuntry were fairly 



DEBATES. 


A. 179a. 


495 


t6prefented in that Houfe^ the general intereft could not fail 
to be promoted. 

Sir FRANCIS BASSETT faid,lie very feldotn troubled 
the Houfe^ but he thought it neceffary^to enter his proteft 
againft the meafures meditating by thofe who had figned 
the Aflbeiation paper. From his knowledge of thofe gen- 
tlemen, he was perfuaded their motives were pure,* but he 
muft deprecate the confequences of what they were going 
to do as mifehievous to the lali degree. The Aflbeiation, 
he faid, clearly originated in the Aflbeiations of Manchefter 
and SheflBeld, and could lead to no good end. His honour- 
able friends put the moft difficult talk upon thofe who ob- 
jefted to a reform of Parliament that was impofed on adver- 
faries. They expedled them to furnifli arguments againfl: 
a motion that had not been flated. He advifed his friends 
to be cautious in their proceedings, as few people were qua- 
lified to ride in the whirlwind and direft the ftorm.” He 
had often heard, he faid, of witches being able to calm the 
ftorm when it was raifed. 

Mr. BAKER faid, he could not fuffer the Houfe to fe- 
parate without removing an impreflion endeavoured to be 
call .on thofe, who, like himfelf, had figned the Aflbcia- 
tion. It had been in diredl terms flated, that they origi- 
nated in the Manchefler and Sheffield Aflbeiations, and 
adopted the principles of Mr. Paine’s book. So far from 
it, both the one and the other wereexprefsly difclaimed at 
the Aflbeiation, the objedl of which was to prevent any 
fuch pernicious dodhines from obtaining, by coming for- 
ward, and calling upon the people to fuggeft a moderate 
corre£lion of theabufes that prevailed in the reprefentatioh 
of Parliament. 

Mr. FRANCIS faid — Sir, we are called upon for pro- 
tefls and declarations. I hope the Houfe will indulge 
me with one minute of their attention, to receive mine 
among the refl, and the father, as I have fomething to 
retrad: as well as fomething to declare. Sir, I never can 
bend my mind, before any human fuperiority, fo much 
as to admit that any man in this country, let his rank 
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and fortune^ let his family and connexions, be what they 
may, can have a dearer pledge, a more heanfelt intereft, 
than I have, in the profperity and happinefs, in the 
peace, and good government of the kingdom. I faid I 
had a retraXation to make. To perfevere firmly in a fyf- 
tem or opinion once adopted, is a good prefumptiye proof 
of fincef ity ; but there may ftill be a better. It is pof- 
fible to profefs, but hardly poffible to retraX, an opi- 
nion, from any motive but conviXion. To give your 
retraXation its charaXer of fincerity, it muft be honour- 
ably declared, it muft be publicly and deliberately 
avowed, with the reafons that belong to it. One would 
think, Sir, from the way in which the idea of a parlia- 
mentary reform has been treated, that the thing had ne- 
ver been thought of ; that the name of it had never been 
mentioned in this Houfe ; tliat it appeared now, for the 
firft time, a perfeX and abfolute novelty in the minds of 
men. Yet, fince I have fat in Parliament, it has hap- 
pened to me twice to give my vote againft different plans 
of reform, introduced by that right honourable gentle- 
man, who now treats the very idea of a reform of any 
kind, not only as too criminal and extravagant to be en- 
couraged by any rational mind, but as if, in faX, it had 
never occurred to his own. The part I took, on thofe 
occafions, was rather negative than affirmative. I was 
guided by the natural influence of refpeXable authority ; 
by plaufibilities and doubts, by poffibilities andapprehen- 
fions ; but above all, I myfelf doubted, and therefore I 
ftood ftill. I refrained from aXion, as all men ought 
to do, who are not fure they are aXing right. My pre- 
fent opinion is pofitive, and for thkt reafon is a proper 
ground of aXion. It has been taught me . by refleXion, 
and inculcated on my mind by the beft of all inftruXors, 
my own experience. It is the view and contemplation of doc- 
trines and principles, introduced from day to day, and of 
tranfaXions in the laft and prefent Parliament, which have 
removed my doubts of theneceffity of a reform in the ac- 
tual conftruXion of the Houfe of Commons; doXrines 
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new and dangerous ; — principles falfe and deftniiftlve 
tranfadlions ruinous and difgraceful; all which I faw en- 
couraged and propagated, inilead of being condemnedt 
as they ought to be. My opinion has been deliberately 
formed on the evidence of fa£ts and my own obfervation^ 
and never ifaall yield to clamour or to numbers, or to 
any other influence but that of conviction. We are ac« 
cufed, in violent terms, of uniting with parties, with 
whom we have no communication, and of fupporting 
principles, and abetting fadtions, which we have re- 
nounced, in the ftrongeft terms that the Englifli language 
could fuggeft. I had fome ihare in the conftruCtion of 
the Declaration and i^ddrefs; and furely I am, ch ought 
to be, a competent judge of the tree intent and meaning 
of thofe papers. Unlefs I have lived to thefe years with- 
out underftanding my native tongue, I may fafely chal- 
lenge the moft acute and malignant Obferver, to point 
out a fingle fentence, or even a word, to juftify the atro- 
cious charges brought againft us. You look for our 
principles not in our declarations, but in the fuppofed 
views and projeCls of other men, whofe views and pro- 
jefts, if any fuch exift, we have cxprefsly renounced and 
difclaiined. As to the objeft we avow, we may or may 
not fucceed in it. On that point I am, not fanguine ; 
but I am perfectly fure that they, who have recourfe to 
mere calumny and inveClives, have not tak^n the beft 
method to defeat us. 

Sir WILLIAM MILNER ftated his fentiments to the 
Houfe, as adverfe to the promifed motion for a reform ii| 
parliamentary reprefentation. He ftated what had pafled 
in Yorkihire in his prefence upon a Grand Jury, before 
whom bills were found againft certain rioters at Sheffield; 
and it was evident, that the political opinions that had been 
difleminated among the manufacturers had dotie an infinite 
deal of mifehief. He expatiated upon the imprudence of 
agitating queftiohs that could only tend to excite popular 
clamour and difeontent. 

VoL. XXXIL 3 S 
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Colenrl HENRY WINCHCOMB HART^XY rofe, 
jhortly to ftate, tlwt he was, vpon the whole, againft a re- 
form, as unneceflary and tending rather to endanger the 
ironftitution, than ftrengthen it. He recapitulated its ex- 
cellencies, an4 dwelt upon the real happinefs enjoyed under 
it. He faid, he hoped we fliould long reap the benefit of 
our mixed form of Government. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS moved the order 
of the day, which was a Committee of the whole Houfe on 
the bill for building an Office for Mailers in Chancery, 
and for depofitiog deeds belonging to the Suitors of the 
Court, for providing a fuitabk number of clerks to the Ac- 
fountant General, ficc, 

A fliort debate took place. The Mailer of the Rolls and 
Mr. Mitford fupported the principle and the piovifions of 
the bill, 

Mr. HUSSEY oppofed the bill, and contended, that the 
intereft and dividends on the 300,000!. propofed to be laid 
out, ihould accumulate for the benefit of the fuitors, a part 
ofwhoieproperty it was, and proportionably divided amongil 
them ; a ihare ihould be paid to each fuitor, when the prin- 
cipal was paid, 

Mr. FRANCIS concurred with Mr. Hufiey in difapprov- 
ing of the bill. 

The bill pafied through the Committee. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

^uefdajy iJlMay, 

Mf . ^retary DUNDAS rofe, to remind the Houfe, that 
on a former night, being limited in his objedl, by the deci- 
fion of the Houfe, he had exhrefied a doubt, how far he 
could with propriety continue to hold in his hands, a bull- 
pefs whjch had been fo materially altered from the manner 
in which he had introduced it ; upon baature refledlion that 
doubt was confirmed, and any gentleman, who would give 
fiimfelf the trouble of adverting to the fubjed, he was 
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fuaded would fee, how impoffible it was for him to vote fot 
Any of tliofc refolutioiis, teftrifled as the firft had already 
been. The beft thing he conld do, therefore, was to give 
back the whole hafinefs into the hands of thofe, who had 
originally introduced the difoufQon into that Houfe. With 
that view^ he defired them to take notice, that he fhould 
offer no bill in its early ftages, but when the bill Ihould be 
in a Committee, if it did not appear to him to come up to 
the ideas that flruck him, as being propel upon the fubje<S^ 
he would either in the Committee, or upon the report, op- 
pofe it, and fhould think it his duty to take the fenfe of the 
Houfe upon it. 

Mr. BEAUFOY (as chairman of the late Committee) 
brought up the report of the refolution, agreed to by a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe on Saturday morning, which 
having been read a firfl time. 

Lord SHEFFIELD faid, he was by no means difpofed 
in that llage of the bufinefs to enter into a difculTion of the 
ilave trade ; he fliould content himfelf at that time with 
faying, that all the fpeeches he had heard, confirmed the 
opinion he had entertaintd from the beginiiing. That a 
fplendid abufe of words had not captivated him. That the 
xniferable half-meafure of abolition at the end of three years, 
was the mod contemptible of all, not having the glory, if 
it deferved that appellation, of immediate abolition, nor 
the merit of gradual abolition. He faid, his principal mo- 
tive for rifing was to notice an aflertion of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer on a late debate, namely, that the popu- 
lation of the iflands warranted immediate abolition, and 
that the negroes were in a date of increafe.- He thought 
the adertions at the time very extraordinary* He obferved 
the right honourable gentleman’s calculations made great 
impreffion. He had fince inquired, and he had the drong- 
ed reafons to believe them erroneous and unfounded, and 
he had authority to fay, that the mod fatisfaftory and re- 
fpe£lable evidence might be brought to the bar to difprove 
them ; but as the Chancellor of the Exchequer had offerat 
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to'RieDtr'tlie yoticfaers^ and f rounds, on ithich he feroaed bU 
o^nion, be' did obt wiih to taike any eotil lie:bad fisn 
them. He faid, he was fare it woold af^r, that there 
wba a decrearei*in Jamaica, and in all the iflands, almoft 
without ejtception, and that it was poverty ariUng from 
four or five had crops, and the price flaves being railed 
in confequence of the regulating adi, which prevented feve- 
ral of the iflands from importing negroes, and by no meane 
an increafe in the population. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT declared, that the noble Lord had a 
little mifunderftood what had been faid on the fubjedl. He had 
never faid, that the population was adequate to the cultivation 
in all the illatids, but had cxprefsly fpoken of particular iflands, 
mentioning the old iflands as the iflands he peculiarly referred 
to. With regard to the ifland of Jamaica, he had ftated the 
fituation of that ifland, as varying in rerped): to its population, 
under the varying circumftances that had attended it, and had 
attributed the mortalities, to what he had every reafon to be> 
lieve they were occafioned by, viz. the importation of new 
flaves. As to the vouchers which the noble Lord talked of, Ke 
had no new vouchers to produce, nor had he ever talked of any. 
His vouchers were already on the table, being nothing more 
than the report of the Privy Council, and the other papers 
which had been fo long before the Houfe. He had before faid 
that his calculations, e;ctrai£ted from thofe papers, he waswil- 
ling to ffiew to any gentleman who vVas defiroUs of feeing them ; 
and if the noble Lord would refer to them, he would have 
only to examine whether he had corredly added two and two 
together. He nught polfibly have been miftak'en. The noble^ 
Lord had made another obfervation with refpe£l to the impor- 
mtion of fugar. He had lately had occafion to pay a good deal 
of attention to that FubjeA, and it was well known tfaaf the 
Well-India tnerej^nts expelled that the crops this year would 
be much larg^ than ^y ever before were; ahdefpecully 
from thofe iflands were the importations had ceafed, ai^ where 
it had been faid the planters had falleh Ihdft of Adir l^^iency 
of negroes, from not having bcen able fo go to ihe M|ieike bf 
ftqiplying^^eaiflflvei, wHldh'Wds (tf/itfelf a fhetty cbovfitcjfig 
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proof, i(hat the Weft-India ifiands, generally Tpeakingr inight 
be duly cultivated, (all idea of new cuttlvation being given up) 
without a farther continuation of the importation of African 
negroes. 

Lord C ARH AMPTON took notice Secretary Dun- 

das having reflgnedthe vifhole bufmefs into the hands of the 
two right honourable, gentlemen, whofe fuperior talents, be 
faid, fo well entitled them to lead the refpeftive fides of the 
Houfc. Any oppofition to them, his Lordfhip faid, would 
probably prove fruitlefs. He would only, therefore, fay, that 
as the power was theirs, fo with them be the refponflbility ! 

Mr. BAILEY ftated to the Houfc, that fince the difcuffioa 
on the fubje£t had taken place, he had received a letter from 
Barbadoes, declaring that fix or feven hundred new flaves had 
been recently fold in the town of Kingfton. 

Mr. W. SMITH declared, he was fure that nothing he could 
offer, would be deferving of iiiore notice, than what came from 
any other gentleman; but he would venture to fay, that he had 
paid more attention to the calculations in queftion, than the 
noble Lord could have bcftowed on them ; and he would un- 
dertake to bring the moft poQtive proof, that the population of 
the iflands bad been gradually increafing, from 1755 to 17889 
and the importation had been gradually decreafing all that pe- 
riod. Mr. Smith faid, he grounded his calculations on the 
accounts, delivered in from the iflands by their own agent, Mr. 
Puller ; and therefore their accuracy was to be little doubted ; 
at lead, it was not likely that they would be more favour- 
able to their lid^ of the quedion than the fads fully war- 
ranted. 

Mr. CAWTHORNE faid, he fljould take up but little of 
the time of the Houfe. He declared he* was forry the Secre- 
tary of State had given up the bufinefs. He confidered it as an 
inaulpicious omen. 'Mr. Cawthorne reprobated the meafure 
that had been taken of limiting the abolition to the year 1796. 
An immediate abolition, he Ibould have confidered as far pre- 
ferable. By what they had done, they had entailed mifery on 
ftofe flaves in all the iflands, by conipelting them to remain 
ilaVes irom generation to generation; Mr. Cavvftorne con- 
cluded with declaring tl)at if there Utre motion that was 
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toiQfc pe^liariy liable to be fto^dlivt of danger than anotW# 
it waa that Hodfc had adopted^ He laid in his da 

to op)>ofc die bill in a fubfeqiient ftage of its progrefs. 

WILLIAM DQLBEN /aid» he had puirporety avoided 
mentioning any thin^of a bitf^ which mufli be renewed in fome 
way or other that leffion^ until the Houfe Ihould have come 
to fome decifion on the great queftion of abolition* The pro- 
priety of continuing the bill in queftion^ as it was,, or with al« 
teration, ivould depend altogether on the way in which the bill 
founded on the refolutions (hould be difpofed of ; but he fhould 
imagine it would better fuit the dignity of the Houfe, and the 
legulaiity of their proceedings, to make the regulating bill a 
part of the new bill* 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR faid, before the Houfe agreed to 
the refolution, he thought it proper to aflc, as the right ho- 
nourable Secretary of State had given up the bufmefs," what 
would become of the other refolutions? The Secretary of State 
had brought forward a motion for gradually abolifhiiig the Oavt 
trade, and he had propofed refolutions for the purpofe of meli- 
orating the condition of the negroes in the Weft-India iflands- 
They had come to a refolution to aboliih the flave trade in 1796* 
How far that fort of abolition was confident with any fenfe, 
which our language gave to the word gradual. Sir John faid, 
he would leave to the confideration of the Houfe ; but he de- 
fired to know what was meant to be doiic with refpeS to the 
addrefs to His Majedy, to befecch His Majedy to take mea* 
fures, by negociation with foreign courts, for edablilhing the 
unanimous concurrence of the powers of Europe fora complete 
abolition of the flave trade. Sir John dated this refolution as a 
mod important one, and therefore wilhed for fome fatisfadioA 
on that head. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT fald, although! he had underdood his 
right honourable friend to have given up all concern in the 
condu£l of the bill, becaufe by the decifion of the Committee, 
it'no lonpr went to the dcfcrip^ion of the extent that his right 
honourable friend had fuggeded, yet he o^ainly had not un* 
derdood him to have rclinquiihed his intention of moving an 
addrefs to His Majedy for the purpofe mentioned bv the ho- 
nourable Baronet i he declared he had no doubt that his right 



jbonoiarablr friei^ would make fuch a motidh» but if he 
^iine itf he would certainly make it himfelf. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt then'moved^ t|iat ^ Boufe rcTolae 
f* itfelf into aCohimittfie of the whole Houfe^ to coulider far** 

ther of means for aboiifhing the flave trade/* and previous 
to the Speaker’s leaving the chair^ he. thought it proper to d>- 
ferve^ that from what had already paflTed that dayi he ihoaI4 
rather imaginci that itwas not the wifli of gentlemen to deliver 
their opinions upon the fubjeA in that (Igge of the burmcfs;, but 
to allow fuch of the refolutions, as Ihould be thought necelTaiy 
to move to be votedy in order to ground a bill upon theiny to 
which, when the blanks (hould be filled up, gentlemen would 
be able to give their opinion with more advantage. The firft 
refolution was one, he fald, on which he (hould conceive there 
could be no difference of opinion, as it refpeded the tonnage of 
the (hipping which he meant to move generally to bt limited ; 
fie laid, he thought it proper to mention it in that llage of ihe 
bufmefs; 

Lord SHEFFIELD fald, there could not be a moment’s 
doubt on the neceility of limiting the numbers to be imported 
if the time was to be limited, otherwife the fcramble on the 
coaft of Africa would be horrible ; and it would be objedt ion- 
able on the part of the iQands, leil they (hould be overwhelmed 
with crouds of all ages of unfortunate creatures, more than 
the iflands could on a fiiddcn fubfiil. He added, that the 'mode 
of limiting would be found difficult ; perhaps the beft manner 
would be by refolving that no more (hips (hould be licenfed 
were already engaged in the trade. Thus the amount of 
the compcfifation to the African merchants would be much dU 
minilhed^ the iflands would be fupplied, and would not be li- 
able to be fuddenly overftocked with more negroes than have 
been lately annually imported. 

The queftion was thenjut, that the Speaker leave the chair, 
which having been carried, Mr. Beaufoy took his feat at the 
table. 

In the Comnuttee, Mr. Pitt moved, the fecond, third, (ixth 
eighth, and ninM^^e printed refolutions introduced by Mr. 
Pundas, with modifications and amendments. 

The refolutions were voted as moved, oxdered*to be reported 
|hat evening, for the fake of their being printed, and the 
‘ ' 4 , 
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.Cloniaitttte W9|s ^eiWards, upon iQQ^n^ ordeisd to fit' on 
Friday.' 

ad|ourned. 

Wedntfia<jy iiiMvji, 

TIw refolutions entered into, on the motion of Mr> Chan* 
cellor Pitt, on the flave trade, were read, a fecond time. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then obferved, that for the preven- 
lioR of de^ay in the progrefsx)! this buflncfs, it appeared to him 
proper that the other Houfe of Parliament ihould have, as eat^ 
as poffible, the outlines of the plan to be propofed on this fub- 
JcS laid before them. He therefore moved, “ That thefe re- 
** foluttons be communicated to the Lords, and that their con-. 
** currence be defired thereto.” Ordered. 

He then moved, “That a conference be defired with the 
“ Lords, on a fubjeft highly important to the jufiice and ho*. 

nour of the Britifli nation.” Ordered. 

And “ That the Earl of Mornington do go to the Lords, to 
** defire that conference.” Ordered. 

Th* Houfe adjourned. . 


END OE THE THIRTY-SECOND VOLUME^ 








